
A student athlete from 
Bowden, W.Va. is facing three 
felony charges after allegedly 
becoming violent during a high 
school boys’ basketball game. 

The investigation into the in-
cident, which is being headed by 
an offi cer with the West Virginia 
State Police, began when the de-
partment received a phone call 
from a parent of the alleged vic-
tim. The parent told the offi cer 
that their son, a minor student 
at Union Educational Complex 
and a member of the school’s 

basketball team, had been inten-
tionally injured during a Febru-
ary 26 game. The game saw the 
Union Tigers take on the Har-
man Panthers (out of Randolph 
County) in Mount Storm. 

The parent told offi cers that 
their son had been elbowed 
in the face by one of the Har-
man players who they identi-
fi ed as Gage Ketterman, 18, of 
Bowden. The victim had been 
transported to Grant Memorial 
Hospital following the incident. 

The injury to the minor’s 

nose had caused “profuse bleed-
ing” that had lasted for at least 
four hours and had resulted in a 
broken nose and a small lacera-
tion to the bridge of his nose and 
eye area. 

The parent reported that the 
injury had made it diffi cult for 
the minor to breathe and that 
they would need to attend an 
appointment with a medical 
specialist in the following days 
to determine the extent of the 
injury. The parent told offi cers 
that they had video of the inci-

dent and that they believed the 
actions were “obviously inten-
tional” and that Ketterman “was 
trying to hurt people.”

Following the conversation, 
the parent emailed the inves-
tigating offi cer several videos 
from the game. 

According to the police re-
port fi led on the incident, the 
videos depict multiple incidenc-
es of violence during the game. 
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Student athlete charged with assault after 
injuring player during basketball game

County 
approves 
funding aid 
for MTPSD

Do you agree 
with Harvard 
University 
leadership 
that the White 
House should 
not be able to 
dictate private 
university 
policies?

The Grant County Com-
mission has approved funds to 
assist the Mountain Top Public 
Service District (MTPSD) as 
they work to upgrade water-
lines in the Mount Storm, Ba-
yard and Elk Garden region of 
the county. 

Representatives from the 
MTPSD board appeared be-
fore the commission during 
their regularly scheduled April 
8 meeting to discuss not only 
the ongoing $4.6 million proj-
ect but also request some as-
sistance as they move forward 
with providing water to the 
more remote region. 

The waterline upgrades 
were initially estimated to have 
been completed in November, 
however, due to the year’s se-
vere winter weather, it was 
heavily stalled. 

The representatives ex-
plained that the MTPSD had 
recently approved a rate in-
crease that would assist their 
efforts in keeping up with the 
ever-infl ating cost of running 
a PSD, which has ballooned 
nationwide over the past few 
years. This is a concern that 
has been expressed by not 
only the MTPSD, but also the 
Grant County PSD and the Pe-
tersburg PSD, who have also 
reported increasing costs of 
running their services. 

However, while the rate 
increase has been approved, 

See Water, page 7A

2025 Viking Tennis Team 
Roster and Photos

Meet this year’s Petersburg 
High School boys and girls ten-
nis teams... 1B. 

Historic Hermitage Inn 
welcomes new restaurant

One of Grant County’s most 
notable and historical sites, The 
Hermitage Inn, is welcoming a 
new business that is bringing 
good food and a good atmo-
sphere to the community. 

The Hermitage 1841 Restau-
rant has offi cially opened its 
doors along Virginia Avenue 
in Petersburg, located in the 
ground fl oor of the historical 
inn. 

The family-owned business 
is operated by Billy Keplinger 
and his son-in-law, Marcus 
Sites, and is an extension of 
their other thriving restaurants, 
including three Fox’s Pizzas 
(in Petersburg, Moorefi eld, 
Romney) and Mullin’s 1847 in 
Moorefi eld, located in the his-
torical Mullin’s hotel. 

See Hermitage, page 7A

UEC hosts heart health day to raise funds 
for the American Heart Association

See Basketball, page 7A

Union Educational Complex student Cheyenne Shillingburg learns Cardiopulmonary Resuscita-
tion (CPR) during the school’s April 4 Heart Health Day. More photos on 1B. 

Owners Billy Keplinger and Marcus Sites, head of the kitchen 
Shawn Lender and head of wait-staff, Autumn Harrison. 

School’s BETA Club will hold a Blood Drive on April 23
Union Educational Complex 

hosted a heart health day earlier 
this month to educate students 
of the importance of healthy ac-
tivities as well as raise funds for 
the American Heart Association. 
During the events, the students 
far exceeded their initial goal 
of raising $1,500 and ultimately 
collected over $5,000 for the or-

ganization. 
The school will also be host-

ing a community blood drive 
later this month. The event is a 
partnership between the school’s 
BETA Club and the American 
Red Cross. The Union High 
School BETA Club is an aca-
demic service club for senior 
high students at the school. The 

club originated in 1970 and has 
been regularly hosting blood 
drives for American Red Cross.

The drive will be held on 
April 23 from noon to 5 p.m. in 
the UEC elementary gymnasi-
um. 

“The Union High School 

See Health, page 7A

April 18, 2025

As always, you may drop off 
your non-perishable 

donations to the 
Petersburg Interfaith Pantry 
at the Grant County Press. 

Monetary donations will also 
be forwarded to the food 

pantry.
There is currently an 
increased need for:

Canned Fruit and Veggies

Support the 
Petersburg 
Food Pantry

Petersburg to host pup 
parade at town dog park

The Becki Alt Lanhardt Dog 
Park will be hosting a dog pa-
rade celebration on April 27 at 
at noon... 4B. 



By Camille Howard
It’s piling up and I can 

hardly keep up. We spent 
two days (really more than 
that) helping our daugh-
ter move: the packing, the 
loading, the driving, the un-
loading, the unpacking, the 
sad drive home.

And then back to work 
on Friday and more work 
on Saturday.

We fi nally fi nished up 
our second bathroom proj-
ect and moved on to clean-
ing out the basement bed-
room (which was a giant 
catch-all).

We sorted, tossed, boxed 
up and rearranged and still 
aren’t done. We needed 
a mattress for the bed, so 
picked one up from Cline’s 
along with a bed frame.

In all this moving and 
cleaning, I forgot that my 
Mom had given me several 

bags of things 
from her 
house when 
she moved.

As I was 
cleaning out the 
basement bedroom 
I opened up the bags 
and found a treasure 
trove of things I need-
ed: towels and rugs for the 
bathroom, and sheets, pil-
low cases and a very nice 
comforter set for the base-
ment bedroom.

I’m all set up without 
having to make any pur-
chases for linens! And, 
to top it off, everything 
matches the colors I picked 
out.

Now on to my next 
project which is getting 
ready for family coming 
on Easter weekend. That 
was the plan, but now I 
have company coming to-

night (Monday), 
Wednesday, more 
xxxon Thursday, 

some on Fri-
day and the 

fi nal group on Sat-
urday. It should be 

interesting to say the 
least.

I’m not sure how 
much food it’s going to 
take for all these people, so 
I might have to dig into my 
canned deer meat and make 
a giant pot of stew.

I’ve got a shopping list 
as long as my arm, but ev-
eryone brings food along 
with them, so we should be 
in good shape. I think I’ll 
go with the Five Loaves 
and Two Fishes idea. Ryan 
picked up two huge cases 
of water  and four pounds 
of butter, which should 

give you an indication of 
the amount of food and 
drink consumption.

It didn’t used to be like 
this, mostly because there 
were around nine adults 
and nine kids, or there-
abouts. Now we have 16 
adults and six kids. More 
adults, more food. More 
tables and chairs. I’m pray-
ing for a nice weekend so 
we can spill out into the 
yard.

However it ends up, it 
will be good to be together. 
Family is such a blessing.

I hope each of you takes 
the time to celebrate the 
Easter season and the day 
of resurrection of Jesus.

If there was no Jesus, 
there would be no Easter 
or Christmas. He is the rea-
son. Have a great week!

Civil Air Patrol Poto-
mac Highlands Compos-
ite Squadron is recruiting 
cadets (ages 12-18) and 
adults to become members. 
The squadron building is 
at the Grant County Air-
port, Johnson Run Road, 
Petersburg. Meetings are 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Contact Lt. John Banks at 
john.banks@wvwg.cap.
gov. gocivilairpatrol.com 

Grant County Adult 
Education enrolls stu-
dents for their High 
School Equivalency and 
does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 
8:30 am-12 noon. Call 304-
257-1277 to schedule or re-
quest information. 

Grant County Board 
of Education meets the 

second and fourth Tues-
days of every month at 5:30 
p.m. at the board offi ce on 
Jefferson Avenue.

Grant County Com-
mission meets every month 
on the second Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and the fourth Tuesday 
at 3:30 p.m. in the lower 
level conference room. For 
the agenda check grant-
countywv.org

Grant County His-
torical Society board of 
directors meetings will be 
posted on the Society’s 
Facebook page. Members 
are welcome to attend. 

Grant County Family 
Support Center events 
Spanish classes, Wacky 
Wednesdays and tax prep 
held (by appointment). All 
activities are free at their 

facility on 101 Alt Ave., 
Petersburg. 

GRCC Helping Hands 
will meet April 15 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Grant Reha-
bilitation and Care Center 
chapel, 127 Early Ave., 
Petersburg. Call 305-257-
4223 ext 5242.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital board of directors 
meeting is set for Monday, 
April 21 at 6:45 p.m.  in the 
administrative conference 
room at the hospital.

New Beginnings Com-
munity Outreach, Thurs-
day, 6-9 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church, Virginia Ave. 

Patterson Creek Ruri-
tan Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month, 6 
p.m. at Forman Communi-
ty Center in Lahmansville.

Petersburg City Coun-
cil meets the fi rst Monday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall on Mt. View St.

Potomac Highlands 
Cancer Support Group 
for cancer patients and 
caregivers, meets the fi rst 
Monday of every month, 5 
p.m. at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, 1011 North Fork 
Highway. Refreshments.

Region 8 Planning and 
Development Council will 
meet Thursday, April 17, at 
12:30 p.m. at the Region 
8 PDC offi ce, 131 Provi-
dence Lane, Petersburg.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at 5:30 p.m. every Tues-
day at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, North Fork High-
way, Petersburg, (just after 
the post offi ce on left). Call 
Wendy DeiCas at 304-257-
2349 for more information.
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Answers to 
puzzles

on Page 5B
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TWICE-BAKED 
SWEET POTATOES

2 medium sweet 
potatoes, scrubbed

1 teaspoon olive oil
4 tablespoons unsalted 

butter
2 tablespoons pure 

maple syrup
2 teaspoons chili 

powder
1/2 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon kosher 

salt, plus a pinch
2 tablespoons honey
3/4 cup coarsely 

chopped pecans
Preheat the oven to 

400°F.
Massage the olive oil 

onto the sweet potatoes 
and set them on a small 
baking sheet. Bake for 
1 hour or until a knife 
glides through effortless-

ly. Let cool until safe to 
handle. Keep the oven 
on.

Halve the sweet po-
tatoes horizontally and 
carefully scoop out the 
fl esh into a medium 
bowl. Set the skins aside. 

Add the butter, maple 
syrup, chili powder, cin-
namon, and 1/4 teaspoon 
of the salt and use a po-
tato masher to mash the 
fi lling until smooth.

In a small bowl, com-
bine the honey, pecans, 
and a pinch of salt.

Place the skins side 
by side in a small baking 
dish. Spoon the fi lling in, 
dividing it evenly, and 
top with the honeyed pe-
cans. Bake for 5 minutes. 
Serve warm.

Serves 4.

CALL NOW
855.576.4703

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

CARROT CAKE 
MUFFINS

1 cup milk
2 eggs
2 tablespoons 

applesauce, or more 
as needed

1 ½ teaspoons vanilla 
extract

2 cups all-purpose fl our
⅔ cup white sugar
1 tablespoon baking 

powder
1 ½ teaspoons ground 

cinnamon
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup shredded carrots
6 tablespoons unsalted 

butter, melted and 
cooled
Preheat the oven to 

375°F. 
Grease 12 muffi n cups 

or line with paper muffi n 

liners.
Beat milk, eggs, ap-

plesauce, and vanilla ex-
tract together in a bowl. 

Whisk fl our, sugar, 
baking powder, cinna-
mon, and salt together in 
another bowl. Stir car-
rots into fl our mixture; 
fold in milk mixture and 
butter until batter is just 
combined. 

Spoon batter into pre-
pared muffi n cups.

Bake in the preheated 
oven until a toothpick in-
serted into the center of 
a muffi n comes out clean, 
18 to 20 minutes. 

Cool in the pan for 5 
minutes before remov-
ing to a wire rack to cool 
completely.

West Virginia WIC modernizes service delivery with 
groundbreaking in-hospital certifi cation pilot

The West Virginia WIC 
Program is making strides 
in reaching more families 
who could benefi t from the 
program through a ground-
breaking in-hospital certifi -
cation pilot project. 

This initiative aims to 
connect with eligible fam-
ilies before they leave the 
hospital labor and delivery 
unit, ensuring they receive 
benefi ts and support with-
out the need for immediate 
WIC clinic visits.

The pilot program was 
fi rst launched as a part-time 

effort in 2023 and later ex-
panded to a full-time pro-
gram in September 2024. 

The program enables 
WIC hospital liaisons to 
utilize Electronic Medi-
cal Record (EMR) reports 
to identify and then certi-
fy participants directly in 
birthing hospitals, allowing 
families to leave the hospi-
tal already enrolled in WIC 
and giving them access to 
breastfeeding peer counsel-
ors and nutrition education. 

These liaisons follow a 
structured process to cer-

tify applicants, including 
verifying incomes status, 
reviewing WIC system re-
cords, and securing permis-
sion before entering patient 
rooms. 

Additionally, the pro-
gram lays focus on breast-
feeding support, with 91 
mothers initiating breast-
feeding and 68% continu-
ing beyond six months, a 
signifi cant improvement 
over the statewide WIC 
breastfeeding duration rate 
of 36.65%.

With promising early re-

sults, the program plans to 
expand to seven addition-
al WVU Medicine hospi-
tals across four local WIC 
agencies between FY2025 
and FY2027, as funded 
with a WIC Infrastructure 
grant. 

For more information 
about this program and its 
expansion, please contact:  
Offi ce of Nutrition Ser-
vices Director, Heidi Staats 
at Heidi.E.Staats@wv.gov 
or 304-558-0030.
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Dr. Dewey Bensenhaver receives the 
Dr. Makani Provider Excellence Award

A new award has been 
established at Grant Me-
morial Hospital to honor 
physicians and advanced 
practitioners who exem-
plify quality, compassion, 
teamwork, and a commit-
ment to prioritizing pa-
tients’ needs. 

This award, named 
the “Dr. Makani Provid-
er Excellence Award,” is 
in recognition of Dr. Anil 
Makani, a long-serving and 
highly respected surgeon at 
Grant Memorial Hospital. 

The fi rst recipient of this 
prestigious award is Dr. 
Dewey Bensenhaver.

Here’s an excerpt from 
one of his nominations: “It 

is extremely rare to fi nd an 
individual who has dedi-
cated greater than 50 years 
of service to a community 
... I know that his care and 
compassion go above and 
beyond most provider stan-
dards ... Dr. Bensenhaver 
has educated (too numer-
ous to count) students on 
the importance of quality 
of care, treating all patients 
with respect, and going the 
extra mile to make some-
one feel special, important 
and needed.”

Congratulations and 
thank you, Dr. Bensen-
haver, for your unwavering 
dedication to the residents 
of this region.

353 Arkton Rd., Broadway
I-81 to Exit 257, North on Rt 11 for 1 mile, Right on Arkton Rd.

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm • Closed Sunday

We’re Well Worth The Trip!

Paramount  Paramount  
Plant Co.Plant Co.

(Formerly Kim’s Greenhouse)

“Who loves a garden, loves a greenhouse too.” - William Cowper

Our Early Spring Offerings Include:
Annuals, Perennials, Geraniums, Hanging Baskets, 
Proven Winners, Strawberry Plants, & Vegetables

Come See Our Amazing Selection!

Petersburg 
Presbyterian Church
Maundy Thursday, 

April 17, 6 p.m. Commu-
nion service in the fellow-
ship hall with a light meal. 
Easter sunrise service, 6:30 
a.m. at Maple Hill Ceme-
tery. Worship at 11 a.m. in 
the sanctuary.

Grove Street UMC
Pastor Robert Baer in-

vites you to Easter Week 
Services at Grove Street 
UMC in Petersburg that 
include a Maundy Thurs-
day (full table commu-
nion) service April 17 at 6 
p.m. in the fellowship hall, 
Good Friday service April 
18 at 6 p.m. in the sanc-
tuary and Easter sunrise 
service  April 20 at 7 a.m. 
with breakfast immediate-
ly following. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

Brake Covenant 
Brethren Church

Easter sunrise service, 
April 20, 6:30 a.m. Play, 
children’s program and 
music followed by break-
fast. Morning worship 
will begin at 9:30 a.m. The 
church is located at 176 
North Mill Creek Rd. at the 
twin bridges near Dorcas.

Falls Assembly of God
Easter weekend events 

- Friday 6 p.m., fi lm and 
prayer time; Saturday 1 

p.m., fun for the kids, egg 
hunt and more; Sunday, 10 
a.m. morning worship. See 
Page 6A.
Table of Grace Ministry

Easter sunrise service at 
7 a.m. at 859 Burgess Hol-
low Road, Petersburg, with 
Pastor Dreama Kelly.

Bethel Church
You are invited to cel-

ebrate the life, death and 
resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ at Bethel 
Church. Special Good Fri-
day service at 7 p.m., Eas-
ter sunrise service at 7 a.m. 
followed by breakfast and 
then Easter worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Route 220 
south, Franklin Pike.

Mt. Carmel Church
Holy week services are 

Maundy Thursday, April 
17, at 7 p.m., Good Friday 
prayer service, April 18 at 
7 p.m. and Easter Sunday 
service, April 20 at 7 a.m. 
with outdoor  sunrise ser-
vice, breakfast to follow 
and an egg hunt for the 
kids. 2354 Patterson Creek 
Rd., Arthur.

Anna Goldizen elected to 
membership into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi

Anna Goldizen of Cab-
ins, W.Va., was recently 
elected to membership into 
The Honor Society of Phi 
Kappa Phi, the nation’s 
oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate 
honor society, at West Vir-
ginia University.

Goldizen is among ap-
proximately 20,000 stu-
dents, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be ini-
tiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
each year. 

Membership is by in-
vitation only and requires 
nomination and approval 
by a chapter. Only the top 
10% of seniors and 7.5% 
of juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate stu-
dents in the top 10  of the 
number of candidates for 
graduate degrees may also 

qualify, as do faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni 
who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was 
founded in 1897 under the 
leadership of undergrad-
uate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to 
create a different kind of 
honor society: one that rec-
ognized excellence in all 
academic disciplines. 

Today, the Society has 
chapters on more than 300 
campuses in the United 
States, its territories and the 
Philippines. Its mission is 
to “cultivate a community 
that celebrates and advanc-
es the love of learning.”

Goldizen is the daugh-
ter of Bryon and Stephanie 
Goldizen of Cabins.

Carr is GRCC 
April Employee 
in the Spotlight  

Jeanie Carr has been select-
ed as Grant Rehabilitation 
and Care Center’s April 
Employee in the Spotlight. 
She has been an LPN for 
GRCC for 18 years. 

Congratulations to this year’s middle school teacher 
of the year, Janie Pool. She is a fi fth grade teacher at 
Maysville Elementary School. Presenting the award 
was Superintendant of Schools Mitch Webster and 
MES Principal Megan DiBenedetto.

Pool named middle 
school teacher of the 
year for GC Schools

Summer Twigg was busy 
representing PHS at the 
middle school leadership 
conference and missed 
her photo op for March 
Student of the Month in 
last week’s Press.

John Sylvia, CEO of Grant Memorial Hospital and Dr. 
Dewey Bensenhaver.

Twigg is March 
Student of the 
Month at PHS

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

Highlands Bankshares Inc. reports fi rst quarter 
earnings and declares quarterly dividend

Highlands Bankshares 
Inc. announced unaudited 
earnings of $1,384,000 for 
the fi rst three-month period 
ended March 31. This rep-
resents an increase of 55% 
from the $891,000 earned 
during the same period in 
2024. 

On a per share basis, net 
income was $1.04 for the 
fi rst three months of 2025, 
compared to earnings of 
$0.67 per share for the 
three months ended March 
31, 2024.

On April 8, the board of 
directors declared a quar-
terly dividend of $0.45 per 
share to be paid on May 2, 
to all shareholders of re-

cord as of April 25. 
Based upon the current 

market price and annual-
izing the dividends paid to 
shareholders this quarter, 
Highlands’ current divi-
dend yield is 5.29%.

Jack H. Walters, chair-
man and chief executive 
offi cer of the holding com-
pany, stated “Highlands is 
pleased to report increased 
earnings for Q1 2025 com-
pared to the year ago pe-
riod. Earnings were posi-
tively impacted by higher 
levels of net interest in-
come due to growth in our 
loan portfolio, offset some-
what by higher levels of in-
terest expense on deposits. 

“We appreciate the con-
tinued trust of our custom-
ers and shareholders and 
will continue to do our best 
to serve all of our local 
communities with quality 
banking products and great 
customer service.”

Highlands Bankshares, 
Inc. operates 12 banking 
locations in West Virgin-
ia and Virginia through its 
two wholly-owned sub-
sidiary banks, The Grant 
County Bank and Capon 
Valley Bank, and offers 
insurance services through 
its wholly-owned subsid-
iary HBI Life Insurance 
Company.



By Charles Young
WV News

The West Virginia Sen-
ate passed House Bill 2002 
and House Bill 2003 during 
last Wednesday’s fl oor ses-
sion.

HB 2002, a bill re-
quested by Gov. Patrick 
Morrisey, would create a 
system to expedite state-is-
sued permits. HB 2003 
would prohibit students 
from having cellphones 
and other electronics in the 
classroom.

Both bills previously 
passed the West Virgin-
ia House of Delegates, 
but changes were made in 
the Senate. The bills now 
go back to the House for 
lawmakers to consider the 
changes.

The permitting bill re-
quires the the secretary of 
the Department of Admin-
istration to establish an 
online dashboard for per-
mits for any construction, 
economic development, 
infrastructure or natural re-
source project issued by the 
departments of Commerce, 
Environmental Protection, 
Revenue with some excep-

tions, Tourism, Transporta-
tion (except for the DMV) 
and the secretary of state.

The permitting program 
will include a fast-track op-
tion for those willing to pay 
an increased fee to receive 
their permit more quickly 
and a money-back guaran-
tee for all fees if the rele-
vant agencies fail to grant 
or deny a permit applica-
tion within the specifi ed 
deadline.

Morrisey fi rst described 
his idea for reforming the 
permitting process during 
his State of the State ad-
dress in February.

“We must increase ef-
fi ciency in the permitting 
processes so that our trans-
portation, manufacturing 
and energy construction 
projects are not bogged 
down in a sea of red tape,” 
the governor said. 

“So when you want to 
expand a business or build 
a manufacturing facility — 
you come to one offi ce to 
help to coordinate and ex-
pedite all the various per-
mits you need to start your 
project.”

The cellphone ban 

bill would require county 
school boards to develop 
policies banning the use of 
personal electronic devic-
es during instruction time 
by the start of the 2025-26 
school year.

The legislation would 
ban the use of “any por-
table device capable of 
wireless communication or 
computing” including cell-
phones, tablets, laptops, 
smartwatches and portable 
gaming systems not pro-
vided by the school.

Sen. Amy Grady, R-Ma-
son, chair of the Senate Ed-
ucation Committee and an 
elementary school teacher, 
said she was initially hesi-
tant to support the bill but 
later changed her mind.

“Originally, when I had 
this bill sitting in commit-
tee I had mixed feelings 
about it because I felt like 
it was micromanaging. I 
thought it was a teacher’s 
job to manage the class-
room, and if they can’t do 
that it’s the principal’s job 
to make sure they are,” she 
said. 

“But as I was reading re-
search and looking at how 

when other states have put 
this in place, the improve-
ments they’ve seen in their 
academic instruction and 
the improvements they’ve 
seen in their schools in 
general has been great. I’m 
excited and interested for 
West Virginia to see some 
improvements as well.”

Several counties in 
the state already enforce 
varying cell phone bans 
in classrooms to minimize 
distractions, with different 
rules for elementary, mid-
dle and high school stu-
dents.

Berkeley County re-
quires phones to be stored 
away all day for elemen-
tary students, with limit-
ed use for older students, 
while Ohio County allows 
phones during lunch and 
between classes for older 
students.

Monongalia County has 
implemented a strict phone 
ban using Yondr bags for 
older students, citing suc-
cess and concerns about 
social media’s impact on 
student well-being.
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West Virginia Senate passes bills for one-stop 
permitting, banning cellphones in class

Why citizen involvement 
matters more than ever

There was a time early in my ca-
reer when I believed that the single 
most important thing an American 
citizen could do was vote. 

But if a career engaging in pol-
itics and watching politicians at 
work has taught me anything, it’s 
how much our country depends on 
people rolling up their sleeves and 
getting involved. And, increasing-

ly, how much work this demands 
from all of us.

Don’t get me wrong: Voting is still important. So are 
taking the time to be informed about policy and politics 
and telling your representatives what’s important to you. 

But over the years, what may have impressed me the 
most has been watching how we make progress—as a 
community, a state, and even a country—when ordinary 
people get involved in making this a better place to live.

The thing is, being effective at any of this—from 
casting a responsible vote to addressing a neighborhood 
challenge to showing up at a town hall in your congres-
sional district to air your concerns—means learning how 
to inform yourself about issues, explore and evaluate pos-
sible solutions, and maybe above all, tell the difference 
between fact and fi ction. Taking responsibility for being 
informed truly matters. 

You never undo your seat belt or 
jump from a moving roller coaster. 
Nor, should you when it comes to 
our current stock market. 

Eight years ago, if you bought a 
share of VOO or Vanguard S&P 500 
ETF stock, you may have paid about 
$220 for the share. Today, as of this 
writing it’s worth $490.55. In other 
words, even with the fall of the stock 
market recently you have made good 
money on your investment. A couple 

of weeks back it was up to $560 which means you were 
fl ying high on your profi t. Still yet, you have done well. 

If you bought your share of VOO two weeks ago at 
$560 then you have lost $70, at least for now. You may 
lose some more but you have to hold tight. Don’t panic 
and sell now or you will have a loss. Ride it out and give 
the market time to settle down and rise again. If you have 
to cash in your stock then cash in while they are high.

Don’t invest your grocery money in stock.  This is the 
money you need every week for food, shelter, travel and 
overhead. This is not the money you spend on stock. If 
you do, then in two weeks you will have to sell your stock 
to eat and risk losing some of the money you invested. 
Only invest in stock what you don’t currently need for 
general living expenses. 

Who knows how the market will perform over the next 
few weeks. It’s going to be a few weeks or months before 
the tariffs really shape up as to what is really what. The 
reports are that numerous countries are coming to the ta-
ble interested in making deals and playing fair with the 
United States. This will be good for us and them. 

As these deals stabilize look for the stock market to 
become more stable once again. If Japan, India, South 
Korea, Canada and Mexico all level the playing fi eld with 
the United States our stock market will level out. If there 
are more reports of industry manufacturing coming to the 
United States the stock market will begin to rise again. 

Now may be a good time to buy but keep in mind the 
market may go down some more. If you bought VIG two 
weeks ago then you’ve already seen a signifi cant drop. 
Keep in mind you only lose it if you sell it when the stock 
is down. I feel confi dent that the stock market will come 
back bigger and bolder than ever but it may take a few 
months or longer. 

The stock market has averaged making about 10% 
over the last 50 years. This means it has had years when 
it made more and years when it made less. An average of 
10% is about the best you can do on your money over the 
long haul. 

Now is not the time to faint or jump from the roller 
coaster. Rely on your stable income such as Social Secu-
rity, or any other stable income you may have. If you have 
a regular paying job you may want to stay with it a little 
while longer if you can and if you enjoy your work. 

Glenn Mollette is a syndicated columnist and author 
and is read in all 50 states.

Stock market roller 
coaster ... don’t jump

Lee Hamilton

The Light at the end of the tunnel

By Dr. Glenn 
Mollette

By Steven Allen Adams
Parkersburg News 

& Sentinel
While children hunted 

for Easter eggs on the lawn 
of the Capitol Saturday, the 
West Virginia Legislature 
worked to get its remaining 
bills into the basket on the 
fi nal day of the 2025 regu-
lar session, though the pro-
cess on the bill eliminating 
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion got scrambled.

The House of Delegates 
and Senate adjourned at 
midnight Saturday after 
fi rst gaveling in on Feb. 12, 
fi nishing a 60-day session 
that saw 1,516 House bills 
and 944 Senate bills in-
troduced. By the midnight 
chime, lawmakers sent 246 
bills to the desk of Gov. 
Patrick Morrisey, 10% of 
the total bills.

MICROGRIDS AND 
DATA CENTERS

Among the bills that 
went back and forth be-
tween the House and Sen-
ate throughout the day 
Saturday was House Bill 
2014, the Power Genera-
tion and Consumption Act 
introduced on behalf of 
Morrisey.

HB 2014 focuses on 
attracting high-impact in-
dustrial businesses and 
data centers to West Virgin-
ia along with microgrids 
to power the data centers 
using both fossil fuels or 
renewable energy genera-
tion. The legislation aims 

to streamline development, 
offer regulatory exemp-
tions within designated mi-
crogrid districts, establish 
a special valuation and tax 
distribution framework for 
high-impact data centers 
and create a fund for elec-
tric grid stabilization.

Instead of having data 
center property values as-
sessed by the county, the 
bill as it came from the 
House required owners 
to fi le tax returns with the 
Board of Public Works by 
May 1 of each year cover-

ing the preceding tax year.
The Senate on Friday 

night amended the formu-
la for distributing the rev-
enues from the tangible 
personal property taxes, 
with 50% going to the per-
sonal income tax reduction 
fund, 40% going to the 
county where the data cen-
ter is located, 5% going to 
the remaining 54 counties 
based on a per capita ba-
sis using the most recent 
U.S. Census, 3% going 
toward low-income energy 
assistance and 2% going 
into the new Electric Grid 
Stabilization and Security 
Fund.

The House amended the 

Senate’s amendment to HB 
2014 Saturday afternoon in 
an 82-16 vote, sending the 
bill back to the Senate. The 
House amended the tax 
distribution formula, with 
50% going to the personal 
income tax reduction fund, 
30% going to the county 
or counties where the data 
centers are located, 10% 
going to all counties on a 
per capita basis, 5% going 
to the state Economic En-
hancement Grant Fund and 
5% Electric Grid Stabiliza-
tion and Security Fund.

HB 2014 would send a 
signal that West Virginia is 
a good place for data cen-
ters to locate and receive 
the electricity they need, 
House Finance Committee 
Vice Chairman Clay Riley, 
R-Harrison, said.

“The world doesn’t 
know a lot of things about 
West Virginia. They look 
down on us. But again, we 
have the location, we have 
the energy, and we have 
the grit,” Riley said. “And 
I’ll say it again. Give West 
Virginia an opportunity to 
compete and West Virginia 
will win.”

“We want to be the most 
impactful place in the na-

tion to be able to put these 
data centers, and we want 
to be on the forefront of 
being able to get this con-
struction done,” Delegate 
Daniel Linville, R-Cabell, 
said.

But members on both 
sides of the political aisle 
continued to raise concerns 
about the bill stripping 
away local control from lo-
cal zoning ordinances and 
other local rules.

“One of my concerns 
is still about the local con-
trol,” said Delegate Evan 
Hansen, D-Monongalia. 
“It also prohibits counties 
and municipalities from 
imposing or enforcing lo-
cal laws and ordinances 
concerning the creation 
or regulation of any certi-
fi ed microgrid district or 
certifi ed high-impact data 
center therein. So, the cit-
ies and the municipalities 
and counties will no longer 
have any jurisdiction, and 
I think that’s a concern for 
things related to setbacks 
and noise ordinances and 
things like that.”

“There are signifi cant 
concerns of taking away 
the local zoning,” said 
Delegate Joe Funkhouser, 
R-Jefferson. “It’s generally 
a good thing, but the dev-
il is in the details, and I’m 
just sort of expressing the 
concerns that my constitu-
ents have with the details.”

Scrambled Eggs: West Virginia House, 
Senate wrap up 2025 legislative session

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
“The world doesn’t know a lot of things about 
West Virginia. They look down on us. But again, 
we have the location, we have the energy, and we 
have the grit.”         - Clay Riley, R-Harrison, House 

Finance Committee Vice Chairman
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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I wish I could say that this was simple, but it’s not—at 
least, not any longer. There’s no shortage of information 
and opinion out there, but fi nding trustworthy sources of 
information has gotten harder, and the need to be on guard 
against misinformation and biased interpretations—and to 
recognize that in the online world in particular, false or 
slanted information is rampant—has become part and par-
cel of modern life.

So what’s a citizen who wants to be involved do? I 
would argue that while mainstream news organizations 
have plenty of faults and sometimes go astray, day in and 
day out they’re the most reliable source of news and infor-
mation out there. 

But it’s not safe to rely on just one: Seeking a variety 
of sources will make you both more knowledgeable and 
better equipped to weigh in.

In recent years, several efforts to help people get out of 
their ideological bubbles have gained large national fol-
lowings. 

Every day, Isaac Saul’s newsletter, Tangle, comes at a 
major issue in the news from both the left and the right, 
with Saul himself—or a member of his staff—adding his 
own take, which often helpfully puts things in perspective. 

Straight Arrow News, an independently fi nanced web-
site, tries to “report down the middle with facts. Our re-
porting is delivered to you without bias, fi lter, or spin,” 
they write. And Allsides.com ranks media bias and offers 
a look every day at top stories “from the left, center, and 
right” as a way of helping readers parse how the media is 
approaching them.

There are other, similar endeavors, and it’s worth ex-
ploring them to fi nd what works best for you. But the key 
is that being an involved citizen at any level means taking 
responsibility for being knowledgeable and well-informed. 

It’s what’s needed if you’re going to engage with an 
elected representative—whose job, after all, often involves 
marshaling arguments supporting the position they’ve tak-
en. 

And it’s what’s needed if you’re getting involved in 
community life: How reliable is the information you’re 
basing your actions on? Is your involvement helping, or 
is it actually hurting because it’s based on incorrect infor-
mation? 

Taking the time to study an issue and learn it from all 
sides makes you a more effective citizen, plain and simple.

This seems like a lot of work, and it is. But our de-
mocracy was built on the assumption that an engaged, 
well-informed electorate would participate constructively 
in driving it forward. 

Things may have gotten a lot more complicated over 
the centuries, but that core idea—that all of us have skin 
in the game and that, no matter how modest the issue, all 
of us have the ability to improve the quality of life in our 
community—has been a constant. 

Or to put it another way: If you want the system to work 
for you, you’ve got to participate in it.

Lee Hamilton is a senior adviser for the Indiana Uni-
versity Center on Representative Government and was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.
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April 13, 1955
Cread Sions represented 

Grant County at the Amer-
ican Association of school 
administrators in Cleve-
land, Ohio.

A six-year-old Upper 
Tract girl was attacked and 
bitten by a rabid fox, while 
sitting in the doorway of 
her home and her mother 
was scratched while trying 
to defend the child. Treva 
Vandevander and her moth-
er, Glenna Mae, were both 
given treatment for rabies.

Junior Wratchford, 28, 
of Moorefi eld, was in Po-
tomac Valley Hospital suf-
fering from a broken leg 
received while fi ghting a 
stubborn forest fi re in a 
rugged section  of Hardy 
County. Other fi refi ghters 
rescued Wratchford as the 
fl ames crept close to him.

Nan Phillips and Wayne 
Barr were chosen queen 
and king of the Petro Scho-
la yearbook. The two were 
chosen by students who 
purchased yearbooks.

The skeleton of a man, 
whom apparently no one 
missed when he failed to 
return from a deer hunting 
trip in 1953, was found in 
a remote section of Hardy 
County. The remains of 
William Walker were lo-
cated only about 150 yards 
from the home of his broth-
er, Amos. Walker had not 
been seen for 16 months, 
but no one had reported 
him missing until three 
weeks before and a search 
party was organized. Walk-
er was known to go off for 
weeks at a time, without 
telling anyone where he 
was going.

April 14, 1965
State Director A. James 

Manchin of the Farmer’s 
Home Administration an-
nounced that Harlan C. Yo-
kum, son of mr. and Mrs. 
Lester Yokum of Peters-
burg, was promoted to the 
position of Economic Op-
portunity Specialist with 
the agency.

Joseph William Garber, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E.C. 
Garber, had been accept-
ed for admission to WVU 
and was a recipient of the 
Claude Worthington Bene-
dum Scholarship for fresh-
men.

The State Supreme 
Court upheld unanimously 
the validity of West Virgin-
ia’s Sunday closing law.

A marked decrease in 
the number of forest fi res 
during the 1955 season was 
indicated in forest fi re sta-
tistics. In April 1964, 457 

fi res had burned an estimat-
ed 8,128 acres, compared 
with only 168 fi res and 
an estimated 2,765 acres 
burned, as of April 1965. 
Part of the fi re record was 
due to abundant rainfall in 
1965.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer Coby 
of Moorefi eld, a daugh-
ter, April 7; Mr. and Mrs. 
Golden Schell of Peters-
burg, a son, April 7; Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernie Delawder 
of Moorefi eld, a son, April 
7; Mr. and Mrs. Frank-
lin Tulin of Washington, 
D.C., a son, April 8; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Bruce 
Keplinger of Maysville, a 
son, April 11.

April 16, 1975
The PHS Band partic-

ipated in the Region VIII 

Band Festival at Potomac 
State College, April 12, 
and was awarded a superi-
or rating.

Sixteen members of the 
PHS French Club was to 
leave from Kentucky Air-
port for a week’s trip aboard 
to Paris. They were: Lisa 
Deneault, Lu Ann Goldi-
zen, Terry Harman, Nicki 
Kesner, Maria Kessel, Carl 
Lerer, Richard Mathias, 
Marty Maxwell, Johanna 
Maxwell, Amy Moomau, 
Jenette Roby, Lois Shu-
maker, Tim Thorne, Sarah 
Veach, Sherwood Veach 
and Sue Vetter.

Mr. and Mrs. Monte 
Delawder of Cabins an-
nounced the birth of a 
daughter, April 12, at Grant 
Memorial Hospital.

The Vikings beat Union 
23-7 and  Keyser 15-4 and 
lost to Moorefi eld 14-6.

April 10, 1985
Matt Lough of Peters-

burg was awarded the 
American Simmental As-
sociation’s Bronze Merit 
Award, for outstanding 
achievement in the state 
beef cattle programs.

Tammy Kesner, a soph-
omore at Petersburg High 
School, attended the Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Foundation 
West Virginia Leadership 
Seminar.

Raymond “Buck” Harr, 
forest ranger for the W.Va. 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, Division of For-
estry, in Hardy and Grant 
counties, retired March 
31, with over 29 years of 
service. He was employed 
full-time on Oct., 1, 1956, 
as county forest protector.

The leisure suit was high fashion in April 1975 as evi-
denced by this photo in Press featuring The Stewards 
of Shenandoah, Va. who were to give a benefi t sing at 
Union High School to support the Mountaintop Health 
Services Inc.

Citizen  Continued from Page 4A

The Senate concurred 
with the House’s changes 
to the bill Saturday night 
and passed it again in a 
32-1 vote, sending the bill 
to the desk of Gov. Mor-
risey, who was present out-
side the Senate chamber 
just prior to the vote. In an 
interview after the vote, 
Morrisey commended the 
Legislature for passing the 
bill he called “historic.”

“This legislation gives 
us an opportunity to lift 
up our standard of living, 
dramatically reduce our 
state’s income tax, grow 
economically, and do it to 
prepare another generation, 
the next generation of West 
Virginians, for success,” he 
said.

“This is the econom-
ic development bill of the 
session, and I applaud the 
Legislature for acting on 
it,” Morrisey continued. 
“If you have a data cen-
ter, West Virginia should 
be your location for a few 
reasons. We have abundant 
forms of energy, coal, nat-
ural gas, we have a lot of 
water. We’re going to be 
able to move quicker than 
virtually any state in terms 
of building.”

TRANSGENDER 
ISSUES

The West Virginia 
House of Delegates worked 
through two bills Saturday 
aimed at closing loopholes 
for medication gender af-
fi rming and ending state 
programs linked to diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion.

The House passed Sen-
ate Bill 299 modifying 
state regulations on puber-
tal modulation, hormonal 
therapy and gender reas-
signment in an 86-12 vote 
after two hours of debate 
on proposed amendments. 
The bill, once the Senate 
receives the message for 
the House, will be sent to 
the governor.

SB 299 would further 
restrict certain medical 

practices related to gender 
transition for individuals 
under age 18 beginning 
Aug. 1. The bill prohibits 
physicians, physician assis-
tants and advanced practice 
registered nurses from pro-
viding these interventions 
to minors, with specifi c 
exceptions for certain med-
ical conditions unrelated to 
gender dysphoria.

SB 299 also mandates 
a legislative rule regard-
ing telehealth to include a 
prohibition on prescribing 
or dispensing gender alter-
ing medication. Violations 
would be considered un-
professional conduct sub-
ject to license revocation 
and the bill outlines legal 
recourse and enforcement 
by the attorney general.

The bill closes an ex-
emption that was included 
two years ago in House 
Bill 2007 prohibiting phy-
sicians from providing ir-
reversible gender reassign-
ment surgery or medication 
for gender-affi rming care, 
such as hormones or pu-
berty blockers, to a person 
who is under 18 with cer-
tain exceptions.

HB 2007 included 
guardrails to limit use of 
medication gender affi rm-
ing care to adolescents who 
have been diagnosed with 
severe gender dysphoria by 
multiple physicians to ad-
dress psychological issues 
and prevent self-harm and 
as long as the medication is 
limited to the lowest doses 
necessary.

“When (HB 2007) went 
over to the Senate, it was 
amended to preclude med-
ications. So, anything that 
would not be surgery but 
would be a medication was 
still active,” said Delegate 
Brandon Steele, R-Raleigh. 
This bill, Senate Bill 299, 
was the answer to that. The 
purpose of this bill was to 
go back to what the House 
had originally sent to the 
Senate in that original bill 
and ban the use of gender 
altering medications, for 
lack of a better term.”

The House rejected the 
House Health and Human 

Resources Committee’s 
primary amendment to the 
bill that would have re-
moved a new cause of ac-
tion against a health care 
provider and included sev-
eral provisions protecting 
physician assistants and 
advanced practice regis-
tered nurses from employer 
discipline.

Another unsuccess-
ful amendment offered 
by Delegate Bill Flani-
gan, R-Ohio, would have 
made the bill’s provisions 
effective July 1, 2026. 
Opponents of Flanigan’s 
amendment claimed that 
by allowing children an 
additional seven months 
to come off the medica-
tion gender affi rming care 
would cause harm. Flan-
igan argued that the risk 

of attempted suicide by 
children with severe gen-
der dysphoria outweighed 
those concerns.

“What I was trying to 
do, I thought, was helping 
kids. That was it,” Flanigan 
said. “I heard somebody 
say something that (trans-
gender children) might be-
come sterile. They might 
not be able to have a child. 
And that is very unfortu-
nate. I would never want to 
see that. You know what’s 
worse? That kid being 
dead. Because I guarantee 
you they can’t have chil-
dren then.”

Delegate Michael Amos, 
R-Wayne, is a board-certi-
fi ed family medicine phy-
sician and a member of the 
House Health Committee. 
He said the provisions of 
SB 299 would affect about 
100 children receiving 
medication gender affi rm-
ing care under the provi-
sions of HB 2007.

“I get fl ummoxed by the 

discussions that happen by 
non-medical individuals 
and how we can say that 
this is not what it is,” Amos 
said. “We are taking them 
off and just need some time. 
If you wanted to poison pill 
this thing, then they could 
just say that they’re doing 
it for the mental health of 
the kids. And that’s a poi-
son pill enough. This is the 
furthest thing from it.”

DIVERSITY, EQUITY 
AND INCLUSION
The House passed Sen-

ate Bill 474 ending diver-
sity, equity and inclusion 
programs in an 87-12 vote, 
sending that bill back to the 
Senate for concurrence. But 
Republicans in the Senate 
pulled some parliamentary 
strings to get to bill across 
the fi nish line.

SB 474 aims to elim-
inate DEI programs and 
related positions across the 
state’s executive branch, 
public schools and higher 
education institutions. DEI 
is defi ned as actions that 
infl uence hiring based on 
race, color, sex, ethnicity 
or national origin except 
through color-blind or 
sex-neutral processes, the 
promotion of special bene-
fi ts based on these charac-
teristics or the implementa-
tion of policies or training 
referencing these charac-
teristics.

The bill establishes 
prohibitions on DEI offi c-
es, offi cers, preferential 
treatment and mandatory 
DEI training. It also out-
lines complaint and ap-
peals processes for alleged 
violations in schools and 
requires reporting on DEI 
elimination efforts in high-
er education.

The legislation ad-
dresses preferred gender 

pronouns in schools and 
mandates the reallocation 
of unspent DEI funds in 
higher education towards 
student aid or tuition reduc-
tion. The bill emphasizes 
equal treatment, nondis-
crimination, and the protec-
tion of free speech, while 
allowing for legal compli-
ance offi ces and the discus-
sion of certain concepts in 
an academic context.

“This concept regard-
ing elimination of DEI and 
DEI offi ces has been taken 
up in other states across 
the country,” said Delegate 
Joe Ellington, R-Mercer, 
House Education Com-
mittee chairman. “Of note, 
there are 12 states that have 
already adopted this lan-
guage and there are another 
10, including West Virgin-
ia, with pending legisla-
tion.”

More than 20 amend-
ments were rejected to the 
bill, many offered by mem-
bers of the nine-member 
House Democratic caucus. 
Debate on amendments 
was limited to an hour, but 
debate stretched more than 
two hours before debate on 
the main bill began. The 
House’s only three Black 
lawmakers rose to speak 
against the bill.

“We just keep going 
back to this and I’m just 
asking you when is it going 
to stop,” said House Mi-
nority Leader Sean Horn-
buckle, D-Cabell. “What is 
it that you’re seeking? Be-
cause there is no problem. 
Diversity, equity and in-
clusion has never and will 
never be about somebody 
who is not qualifi ed, skip-
ping the line. It is always 
and will always be about 
qualifi ed people just get-
ting an opportunity.”

“Diversity, equity and 
inclusion matters,” said 
Delegate Anitra Hamil-
ton, D-Monongalia. “If we 
don’t embrace these princi-
ples, we don’t have a bone 
in the race of this Backyard 
Brawl. We’ll continue to 
lose every year. I just pray 
that we can not only abol-
ish this legislation, we can 

abolish the mentality and 
ideology that goes along 
with it, and the energy.”

“Bills like this will in-
hibit our students from 
knowing our history,” 
Delegate Hollis Lewis, 
D-Kanawha, said. “We 
have a beautiful, great his-
tory…but now possibly 
our students won’t get to 
know about it, because our 
teachers and educators and 
administrators will say the 
risk isn’t worth the award.”

Sen. Joey Garcia, 
D-Marion, had 15 amend-
ments to SB 474 pend-
ing. But with less than 30 
minutes until the midnight 
deadline, the Senate ad-
opted a motion to suspend 
Joint Rule No. 3 that gov-
erns the process for how 
disagreements over bills 
are resolved between the 
House and the Senate to 
quickly concur and pass 
the bill in a 31-2 vote with-
out considering Garcia’s 
amendments.

“I don’t understand what 
the motion is,” said Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mike 
Woelfel, D-Cabell. “People 
are watching us all around 
the state and I would like to 
know what is going on.”

But after further consid-
eration, the Senate recon-
sidered the vote on SB 474 
then moved the previous 
question, closing off de-
bate on the reconsideration 
motion. Sen. Eric Tarr, 
R-Putnam, then withdrew 
the motion to suspend Joint 
Rule No. 3 and moved to 
concur and pass SB 474. 
Another motion to move 
the previous question was 
called, to which Garcia ob-
jected.

“I have amendments 
in the system to the con-
currence, so those amend-
ments need to be taken up,” 
Garcia said.

The Senate then passed 
SB 474 again in a 31-2 
vote 10 minutes prior to the 
midnight deadline, send-
ing the bill to the governor. 
SB 474 codifi es an earlier 
executive order issued by 
Morrisey in January

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The legislation addresses preferred gender 

pronouns in schools and mandates the reallo-
cation of unspent DEI funds in higher education 
towards student aid or tuition reduction. The bill 
emphasizes equal treatment, nondiscrimination, 
and the protection of free speech, while allow-

ing for legal compliance offi ces and the discus-
sion of certain concepts in an academic context.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Local and area obituaries
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Matthew, 3) An angel, 
4) Disciples, 5) Thomas 
(called Didymus), 6) 40 
days

1. Is the book of Geth-
semane (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. What’s the only book 
of the Bible that mentions 
Christ’s tomb being sealed? 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

3. From Matthew 28:2, 
who rolled back the stone 
from the door of Jesus’ 
tomb and sat upon it? Si-
mon, An angel, Villagers, 
Disciples

4. When Mary Magda-
lene and “the other Mary” 
came upon the risen Jesus, 
who did He ask them to 
inform? Priests, Disciples, 
No one, Villagers

5. From John 20, which 
disciple doubted Jesus had 
risen unless he could see 
the wounds? Peter, An-
drew, Thomas, Thaddeus

6. How long did Jesus 
remain after His resurrec-
tion before He ascended 
into heaven? Instanta-
neously, 1 hour, 7 days, 40 
days

Comments? More Triv-
ia? Gift ideas? Visit www.
TriviaGuy.com. 

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

John Stanton, 89, of 
Petersburg, W.Va., passed 
away at his home on Thurs-
day, April 10, 2025.  

Born December 7, 1935 
in Cawood, Ky., and was a 
son of the late George Stan-
ton Sr. and Grace (Brown-
ing) Stanton.

John served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps for four 
years and 18 years in the 
U.S. Army. He retired in 
1997 from Williamsburg 
Sheriff Department. Local-
ly John retired from Poto-
mac Valley Transit Author-
ity (PVTA). He enjoyed 
motorcycling, Kentucky 
Wildcat basketball, Nascar 
and his furry family.

In addition to his par-
ents, John was preceded 
in death by three brothers, 
James Stanton, George 
“Chic” Stanton Jr. and San-
key “Sam” Stanton; six 
sisters, Mildred Shackel-
ford, Bernice Green, Vera 
Whitehead, Gertrude Blan-
ton, Sandra Simpson and 
Mary Baker.

He is survived by his 
wife of 34 years, Lisa Stan-
ton; two sons, Joseph (Car-
olyn) Stanton and Gabriel 
Stanton; three daughters, 
Monica (Mark) Goltare, 
Sandra (Jerome) Kyle and 
Glenda (Stuart) Frantz; 
13 grandchildren, Katelyn 
(Clint) Riggleman, Mat-
thew (Brittany) Twyman, 
Jesseca Thompson, Colton 
(Kiley) Thompson, Page 
Frantz, J.T. (Becka) Gib-
son, John (Samantha) Gib-
son, Joseph Gibson, Sallie 

(Nick) Ujlaky, Randall 
(Brittney) Gibson, Daniel 
(Nicole) Goltare, Michael 
(Morgan) Amos, and Sa-
mantha (Michael) Farmer; 
26 great-grandchildren; 
four sisters, Esther Teil-
mann, Georgia Zuckerman, 
Helen (Van)  Gillum and 
Ruth James; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday afternoon, April 
12,  at the Schaeffer Fun-
ral Home, with Pastor 
Larry Hakes offi ciating. 
Interment followed in the 
Lahmansville Cemetery, 
Lahmansville, W.Va. with 
military honors by the 
Grant County Veterans 
Honor Guard and United 
States Army Honor Guard.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Hospice 
Promise Foundation, c/o 
Grant Memorial Hospice, 
100 Hospital Drive, Suite 
2,  Petersburg, WV 26847.  

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be left at www.
schaefferfuneralhome.com

(4-15-25)

 JOHN STANTON

Isabelle Mae Smith 
“Issy” Spencer, age 100, 
passed away Sunday, April 
6, 2025, at Oakmont As-
sisted Living, Bristol, Va.  

Born March 13, 1925, in 
Keyser, W.Va., she was the 
daughter of the late Harold 
M. and Gaynell K. Smith.  

She was a homemaker 
and a jack of all trades.  She 
was an active 4-H Leader, 
WV All-Star, a volunteer 
at Greenbrier Valley Med-
ical Center, and the Amer-
ican Red Cross. She was a 
member of Pickaway Unit-
ed Methodist Church and 
the Union Chapter of East-
ern Star #122.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Raymond Earl Spencer; 
son, Ronald L. Spencer; 
and four brothers, Thomas, 
Richard, Ralph and Harry.  

Survivors include her 
daughters, Judy Merritt of 
Abingdon, Md., and Barbie 
Leong and husband Am-
brose of Bristol; six grand-
children, Heather Holmes 
of Birmingham, Ala., An-
drea Kirk of Belair, Md., 
Erica Spencer of Birming-

ham, Valerie Blankenship 
of Wheeling, W.Va., Spen-
cer Leong of Spartanburg, 
S.C. and Milie Leong of 
Philadelphia, Pa.; and four 
great-grandchildren.

At Mrs. Spencer’s re-
quest, no formal services 
were conducted.

Those wishing to ex-
press sympathy online may 
do so by visiting www.far-
risfuneralservice.com and 
signing the online guest 
register.  The family of Is-
abelle Mae Smith Spencer 
is being cared for by Farris 
Funeral Service & Crema-
tory, 427 East Main Street, 
Abingdon, VA 24210, 276-
623-2700.           (4-15-25)

ISABELLE M. SPENCER

Dorothy Earlene (Ev-
ans) Bolyard, 80, passed 
away Sunday, April 6, 
2025, at E.A. Hawse 
Healthcare Center in Bak-
er, W.Va., surrounded by 
the warmth of her family’s 
love.

Born January 8, 1945, in 
Kitzmiller, Md., she was a 
daughter of the late Leslie 
Carl Evans and Hulda Jane 
(Stark) Evans. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Dorothy was preced-
ed in death one brother, 
Paul Evans; and one sister, 
Mildred Evans.

Dorothy is survived by 
one son, Harold W. Bol-
yard and wife Glenda of 
Petersburg, W.Va.; two 
daughters, Sarah E. Boyce 
and husband Dwayne of 
Keyser, W.Va. and Tam-
my J. Mongold and hus-
band David W. of Bak-
er; 12 grandchildren; 17 
great-grandchildren; eight 
great-great-grandchildren; 
two sisters, Emma Jean 
Harris of Petersburg and 
Nancy Evans of Baltimore, 
Md.; three brothers, Ronnie 
Evans of Southerland, Va., 
Roy Evans of Jefferson, 
N.C. and Carl Evans of 
Cumberland, Md.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Dorothy’s love for gar-
dening, canning, and tend-
ing to fl owers was not just 
a hobby but a testament 
to her connection with the 
cycles of life and growth.  
Throughout her life, Dor-
othy’s loving heart found 

its truest expression in her 
devotion to her family. 

Family gatherings were 
a highlight for Dorothy, 
where her presence was 
the cornerstone of many 
cherished memories. Her 
memory will be cherished 
and kept alive through the 
stories her family share, the 
gardens they tend and the 
love they give, just as she 
did. 

Funeral services were  
Wednesday afternoon, 
April 9, in the chapel of the 
Schaeffer Funeral Home, 
Petersburg, with her son, 
Harold W. Bolyard and 
Derek Bailey offi ciating.  
Burial followed in Maple 
Hill Cemetery, Petersburg. 

Memorials may be made 
to the family, c/o Schaeffer 
Funeral Home, 11 North 
Main Street, Petersburg, 
WV  26847.

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be left at www.
schaefferfuneralhome.com

(4-15-25)

DOROTHY E. BOLYARD

Final Lenten 
Luncheon 
Wednesday

Petersburg Church 
Women United and the 
Ministerial Association 
are sponsoring the annual 
Lenten Luncheons in the 
fellowship hall at Peters-
burg Presbyterian Church. 

Lunch, is soup, sand-
wich and dessert, will be 
served promptly at noon 
with a message provided 
by a local pastor, and will 
end at 12:30 p.m. The cost 
is $5. Everyone welcome.

Scheduled speaker:
April 16 - Rev. David 

Webb of St. John’s United 
Methodist Church.

DELFTWARE
Talk about May fl owers! 

The bright colors of the tu-
lips on this charger could 
rival the real ones grow-
ing outside. And to think 
they’re over 300 years old! 

The charger was made 
in England in about 1690. 
Even with a few signs of 
wear, its age, craftsman-
ship and design brought 
its price to an impressive 
$3,997 at Brunk Auctions. 
It is a type of tin-glazed 
earthenware pottery called 
delft or delftware. 

The name “delft” may 
conjure up images of blue-
and-white Dutch scenes, 
and it comes from a city in 
Holland that produced that 
type of pottery. Dutch im-
migrants brought the tech-
nique to England in the late 
16th century, and London 
became a center for making 
delftware. Designs were 
often inspired by Chinese 
porcelain, and, although 
blue-and-white delftware 
was popular, potters ex-

perimented with different 
colors. 

This charger uses yel-
low, green and ochre as 
well as blue. Multicolor 
designs are often called 
“polychrome.” Delftware 
lost popularity in the 18th 
century as Europeans be-
gan making their own por-
celain, but, in the 1800s, 
ceramics decorated with 
designs inspired by old 
delft became popular again 
in Holland, especially with 
tourists. They are still pop-
ular gifts and souvenirs, 
although they are often im-
ported. Watch out for piec-
es labeled “Delft”; they 
were made in the 20th or 
21st century. 

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Basketball
Continued from front

It is important to note 
that the offi cer reviewing 
the videos believed them 
to be out of chronological 
order but were all related 
to Ketterman’s behavior 
during the game.

The fi rst video de-
scribed in the report de-
picts Ketterman placing 
both his feet fi rmly on the 
fl oor, rearing back his el-
bow and swinging his el-
bow directly into the face 

of the 17-year old victim. 
In the second video, 

Ketterman is seen swing-
ing his elbow “wildly” 
and striking the back of 
the head of the same vic-
tim and knocking him for-
ward. 

In the third video, 
Ketterman is seen again 
swinging his elbow “wild-
ly” at the head of another 
minor Union player, strik-
ing the left shoulder of the 
victim and glancing off the 
back of his head. In the 
fourth video, Ketterman is 
noted to be wiping some-

thing off the elbow he had 
just used to strike one of 
the victims. 

In the fi fth and fi nal 
video, Ketterman is seen 
shoving another Union 
player out of the court 
area, nearly knocking him 
down. It should be noted 
that no criminal charges 
were fi led from the fi fth 
video incident. 

After reviewing the 
videos, the investigating 
offi cer noted that Ketter-
man’s actions appeared to 
be intentional and crimi-
nally malicious in nature.  

Upon follow-up with 
the reporting parent, the 
fi rst alleged victim of Ket-
terman is confi rmed to 
have a broken nose that 
was injured near the top of 
his brow, making surgery 
diffi cult. The parent ex-
plained that they had been 
told that the surgery may 
be “intrusive” and would 
probably leave scarring. 
Due to these complica-
tions, they had elected to 
forgo surgery but that he 
would likely forever have 
a “slightly crooked” nose. 

Due to the offi cer’s 

agreement that Ketter-
man’s actions had been 
intentional and that he 
had intended to needless-
ly harm the other players, 
Ketterman was charged 
with one felony count of 
malicious assault and two 
additional felony counts 
of attempted malicious 
assault. The charges stem 
from Ketterman’s swing-
ing at both the 17-year-old 
victim and a 16-year-old 
victim. The offi cer noted 
that the swinging was done 
in the exact same manner, 
intentionally seeking to 

infl ict the same or worse 
type of injury to the sec-
ond victim. 

Ketterman was held 
at the Tygarts Valley Re-
gional Jail until he posted 
a required $12,500 bond. 
A preliminary hearing into 
the incident will be held in 
May in the Grant County 
Magistrate Court.  

It is important to note 
that a charge is just an ac-
cusation and the defendant 
is innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law. 

Water
Continued from front

it has yet to show full ef-
fects. This has left the 
MTPSD in a fi nancially 
diffi cult position, with the 
representatives requesting 
additional funds to assist 
with their necessary costs 
in the coming month. 

They explained that the 
cost would balance out 
once the rate increase was 
in effect; however, they 
wanted to avoid any fur-
ther rate increases if they 
were not fully necessary to 
continue providing service 
to their customers. The 
group requested approx-
imately $16,000 to cover 
current costs. 

The group said the 
funds would rebound due 
to the rate increase within 
the next eight weeks. 

County administrator 
Michelle Sites spoke with 
the county’s chief fi nancial 
offi cer (CFO), who con-
fi rmed that the county had 
the necessary funds avail-
able in their Local Assis-
tance and Tribal Consis-
tency Fund. 

The commission ap-
proved the MTPSD’s re-
quest of approximately 
$16,000 and clarifi ed that 
the funds would not need 
to be paid back. 

The MTPSD repre-
sentatives expressed their 
gratitude for the commis-
sion’s support, saying they 
were grateful to be able to 

provide public water to the 
citizens in Mount Storm, 
Bayard and Elk Garden. 

The commission agr-
eed, thanking the MTPSD 
for their hard work in the 
area. 

“You guys have always 
done more with less and 
we have always been im-
pressed by that,” said com-
missioner Scotty Miley. 
“It’s an important service 
that I’m glad we are able 
to help offer.”

Commission president 
Kevin Hagerty agreed, 
saying he had seen fi rst 
hand the impact public 
water was able to offer to 
the county. 

“I am an appraiser by 
trade and I work in differ-
ent counties all over the 

region, from Jefferson all 
the way down to Pend-
leton, and Grant County 
is wonderful in regard to 
water,” said Hagerty. “Be-
ing able to offer public 
water to nearly the entire 
county, is way beyond any 
other county I have done 
appraisals in. It has a big 
impact on property value. 
People do not have to wor-
ry about digging wells and 
Hardy County even has 
places where they have 
to use cisterns. Typically 
speaking we do not have 
to worry about that, so it 
is a great asset to not only 
off the mountain in Peters-
burg, but also the Moun-
tain Top.”

During the conversa-
tion, the group also dis-

cussed the recent water 
study the county funded 
that was completed by 
Cerrone Associates. The 
commission has expressed 
a goal of leveraging the in-
formation gathered by the 
study to apply for further 
grants aimed at providing 
services to rural commu-
nities and their infrastruc-

ture. The MTPSD also 
expressed gratitude for the 
study, saying it had been 
very informative to them 
concerning not only their 
current capabilities but by 
also providing insight on 
how to expand services in 
the future. 

 

Health
Continued from front

BETA Club is committed 
to strengthening our com-
munity and helping meet 
hospital and patient needs 

through blood donations,” 
said Jamie Tallman. “This 
blood drive is our way of 
giving staff, colleagues 
and neighbors an opportu-
nity to help save lives.” 

Blood is a perishable 
product that can only come 

from volunteer blood do-
nors. With someone in the 
U.S. needing blood every 
two seconds, blood prod-
ucts must be constantly re-
plenished, according to the 
Red Cross. 

“We urge community 

members to donate blood 
and help ensure that pa-
tients in local hospitals 
have a supply of blood 
ready and waiting before 
an emergency occurs. 
There’s no better feeling 
than knowing that your 

blood donation may give 
someone a second chance 
at life.”

According to the Red 
Cross, donors with all 
blood types are needed, 
especially those with types 
O negative, A negative and 

B negative.
For more information 

or to make an appointment 
to donate, sign up online at 
redcrossblood.org or call 
304-257-3256.

Hermitage
Continued from front

“It just seemed natural 
for us to branch out,” said 
Keplinger. “It is a similar 
model to what we have 
been doing at the Mullin’s 
Restaurant. It fi ts into what 
we were looking forward 
to in the future.”

“We look at ourselves 
as a hospitality compa-
ny,” Keplinger said. “We 
have the comfort foods of 
pizza, which you can call 
and have delivered or pick 
up. But we also do more of 

the restaurant dining that 
is home cooking and offer 
meals like steak or shrimp. 
But now we also offer the 
room rentals, we have the 
pub in Moorefi eld and the 
hotel. And our plans here... 
we have a lot of exciting 
plans here at the Hermit-
age.”

The Hermitage 1841 
Restaurant’s kitchen is 
overseen by chef Shawn 
Lender, who worked at 
the restaurant 20 years ago 

when it and the hotel were 
run by different owners. 

Sites explained that the 
restaurant will be offering 
special events in the com-
ing weeks, including live 
music which will begin in 
the near future. 

And beyond offering 
private party options for 
weddings, anniversaries, 
birthdays or any other spe-
cial events in customers’ 
lives, they will also be 
offering special holiday 
events for occasions such 
as Mother’s Day. These 
events will offer buffet 
dining for families to en-

joy. 
Having already run the 

successful Mullin’s 1847 
Restaurant in Moorefi eld 
since 2017, the family are 
no strangers to operating 
out of classic and notewor-
thy buildings. 

In fact, Sites explained 
that the Hermitage is now 
their oldest restaurant lo-
cation, being constructed 
six years prior to the Mul-
lin’s Hotel, in 1841. 

“Working out of a build-

ing like this is unique,” 
explained Keplinger. “It 
can be a benefi t because 
you have this remarkable 
atmosphere. But you al-
ways have to be careful at 
the same time to stay true 
to that history. When it 
comes to decor you don’t 
want to bring something 
too modern in that con-
fl icts with that atmosphere. 
This property has been op-
erated since 1841, it has 
been a house, it has been a 
restaurant and it has been 
a hotel. It’s similar with 
Mullin’s 1847, both prop-
erties have historical value 
to the community and we 
want to honor and upkeep 
that.”

Keplinger also clari-
fi ed the value the business 
places on that community 
signifi cance, saying that 
their restaurants are meant 
for everyone to enjoy and 
are welcoming to the en-
tire community. 

“Our philosphy and 
what we have built, is, for 
one, we want a great atmo-
sphere,” Keplinger said. 
“When you come through 
the doors we want to have 
a great service experience 
from our staff. All of our 
staff goes through special 
training and we hold them 
to a high level. Everything 
has a set routine, so that 
that great experience is 
consistent for every sin-
gle customer that comes 
through our doors. We are 
down to earth here. We are 
in Grant County and we 
are part of that commu-
nity. We want to be able 
to bring people different 
dishes. If you want a meat-
loaf, we got it. If you want 
some chicken, we got it. If 
you want some pasta, we 
got it. But we also come 

out with different things 
too, new things to try for 
people who are interested 
in that, too.”

Both Sites and 
Keplinger praised their 
staff, not only at the Her-
mitigate 1841 but also 
Mullin’s 1847, saying they 
operated on a philosophy 
that their employees are 
a part of their family and 
are treated as such. This 
includes offering very 
competitive pay and ben-
efi ts that exceed the local 
industry standard. 

“You can’t treat people 
as if they are a number,” 
Keplinger said. “Some 
days Marcus and I can be 

their banker, their pastor, 
their father, their mother, 
their best friend, whatev-
er they need. We try to be 
there for each other. We 
recognize that things hap-
pen in life. They have fam-
ilies, children can get sick, 
and we understand that. 
And because of that, our 
employees are often quick 
to fi ll in when someone is 
in a situation like that, and 
really, Marcus and I are, 
too. We are here as the 
business owners in what-
ever way we need to be.”

Between all their busi-
nesses, the family has 
about 100 employees. 

“We are excited to be 

in Petersburg and to be in 
this beautiful building,” 
Keplinger said. “We have 
already had such a great 
response from this great 
community and we are 
looking forward to what is 
going to come next.”

The Hermitage 1841 
Restaurant is open Sun-
day through Thursday 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday 
and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. For more information, 
check out their Facebook 
page at Hermitage 1841 
Restaurant or their website 
www.hermitage1841.com.

A Community Newspaper
Grant County Press

When You Subscribe Today at 
 • grantcountypress.com 
 • 304-257-1844
 • our offi ce - 47 S. Main Street
 • by mail: PO Box 39, 
    Petersburg WV 26847

Support local news and business!

52 Weeks for ... 

 $49 (Grant County)

 $54 (WV Other Counties)

 $56 (Out-of-State)



 Romney

 304-822-3564
 96 E. Main Street

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 
 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Independent Insurance Agent 
 Serving the Area Since 1946!

 Need insurance?
 Want to review your 
 current coverage?

 Have your premiums 
 gone up?

 Call us for a free, no 
 obligation quote.

 Petersburg

 304-257-0700
 2 Alt Avenue

 Y our full-service 
   collision center!

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Matt & Cary Ours, Owners
 Pick-up and Delivery of your vehicle

 304-257-2580

 Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV
 M-F 8 a.m to 5 p.m.
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 BUILDERS   CENTER
 You make the call ... 

 we make the haul!
 Rt. 42, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-2100  OPTIONAL BOOM 

 TRUCK SERVICE

 www.wvbuilders.com

 ELECTRIC & SUPPLY

 E LECTRICAL   •  P LUMBING   •  H ARDWARE
 C ULVERTS  • K EYS  M ADE   •  S AW  C HAINS

 South Petersburg 
 304-257-9600   Mon. - Fri. 7 to 5

 Plus more inside  our store!

 HOTT INSURANCE 
 & FINANCIAL 

 SERVICES LLC

 John Paul Hott II, Owner

 hottinsurance.com

 Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life Erie
 Insurance ®

 207 N. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-4494

 444 N. Main St.
 Franklin, WV
 304-358-3777

 568 S. Mineral
 Keyser, WV

 304-788-9333

 Petersburg, WV

 Serving the people of the Potomac Valley 

 WVUMedicine.or/Grant
 304-257-1026

 Clean, Dependable
 and Affordable 

 A-1 Cars & Trucks

 MIKE’S
 Bus: 304-257-2300
 Res: 304-749-7029

 421 Keyser Ave., Petersburg

 BUY • SELL • TRADE

 A U T O  S A L E S
 Michael E. Van Meter, Owner

 We Take Dents Out of 
 Your Car Without Making 
 a Dent in Your Wallet!

 304-257-4660

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 Insurance Work Welcome

 YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC .
 YOKUM’S PAINT &  YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC . BODY WORKS,  INC .

 Don’t cuss - 

 call us!

 WV Licensed WV061023

 304-257-1707
 Petersbur g, WV

 Serving the 
 community 

 for over 
 50 years!

 24 North Main Street 
 Petersburg, WV
 304-257-1044 judysdrugstore.com

 436 KEYSER AVE. (ON THE HILL) PETERSBURG

 304-257-4577
 UPS and FedEx 

 Shipping & more!

 LG HDTVs
 Hunting & 

 Fishing
 Supplies

 Over 90 Styles 

 of Boots!

 www.hawsehealth.com

 Medical • Dental  
 Behavioral • Pharmacy

 Offices in Baker, Petersburg, Moorefield, 
 Wardensville and Romney

 Open Mon. - Fri. 
 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Order parts 
 Mon. - Fri. 

 by 10:45 and get 
 them that 
 afternoon!

 PETERSBURG PLAZA 
 S. GROVE STREET  304-257-4942

 Sat. 8 - 5 & Sun. 1 - 4

 1.5 mi. north on Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV

 304-257-2580

 Call Us Straight Down 
 the Middle!

 Towing & Auto 
 Services



B Section

 Sports
April 15, 2025

Petersburg High School 2025 Boys Petersburg High School 2025 Boys 
and Girls Tennis Teamsand Girls Tennis Teams

PHS Tennis Roster
Olivia Carle 12
Sophie Rafter 11 
Callie Sites 11 
Tara Kimble 10 
Ireland Gray 10 
Ava Gray 10 
Angela Willis 10 
Tabitha Goldizen 10 
Belanna Moyers 9 
Annamarie Teter 9 
Ava Ours 9 
Jesslyn Berg 9 
Marley Evans 9
Trenten Smoot 12 
Jaxon Kile 11 
Jesse Ockerman 11 
Benjamin Kuhn 9 
Zach Carlon 9 
Samuel Yeager 9
Coaches: Aidan Snodgrass and 
Jake Gray

More photos from Union’s Heart Health Day...



FOR SALE:
Purebred dauschund pup-
pies. Vet checked and 
ready to go. $500 each. 
304-668-4450.
4/15-4/22f ___________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________
Joy Senior Apartments 
- Income based elderly 
housing. HUD approved. 
Adjacent  to Senior Center. 
PVTA available. Call 304-
851-0998. EOE.
5/14tfn ______________
3 bedroom, 2 bath located 
at Haven Farms Circle SD, 
ABSOLUTELY NO SMOK-
ING OR PETS, references 
required. Call 304-749-
7355.
4/15-5/7p ____________
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.   tfn ___

SERVICES:
A&S Enterprises: Offer-
ing septic tank pumping, 
grease trap pumping, por-
table toilet rentals and A/C 
restroom trailers in Grant, 
Hardy and Pendleton 
counties. WV licensed and 
insured, 304-257-9505.
6/11tfn ______________
Painting: houses, roofs, 
barns and roofs, outbuild-
ings, churches, fences, 
businesses, stain log 
homes, pressure washing, 
interiors, 35 years of ex-
perience, 304-358-7208, 
Ronnie Kimble, WV li-
censed and insured.
2/11-11/11p___________
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509, 
credit cards accepted.
9/12tfn ______________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________

EMPLOYMENT:
Looking for help weed 
eating or mowing in the 
Moorefi eld/ Petersburg area. 
Call 304-703-0248.
4/15-4/22f ___________
CDL Driver wanted.  
Tri-County Tool Rentals is 
looking for CDL driver to 
pick up and deliver equip-
ment.  Pay is $22 hour plus 
health insurance, 401K re-

tirement plan, and vacation 
pay.  Come join our team 
for a challenging and fun 
work experience.  Call 304-
538-7895 to apply.
3/11-4/29 ____________
Scale House Personnel 
Help Wanted Ad - Greer 
Lime Company: The ar-
ea’s leading lime and 
aggregate producer has 
a position available in our 
Scale House.  Candidates 
with strong communication 
and computer skills are 
encouraged to apply.  The 
ideal candidate will have 
experience working close-
ly with others in an offi ce 
setting, and willing to learn 
skills such as, managing 
trucks to guarantee correct 
product loading, customer 
communication, as well as 
receiving and scheduling 
customer orders.  Greer 
Lime Company is an equal 
opportunity employer and 
offers competitive hourly 
wages and an excellent 
benefi ts package.  Interest-
ed applicants should send 
a resume to hvance@
greerlime.com, mail to 
Greer Lime Company, 
1088 Germany Valley 
Limestone Road, Riverton, 
WV 26814, or stop by in 
person. 
4/15-4/22 ____________

WANTED:
18 to 24 month old bull; 
Simmental, Limosine or 
Maine-Anjou. 304-668-4450.
4/15-4/22f ___________
MISCELLANEOUS:
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
4/15p ________________

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
4/15p ________________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
4/15p ________________
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S 
NUMBER ONE AWNING! 
Instant shade at the touch 
of a button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 
1-888-485-5756
4/15p ________________
WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126
4/15p ________________
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
4/15p ________________
CONSUMER CELLULAR 
- the same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as the larg-
est carriers. No long-term 

contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk 
and text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411
4/15p ________________
ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
4/15p ________________
WE BUY 8,000 CARS A 
WEEK. Sell your old, busted 
or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583
4/15p ________________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with 
a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
4/15p ________________
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company - 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
4/15p ________________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
4/15p ________________
GET A BREAK ON YOUR 
TAXES! Donate your car, 
truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-855-368-
9004 today!
4/15p ________________
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited 
time, waiving ALL installa-
tion costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change 

and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 6/30/25.) Call 1-855-
576-4703
4/15p ________________
CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
4/15p ________________
GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET!  Free Install, 
Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-855-736-4350
4/15p ________________
IF YOU HAD KNEE OR 

HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY and suffered an in-
fection due to use of a Bair 
Hugger (Blue Blanket), be-
tween 2020 and the present 
time, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call at-
torney Charles H. Johnson 
800/535-5727
4/15p ________________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare has 
openings for children age 
6 wks - 12 yrs of age. 304-
257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

BUSINESS:
Interest in an established 
local business for sale. Call 
304-257-8166. 
12/17tfn _____________
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ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS 
Williamson Shriver 
Architects Project 

2024-033
The South Branch Ca-

reer and Technical Center 
Administrative Council, 
Petersburg, WV, will re-
ceive bids for Electrical 
Upgrades and Campus 
Renovations at South 
Branch Career and Tech-
nical Center until 1:00 
p.m. local prevailing time 
on 6th day of May, 2025, 
at the offi ce of the South 
Branch Career and Tech-
nical Center, 401 Pierpont 
Street, Petersburg, WV, at 
which time and place all 
bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.

A MANDATORY Pre-
Bid Conference, for Gen-
eral Construction, has 
been scheduled for the 
22nd day of April, 2025 at 
1:00 p.m., at South Branch 
Career and Technical Cen-
ter, 401 Pierpont Street, 
Petersburg, WV. A site visit 
will be conducted following 
the meeting.

The contract docu-
ments are available only 

from the architect’s elec-
tronic distribution system. 
Login credentials will be 
sent to all prospective con-
tractors and subcontractors 
after the request is made 
to biddocs@wsgarch.com. 
Addenda will be only dis-
tributed electronically from 
the Architects electronic 
distribution system to bid-
ders registered in atten-
dance at the mandatory 
pre-bid meeting.

Each Bidder must be 
registered with the West 
Virginia Department of Tax 
and Revenue prior to the 
time and date for Receipt of 
Bids in order for his Bid to 
be considered. Each Bid-
der’s registration certifi cate 
number shall be written in 
the space provided on the 
Form of Proposal.

All bidders are required 
to be licensed to perform 
work in the State prior to 
submitting a bid for this 
project as required by 
Chapter 21, Article 11, of 
the Code of West Virginia. 
Each Bidder’s contractor 
License number shall be 
written in the space pro-
vided on the Form of Pro-

posal.
A satisfactory bid bond 

furnished by a solvent sure-
ty company authorized to 
do business in the State of 
West Virginia, in an amount 
equal to fi ve (5%) of the to-
tal amount of bid, payable 
to the South Branch Career 
and Technical Center Ad-
ministrative Council, shall 
be submitted with each Bid.

Each (The) successful 
bidder will be required to 
furnish a satisfactory Per-
formance Bond and Pay-
ment Bond and the fee for 
same shall be included in 
their bid.

No bid may be with-
drawn after the scheduled 
closing time for the receipt 
of bids for at least thirty 
(30) days.

The South Branch Ca-
reer and Technical Center 
Administrative Council 
reserves the right or reject 
any or all bids.

THE SOUTH BRANCH 
CAREER AND 

TECHNICAL CENTER
Shelly Crites

Administrative Director
4/8-4/15______________

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND FORECLOSURE SALE

WHEREAS, a certain Deed of Trust dated September 23, 2013, was executed by Hel-
en C. Hyre to Robert Alan Milner, Trustee, securing American Advisors Group (MERS) in 
the amount of $300,000.00, of record in the Offi ce of the Clerk of the County Commission of 
Grant County, West Virginia in Book 254, at Page 68. This Deed of Trust was assigned from 
by Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. (MERS) solely as nominee for American 
Advisors Group to The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development by Assignment dated 
October 21, 2019, of record in the Clerk’s Offi ce in Book 290, at Page 378; and

WHEREAS, a certain Second Deed of Trust dated September 23, 2013, was executed 
by Helen C. Hyre to Senior Offi cial with responsibility for Single Family Mortgage Insurance 
Programs in the Department of Housing and Urban Development Field Offi ce with juris-
diction over the property or a designee of that Offi cial, Trustee, securing The Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development in the amount of $300,000.00, of record in the Offi ce of 
the Clerk of the County Commission of Grant County, West Virginia in Book 254, at Page 
81; and

WHEREAS, a default has been made in the covenants and conditions of the above 
Deeds of Trust in the payment due on December 26, 2024, was not made and remains 
wholly unpaid as of the date of this notice, and no payment has been made suffi cient to 
restore the loan to currency; and 

WHEREAS, the entire amount delinquent as of February 26, 2025 is $286,648.17; 
and; 

WHEREAS, by virtue of this default, the Secretary has declared the entire amount of 
the indebtedness secured by the Deeds of Trust to be immediate due and payable; and  

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to powers vested in it by the Single Family Mortgage 
Foreclosure Act of 1994, 12 U.S.C. 3751 et seq, by 24 CFR part 27, subpart B and by the 
Secretary’s designation of Bailey & Slotnick as Foreclosure Commissioner by FORECLO-
SURE COMMISSIONER DESIGNATION dated November 7, 2017, recorded in the Offi ce 
of the Clerk of the County Commission of Grant County, West Virginia, in Book 289, at 
Page 54, notice is hereby given that the borrower has defaulted under the Deeds of Trust 
and the Foreclosure Commissioner will sell the following property described to the highest 
bidder at the front door of the Courthouse of Grant County, in Petersburg, West Virginia, on:

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025, AT 10:50 O’CLOCK A.M.

All that certain lot or parcel of real estate, together with improvements thereon and the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate, lying and being in Petersburg District, Grant 
County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows:

All that property: 

“A strip of land taken from the Western end of Lots 44 and 45 of said Jefferson 
Heights Addition, which strip fronts a distance of 98 feet on Highland Avenue 
Extended and extends Northward an even width of 98 feet for a distance of 100 
feet to the Southern line of Lot 43 and the portion hereby conveyed is bounded 
on the South by Highland Avenue, on the West by Pierpont Street, on the North 
by said Lot No. 43, now owned by Clay Post and on the East by the reserved 
portion of said Lots 44 and 45. “

Being the same property conveyed unto Bruce E. Hyre and Helen C. Hyre from 
Judith A. Harman and William Douglas Harman, by deed dated June 30, 1998, of 
record in the Clerk’s Offi ce in Deed Book 203 at Page 162. Bruce E. Hyre died on 
October 17, 2011, and in accordance with the survivorship provision contained 
in that Deed, title vested solely in Helen C. Hyre. Helen C. Hyre died testate in 
Grant County, West Virginia on December 12, 2022, and devised the subject 
property to Sandra Borror Metzger, Richard N. Borror, Jr. David Z. Borror, Jr. 
and Kevin Borror by Will dated February 11, 2014, and recorded in the aforesaid 
Clerk’s Offi ce in Will Book 23, at Page 546. David Zane Borror, Sr. predeceased 
said Helen C. Hyre in 2014.

At the time of the execution of the Deeds of Trust, this property was reported 
to have an address of: 302 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, West Virginia 26847.

TERMS OF SALE:
The property will be conveyed in an “AS IS” physical condition by Deed containing no

warranty, express or implied, subject to the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption,
all property taxes, prior Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-of-
ways, easements, covenants, conveyances and conditions of record in the Clerk’s offi ce or
affecting the subject property.  

There will be no proration of taxes, rents or other incomes or liabilities, except that the 
Purchaser will pay, at or before closing, his prorata share of any real estate taxes that have
been paid by the Secretary to the date of the foreclosure sale. 

3) The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the transfer taxes im-
posed by the West Virginia Code § 11-22-2.

4) The Benefi ciary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and Note reserve the 
right to submit a bid for the property at sale. 

5) The Foreclosure Commissioner reserves the right to continue sale of the sub-
ject property from time to time by written or oral proclamation, which continuance shall be in 
the sole discretion of the Foreclosure Commissioner.  

6) The Foreclosure Commissioner shall be under no duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupying the property to vacate the property, and any personal property 
and/or belongings remaining at the property after the foreclosure sale will be deemed to 
constitute ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE DISPOSED OF ACCORDINGLY.

7)  The total purchase price is payable to the Foreclosure Commissioner by ca-
shier’s check, cash or money order within thirty (30) days of the date of sale with a minimum 
deposit of $28,000.00 payable to the Foreclosure Commissioner by cashier’s check, cash 
or money order at the time and place of the sale. There will be no refund granted of any 
amount if the third-party purchaser elects not to purchase the property for any reason. 

8) The Secretary may grant an extension of time within which to deliver the re-
mainder of the payment. All extensions will be for 15-day increments for a fee of $500.00, 
paid in advance. The extension fee shall be in the form of a cashier’s check or money
order made payable to the Secretary of HUD. If the high bidder closes the sale prior to the 
expiration of any extension period, the unused portion of the extension fee shall be applied 
toward the amount due.

9) If the high bidder is unable to close the sale within the required period, or within 
any extensions of time granted by the Secretary, the high bidder may be required to forfeit 
the deposit or, at the election of the foreclosure commissioner and after consultation with
the HUD representative, will be liable to HUD for any costs incurred as a result of such fail-
ure. The Commissioner may, at the direction of the HUD representative, offer the property 
to the second highest bidder for an amount equal to the highest price offered by that bidder.

10) There is no right of redemption, or right of possession based upon a right of re-
demption, in the mortgagor or others subsequent to a foreclosure completed pursuant to the
Act. Therefore, the Foreclosure Commissioner will issue a Deed to the purchaser(s) upon 
receipt of the entire purchase price in accordance with the terms of the sale as provided 
herein. 

The scheduled foreclosure sale shall be cancelled or adjourned if it is established, by 
documented written application of the borrower to the Foreclosure Commissioner not less 
than 3 days before the date of sale, or otherwise, that the default or defaults upon which 
the foreclosure is based did not exist at the time of service of this notice of default and fore-
closure sale, or all amounts due under the Deeds of Trust  are tendered to the Foreclosure
Commissioner, in the form of a certifi ed or cashier’s check payable to the Secretary of HUD,
before public auction of the property is completed.

The amount that must be paid if the Deeds of Trust are to be reinstated prior to the
scheduled sale is $286,648.17 as of February 26, 2025, plus all other amounts that would 
be due under the Deeds of Trust if payments under the Deeds of Trust had not been accel-
erated, advertising costs and postage expenses incurred in giving notice, mileage by the 
most reasonable road distance for posting notices and for the Foreclosure Commissioner’s 
attendance at the sale, reasonable and customary costs incurred for title and lien record 
searches, the necessary out-of-pocket costs incurred by the Foreclosure Commissioner for 
recording documents, a commission for the Foreclosure Commissioner, and all other costs
incurred in connection with the foreclosure prior to reinstatement.

Tender of payment by certifi ed or cashier’s check or application for cancellation of the 
foreclosure sale shall be submitted to the address of the Foreclosure Commissioner pro-
vided below.

Given under my hand this 27th day of February, 2025.

   BAILEY & SLOTNICK, PLLC,
   FORECLOSURE COMMISSIONER

   By:                               
     Marc J. Slotnick, Member

   500 Virginia Street East, Suite 600
   Charleston, West Virginia 25301
   Phone: (304) 346-1800
   WV State Bar No. 5956 

4/1-4/15________________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF ANCILLARY FILING WITHOUT 
ANY ADMINISTRATION TO CREDITORS, 

DISTRIBUTEES & LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following foreign will or 

affi davit of heirs has been fi led in the Grant County Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847-1705, 
and no appointment or administration is being made pursu-
ant to the provisions of West Virginia Code 44-1-14b.

An interested person(s) objecting to the fi ling of the 
foreign will or affi davit or objecting to the absence of ap-
pointment or administration being made in this state must 
fi le a statement with the Grant County Commission through 
the County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above with-
in 60 days after the date of fi rst publication or 30 days of 
service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objection is 
not timely fi led, the objection is forever barred. The Grant 
County Commission upon receiving any timely objection 
thereto shall schedule a hearing or hearings thereon and 
order relief, if any, it considers proper including, but not lim-
ited to, an order directing that full and complete ancillary 
administration of the estate of the nonresident decedent be 
made in this state.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, April 1, 2025

ESTATE NAME:  CARL EDWARD WEIMER JR.
ADMINISTRATOR 
CTA: DUKE A. McDANIEL
 P.O. BOX 417
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-0417

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
4th day of April, 2025

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

4/8-4/15 _______________________________________
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Golden
     Lanes
LEAGUE RESULTS

ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

April 1st
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Terminators 88 - 36, Vet-
ter’s Guns & Ammo 85 – 
39, Split Happens 73 – 51, 
MMATFB 69 – 55, Empire 
Strikes 66 – 58, Country 
Cars & Trucks 60 – 64, 
WELD 54 - 70, Family 
Traditions I 46 – 78, Fam-
ily Traditions II 46 – 78, 
Happy Bowlers 32 – 92.

MEN
HIGH GAME (SCRA-

TCH): Cohan Kesner 256, 
Jon Hedrick 246, Andrew 
Hawk 243, Troy McGreevy 
238. (HANDICAP): An-
drew Hawk 265, Trevor 
Wratchford 258, Cohan 
Kesner 256, Jon Hedrick 
250.

HIGH SERIES (SCRA-
TCH):  Troy McGreevy 
702, Cohan Kesner 664, 
Jon Hedrick 630, Phil 
Crews 620. (HANDICAP): 
TTroy McGreevy 726, 
Andrew Hawk 673, Mike 
Smith 666, Cohan Kesner 
664.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 212.39, Jon 
Hedrick 205.83, Troy Mc-
Greevy 201.06, Ed Wom-
pler 197.81.

WOMEN
HIGH GAME (SCRA-

TCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 207, Emily Stark 203, 
Ashley Wratchford 200, 
Denise McGreevy 168. 
(HANDICAP):  Emily Stark 
241, Ashley Wratchford 
240, Dee Anna McDonald 
237, Helen Bell 225.

HIGH SERIES (SCRA-
TCH):  Dee Anna McDon-
ald 579, Ashley Wratchford 
550, Emily Stark 491, To-
nya Ours 454. (HANDI-
CAP): Ashley Wratchford 
670, Dee Anna McDonald 
669, Helen Bell and Wendy 
Whetzel 629.

HIGH AVERAGE: Dee 
Anna McDonald 173.00, 
Emily Stark 162.13, Ashley 
Wratchford 160.14, Denise  
McGreevy 156.60.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

April 3rd
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Balls Deep 84.5 – 43.5, 
Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 72 
– 56, Golden Lanes 71.5 – 
56.5, Vetter’s Mini Mart 68 
- 60, Strikeforce 67 – 61, 
Chillmers 67 – 61, Peters-
burg Oil Company 66 – 62. 

HIGH GAME (SCRA-
TCH): Cohan Kesner 257, 
Walter Barnes 255, Derek 
Miller 246, Ethan Kesner 
241, Chayse Myers 239. 
(HANDICAP): Chayse 
Myers 305, Walter Barnes 
301, Ethan Kesner 294, 
Nate Travis 280, Derek 
Miller 277.

HIGH SERIES (SCRA-
TCH): Cohan Kesner 729, 
Derek Miller 636, Jon 
Hedrick 634, Gary Leath-
erman 632, Jaxson Vetter 
622. (HANDICAP): Cohan 
Kesner 771, Ethan Kesner 
764, Walter Barnes 749, 
Nate Travis 746, Jaxson 

Vetter 745.
HIGH AVERAGE: Co-

han Kesner 215.65, Evan 
Kesner 208.41, Don Himel-
right 208.39, Jon Hedrick 
202.55, Gary Leatherman 
198.99, Tyler Halterman 
198.68.

SBV WOMEN
April 7th

HIGH GAME (SCRA-
TCH): Ashley Wratchford 
201, Denise McGreevy 
192, Brenda Sweitzer 177. 
(HANDICAP): Ashley 
Wratchford 241, Brenda 
Sweitzer 225, Denise Mc-
Greevy 224.

HIGH SERIES (SCRA-
TCH): Ashley Wratchford 
561, Dee Anna McDonald 
and Brenda Sweitzer 487. 
(HANDICAP): Ashley 
Wratchford 681, Brenda 
Sweitzer 631, Linda Ken-
yon 579.

HIGH AVERAGE: Dee 
Anna McDonald 168.69, 
Denise McGreevy 159.36, 
Cherry Hammons 159.35.

April 9th
HIGH GAME (SCRA-

TCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 235, Denise McGreevy 
182, Linda Helmick 175. 
(HANDICAP): Dee Anna 
McDonald 260, Linda 
Hemick 223, Linda Ken-
yon 220.

HIGH SERIES (SCRA-
TCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 596, Denise McGreevy 
486, Samantha Hesse 454. 
(HANDICAP): Dee Anna 
McDonald 671, Linda Ken-
yon 610, Helen Bell 600.

HIGH AVERAGE: Dee 
Anna McDonald 169.76, 
Denise McGreevy 159.47, 
Cherry Hammons 158.88.

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through 

the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi cation is waived) being 
received at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until May 13, 2025 
at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the 
constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
016 2023850013 U385-050-11.75 00 HSIP-0050(432)D REHABILITATION - RESTORATION - RESURFACING 
    2025 DISTRICT 5 HFST +6 
    2025 DISTRICT 5 HFST +6 
    COUNTY: 
DBE GOAL: 2% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING 
GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.

REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid 

Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is re-
quired with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal 
Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the 
date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity 
of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com. The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways 
hereby notifi es all bidders that it will affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 
minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through the 

Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi cation is waived) being received 
at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until May 13, 2025 at 10:00 
AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
022 2021000717 S399-STR/IP-25 01 NHPP-2025(019)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    INTERSTATE STRIPING
    STATEWIDE
    COUNTY: STATEWIDE
DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING 
GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.

REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid 

Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is 
required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal 
Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the 
date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of 
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and public-
ly opened will be available on www.bidx.com. The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby 
notifi es all bidders that it will affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority 
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON

CASE NO. 25-0077-E-CS-PW

CATAMOUNT WIND LLC
Application for Waiver of Requirement to Obtain 
a Modifi cation or Amendment of its Siting 
Certifi cate or, in the alternative, Petition for a 
Modifi cation of Its Siting Certifi cate

NOTICE OF FILING
By an Order issued in Case No. 01-1664-E-CN on 

August 29, 2002, the Public Service Commission of West 
Virginia (Commission) granted Mt. Storm Wind Force, 
LLC (Mt. Storm) a Siting Certifi cate for the construction 
and operation of a 250 MW wholesale electric gener-
ating facility consisting of 166 wind turbines and related 
interconnecting transmission facilities in Grant and Tucker 
Counties (Original Project).  By an order issued in Case 
No. 16-1117-E-CS-PC on May 3, 2017, the Commission 
approved Mt. Storm’s proposed modifi cations to the Siting 
Certifi cate by reducing the number of turbines from 166 to 
72 plus 5 alternates, increasing the total blade tip height 
to 498.7 feet for 65 and 426 feet for 7 of the 72 turbines, 
and reducing the generation capacity of the project from 
250 MW to 150 MW (2017 Project).  Neither the Original 
Project nor the 2017 Project were constructed. Pursuant to 
an ownership change, the Siting Certifi cate is now owned 
by Catamount Wind LLC (Catamount).  

On February 5, 2025, Catamount fi led an Application 
requesting that the Commission determine that its pro-
posed modifi cations to the 2017 Project are not material 
and do not require modifi cation of the Siting Certifi cate; or 
(ii) in the alternative, modify the Siting Certifi cate to incor-
porate the proposed revisions to the Project (Application). 
The proposed changes to the Project consist of:

• Reducing the number of approved turbines from 72 
to 37 at 44 possible locations.

• Increasing the total maximum blade tip height from 
426 feet and 498.7 feet to 639.8 feet.

• Installing all of the power collection lines from each 
turbine to the Project substation underground.

• A 10-mile transmission support line of less than 200 
kV from the Project substation to the William Sub-
station in Tucker County, approximately 7 miles of 
which will be co-located with an existing transmis-
sion line to the William Substation.  Turbines will be 
located a farther distance from the Town of Bayard 
than proposed in the 2017 Project.

Further information concerning the Application is avail-
able in the case fi le at the Commission’s offi ces at 201 
Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia, or on the Com-
mission’s website, www.psc.state.wv.us, under Case No. 
25-0077-E-CS-PW.

The Commission has scheduled a public comment 
hearing where you can voice your support for the Project 
or express any concerns.  The public comment hearing will 
be held at 4:00 p.m. on June 4, 2025, in the Howard M. 
Cunningham Hearing Room, Public Service Commission 
Building, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

Public comments may be also fi led online at https://
www.psc.state.wv.us./scripts/onlinecomments/default.

cfm by clicking the “Formal Case” link or by sending them 
to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, 
Charleston, West Virginia 25323.  Please include the case 
name and number at the top of this Notice in your com-
ments.

If a formal evidentiary hearing is needed, it will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. on June 5, 2025, in the Howard M. Cunning-
ham Hearing Room, Public Service Commission Building, 
201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

Anyone desiring to protest the Application or intervene 
in this case must fi le a written protest or request to inter-
vene within thirty (30) days of the date of the publication 
of this notice.  Anyone requesting a formal evidentiary 
hearing in this case must also fi le such request in writing 
within the same 30-day period and state why a hearing is 
necessary.  Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect 
your right to protest or participate in future proceedings in 
this case.  

If no substantial protests are received within the thir-
ty (30) day period, the Commission may waive the formal 
hearing and rule on the Application based on the evidence 
submitted with the Application and its review thereof.  All 
protests or requests to intervene shall briefl y state the 
reason(s) for the protest or intervention.  Requests to in-
tervene must comply with the Commission’s rules on inter-
vention, as set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice 
and Procedure, 150 C.S.R. 1.  The Commission’s rules are 
available via a link on the Commission’s Home Page to 
the website of the West Virginia Secretary of State.  All 
protests, requests to intervene,  and requests for hearing 
must be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, 
P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.

CATAMOUNT WIND LLC
4/15 _________________________________________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Vir-
ginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person ob-
jecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publi-
cation of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, March 25, 2025
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, May 24, 2025

ESTATE NAME:  WALBERT J. PETERS
EXECUTOR: ADAM RAY PETERS

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Vir-
ginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person ob-
jecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2025
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, June 14, 2025

ESTATE NAME:  DAVID L. SCOTT JR.
EXECUTRIX: PATRICIA A. SCOTT
 3657 S MILL CREEK ROAD
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8831

ESTATE NAME:  DAVID MICHAEL ROYER
ADMINISTRATRIX: KEVIN ROYER
 105 KEARSARGE COURT
 STEPHENSON VA 22656-2071

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
11th day of April, 2025

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission
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NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Vir-
ginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person ob-
jecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publi-
cation of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, April 8, 2025
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025

ESTATE NAME:  ROBERT G. COFFMAN JR.
EXECUTRIX: DONNA S. WALP
 46 BROOK LANE
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8114

ESTATE NAME:  DONNALIE HOPE
EXECUTRIX: TINA LIONG
 112 SHOBE ST.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-9413

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

America’s #1 Awning!

SAVE $350 TODAY!

Call 1-888-485-5756 now to

 112 TRENTON ST
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-1543

ESTATE NAME:  OLLEN ORLANDO ROTRUCK
ADMINISTRATRIX: MARSHA L. ROTRUCK
 677 TEAR COAT ROAD
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-7596

ESTATE NAME: VIRGINIA ANN SHADRICK
EXECUTRIX: CHRISTA ELAINE KEPLINGER
 4795 SOUTH MILL CREEK ROAD
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8842

ESTATE NAME:  LEON ALLEN FULTZ
ADMINISTRATRIX: DORA JEAN FULTZ
 P.O. BOX 217
 BAYARD, WV 26707-0217

ESTATE NAME:  RALPH DAVID KESNER
EXECUTOR: DAVID SCOTT KESNER
 5701 DORRINGTON CIRCLE
 GLEN ALLEN ,VA 23059-7020

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
17th day of March, 2025

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission
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ESTATE NAME:  MARY MAE VANMETER
ADMINISTRATRIX: AMANDA A. VANMETER
 2561 PATTERSON CREEK ROAD
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-7002

ESTATE NAME:  FARRELL J. WELLS
EXECUTRIX: BETH ANN KIVETT
 221 MT. VIEW ST.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-1527

ESTATE NAME:  ELIZABETH ROSE ALT
ADMINISTRATRIX: MELISSA BERG
 5889 LUCAS RD
 ELM CITY, NC 27822-8017

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
4th day of April, 2025

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission
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WVDNR to conduct 
trout tagging study 
in spring and fall

The West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resourc-
es plans to conduct a trout 
harvest rate study during 
the 2025 spring and fall 
trout stocking seasons. 

The study will help 
biologists better under-
stand how long trout stay 
in stocked streams, how 
they move over time, 
and whether they survive 
through the summer.

As part of this effort, 
WVDNR hatchery staff 
will be releasing rainbow 
and golden rainbow trout 
marked with unique num-
bered blue tags into waters 
around the state. 

Anglers who catch a 
tagged trout are asked to 
clip off the tag and report 
it using the contact infor-
mation printed on it to help 
biologists study the harvest 
rates of stocked fi sh. Those 
who participate in the study 
will receive a gift card up 
to $100.

Anglers may keep or re-
lease the fi sh after remov-
ing the tag. If a fi sh has 
more than one tag, all tags 
should be removed and 
reported. Provide the fol-
lowing information when 
reporting a tagged trout:

• Tag number
• Location and date of 

catch
• Whether the fi sh was 

harvested or released
• Contact information 

for sending the reward
Tag reports can be sub-

mitted to dnrfi shtags@
wv.gov or by calling 304-
637-0245.
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Tree trimming along the Franklin Pike

Roadway tree trimming 
operations were in full 
swing earlier this month 
along the Franklin Pike 
near Landes as part of 
cleanup efforts by the 
West Virginia DOH. The 
two large pieces of equip-
ment were used to trim 
and cut down trees which 
were then dropped onto 
a whole tree chipper that 
loaded the chips onto a 
dump truck.

Thanks to Jack Yokum
 for submitting the photos.

Potomac Valley Muzzleloaders 
April shoot results

The Potomac Valley 
Muzzloaders met April 6, 
at Turner Park in Maysville 
for their monthly shooting 
match.

It was a paper match 
shoot with a possible 250 
points.

Men’s Winners
Terry Mulligan 200, 

Steve McKenzie 198, Ran-
dol George 193, Joe Martin 
186 and Carl Lambert 174.

Women’s Match 
(50 points total)

Brittany Clayton 44, Su-

sie Kesner 41, Melanie Par-
sons 35 and Leah Carr 33.

Pistol Winners 
(50 points total)

Steve McKenzie 40x, 
Terry Mulligan 33xx, Ja-
mie Snyder 21, Jerry Oates 
20 and Randol George 15.

Something new for the Spring 
Mountain Festival: A dog parade!

Mark your calendars for 
the Becki Alt Lanhardt Dog 
Parade at the Petersburg 
City Park on Sunday, April 
27, as part of this year’s 
Spring Mountain Festival. 

The parade will begin at 
noon and costumes will be 
judged for a chance to win 

prize baskets from local 
businesses.

Parade route is from the 
city park to the entrance to 
the dog park.

Registration is free and 
doggie bags will be guar-
anteed for the fi rst 50 reg-
istrations. 

To register go to https://
square.link/u/BIKuc8gl or 
go to the Facebook page 
Spring Mountain Festival, 
Petersburg WV and click 
on the link.

Prize baskets are spon-
sored by South Branch 
Animal Hospital, WVU 

Medicine/Grant Memorial 
Hospital, The Grant Coun-
ty Bank, PCB and Burke & 
Herbert Bank.

For a complete festival 
and entertainment schedule 
see next week’s Press or 
pick up a copy of the festi-
val program.

Spring gobbler season to open April 21
Youth gobbler season set for April 19-20 for youth ages 8-17

The West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) announces the 
return of turkey hunting to 
West Virginia on April 21 
when the spring gobbler 
season opens across the 
state.

During the season, 
which will run for fi ve 
weeks until May 25, hunt-
ers may harvest one beard-
ed bird per day with a sea-
son bag limit of two. 

All hunters 15 and older 
are required to have a valid 
West Virginia hunting li-
cense, unless they are hunt-
ing under resident land-
owner privileges, and must 
carry a valid form of identi-
fi cation while hunting. 

A West Virginia hunting 
license can be purchased at 

WVhunt.com.
“Spring gobbler season 

is a time-honored tradi-
tion in West Virginia, of-
fering hunters an exciting 
challenge and a chance to 
connect with nature,” said 
WVDNR Director Brett 
McMillion. 

“As hunters prepare for 
their hunts in the coming 
weeks, we want to urge 
them to take advantage of 
the youth season because 
it’s a great opportunity to 
introduce kids to the joys 
of hunting and make last-
ing memories together.”

West Virginia’s two-day 
youth spring gobbler sea-
son is set to open April 19. 
During the season, youth 
hunters ages 8-17 may har-
vest one bearded bird per 

day, which counts towards 
their season bag limit of 
two. 

Youth hunters 8-14 
must be accompanied by 
a licensed and unarmed 
adult, who must remain 
close enough to render ad-
vice and assistance. Youth 
hunters 15-17 must comply 
with all licensing require-
ments.

Hunters are reminded 
that hunting turkeys over 
bait and killing hens with-
out beards is illegal during 
the spring season. Turkey 
hunters are encouraged to 
report any such activity 
to their local Natural Re-
source Police Offi cer or 
call 911 to report the vio-
lation. 

The West Virginia Chap-

ter of the National Wild 
Turkey Federation pays a 
$100 reward for informa-
tion that leads to the arrest 
and conviction of anyone 
killing a turkey illegally.

For more information 
about the youth and reg-
ular spring gobbler sea-
sons, check page 43-44 of 
the West Virginia Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations 
Summary, available to 
download at WVdnr.gov/
hunting-regulations.

Spring Gobbler Survey
Hunters are also encour-

aged to participate in the 
WVDNR’s spring gobbler 
survey, which helps wild-
life biologists gather infor-
mation for managing the 
state’s wild turkey popula-
tion. 

Hunters are encouraged 
to complete the survey 
through the Survey123 mo-
bile or desktop app. Addi-
tional information about 
this year’s survey will be 
emailed to turkey hunters 
and posted on the WVDNR 
website once the season 
starts. To learn more about 
the survey, visit WVdnr.
gov/surveys.



DEAR PAW’S COR-
NER: I have an adventur-
ous Shorthaired Pointer 
named “Gordie” who loves 
running through the woods 

behind my home while I 
walk behind him. He occa-
sionally comes back with 
scrapes and cuts. I want 
to share with your readers 
how I take care of his mi-
nor injuries, and when a vet 
visit is necessary.

Most of the time, Gord-
ie’s scrapes are very minor. 
I always check him when 
we get back to the house, 
because he can easily pick 
up ticks, too. I remove any 
clinging ticks and kill them 
right away. I check the pads 
under his paws, and run 
my hand along his coat to 
remove burrs. If he has a 
scrape on his side or paw, 

I clean it with warm water, 
disinfect it and put some 
antibiotic ointment on it. 
If it’s a place where he can 
scratch or lick, I cover it 
with a gauze bandage for a 
couple of days. 

Last month, Gordie 
limped over to me with a 
deep laceration on his left 
front paw pad. Fortunately, 
we weren’t far from home. 
I carried him inside and 
gently looked at the inju-
ry. It wasn’t bleeding too 
badly, but the cut was very 
deep, and trying to clean it 
was very painful for him. 
This time, we had to see 
the vet. 

I wrapped his paw in 
gauze to protect it and off 
we went. The vet stitched 
him up, and Gordie has to 
wear a lampshade collar for 
the next week or so to let 
it heal. 

I hope my story will be 
helpful to readers. 

             — Tyler N. 
Dracut, Massachusetts

DEAR TYLER: This is 
very helpful! Best wishes 
to Gordie for a speedy re-
covery.

Send your tips, com-
ments or questions to ask@
pawscorner.com.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FUN &
PUZZLES

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A
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Taking Care 
of Your Pet’s 
Minor Injuries

ASCENSION
ASHES
BASKET
BREAD
BUNNY
CHICK

CHOCOLATE
CROSS

CRUCIFIXION
DECORATE

DYE
EASTER
EGGS
FAITH

FLOWERS
GARDEN

GATHERING
HUNT
JESUS
LAMB
LENT

MAUNDY
MIRACLE
PAINTED

PALM
PASCHAL
PASSION

PENTECOST
REBIRTH

RESURRECTION
SHROVE
SUNDAY
SUPPER

SURPRISE
TOMB
WINE

I ran into a lamppost 
yesterday. 

Luckily, I only sus-
tained light injuries.

If you let them 
shanan once, they 
will shenanigan.

FGFGFGFG

DAD JOKES
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By Ravenna Redman 
Director of Social Services

The employees of Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center have chosen Linda 
Borror as their GRCC Res-
ident of the Week.  

Linda has been a resi-
dent of our facility since 
June 5, 2024. She was born 
May 17, 1943, in Madison, 
Boone County, W.Va. to 
Raymond and Mary Alice 
(Crites) Hedrick.  

Linda is the eldest of 
four children. Her siblings 
are Shirley Simon, Ray-
mond “Buck” Hedrick Jr., 
and Mary Ann Barger.

When Linda was small, 
her father Raymond 
worked as a timberman 
on the pipeline, and her 
mother often was with him.  
She reported spending her 
childhood with her mater-
nal grandparents Thomas 
and Goldie Crites.  “I loved 
deer hunting with Grand-
dad Crites. My favorite 
childhood memories are 
with them.”

“When I was with my 
siblings, our favorite thing 
to do was play ball - any 
type of ball.”

Linda attended Peters-
burg Elementary School.  
“I liked everything about 
school. I was on the A 
Honor Roll.” This love of 
school continued as Linda 
attended Petersburg High 
School. “I participated in 
everything,” she report-
ed with a grin. Linda was 
a member of the Peters-
burg High School Band; 
“I played drums.” She 
also participated in Future 
Homemakers of America 
and was inducted into the 

National Honor Society.  
Linda graduated from Pe-
tersburg High School in 
1961.

During high school, 
Linda worked at the lo-
cal Dairy Queen. “It was 
a good fi rst-time job, and 
it worked well with my 
school schedule.” After 
graduating high school, 
Linda began working at 
Bond’s Jewelry.

While in high school, 
she met Douglas Borror, 
who was a classmate of 
hers. “We started dating a 
month after graduation.” 
On December 30, 1962, 
Linda and Douglas were 
married at her home by 
Rev. Clarence G. Hesse.

The young couple set-
tled down. Linda remained 
at Bond’s, and Doug was 
working at Southern States.  
He eventually transferred 
to Potomac Edison.

The couple had two 
sons, Douglas Borror Jr., 
and Matthew Borror. Lin-
da is proud of her sons 
and feels that they are her 
greatest achievement. She 
loved motherhood. “The 
boys liked to do every-
thing. They were incredi-
bly involved with 4-H and 
sports.”  Linda often served 

as chaperone for the 4-H 
trips.

Linda also worked at 
Head Start as a classroom 
teacher, and then later in 
her life, she worked in re-
tail at South Side Depot.  
She retired around 15 years 
ago. “I was ready to retire, 
and enjoy time with my 
husband,” Linda reported.

Even in retirement, 
Linda stayed busy. She 
is a member of the Grant 
County Historical Society 
and also helped with the 
Tri-County Fair Associa-
tion, volunteering most re-
cently in 2023.  “It was my 
job to check-in the canned 
goods to be judged.”

Linda is a member of the 
Gordon Chapel, where she 
served as a substitute Sun-
day school teacher.

Both Linda’s and Doug-
las’ health deteriorated to 
the point where they were 
unable to be at home and 
admitted to the facility 
on June 5, 2024.  Doug 
continued to decline, and 
he passed away on July 
8, 2024, after 61 years of 
marriage. Linda continues 
to mourn for Doug and be-
comes tearful when talking 
about him. “We were al-
ways together, and I miss 
him.”

When asked what she 
enjoys doing, she replied, 
“I liked being on the go. I 
liked doing outside things.”  
She likes to read the local 
newspaper, and watch tele-
vision, especially sports, 
and westerns, her favorite 
being Gun Smoke. She also 
loves watching birds from 
her room.  

At GRCC, Linda plays 
bingo and attends the 
singing and music activi-
ties.  She recently attended 
WVTE’s “Annie” as part of 
the GRCC theater critics.  
She loves to visit with staff, 
other residents, and family.

Congratulations Linda 
on being GRCC’s Resident 
of the Week!

Young Writers winning stories continued from last week

The Thing
By Madelyn Cook, PHS
Seventh/Eighth Grade 

Division 
Beep! Beep! The faint 

sound of a machine beep-
ing down the hallway fl oat-
ed into my room. I rolled 
over and tried to fall back 
asleep. I knew I would need 
my sleep for tomorrow, al-
though my eyes could bare-
ly stay open, I still couldn’t 
fall asleep. 

Thousands of thoughts 
raced through my mind 
about the next day. I still 
could believe that tomor-
row I would leave this 
place for good. This place 
had become my second 
home to me these last three 
years coming in and out. 

Every time I had left, I 
had hoped I wouldn’t re-
turn, but this time I knew 
that it was really the last 
time I would be here. Even 
after all the hours of treat-
ments, surgeries, and doc-
tor appointments, the hos-
pital still couldn’t save me 
from, “The thing.”

“The thing” is some-
thing I had put many hours 
of thought into. Every 
sleepless night, all I could 
think about was, “The 
thing.” Will It happen to 
me? No, the hospital and 
doctors will save me. Does 
it hurt? What about my par-

ents? How much longer till 
it happens? I can’t believe 
this is happening to me. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of thoughts like this con-
trolled my mind. Every 
kid who is diagnosed with 
cancer just assumes that 
they will beat it and move 
on with their life, and I was 
one of those, until I realized 
that I was one of the lucky 
few whose story would end 
a little differently.

The next morning, my 
mom came and picked 
me up and we started our 
long drive home. When we 
pulled into the driveway, all 
my friends and family were 
standing outside with party 
hats and ballons and “Wel-
come Home” was written 
on the concrete with chalk. 

That’s another thing that 
surprised me about being 
sick, how differently peo-
ple treated you, but I guess 
that makes sense. If I were 
to see a pale bald girl sitting 
in a wheelchair looking 
like she is about to vomit, I 
would stare too.  

That night was the most 
fun I had had in a long time, 
and I was able to relax with 
the people I loved and not 
have to worry about, “The 
thing.” Yet, the next morn-
ing when the nurse walked 
into my room and woke me 
up, I remembered the real 

reason I was allowed to 
come home. 

The next couple of days 
were miserable, every day 
seemed like it loomed on 
forever. I slept most of the 
time, being too weak to 
watch a whole movie or 
show without dozing off. 

I knew “The thing” was 
creeping up on me fast. 
I could feel it every time 
I tried to stand up, every 
time I tried to eat, and ev-
ery time I fell asleep. 

Mom, Dad, and I had 
lots of long conversations 
about what was going to 
happen, and that helped 
the thought of “The thing” 
happening a little less nerve 
racking.

Days turned into weeks, 
and then weeks turned into 
a month since I had gotten 
home. Every day I could 
feel myself grow more frail 
as time passed. Every day I 
thought about “The thing,” 
then one day when I was 
sitting in my bed watching 
a movie, it hit me. I wasn’t 
scared anymore. That thing 
I had spent hours dwelling 
over the thought of seemed 
like something I had been 
ready for my whole life. 

One night a few weeks 
later, I was having trouble 
falling asleep, like I so of-
ten do. I laid there for hours 
unable to sleep, then fi nal-

ly able to drift off.  When 
I woke up, I wasn’t in my 
bed anymore. I was stand-
ing in the middle of the 
road. 

Hundreds of people 
walked around, as an older 
lady brushed beside me, I 
could see that her skin was 
glowing.  As I looked closer 
at the people around me, I 
could see that they were all 
glowing and so was every-
thing around me.  I turned 
around, there was a gigan-
tic castle on the hill behind 
me, it was the prettiest thing 
I had ever seen. Every inch 
of that castle was covered 
in gold, it looked like it had 
been clipped right out of a 
movie.

 I walked around the city 
trying not to touch anything 
or talk to anyone for I was 
still unaware of where I 
was. I supposed that I was 
in some crazy dream that I 
would wake up from any-
time.  A couple of hours lat-
er I decided to go explore 
the castle before I woke up. 

I climbed up the stairs 
and walked inside to a 
room covered with jewels. 
I turned around and looked 
at the gold streets behind 
me. Then it dawned on me 
where I was. I guess “The 
thing” I was so scared of 
wasn’t that bad after all.

Linda Borror is Resident of the Week at 
Grant Rehabilitation and Care Center
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• In 2013, “Star Wars” 
was dubbed in Navajo, 
making it the fi rst ma-
jor motion picture to be 
dubbed in a Native Ameri-
can language.

• Your brain sees the 
world upside down. When 
the rods and cones of your 
retina send an image to the 
brain - say, you’re looking 
at a tree - the image that 
gets transmitted to the brain 
is upside down. The brain 
automatically rotates the 
image in its visual cortex.

• Researchers at Oregon 
State University patented 
a strain of seaweed that’s 

not only rich in protein, but 
tastes remarkably like ba-
con when cooked.

• The term “pipe dream” 
is a reference to the crazy 
dreams people have while 
smoking opium.

• Death rates in boxing 
exploded after the introduc-
tion of the boxing glove. 
Almost nobody ever died 
bare knuckle boxing be-
cause head punches often 
resulted in broken hands, 
so nobody used them.

• A typical piano has 
about 12,000 parts, 10,000 
of which are moving.

Thought for the Day: 
“Life isn’t about fi nding 
yourself. Life is about cre-
ating yourself.” — George 
Bernard Shaw

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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