
Dozens of fi re companies 
and hundreds of local volun-
teers banded together last week 
to fi ght multiple wildfi res that 
rapidly spread across a reported 
4,000 acres of land in the East-
ern Panhandle of West Virginia 
and across Virginia.  

Prior to the fi res being re-
ported, the region was hit by a 
severe wind storm, with some 
Grant County residents report-
ing winds that exceeded 96 mph, 
scattering trees across roadways 
and overturning large vehicles. 

The high winds even took 
the local radio station,  WELD-
FM and WQWV-FM, off-air on 
Wednesday night. 

“We have a little tower that 
sends a signal to the big tower 
and she blew over,” said WELD 
DJ Chip Combs in an interview 
with Chris Lawrence of Metro 
News. “The winds were 50, 60, 
to 70 miles an hour and blew it 
down.”

Even though the station’s 
two FM channels were off, the 
station continued to broadcast 

on their AM690 and all three 
stations were streaming online.

Power outages also affected 
the station but it was back on the 
air the next day.

While the exact causes of the 
fi res are not yet known, the rapid 
spreading of the blaze has been 
attributed to extreme winds and 
low humidity. 

While the fi res heavily im-
pacted Hardy, Hampshire and 
Pendleton counties as well, the 
main fi re located in Grant Coun-
ty began in the early afternoon 

of March 20, when the Peters-
burg Volunteer Fire Company 
was alerted for a brush fi re at the 
Spring Run Fish Hatchery. 

“Engine Rescue 400 imme-
diately responded with a crew of 
four due to our brush truck being 
on a call in Hardy County pri-
or to arrival,” explained PVFC 
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As always, you may drop off 
your non-perishable 

donations to the 
Petersburg Interfaith Pantry 
at the Grant County Press. 

Monetary donations will also 
be forwarded to the food 

pantry.

Support the 
Petersburg 
Food Pantry

Proudly Serving Grant County for 128 Years

The Grant County Health 
Department now has the fol-
lowing immunizations. Call 
304-257-4922 for an appoint-
ment. 

Communities unite to fi ght 
wildfi res across four counties

Spring Mountain Festival pageant crowns queen

See Fires, page 7A

This past weekend, the an-
nual Spring Mountain Festival 
pageant crowned Alaissa Mar-
tinez Toro as the 2024 festival 
queen. 

The annual festival pageant 
is hosted by the Grant County 
Chamber of Commerce and held 
at the Landes Arts Center. 

“The Spring Mountain Fes-
tival Pageant committee sends 
our thanks to all the ladies, 
young and younger, for being 
in our pageant, and to their fam-
ilies that supported them and 
the community who turned out 
to see a great pageant,” the host 
announced on social media fol-
lowing the pageant. 

The Spring Mountain Festi-
val will be held in the Petersburg 
City Park on April 26-28.

The Grant County Com-
mission recently approved 
$150,000 in funding towards 
a community recreation and 
sports center that has been pro-
posed in Petersburg. 

The funding approval came 
during the March 12 meeting 
of the Grant County Commis-
sion when the commission-
ers met with project leaders 
Jeremy Riggleman and Tyler 
Kuhn. Riggleman and Kuhn 
are the community members 
who initially proposed the 
project to county and city lead-
ership earlier this year. 

The two provided an up-
date on the project, including 
that they had reached out to 
state delegates and offi cials 
to request funding and grant 
assistance, have applied for 
their 501c3 nonprofi t status 
and have received support for 
the project from the Petersburg 
City Council. 

Riggleman and Kuhn then 
requested that the commission 
allot the county funds already 
earmarked for a communi-
ty center project to the non-
profi t once its status receives 

See County, page 7A

Viking Baseball 
team opens season

The Petersburg High School 
Vikings are starting their early 
season with a 1-1 record fol-
lowing a sturdy 16-2 win over 
Notre Dame High School but 
a tight 5-2 struggle against 
Southern... see page 1B.  

New rec 
center 
receives 
county 
funding
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First runner-up: Madelyn Johnson; Queen, Crowd Pleaser and Miss Photogenic: Alaissa Martinez 
Toro; second runner-up: Chloe Weikle and Miss Congeniality: Haven Ratcliff
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wedding films

Easter Egg Hunts
• Wednesday and Thursday, 

10 a.m. both days at the Grant 
County Library. See page 3A

• Saturday, March 30, 3 
p.m. at Mt. Carmel Church. 
See page 6A.

• Sunday, March 31, City 
Park, 1 p.m. See page 2A.

See page 4A.



By Camille Howard
“Hippity, hoppity, Eas-

ter’s on its way!” Do you 
remember that little song 
about Peter Cottontail?

Some things that we 
don’t need to remember 
seem to be lodged in our 
brains and will never leave, 
such as songs we learned 
when we were kids.

Not only do I remember 
the words to “Here Comes 
Peter Cottontail,” I also 
remember Christmas kid 
songs, Mother Goose songs 
like “Jack and Jill”, a vari-
ety of Sunday school and 
camp songs, and jingles 
from television commer-
cials.

The Oscar Mayer wie-
ner song comes to mind 
and, of all things, the Win-
ston cigarette song! 

My sister and I also 
know some weird songs 
like “Sarasponda” and 
“Chickery Chick” - a song 
from the 1940s. Then 
there’s “Kumala Vista” or 
maybe the real title is “Flee 
Fly Flo”, I’m not sure.

I really need to remem-
ber where I left my coffee 
cup or my phone, but in-
stead my brain is clogged 
up with silly songs.

And after typing those 
last two words, I now re-
member the Veggie Tales 
cartoon segment, Silly 
Songs with Larry, and “Oh 
Where is My Hairbrush?”

Really, having silly 
songs pop into my head at 
odd times is probably good 
for my sanity (as long as 

I don’t sing 
them out loud 
in public).

So, back to 
Easter ... I’m 
planning on 
having Eas-
ter dinner for 
20 this year, 
which could 
be interesting 
since our house is pretty 
small. Last year we started 
out at the kitchen table and 
extending two more tables 
into the living room.

I’m hoping for good 
weather so we can spend 
time outside on Saturday 
and have our annual egg 
hunt for the kids.

Early Sunday morn-
ing we’ll all be at church 
for sunrise service, enjoy 
breakfast together, then 
morning worship. I’ll have 
to say I like having a pew 

or two packed 
with family, 
and we’ve got 
some good 
singers in 
the group so 
the harmony 
adds so much 
to the songs 
of praise.

Every year 
some of us try our hand 
at Easter and spring food, 
such as bunny cupcakes 
or ones decorated with 
colored coconut and jelly 
beans in the middle. One 
year I dyed the white halves 
of the deviled eggs in pastel 
colors and this year I found 
another egg-shaped treat.

It’s for Jell-O eggs and 
the recipe is to make sever-
al different colors of Jell-O 
(using the Jigglers recipe) 
and pour them into dev-
iled egg holder slots. It’s 

an easy dessert and you 
can make it with sugar free 
Jell-O, also.

Erin and I are making 
little bunny pretzel melts 
for a snack and I’ll be mak-
ing pies; pecan as usual and 
I think a custard pie would 
be good.

My brother once called 
me to get my pecan pie 
recipe, so I said “Go to 
the grocery store, pick up 
a bottle of Karo light corn 
syrup, and look on the la-
bel. That’s it.” So much for 
a secret recipe!

I hope each of you has 
a wonderful week and a 
blessed  Easter!

 Page 2A     GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, West Virginia   March 26, 2024

Local Flavor

ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES ON PAGE 7B

Job Fair for AWP, AWPI  
employees and contracted 
workers: Tuesday, April 9, 11 
a.m. - 2 p.m., Michael Build-
ing, 39 South Main Street, 
Petersburg. Hosted by Work-
Force West Virginia.

Civil Air Patrol: The Po-
tomac Highlands Composite 
Squadron is recruiting cadets 
(ages 12-18) and adults to be-
come members. The squadron 
building is on the grounds of 
Grant County Airport, Johnson 
Run Road, Petersburg. Weekly 
meetings are Thursdays, 6:30 
- 8:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact Lt. John Banks at 
john.banks@wvwg.cap.gov. 
gocivilairpatrol.com 

Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Petersburg American Legion. 
Come join the group that will 
save our country. https://con-
vention ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult Ed-
ucation enrolls students for 
their High School Equivalency 
and does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 8:30 

am-12 noon. Call 304-257-
1277 to schedule or request 
information. 

Grant County Board of 
Education meets the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of every 
month at 5:30 p.m. at the board 
offi ce on Jefferson Avenue.

Grant County Commis-
sion meets every month on the 
second Tuesday at 9 a.m. and 
the  fourth Tuesday at 3:30 
p.m. in the lower level con-
ference room. For the agenda 
check grantcountywv.org

Grant County Histori-
cal Society board of directors 
meetings will be posted on 
the Society’s Facebook page. 
Members are welcome to at-
tend. 

Grant Memorial Hospi-
tal board meetings are held 
the fourth Monday at 7 p.m in 
the administrative conference 
room at Grant Memorial Hos-
pital.

New Beginnings Commu-
nity Outreach, Thursday, 6-9 
p.m. at First Baptist Church. 

Patterson Creek Ruritan 
Club meets the second Thurs-

day of each month, 6 p.m. at 
Forman Community Center in 
Lahmansville.

Potomac Highlands Can-
cer Support Group for cancer 
patients and caregivers, meets 
the fi rst Monday of every 
month, 5 p.m. at Living Hope 
Baptist Church, 1 Veach St., 
Petersburg. Refreshments.

Petersburg City Council 
meets the fi rst Monday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at City Hall on 
Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets at 
5:30 p.m. every Tuesday at 
Living Hope Baptist Church, 
North Fork Highway, Peters-
burg, (just after the post offi ce 
on left). Call Wendy DeiCas at 
304-257-2349. for more infor-
mation.

GRANT COUNTY TIRE 
COLLECTION: Saturday, 
June 1, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Mays-
ville DOH garage, 157 Lower 
Knobley Access Road, Mays-
ville. Only tires from state 
residents will be accepted. No 
tires from businesses. 10 tires 
per person limit will be strict-

ly enforced. Tires must be off 
the rim. Passenger car or light 
truck tires only.

To post meetings or make 
changes, call 304-257-1844 or 
email news@grantcountypress.
com

Community Meetings & Events

JELL-O JIGGLERS
1 (3 ounce) package 

Jell-O gelatin, any 
fl avor

1 cup boiling water
Dump the boiling 

water in a bowl.
Slowly stir in the 

jello, add a little at a 
time.

Stir well.
Pour into small 

bread pan, Jell-O 
molds or a plastic 
deviled egg tray that 
has been sprayed 
with cooking spray 
or wiped lightly with 
vegetable oil.

Refrigerate; will 
be fi rm in 1 hour. 

For Easter eggs, 
put a dollop or squirt 
of whipped cream on 
top. 

Jigglers are a hand-
held snack.

Health department April schedule
HOURS:  Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Closed 12 - 12:30 p.m. 304-257-4922 
2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 Immunization Clinics: By appoint-

ment only on Tuesday afternoons.
By Appt. Only Vaccines, blood pressure screenings 

and family planning supplies. New pa-
tients, please bring your immunization 
records. All patients need to bring all in-
surance card information with them on 
every visit. Free or minimal charge for 
vaccines and family planning supplies. 

 • PCV20/Prevnar, Shingles/Shingrix 
can be given if your insurance does not 
cover for eligible adults. 

Covid-19 For Covid-19 information, visit the 
website dhhr.wv.gov/covid-19. 

19 & 25 Women’s Health Clinics (Family 
Planning Program & BCCSP/Breast 

and Cervical Cancer Screening Pro-
gram) - Free or reduced rates on pap 
smears and breast exams with Alicia 
VanMeter, FNP-BC. 

By Appt. Only Confi dential testing and treatment for 
HIV and STDs/Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases.

CHANGE Food Handlers’ Training: Any online 
ANSI Food Handler certifi ed courses or 
a WV state approved food handler’s card 
from other W.Va. counties is accepted in 
Grant County. To access approved ANSI 
online courses, search ANSI certifi ed 
food handler certifi cate. 

BRING IN INSURANCE CARD(S) INFORMATION 
FOR ALL VISITS. View www.grantcountyhealthde-
partment.com for clean air regulations, food inspection 
reports, etc.  By Appt. Only

BUNNY PRETZEL 
SQUARES

Pretzel squares 
(Snyder’s brand)

White candy melts
Spring colored M&Ms

Sort out the M&Ms 
by color: one whole 
and two halves for each 
pretzel. Cut some of the 
M&Ms in half for the 
ears.

Lay pretzels on a 
microwave safe plate (a 
paper plate will work). 
Top each pretzel with 
one white candy melt. 
Microwave at 50% 
power for 30 seconds at 

a time until the candy is 
soft and somewhat melt-
ed.

Working quickly, 
drop a whole M&M 
onto each pretzel, then 
add two M&M halves to 
make ears. Gently press 
the M&Ms into the mel-
ty candy.

Allow candy melts 
to set up completely –  
about 15 minutes. 

Do a test pretzel 
fi rst to make sure the 
chocolate doesn’t melt 
through the pretzel. 
Work in small batches.
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Elaine Geroski, RN, 
MSN, CNOR, CSSM (E), 
assistant vice president of 
patient services at WVU 
Medicine Grant Memorial 
Hospital, received the DAI-
SY Nurse Leader Award, 
which was presented to 
her at the recent Associa-
tion of Perioperative Nurs-
es (AORN) conference in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The DAISY Nurse 
Leader Award was created 
to shine a light on those 
who do not typically have 
direct patient care as part 
of their work and those 
who create an environment 
where compassionate, skill- 
ful care thrives. 

The award recognizes 
nurse managers, directors, 
assistant managers, charge 
nurses, chief nursing of-
fi cers, informatics nurses, 
and patient fl ow nurses.  

“This award is well-de-
served,” Melanie Heus-
ton, DNP, RN, NEA-BC, 

chief nursing executive for 
the WVU Health System, 
said. “I’m so proud of our 
nurse leaders, like Elaine, 
who go out of their way 

to create an environment 
where attributes, such as 
trust, compassion, respect, 
professional development, 
innovation, collaboration, 

and ethical behavior, are 
modeled and supported.”

The DAISY Foundation 
was established in 1999 by 
members of the family of J. 
Patrick Barnes, who want-
ed to do something positive 
to honor their son after he 
died from complications of 
an autoimmune disease in 
1999. 

They came up with 
DAISY (Diseases Attack-
ing the Immune System), 
an international recognition 
program that honors and 
celebrates nurses.

Geroski was also rec-
ognized at the conference 
for her outstanding service 
as the board president of 
the Competency and Cre-
dentialling Institute (CCI), 
the credentialing body for 
perioperative nurses, for 
the past three years. During 
her term, which ended in 
2023, CCI added three new 
credentials for a total of 
fi ve.

Grant Memorial Hospital AVP receives 
DAISY Nurse Leader Award

Elaine Geroski is shown receiving the DAISY Nurse 
Leader Award from Arthur Shapiro, AORN member 
and secretary/treasurer of CCI.

Maysville Elementary School honor roll

Rates effective as of February 6, 2024. CD specials require a $1,000 minimum opening deposit up to a maximum of $250,000. 
Subject to certain conditions and qualifications. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Equal Housing 
Lender. Member FDIC. 

1 Offer good for the initial term only. CD is automatically renewed for the same term. The rate is determined based on the 
published rate for the CD, excluding CD Specials, that is closest to but not exceeding the term of the CD. Advertised rate and 
APY are offered at the bank’s discretion and may change daily. 

2 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for the term of the certificate. All interest 
payments for the APY will be made at the end of the term or annually, whichever occurs first. Penalty will be imposed for early 
withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings on the account.

State Farm and the State Farm logo are registered trademarks of State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.

Agent

417 Virginia Avenue
Petersburg, WV 26847-1719
Bus: 304-257-4866
devon.rogers.vaesqw@statefarm.com
www.yourneighbordevon.com
        

Devon Rogers

Contact me to earn more on your savings with competitive 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) rates from U.S. Bank. 

9 month1 15 month1

5.05%
 APY2 4.20%

 APY2

Want better interest?
CDs are a safe bet.

Petersburg High School senior Sara Vance presented 
“Print Percentage” at the Eastern Panhandle Regional 
Science Fair on Feb. 15, at Potomac State College in 
Keyser.  Her project tested the degradation percentage 
of fi ngerprints after exposure to various environmen-
tal conditions. This research is important to consider 
when collecting and analyzing fi ngerprint samples for 
forensic purposes. She was awarded fi rst place in the 
category of microbiology.

Vance places fi rst in 
regional science fair

Earlier this month, Cody Mitchell of Petersburg, rep-
resented the West Virginia Farm Bureau and com-
peted in the the American Farm Bureau Federation 
Young Farmers & Ranchers collegiate discussion meet 
in Omaha, Nebraska. 

Mitchell represents WV Farm Bureau 
at national leadership conference

Union High School students Haley Judy (left) and 
Chanelle Sutton (right) placed fi rst in their categories 
at the Regional VIII Social Studies Fair and will be 
moving on to the state social studies fair in Charleston.

UHS regional social studies fair 
winners head to state contest

Principal Megan DiBen-
edetto has released the 
names of those students at-
taining honor roll status for 
the third nine weeks of the 
2023-24 school year.

A HONOR ROLL
Chase Berg, Lucas 

Clark, McKenley Hedrick, 
Christian Herron, Chasity 
Jenkins, Tatem Keplinger, 
Evelyn Kochenderfer, Pay-
ten Lambert, Lillie Roberts, 
Kaylee Sutherland, McK-
enna Taylor, Camden Barg-
er, Elovie Bogan, Qumaisa 
Cole, Savannah Goldizen, 
Audrey Hall, Myla Heare, 
Jameson Kessel, Carson 
Lambert, Ryleigh Layton, 
Paisley Moreland, Chase 
Nellis, Kai Rosser, Miley 

Runion, Madilynn Sulli-
van, Viola Bradford, Orion 
Conrad, Kyler Evans, Mag-
gie Evans, Jase Kuh, Aara-
lyn Martin, Paxton Miller, 
Josiah Morrell, Jemma 
Poore, Abigail Shirk, Ra-
chel Shreve, Erik Takacs, 
Paxton Traub, Sawyer 
Welch, Alexa Conrad, Lon-
nie Cook, William Cook, 
Benjamin Dailey, Jace Ev-
ans, Faith Funk, Kaylee 
Goldizen, Lilly Hawk, 
Ezra Heese, Karley Kessel, 
Adilyn Law, Ella Riggle-
man, Callie Roberts, Reese 
Rohrbaugh, Elijah Simms, 
Nadia Swick, John Luke 
Watts, Jayla Bierkamp, 
Cambrie Cole, Braxton 
Heavener, Aubrey Kessel, 

Remington Rohrbaugh, Ty-
ler Sites, Cameron Brown, 
Fredrick Crocker, Ally Ha-
gerty, Seneca Boddy, Chase 
Pletcher, Logan Nellis and 
Zander See.

B HONOR ROLL
Josiah Beers, Orianna 

Heavener, Leah Keplinger, 
Alexandria Redman, Klara 
Lambert, Jonnah Wil-
son, Madison Ketterman, 
Jayden Hedrick, Noah 
Rumfelt, Anniston Ours, 
Gracelyn Crocker, Zoey 
Evans and Dominic See.
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Your chance to pay 
back our volunteer 
fi re companies

We can’t say enough about our Grant County vol-
unteer fi re companies and their “above and beyond 
the call of duty” mindset that kept them wrangling 
ever-spreading fi res that started here last Wednesday.

Day and night they were on scene as the fi res 
jumped across the forest, mostly in the Spring Run 
area of Dorcas. Their voices across the scanner here 
in the offi ce didn’t tell the true story of the team ef-
fort made against the growing fi res as they coordinat-
ed with Grant Com between fi re companies as well 
as other volunteers.

The winds were wicked and the sometimes freez-
ing night temps added to the diffi culty of the fi ght, 
which turned into a community fi refi ghting effort, 
not only here but in the surrounding counties. 

Construction and excavating companies volun-
teered their heavy equipment, others hauled water, 
showed up with other needed equipment, and donat-
ed an amazing amount of food and drinks. Law en-
forcement and EMS were on hand to lend aid.

If you were on any social media accounts, you 
saw the pictures and the many thanks and prayers 
that have been offered on behalf of those on scene.

All those days and nights of continual usage of 
equipment have taken their toll. Just last month, all 
companies were present at the fi re that consumed 
two buildings on Virginia Avenue, keeping the fi re 
from spreading down the street.

The majority of you support our local volun-
teer fi re companies - Petersburg, Maysville, Mount 
Storm and Bayard - through donations, purchasing 
bash tickets and attending fundraisers. That support 
enables them to keep going.

However, sometimes it’s just not enough when it 
comes to fi nancing the trucks and mandatory gear 
each company needs, plus other expenses it takes to 
maintain a fi rehouse and protect their members.

If you want to do something huge for our Grant 
County volunteer fi re companies, you will have an 
opportunity in November.

There’s no cost, just a moment of your time. The 
time it takes to vote for the fi re levy. A push of a 
button or a mark on a ballot is all that’s required to 
make a big difference in the service all four provide 
to this county.

None stand alone. They all must work together; 
back each other up. It’s the only way to cover such a 
large area and all the property therein.

If you have never participated in an election, this 
is the time to make it happen. You must be registered 
to vote to put additional weight behind your contri-
butions and thank-yous.

Do not let the words “my vote doesn’t matter” en-
ter your mind or roll off your tongue. In a county 
with a small population, local elections and levies 
matter down to the very last vote.

For those of you who have not registered, you can 
go to the Grant County Clerk’s offi ce in the court-
house and ask to be registered. It’s painless.

If your schedule doesn’t allow you to visit the 
clerk’s offi ce during regular business hours visit 
GoVoteWV.com. It’s easy to do on your phone, tab-
let or computer. 

You can also update your address or status, or 
check your voting precinct there. 

The generosity of Grant County residents is one 
thing that makes this county a great place to live. Ex-
tend that generosity with your vote for the fi re levy.

Where would we be if our volunteer fi re compa-
nies didn’t exist? If last week is any indication ... in 
ashes.

Lee Hamilton

Can we bridge division?
D i s a g r e e 

Better. That’s 
the name of 
an interesting 
initiative at the 
National Gov-
ernors Associ-

ation this year, spearheaded by the 
organization’s current chair, Utah Re-
publican Gov. Spencer Cox. 

The idea, in a nutshell, is to “re-
duce partisan animosity and foster 
healthy debate by modeling a more 
positive and optimistic way of work-
ing through policy problems,” as the 
NGA puts it.

It would be easy to scoff, of course. 
In this era of bitter political hostility, 
as we head into a presidential election 
that is likely to prove even more neg-
ative and divisive than the last one, 
talk of reducing animosity and boost-
ing healthy and constructive debate 
seems like a nice dream that’s got no 
chance of becoming reality.

But the thing about governors is 
that most are not dreamers. They’re 
confronted every day by the nuts and 
bolts of making their states work. 
Unlike, say, Congress, they have no 

choice but to tackle the issues chal-
lenging their residents, towns, cities, 
and counties. Or as Cox put it not 
long ago, “Potholes aren’t partisan.”

Which means governors are also 
in a position to make a difference. 
As the NGA writes on its page about 
Cox’s effort, “We need to learn to dis-
agree in a way that allows us to fi nd 

solutions and solve problems instead 
of endlessly bickering. An ‘exhaust-
ed majority’ of Americans want this, 
and the science is clear about inter-
ventions that reduce polarization. As 
doers and builders, governors are 
in a unique position to model what 
healthy confl ict looks like.”

And, in fact, there do seem to be 
“interventions” that reduce polariza-
tion. One example comes from Cox 

himself. In the 2020 gubernatorial 
election, as he sought to move up 
from the lieutenant governorship, he 
and his Democratic opponent, law 
professor Christopher Peterson, cut 
an ad together in which they pledged 
to abide by the election results. “Win 
or lose, in Utah, we work together,” 
Peterson said in the ad.

It was a nice, hopeful touch, but it 
was also more than that. That agree-
ment between the two candidates 
was one of several dozen approaches 
noted in a Stanford University mega-
study (basically, a study of studies) 
aimed at fi nding practical, real-world 
strategies for reducing polarization 
that might lead to violence. 

Highlighting “endorsements of 
democratic principles by political 
elites,” the study found—with the 
Cox-Peterson example front and cen-
ter—was one of the most effective 
strategies for reducing public support 
for undemocratic practices. 

So were correcting exaggerated 
stereotypes of supporters of the other 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
“We need to learn to disagree 
in a way that allows us to fi nd 
solutions and solve problems 
instead of endlessly bickering. 

An ‘exhausted majority’ of 
Americans want this ...” 

— Gov. Spencer Cox, Utah
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Division
Continued on Page 5A

West Virginia Sen. Capito unsure why Manchin 
has moved to block judicial picks

By Charles Young
WV News

Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito, R-W.Va., said she 
doesn’t know why her fel-
low West Virginia senator 
has decided to block Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s judicial 
nominees.

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.
Va., as fi rst reported by Po-
litico, has announced plans 
to vote against any of the 
president’s judicial picks if 
the candidate does not have 
support from a Republican.

“Just one Republican. 
That’s all I’m asking for. 
Give me something bipar-
tisan. This is my own lit-
tle fi libuster. If they can’t 
get one Republican, I vote 
for none. I’ve told (Demo-

crats) that. I said, ‘I’m sick 
and tired of it. I can’t take 
it anymore,’” Manchin said 
in an interview Wednesday.

Capito, speaking during 
her weekly press briefi ng 
Thursday, said she was un-
sure of Manchin’s motiva-
tions.

“I can’t explain, all of a 
sudden, why he’s decided 
to vote against these,” she 
said. “Because I think he’s 
voted for some in the past.

She had voted against 
the president’s nominees 
because she feels they lack 
the necessary qualifi ca-
tions, Capito said.

“A lot of the nominees 
that the president has put 
forward for our courts — 
and we know they are life-

time appointments — are 
very unqualifi ed,” she said. 
“And they are checking 
boxes of a liberal agenda, 
so there’s going to be no 
Republican support for 
many of these.”

Also last Thursday, 
Capito discussed the $1.2 
trillion spending package 
congressional lawmakers 
had to pass before Friday 
to avert a government shut-
down.

“We are going to be vot-
ing here in the next several 
days to fund our govern-
ment — again, fi nally,” she 
said.

The package consists of 
six separate spending bills, 
Capito said.

“I believe they will 

pass,” she said. “It is more 
spending on defense, but 
overall less spending.”

She was able to secure 
several West Virginia-spe-
cifi c priorities in the pack-
age, Capito said.

“(Like) trying to help 
Charleston Area Medical 
Center stand up a new neu-
rosciences institute with 
Marshall, and also getting 
some help with their cyber-
security, an important new 
area of emphasis at Mar-
shall,” she said. “I’m very 
pleased.”

Lawmakers needed to 
pass the package before 
12:01 a.m. on Saturday to 
avoid a shutdown.

Everyone can play a part in supporting 
families in their communities

April is National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month 
and MountainHeart Com-
munity Services Inc. en-
courages all individuals 
and organizations to play a 
role in making every com-
munity a better place for 
children and families. 

By ensuring that parents 
have the knowledge, skills, 
and resources that they 
need to  care for their chil-
dren, you can help prevent 
child abuse and neglect by 
creating strong and thriving 
children, youth, and fami-
lies in your communities. 

Research shows that 
protective factors are pres-
ent in healthy families. 
Protective factors are con-
ditions or attributes of indi-
viduals, families, commu-
nities, or the large society 
that reduce risk and pro-
mote healthy development 

and wellbeing. 
Promoting the following 

protective factors is one of 
the most effective ways 
to reduce the risk of child 
abuse and neglect:

• Nurturing and attach-
ment

• Knowledge of parent-
ing skills and child/youth 
development

• Social connections
• Concrete support for 

parents
• Social and emotional 

competence of children
April is a time to cel-

ebrate the important role 
the communities play in 

protecting children and 
strengthening families. 

Peggy Rittenhouse, 
community resource and 
outreach specialist, stat-
ed “Everyone’s participa-
tion is critical. Focusing 
on ways to connect with 
families is the best things 
our community can do to 
strengthen families and 
prevent child abuse and ne-
glect.”

In support of these ef-
forts, the Children’s Bu-
reau, within the U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services, in collab-
oration with its information 

service, the Child Welfare 
Information Gateway, the 
Offi ce of Child Abuse and 
Neglect, the FRIENDS 
National Center for Com-
munity-Based Child Abuse 
Prevention, and over 30 na-
tional prevention partners, 
has created the Prevention 
Resource Guide: Strong 
and Thriving Families, Pre-
vention with a Purpose. The 
resource guide, designed 
for service providers who 
work throughout the com-
munity to support families 
is available online at:

https://www.childwel-
fare.gov/topics/preventing/
preventionmonth/resourc-
es/resource-guide/

For additional informa-
tion, please contact the Pe-
tersburg offi ce at 304-257-
9375.

This policy has been in effect for over 15 years. 



party — basically, pro-
viding hard evidence that 
people’s worst fears about 
people on the other side 
of the partisan fence were 
unfounded—and showing 
them graphic evidence (in-
cluding the storming of the 
US Capitol on Jan. 6) of the 
violence that can happen 
when democratic norms 
collapse.

There is good evidence 
that on the whole, Amer-
icans are closer together 
than we often think we are, 
even on some hot-button 
issues—and that some po-
litical leaders exaggerate 
division and play on our 
fears for political gain. The 
challenge, of course, is 
how to lower the tempera-
ture to the point where we 
can hear, and even sympa-
thize with, one another.

Utah’s Cox isn’t the 
only governor who’s cut 
an ad trying to advance 
that cause. Maryland’s 
Democratic governor, Wes 
Moore, recently made 
one with Jack Coburn, 
the Republican mayor of 
Lonaconing, a small town 
in western Maryland not 

far from the West Virgin-
ia line. “We can have our 
differences without being 
divisive or hateful,” Moore 
says, to which Coburn re-
sponds, “We can listen to 
the other side, ask ques-
tions, have important con-
versations.” The point, they 
go on, isn’t that differences 
don’t matter, but that, as 
Coburn says, “We’re just 
saying there’s a better way 

to disagree.” “And who 
knows,” Moore adds. “In 
the end we might not be as 
far apart as we thought.”

Now, I don’t know how 
much impact an ad like that 
can have on its own. But 
imagine what would hap-
pen if politicians all across 
the US reached across the 
partisan divide and agreed 
that on this one thing, at 
least—bringing America 

back to its old habit of fi nd-
ing common ground—they 
can agree. That would be 
political leadership worth 
pursuing.

Lee Hamilton is a se-
nior adviser for the Indiana 
University Center on Rep-
resentative Government 
and was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives for 34 years.

March 31, 1954
Veach-Townsend Clin-

ic births included: Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Feaster of 
Maysville, a son; Mr. and 
Mrs. Clarence Berg Jr. of 
Petersburg, a daughter; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles War-
ner of Circleville, a son.

Edward Arthur Rexrode 
and Claudia Hope Harman, 
both of Maysville, were 
granted a marriage license 
in Cumberland, Md.

A 23-year-old resident 
of Landes, William Warnie 
Layton, died shortly after 
being admitted to Memo-
rial Hospital, Cumberland, 
suffering with injuries sus-
tained in an auto accident 
on Route 55.

Emory Eye, owner of 
Eye’s Quick Lunch, locat-
ed next to Ebert’s Five and 
Ten Store, moved into his 
new location under W.E. 
Harman and Son general 
merchandise store directly 
across the street by the lo-
cal post offi ce.

March 25, 1964
Fire of undetermined 

origin leveled one of Grant 

County’s oldest homes 
near the Spring Run Trout 
Hatchery. The house, be-
lieved to be between 150 
and 200 years old, was oc-
cupied  by Ervin Kesner 
and Ralph Vance.

Those receiving their 
drivers’ licenses were: 
Edith Wuerth of Peters-
burg; Donald Vance of 
Petersburg; Laura Crites 
of Moorefi eld; Virginia 
Hess of Maysville; Mar-
ietta Vance of Dorcas; 
Hilda Kimble of Arthur; 
Eston Kimble of Arthur; 
Ruth Keplinger of Mays-
ville; Bruce Riggleman 
of Petersburg; Peggy Carr 
of Greenland; and Arvella 
Dolly of Lahmansville.

Carolyn Shobe was 
honored with a seventh 
birthday party given by 
her parents Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodrow Shobe.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Archie Self of 
New Creek, a son, March 
18; Mr. and Mrs. David 
Lipscomb of Petersburg, 
a daughter, March 20; Mr. 

and Mrs. Thomas Dawson 
of Arthur, a son, March 20; 
Mr. and Mrs. David Fulk 
of Upper Tract, a daugh-
ter, March 21; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Rembert Moyers of 
Doe Hill, Va., a son, March 
23.

March 27, 1974
On March 29, the Town 

of Bayard celebrated its 
81st birthday, as an incor-
porated town.

Carolyn Shreve of 
Smoke Hole had been ac-
cepted for enrollment in the 
WVU School of Dentistry.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Crites of Dorcas announced 
the birth of a daughter, 
March 20, at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital.

March 28, 1984
Doron Haslacker of 

Maysville was seeking a 
seat on the board of educa-
tion from Grant District.

Announcing his re-elec-
tion bid was Grant Coun-
ty Commissioner Arthur 
“Mike” E. Kessel, Grant 
District.

Five FBLA members 
placed at the Northern Re-

gional FBLA conference in 
Wheeling March 17. They 
were PHS seniors Shei-
la Rexrode, Pam Kimble, 
Melba Redman, Debbie 
Judy and Cecilia Beckwith.

Petersburg’s 1984 FFA 
Sweetheart was Dana 
Smith of Maysville.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Iman of Petersburg an-
nounced the forthcoming 
marriage of their daughter, 
Eva Rosemary, to Lonnie 
Garrison Borror, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Roland Borror, 
also of Petersburg.

The 115 member staff 
of Rockingham Memorial 
Hospital elected Dr. James 
D. Evans as chief of staff 
for 1984.

The Vikings were de-
feated in the state cham-
pionship tournament’s 
semi-fi nal round by Wheel-
ing Central High School, 
75-61. This was the third 
time in school history the 
Vikings made it to the state 
tournament. PHS had nev-
er advanced beyond the 
semi-fi nal round.
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By Nadia Ramlagan, West Virginia News Service
People wrongfully convicted of crimes in the United 

States have received around $2.2 billion in compensation 
claims since 2019.

A new report by the National Registry of Exonerations 
said the amount nearly doubled in just fi ve years.

Barbara O’Brien, editor of the registry, explained even 
if states saw fewer or no exonerations, it does not neces-
sarily mean there are fewer wrongfully convicted people 
behind bars. She noted people in prison may not have ac-
cess to the resources needed to prove their innocence. 

“Since 1989, West Virginia’s had 14 exonerations,” 
O’Brien reported. “I always caution people not to read too 
much into the number of exonerations as some sort of in-
dicator of how the systems are working.”

Offi cial misconduct is the reason for wrongful convic-
tions in at least 77% of exoneration cases. West Virginia 
has a two-year time limit for fi ling compensation claims.

According to The Innocence Project, in 2020, the state 
changed the law to remove a clause requiring another per-
son to be convicted of the same crime in order for the ex-
onerated person to qualify for compensation.

Other factors leading to exonerations include perjury or 
false accusations, false or misleading forensic evidence, 
false confessions and mistaken witness identifi cation. 
O’Brien pointed out it is not just taxpayers who end up 
footing the bill for bloated prisons and exoneration pay-
ments. 

“Incarcerating people costs a lot of money,” O’Brien 
outlined. “If we’re incarcerating the wrong people, that’s 
costing the taxpayers. And if it’s a case where there is a 
real perpetrator out there who they didn’t catch, they’re 
committing more crimes.”

She added cost cannot make up for lost time innocent 
people have spent behind bars. The report said exonerated 
individuals in 2023 lost more than 2,000 years collectively 
for crimes they did not commit, an average of around 15 
years per person wrongfully imprisoned. Nearly 84% of 
exonerees last year were persons of color, and 61% were 
Black.

GONE! A 20-year tradition in Petersburg 
came crashing down in early April 1984, when 
workmen demolished the screen and speaker 
system at the Fort Hill Drive-In, owned by 
Trent Veach. Helping to cut down the towering 
screen were Dale and Marty Sites. GOING ...               GOING ... 

Compensation to 
exonerated people nearly 
doubled in fi ve years

Highlands Bankshares, 
Inc., the parent company 
of The Grant County Bank 
and Capon Valley Bank, 
posted year ended 2023 
earnings of $3,557,000 or 
$2.26 per share of common 
stock outstanding (EPS), 
compared to $4,427,000 or 
$3.31 EPS for the same pe-
riod of 2022.

On Feb. 13, the board of 
directors declared a quar-

terly dividend to sharehold-
ers of $0.42 per share. The 
dividend was payable to all 
shareholders of record as of 
Feb. 26, and was paid on or 
about March 1. 

Based upon the current 
market price and annual-
izing the dividends paid to 
shareholders this quarter, 
Highlands’ current divi-
dend yield is 4.48%.

Return on average as-

sets (ROAA) decreased in 
2023 to 0.65%, as com-
pared to 0.84% in the same 
period of 2022. The return 
on average equity (ROAE) 
decreased to 6.41% at De-
cember 31, 2023, as com-
pared to 8.05% at Dec. 31, 
2022.

Total assets, as of 
Dec. 31, 2023, in-
creased $20,741,000 to 
$548,163,000 compared to 

Dec. 31, 2022. Total liabil-
ities increased $20,246,000 
as of Dec. 31, 2023 to 
$492,645,000 compared to 
Dec. 31, 2022 as a result of 
deposit growth.

Shareholders’ equi-
ty at Dec. 31, 2023 was 
$55,518,000 or $41.53 per 
outstanding share, com-
pared to Dec. 31, 2022 of 
$55,023,000 or $41.16 per 
outstanding share.

Highlands Bankshares Inc. announces year end 2023 results

The Potomac Valley 
Conservation District in 
cooperation with USDA’s 
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) 
will hold a local work 
group meeting to discuss 
conservation programs and 
provide guidance for the 
Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP). 

The meeting will be 
held Thursday, April 18 at 
10 a.m. at the Farm Credit 
Building, 550 South Main 
Street, Moorefi eld.

The local work group 
includes representatives 
from cooperating federal, 
state, and local conserva-
tion organizations and is 

open to all farmers, agricul-
tural producers, and forest 
owners/managers. 

If you have thought 
about applying for one of 
the programs NRCS has 
to offer or have questions 
about what might be avail-
able to you, this meeting is 
an opportunity for you to 
learn more. 

As part of NRCS’s lo-
cally led process of admin-
istering programs, public 
comments will be sought 
from attendees on how to 
best prioritize USDA dol-
lars for your local area.

The PVCD covers 
Grant, Hardy, Pendleton, 
Mineral and Hampshire 

counties. NRCS District 
Conservationist, Sarah 
Taylor-Goldizen and staff 
work from the fi eld offi ces 
in Petersburg, Moorefi eld, 
and Franklin and District 
Conservationist, Lee Hag-
gerty and staff work in 
Keyser and Romney fi eld 
offi ces.

If you need an accom-
modation to participate 
in this event, contact Nan 
Kimble at 304-284-7546, 
or at NRCS.WVStateOf-
fi ce@usda.gov.

For more information 
contact Taylor-Goldizen at 
304-703-8624 or Haggerty 
at 304-822-3020 ext. 101.

Potomac Valley Conservation District local 
work group meeting scheduled for April 18
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Local and area obituaries
ERVIN E. WHETZEL

Ervin E. Whetzel, 87, 
of Arthur, died Tuesday, 
March 19, at his home.  

Born Jan. 5, 1937 in 
Landes, he was the son of 
the late Isaac Harvey and 
Violet Leona (Nazelrodt) 
Whetzel. He was also pre-
ceded in death by three 
brothers, Herman, Lemuel, 
and Junior Whetzel; and 
two stepbrothers, Lawson 
Whetzel and John Shirk.

Mr. Whetzel attend-
ed the Edgewood School 
House in Landes and for-
merly went to Brake Breth-
ren Church in Dorcas. He 
began working as a tim-
berman, cutting pulpwood 
and picked up odd jobs as 
a farmhand and working in 
sanitation collection.

He is survived by one 
sister, Leoda Riggleman of 
Arthur; two brothers, Ar-
thur Whetzel of Petersburg 
and Delmas Whetzel Sr. of 
Arthur; and several nieces 
and nephews.  

Funeral services were 

Saturday afternoon at the 
Basagic Funeral Home 
chapel, Petersburg, with 
Pastor Craig Howard offi -
ciating. Interment was in 
the Whetzel Family Ceme-
tery, Arthur.

Memorials may be made 
to Gideon’s International at 
www.gideon.org/donate or 
by calling 1-866-382-4253.   

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.         (3-26-24)

Final Lenten 
lunch this 
Wednesday

Each year Petersburg 
Church Women United 
holds Lenten luncheons for 
the community.

The proceeds from these 
lunches go to aid charities 
within the area. 

The fi nal Lenten Lunch 
is March 27, with guest 
speaker Pastor Steven Noel 
of Petersburg Church of 
God. 

All meals are at Peters-
burg Presbyterian Church 
at noon. Cost is $5 per meal 
and carryout/delivery is 
available.  Soup is $10 per 
quart and $5 per pint. Call 
703-895-0580 for orders.

June Rosalee “Rosie” 
Smith, 85, of Petersburg, 
W.Va., passed away Thurs-
day, March 21, 2024, at 
Autumn Lake Healthcare 
of Crystal Springs, W.Va.  

Born Nov. 30, 1938 in 
Riverton, W.Va., she was 
the daughter of the late 
Jesse James Thompson 
and Merlie (Maysell) Van-
devander. She was also  
preceded in death by her 
husband, Alvin Smith on 
Sept. 17, 1995; one broth-
er, George Thompson; 
and four sisters, Virginia 
Thompson, Bessie Turner, 
Ruby Thompson, and Dor-
othy Jean “Dot” Lantz.

Ms. Smith graduated in 
1956 from Circleville High 
School and was a Christian 
by faith. She worked as a 
secretary for the Brooking 
Institute in Washington, 
D.C. 

She was always on the 
go, looking for her next 
adventure, traveling wher-
ever the roads may lead.  
In her spare time, she en-
joyed reading and offering 
a helping hand to friends 
and family.  She was well 
known for her home reme-
dies or just to give a piece 
of advice to anyone in 
need.

She leaves behind to 
cherish her memories two 

sisters, Rebecca Kline of 
Waldorf, Md. and Betty 
Bennett of Cherry Grove, 
W.Va.; and several nieces 
and nephews, including a 
special great-niece, Kayla 
Lantz of Petersburg. 

In honoring her wish-
es, her body has been cre-
mated and a celebration of 
life will be held at a later 
date.  Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.          (3-26-24)

JUNE R. SMITH

Local church 
Easter
services

Main Street United 
Methodist Church 

Service of Tenebrae, 
Friday, March 29, 7 p.m. 
in the sanctuary; Easter 
sunrise service, Sunday, 
March 31 at 7 a.m. in the 
church yard and Easter 
morning service at 11 a.m. 
the Dressing of the Cross 
in the sactuary.

Mt. Carmel Church
Easter sunrise service 

at 7 a.m. with breakfast 
to follow. Dreama Kelly, 
minister.

RUTH A. GRAPES
Ruth Ann Grapes, 78, 

of Petersburg, died March 
21, at the Pendleton Manor, 
Franklin.  

Born Sept. 28, 1945, 
in Washington, D.C., she 
was the daughter of the late 
William Harvey Parker and 
Betty Jane Stevens. She 
was raised by her Aunt Jan-
et P. Moltz. She was also 
preceded in death by one 
sister; and a half brother.

Ms. Grapes attended 
Jefferson High School in 
Washington, D.C. and was 
a member of the North 
Fork Baptist Church. She 
worked as a bookkeeper 
and secretary for North 
Fork Disposal Services and 
was a homemaker.

She is survived by two 
daughters; sons; one sis-
ter; two half sisters; sev-
eral nieces and nephews; 
11 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

In honoring her wish-
es, her body has been cre-
mated with all services 
being private. Memorials 
may be made to the fami-
ly c/o Sherry Pennington 
at 13417 Petersburg Pike, 
Upper Tract, WV 26866.  

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.         (3-26-24) 

REGINALD W. KIMBLE
Reginald Wesley “Reg-

gie”  Kimble, 89, formerly 
of Petersburg, died Sunday, 
March 24, at Pendleton 
Manor in Franklin. 

Born Aug. 7, 1934, in 
Upper Tract, he was the son 
of the late Olie Franklin and 
Viola May (Harman) Kim-
ble. He was also preceded 
in death by one brother, Al-
vin Kimble; and one sister, 
Wanda Showalter.

Mr. Kimble attend-
ed school in Upper Tract, 
and formerly went to the 
Main St. United Method-
ist Church in Petersburg. 
He began his career as an 
entrepreneur with Kimble 
Home Improvement Ser-
vices in Virginia and Mary-
land before moving back 
to West Virginia, where he 
was the owner and operator 
of the Arthur Mart, Arthur.  
He was also a member of 
the American Legion, Post 
78.

He is survived by three 
daughters, Kay Simmons 
of Upper Tract, Sueann 
Marie of Gulfport, Miss. 
and Annabell Glaser of 
Hartford, Conn.; one son 
Reginald “Dannie” Kimble 
of Upper Tract; two sisters, 
Mildred Riggleman and 
Elaine Keplinger, both of 
Upper Tract; 11 grandchil-
dren; and 10 great-grand-
children.  

Family will receive 
friends, Thursday, March 
28, from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., at 
the Basagic Funeral Home 
chapel, Petersburg. Funer-
al services will follow at 
2 p.m., with Pastor Cheryl 
George offi ciating. Inter-
ment will be in the Kline 
Cemetery, Kline.  

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.         (3-26-24)
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Deputy Chief H. Whetzel 
in a community press re-
lease.  “Heavy smoke was 
noted and additional re-
sources were alerted.”

When the PVFC ar-
rived on the scene, Whet-
zel assumed command of 
the scene and confi rmed 
a working brush fi re that 
was approximately 20 to 
30 acres in size and was 
spreading rapidly. How-
ever, the fi refi ghters strug-
gle to gain access to the 
scene was initially due to a 
downed power line. Once 
on scene, Whetzel ex-
plained that the fi refi ght-
ers began a quick attack in 
order to prevent the loss of 
any structures, including 
homes. 

“Due to signifi cant 
wind, the fi re continued to 
spread rapidly,” Whetzel 
said. “Due to steep and un-
safe terrain, members were 
unable to perform much 
ground work. Working 
along with West Virginia 
Department of Forestry we 
determined the best option 
was to allow the forestry to 
burn and protect any struc-
tures.

On Wednesday night, 
the responders were able 
to partially establish doz-

er lines that stopped the 
fi re’s spread and crews re-
mained on scene overnight 
to protect any structures 
in the area. Throughout 
the following day, March 
21, the crews were able to 
keep the fi re contained as 
they worked throughout 
the day covering fi re lines 
and continuing to keep a 
careful eye on any nearby 
structures. 

On March 21, Gov. 
Jim Justice declared a 
state of emergency for 
Hardy, Grant, Hampshire 
and Pendleton counties 
due to “extensive forest 
fi res.” This declaration is 
a proactive measure en-
suring the allocation of 
necessary resources and 
expedite emergency re-
sponse efforts. The state 
of emergency allows state 
and local agencies to take 
swift and decisive actions 
to mitigate the impact of 
the fi res and protect the 
lives and property of West 
Virginians in those areas.   
This would have an im-
portant impact in Hardy 
County, when the follow-
ing day the West Virginia 
National Guard joined in 
battling the wildfi res rag-
ing across the Wardens-
ville area with two Black-
hawk helicopters which 
fl ew into the Grant County 
Airport, equipped with 

630 gallon buckets used 
to drop water onto key fi re 
points. 

The next day, March 
22, the Grant County fi re 
managed to breach a sec-
tion of the established 
dozer line but was able to 
the contained again at only 
between one to two acres 
of spread. 

“The goal of allowing 
the fi re to burn through 
forest and to roads is to al-
low it to be controlled and 
not take the risk of mem-
bers being in the woods in 
unsafe terrain,” Whetzel 
said. “Once the forestry is 
burnt it typically burns it-
self out and won’t reignite, 
preventing further fi re.”

An estimated 1,000 
acres of land was burned 
in Grant County, with even 
more in Hardy County and 
additional land burning in  
Hampshire and Pendleton 
counties. 

On Wednesday, one 
home, belonging to Bran-
di and Kurtis Braithwaite 
of Cabins, was reported to 
have been lost due to an 
unrelated house fi re with 
several more homes re-
ported to have been lost in 
Hardy County to the wild-
fi res.  

As of March 23, the 
PVFC has reported that 
the fi re has been 100% 
contained but is currently 

being monitored by the 
West Virginia Department 
of Forestry. 

“There are still some 
smoldering spots, so 
you will still see smoke 
and possibly some fl ame 
throughout the next week 
or so,” Whetzel advised. 
“As long as it’s interior it’s 
safe. If you notice fl ames 
close to a structure don’t 
hesitate to contact 911.”

All of the county’s lo-
cal responders, PVFC, 
Maysville Volunteer Fire 
Company, Mount Storm 
Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny, Bayard Volunteer Fire 
Department,  the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Grant County 
Ambulance responded to 
the fi re, as well as Elk Dis-
trict VFC, Thomas VFC, 
Parsons Volunteer Fire 
Department, Fort Ashby 
VFC, Romney Fire Com-
pany, Valley VFD, Hut-
tonsville VFC, Brookha-
ven VFC, Star City VFC 
New Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department, Burlington 
VFD, Capon Bridge Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
Elkins FD, Whitmer VFD, 
Beverly VFD, Davis VFD, 
Harman VFD, Mill Creek 
VFD, Barton VFD,  Kitz-
miller VFD, Deer Park 
VFD, Canaan Valley VFD 
and the West Virginia De-
partment of Forestry. 

“The key to success 
was great communication 
and working very well 
alongside our WV Forest-
ers,” Whetzel said. “Huge 
thanks to Billy Whetzel, 
Chris Whetzel, and ALL 
Construction for providing 
dozers. A huge thanks to 
M&M Trucking for pro-
viding us with fuel. We 
were very well taken care 
of by the Spring Run Fish 

Hatchery. Grant Coun-
ty OEM and 911 did an 
amazing job getting us the 
resources we needed and 
made sure we were in need 
of nothing.”

Whetzel also thanked 
the community, who re-
sponded resoundingly to, 
the call for aid. In both 
Grant and Hardy coun-
ties, businesses, churches,  
community members and 
citizen volunteers did ev-
erything from giving food 
to feed the fi refi ghters, to 
in Hardy County, volun-
teers taking to the burning 
woods themselves when 
called on to help slow 
the fi re’s spread towards 
homes using rakes and leaf 
blowers. 

“Now to our very gra-
cious and caring commu-
nity and businesses. There 
are literally too many to 
name individually, but 
please know that words 
will never be able to de-
scribe how appreciated 
you are. We can’t do what 
we do without you. We are 
also gracious for the many 
calls from state and local 
government, churches, 
etc. God bless each of you, 
God bless Grant County, 
and God bless the great 
state of West Virginia.”

The WELD-FM and WQWV-FM tower that was 
blown down during the recent wind storms. With-
out the tower, the station went temporarily offl ine on 
Wednesday night. Despite the loss of the tower, which 
is necessary for the station’s signal, the station con-
tinued to broadcast on their AM690 and streamed all 
three stations online. 

Ronald and Anna Ours lost their camper in 96MPH + wind gusts in the Welton Orchard Road area last Thursday. Neighbor Alex Bosley 
attempted to control damage by securing the camper to his truck preventing further rollover.

County
Continued from front

approval. In total, the com-
mission set aside approx-
imately $136,700 for a 
community center project 
from the American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) funds they re-
ceived during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

“When I was fi rst elect-
ed, one of the things I re-
ally felt strongly about was 
supporting a community 
center project as well as 
creating deterrents for drug 
and alcohol use and abuse, 
especially among youth,” 
said commissioner Kevin 
Hagerty. “And I am fairly 
certain my fellow commis-
sioners feel the same. This 
project has the capability 
to be a ‘two birds with one 
stone’ situation. I defi nitely 
support this project and it 
means a lot to me as well.”

Kuhn estimated that the 
facility would cost approx-
imately $400,000, howev-
er, clarifi ed that this esti-
mate is very dependent on 
the funds available and that 
additional monies would 
allow for more to be of-
fered.

Riggleman also ex-
pressed hope that the cen-
ter could eventually tie into 
the upcoming Petersburg 
Hike and Bike Trail that 
will encircle the city.

Bob McCauley, one 
of the key project leaders 
heading up the Hike and 
Bike Trail project, voiced 
his support for this ef-
fort. McCauley even ex-
pressed hope that, if the 
trail receives the expected 
$600,000 in funds to com-
plete the project, some of 
those funds could aid in 
connecting the two.

“We are hoping we may 

be able to use some of that 
to run the trail down to the 
center and maybe do other 
things in connection to the 
community center,” Mc-
Cauley said. 

A representative from 
U.S. Senator Shelly 
Moore-Capito’s offi ce also 
spoke on this possibility, 
saying that it can be diffi -
cult to adjust the scope of 
projects once it has been 
awarded funds, as is the 
case with the $600,000 set 
to be awarded for the hike 
and bike trail. However, 
she did say that since the 
change was minor, it could 
potentially be possible and 
that she would speak with 
the grant program leaders 
to fi nd out. 

“The exact cost is still up 
in the air, but our baseline 
or minimum to do it right, 
will be in the $350,000 to 
$400,000 range for the full 
project,” Kuhn said. 

Riggleman said the goal 
was to primarily work with 
local contractors and busi-
nesses to reduce costs. 

“We are hoping to make 
this a community project,” 
Riggleman said. “We want 
to meet with our local con-
tractors who work in this 
area and really strive to get 
everyone on board and in-
volved. I am talking from 
the building supplies, see-
ing if we can work with lo-
cal distributors to get them 
at cost to, same with the 
concrete. I also own some 
equipment and is available 
for free. I really want this 
to be a community effort.”

Riggleman and Kuhn 
explained that the goal of 
the center was to create an 
athletic space that serve as 
a local hub for youth ath-
letics, host tournaments, 
provide space for both 

youth and adult fi tness 
classes and act as a activity 
and wellness center for the 
community.

“I’d love to have two to 
three basketball courts in a 
row under the same roof,” 
Riggleman said. “In the 
summertime this place is 
booming with baseball and 
travel ball tournaments. 
My dream would be for 
us to be able to hold bas-
ketball tournaments here in 
the wintertime. To get Pe-
tersburg on the map, in that 
sense.” 

Riggleman also said 
the center could host other 
youth tournaments and ex-
pand the activities locally, 
including gymnastics and 

wrestling tournaments. 
Hagerty agreed, saying 

the center would not only 
support local health and 
youth activity, but also 
help grow the local econo-
my as outside teams visit. 

The commission also 
clarifi ed that the center 
will be a nonprofi t com-
munity center and while 
it will strive to accommo-
date youth sports, it will be 
available to the entire com-
munity. 

“I think this will help 
us grow as a city, get more 
active and build better 
teams,” Riggleman said. 
“I do also want to address, 
I’ve heard a few people 
suggest there isn’t really 
anything for our youth to 
do here, and there is. But 
things are changing, in our 
generation it was big for 
libraries and things like 
that. But now, we are hav-
ing a big infl ux of kids into 
sports but we can’t retain 
them.”

“We have wanted to see 
something like this for a 
long time and that is why 
we put this money aside 
initially,” said commis-
sioner Scotty Miley. “My 
initial thought was the hope 
that the county and the hos-
pital could combine and 
create a facility, a place for 
the community and a place 
for them to have things like 
physical therapy. But that 
hasn’t transpired, but this 
is something I, and I think 
the other commissioners 
as well,  is something we 
have wanted to see happen 
for a while.”

The commission also 
thanked Riggleman and 
Kuhn for their continued 
volunteer efforts to help 
make the center a possibil-
ity.

“Opportunities like this 
don’t come along every-
day, it is nice to have ev-
ery body wanting to be on 
the same page as far as the 
community goes, some-
thing where everyone can 
pitch in and everyone can 
see positivity grow in the 
community,” Hagerty said. 
“And like I said before, the 
deterrent of negative activ-
ities I believe this will pro-

mote is paramount.”
Ultimately, the com-

mission approved to allot 
$150,000 to the project, in-
cluding the $136,700 ear-
marked community center 
from ARP funds, on the 
conditions that they submit 
a fi nal business plan for the 
center, that all ordinances 
and regulations are fol-
lowed and there is a 503c 
status achieved. 

Kevin Hagerty, 
Grant County Commissioner

“Opportunities like 
this don’t come 
along every day, 
it is nice to have 
everybody wanting 
to be on the same 
page as far as the 
community goes, 
something where 
everyone can pitch 
in and everyone 
can see positivity 
grow in the 
community. And 
like I said before, 
the deterrent of 
negative activities I 
believe this will 
promote, is 
paramount.”



 Page 8A     GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, West Virginia   March 26, 2024

Young Writers grades 5-6 winning story
Heartbeat

By Noel Shreve, PES
An elderly woman lays 

sick in the hospital. Her 
daughter is coming to see 
her but is running late. As 
the nurses check on the el-
derly lady, she asks, “Has 
my daughter come yet?” 
The nurses told the elderly 
woman her daughter has 
not checked in yet but sure-
ly would soon.

Losing her breath, 
she pressed the help but-
ton. Nurses rushed in and 
placed an oxygen mask on 
her; it didn’t help. The old 
woman started to go pale; 
she knew she was dying. 
She just wanted to see her 
daughter one last time. 
Then her heartbeat started 
to slow down.

11... She started see-
ing memories of when she 
was tiny. She was playing 
a game with her siblings; it 
seemed like hide-and-seek. 
She was counting, waiting 
to catch her siblings, she 
used to be so energetic.  

10... She was in front of 
her elementary school. It 
was her fi rst day, and she 
was nervous. Then, two 
other kids came to greet 
her and show her around. 
These would be her future 
bandmates.

9... She met up at the 
old gym to see her friends. 
They were all going to 
practice for their next “con-
cert” at the arts center. She 
was going to sing. She 
never knew this upcoming 
concert would change her 
life. 

8... She was in a stadi-
um this time. The band had 
risen in fame. She had sold 
out all the seats. She was so 
excited, not knowing her 
downfall would soon await 
her.

7... She started to date 
this “cool” boy and thought 
it was going to last forev-
er. That is how love works, 
right? She was around 21 
when she got her heartbro-
ken by him. She shrugged 
it off and continued her 
musical career. She didn’t 
know this boy was the rea-
son she would have to end 
her singing career. 

6... While she was at one 
of her top selling concerts 

signing autographs, the 
same boy came, and right 
as she noticed him he said, 
“You cheated on me for 
your stupid career!” Before 
she could say anything, 
everyone went silent and 
started to leave the audi-
ence. Her friends wouldn’t 
listen and kicked her out.

5... She fell in love with 
somebody named Damien. 
This relationship basically 
lasted the rest of her life. 
They bought a home and 
decided to have a baby 
girl. They named her Lily. 
They were happy and nev-
er wanted anything else but 
each other. 

4... Their daughter, Lily, 
was almost done with pri-
mary school; they could not 
believe how fast she was 
growing up! Lily wanted to 
be a doctor and go to medi-
cal school. She was hopeful 
for her child.

3... Her daughter had just 
fi nished medical school, 
and the woman was at her 
graduation. The woman 
was now considered “old”. 
Her hair was gray, and 
wrinkles started to show. 
She wondered how her life 
just fl ew by in the blink of 
an eye. Her husband was 
diagnosed with cancer and 
was in the hospital. He was 
going to get surgery with 
a high chance of failing. 
Damien was willing to take 
that risk.

2... The surgery failed, 
and the woman was dev-
astated. She was not sure 
what to do with herself 
now. She was getting sick 
and was too frail to drive. 
She called her daughter to 
drive her to the hospital. 
Lily was in the middle of 
an operation but came to 
get her mom afterwards. 
The woman had heart dis-
ease. The woman knew she 
didn’t have much time left 
and accepted the fact she 
would have to stay in the 
hospital. There was one 
thing she could look for-
ward to. Her daughter had 
a baby girl, and she would 
get to see it in a week.

1... The elderly woman 
looked around her hospital 
room; there were still no 
signs of her daughter. To-
day was the day, but she 

was never going to see her 
grandbaby. She looked up 
at the doctor, and said with 
a quiet voice, “Tell my 
daughter I will be watch-
ing over her and her baby 
when I pass. Thank you for 
watching over me, doctor.”

The doctor gave the el-
derly woman a smile as 
she drifted off to a forever 
sleep. Lily and the baby 
then piled into the room, 
and said, “Sorry I am late, 
but little Maria is here! I 
named her after you.” The 

young woman walked over 
to her mother’s lifeless 
body and gasped. She held 
her baby tightly and broke 
down into tears. “Please 
hold my baby, nurse.” 
asked Lily. Lily walked 
over to her mother and 
said, “I know you will be 
watching over me and my 
baby. I hope that the after-
life serves you well.” Then, 
Lily grabbed Maria and 
went out of the room, cry-
ing one last dreaded tear. 

W99 Grant County Airport busy with 
Civil Air Patrol glider operations
By 2nd Lt. Diana Layton 

Civil Air Patrol’s West 
Virginia Wing began their 
season of glider operations 
on the weekend of March 
16 at Grant County Airport 
(W99) in Petersburg. 

Glider operations occur 
there once a month, until 
November, hosting multi-
ple states on the East Coast. 

March’s operations in-
cluded the local Potomac 
Highlands Composite Squ- 
adron’s Lt. John Banks 
serving as ground boss and 
Cadet Technical Sergeant 
Madisyn Porter serving as 
assistant ground boss. 

They helped teach 
and guide cadets from 
North Carolina Wing 111 
and Martinsburg, W.Va. 
achieve their glider orienta-
tion rides successfully. 

In addition, multiple 

plane and glider pilots from 
different towns in West Vir-
ginia traveled to help cadet 
fl ying dreams come true.  

Civil Air Patrol’s glid-
er program began in the 
1960s but was mainly fo-
cused in the western part of 
the United States for a few 
years. 

The primary purpose of 

CAP’s glider program is 
to give as many cadets as 
possible the opportunity 
to experience gliding and 
soaring through orientation 
fl ights. 

Some goals of the glider 
program include maintain-
ing a strong and effective 
ground and air safety pro-
gram and promoting cur-

rent, profi cient, and profes-
sional airmanship. 

Around 1998, the glider 
program experienced ex-
plosive growth in planting 
the seed of aviation and 
aerospace education in the 
lives of young people. 

When glider fl ight acad-
emies became more and 
more popular, the U.S. Air 
Force helped purchase and 
acquire nearly 60 gliders.  

The program became a 
success and maximized the 
utilization and opportunity 
for increased cadet partici-
pation in fl ight training and 
orientation fl ights. 

To fi nd out more infor-
mation about Civil Air Pa-
trol, join them at the Grant 
County Airport Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 pm or visit 
www.gocivilpatrol.com. 

A glider towed by a tow plane after taking off from the airport in Petersburg.

CAP cadets from NC Wing, Potomac Highlands Composite Squadron and Martins-
burg squadrons working together to get the glider turned around for another tow.
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Viking baseball opens with strong 16-2 victory over 
Notre Dame, falls 5-2 to Southern Garrett County

The Petersburg High 
School Vikings are start-
ing their early season with 
a 1-1 record following a 
sturdy 16-2 win over No-
tre Dame High School but 

a tight 5-2 struggle against 
Southern Garrett County.

The team is led by head 
coach Mike Landis with 
support from assistant 
coaches Steve Arbaugh, 

Parry VanMeter, Josh 
Harper, Brandon George 
and Chase Ault. The 2024 
Petersburg Viking baseball 
players are: seniors: Jack-
son Berg, Elijah Kuykend-
all, Andrew Fleming, Ethan 

Taylor and Lelund Feaster; 
juniors:  Zalon Barrick, 
Luke Adkins, Trace Rohr-
baugh, Peyton Tingler, 
Colin Mauzy and Caden 
Arbaugh; sophomores: 
Ethan Valkos, Owen Reel, 

Kaleb Kuhn, Lukas Wol-
ford, Payten Huffman and 
freshmen: Garrett Hamric, 
Ryan Kessel, Austin Kuh, 
Matthew McDonald and 
Wyatt Chandler. 

The team is next set to 
take on Tygarts Valley High 

School tonight at 5:30 p.m. 
in Petersburg and will face 
off against local rivals, the 
Moorefi eld Yellow Jackets, 
on Wednesday beginning at 
5:30 p.m. in Petersburg. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2023-24 UEC VARSITY ATH-
LETES - Boys basketball team - Head coach Walt Ward; 
assistant coaches Lee Evans and Bill Braithwaite; se-
nior players: Joshua Burdock and Braxton Crites; 
junior players: Jacob Wolfe and Jacob Haynes; soph-
omore players: Kylar Lewis and Eric Linkswiler and 
freshmen players: Braylon Ward, Bladen Oberholzer 
and Bryson Fazenbaker. Cheer squad - Lilly Penning-
ton, Albert Taylor and Makayia Thomas. 

photos courtesy of country charm 
photography 

Recognizing 
the 2023-24 
UEC varsity 
basketball 

team
Union Educational 

Complex 
Varsity Sports Teams
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GOLDEN LANES
ODD COUPLES 

MIXED LEAGUE
March 12th

TEAM STANDINGS: 
Split Happens 72 – 44, 
WELD 69 – 47, Termina-
tors 65.5 – 50.5, Vetter’s 
Guns & Ammo 65.5 – 50.5, 
NKOTB 62 – 54, Country 
Cars & Trucks 60 – 56, 
Outlaws 56 – 60, Empire 
Strikes 54.5 – 61.5, Lucky 
Strikes 53.5 – 62.5.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Cohan Kes-
ner 267, Terry Wratchford 
255, Phil Crews 245, Jacob 
Wratchford 240.  (HAND-
ICAP): Auston Delawder 
314, Josh Sullivan 293, 
Terry Wratchford 284, Phil 
Crews 280.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Cohan Kes-
ner 735, Michael Hedrick 
677, Jacob Wratchford 
673, Terry Wratchford 
671. (HANDICAP): Jerry 
Propst 795, Jacob Wratch-
ford 790, Auston Delawder 

773, Cohan Kesner 771.
HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): 

Cohan Kesner 217.19, 
Evan Kesner 207.65, 
Richie Burgess 207.56, Mi-
chael Hedrick 201.69.

HIGH GAME WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Carissa 
Michael 216, Dee Anna 
McDonald 204, Teresa 
Sullivan 194, Rachel Stark  
188. (HANDICAP): Teresa 
Sullivan 274, Rachel Stark 
261, Carissa Michael 257, 
Dee Anna McDonald 254.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Carissa 
Michael 606, Dee Anna 
McDonald 523, Rachel 
Stark 516, Denise Mc-
Greevy 483. (HANDI-
CAP): Rachel Stark 735, 
Carisa Michael 729, Teresa 
Sullivan 696, Flecia Brock-
way 690.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO- 
MEN): Carissa Michael 
185.23, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 174.53, Denise 
McGreevy 155.26, Emily 
Stark 155.04.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

March 14th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Builders Center 76 – 40, 
American Classic 75 - 41, 
Petersburg Oil Company 
65 – 51, Strikeforce 62– 54, 
Golden Lanes 56 – 60, Vet-
ter’s Mini Mart 55.5 – 60.5, 
Country Cars & Trucks 
54.5 – 61.5.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Don Himelright 
269, Jon Hedrick 267, Ja-
cob Wratchford 247, Evan 
Kesner and Derek Miller 
236. (HANDICAP): Don 
Himelright 298, Jon Hed-
rick 295, Jacob Wratchford 
287, George Halterman 
271, Derek Miller 265.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Don Himelright 
696, Jacob Wratchford 
669, Evan Kesner 657, 
Jon Hedrick 641, Zachary 
Arbaugh 622. (HANDI-
CAP): Jacob Wratchford 
789, Don Himelright 783, 
George Halterman 733, 
Evan Kesner 732, Troy 
McGreevy 729.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 207.06, Terry 
Wratchford 204.36, Richie 

Burgess 204.11, Zachary 
Arbaugh 203.77, Michael 
Hedrick 203.68, Larry 
Walp 199.70.

SBV WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE

March 18th
HIGH GAME (SCR-

ATCH): Sheri Arbogast 
219, Cherry Hammons 
203, Kristi Weasenforth 
197. (HANDICAP): Sheri 
Arbogast 272, Linda Ken-
yon 247, Kristi Weasen-
forth 240. 

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Cherry Ham-
mons 533, Kathy Vance 
527, Sheri Arbogast 518. 
(HANDICAP): Sheri Ar-
bogast 677, Linda Kenyon 
655, Kathy Vance 646.

Girls Basketball Class 
AA All-State Team as se-
lected by the West Virginia 
Sports Writers Association:

Second Team - Nellie 
Whetzel, Petersburg (Sr.). 
Honorable Mention, Abby 
Alt, Petersburg and Sam 
Colaw, Petersburg. 

PHS 
players 
named 
to all-state 
team

Grant County Little League 
A-String Champions

Girls A-String Champs and Boys B-String Champs- Goldizen Electric: Sponsors Charlie and Winnie Goldizen. 
Coached by Shawn Rohrbaugh, Alex Bosley and Nathan Ertel. 

Boys A-String Champs- Judy’s Drugstore: coached by Derek White and Garrick 
Haslacker and cheer coach Chris Ludwig. 

Girls A-String runners-up - Grant County Mulch. Coached byAshley Riggleman and Kaitlyn Kesner. 
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Images from last weeks’ wildfi res, West Virginia and Virginia

Bergton, VaBergton, Va.shared to social media by David Ludeker

Hardy County, Kimsey Run Dam, shared to social media by Sarah Riggleman

Grant County, 
photos courtesy of Petersburg VFC

Grant County, photos courtesy of Kitzmiller VFC

Hardy County,Hardy County,photo courtesy of Bittinger VFD



ANIMALS:
Miller Farm, LLC & Friends 
Angus Production Sale, Fri-
day, March 29, 2024 – 6:00 
p.m., Rockingham County 
Fairgrounds, Harrisonburg 
VA. Selling 28 Angus Bulls, 
Donors, Pairs, Bred Heif-
ers, Bred Cows, Pick of 
the Fall 2023 Heifers and 
approximately 25 Commer-
cial Females. Contact Craig 
540-820-9818; Brennan 
540-383-4211, Visit:  mil-
lergustinangus.com, View 
Sale Live on CCI.Live.
3/19-3/26p ___________

BUSINESS:
For sale: Interest in a local 
well established business. 
Serious inquiries only! Call 
304-257-8166. 
1/9tfn _______________

FOUND:
Keys at a wide spot on Bis-
marck Road on March 19. 
Call 304-257-1844 to iden-
tify and claim.
3/26-4/2 _____________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-

tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

SERVICES:
5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509, 
credit cards accepted.
9/12tfn ______________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
NEED HELP WITH YOUR 
SPRING CLEANING? 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-
als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
Painting: houses, roofs, 
barns and roofs, poultry 
house roofs, outbuildings, 
churches, fences, busi-
nesses, stain log homes, 
pressure washing, interiors, 
34 years experience. 304-
358-7208, Ronnie Kimble, 
WV licensed and insured. 
2/6-11/5p ____________

A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________
MISCELLANEOUS:
FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB INTERNET 
service. Bonus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335
3/26p ________________
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Offi ce 
Professional online at CTI!  
Get Trained, Certifi ed & 
ready to work in months!  
Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is located at 
Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
3/26p ________________
CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
3/26p ________________

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
3/26p ________________
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? 
We’re here for it and here 
for you. Reach your goals 
this year with Weight-
Watchers. Get started with 
THREE months FREE, visit 
www.weightwatchersoffer.
com/46
3/26p ________________
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about 
our specials!
3/26p ________________
ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
3/26p ________________

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
3/26p ________________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
3/26p ________________
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
3/26p ________________
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
3/26p ________________

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 
1-833-675-6435 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/WV
3/26p ________________
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044
3/26p ________________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
3/26p ________________
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
3/26p ________________

SWITCH TO DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
736-4350
3/26p ________________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
3/26p ________________ 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
3/26p ________________

HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment.  
3/26p ________________

EMPLOYMENT:
CDL driver wanted.  
Tri-County Tool Rentals is 
looking for a CDL driver to 
pick up and deliver equip-
ment.  Pay is $20 hour, plus 
health insurance, 401K re-
tirement plan, and vacation 
pay.  Come join our team for 
a challenging and fun work 
experience.  Call 538-7895 
to apply.
3/5-3/26 ______________
Seneca Rocks Regional 
Development Authority is 
seeking a part-time cleaning 
professional for the Grant 
County offi ces. If interest-
ed, please pick up an ap-
plication at 155 Technology 
Lane, Petersburg, WV, or 
47 Maple Avenue, Franklin, 
WV.  Any questions may be 
addressed to Sherry Mon-
gold at 304-358-2074 or 
304-668-4900.
3/26-4/2 ______________

LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS
GRANT COUNTY  AIRPORT AUTHORITY

GRANT COUNTY  AIRPORT, PETERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

SEAL TAXIWAY PAVEMENT SURFACE/JOINTS
SEAL APRON PAVEMENT SURFACE/JOINTS

CONTRACT NO. 1 

FAA AIP NO. 3-54-0019-031-2024
FEBRUARY 2024

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed proposals will be received by the Grant County Airport Authority, Grant County Airport, 440 Airport Road, Pe-

tersburg, West Virginia 26847 until 1:00 P.M., April 16, 2024, for the following work:
Contract No. 1 – 

Seal Taxiway Pavement Surface/Joints and Seal Apron Pavement Surface/Joints
The bid prices shall include the costs for furnishing labor and materials and performing all work set forth in the Ad-

vertisement for Bids, Information for Bidders, Form of Proposal, Standard General Conditions of the Construction Con-
tract, Supplemental General Conditions and Detail Specifi cations and Drawings prepared by Chapman Technical Group.  
Immediately following the scheduled closing time for the reception of bids, all proposals which have been submitted in 
accordance with the required provisions will be publicly opened and read aloud.

The work to be bid upon is generally described as follows:
Contract No. 1 – 

Seal Taxiway Pavement Surface/Joints and Seal Apron Pavement Surface/Joints
The scope of the project includes rehabilitating the existing asphalt Taxiways and Main Apron pavement surfaces, 

milling and paving the Fuel Farm Apron, constructing a concrete fueling pad, and demolition of a concrete slab at the 
Grant County Airport located near Petersburg, West Virginia. The Taxiways B, C, D, E, F and G will consist of removing the 
existing airfi eld pavement markings to prevent shadowing, cleaning the surface of all deleterious material, repairing exist-
ing cracks and joints, placing an emulsifi ed asphalt seal coat, and placing the airfi eld pavement markings. The emulsifi ed 
asphalt seal coat will be applied in one (1) coat. The Main Apron rehabilitation will consist of removing the existing airfi eld 
pavement markings to prevent shadowing, cleaning the surface of all deleterious material, repairing existing cracks and 
joints, placing a refi ned coal tar emulsion surface treatment, and placing the airfi eld pavement markings. The refi ned coal 
tar emulsion surface treatment will be applied in two (2) coats. The milling of the Fuel Farm Apron will include milling the 
existing top 2” of the asphalt pavement surface, full depth pavement repair as required, and placing 2” of HMA WVDOT 
Surface Course asphalt. Construction of the fueling pad will include existing asphalt pavement removal, existing subgrade 
excavation, and placing the stone and concrete. The concrete slab demolition will require removal of the existing concrete 
structure, placement and compaction of crushed aggregate base course, placement of 2” HMA WVDOT Base Course 
Asphalt, and placement of 2” HMA WVDOT Surface Course Asphalt. The rehabilitation of Taxiways B, C, D, E, F, and G 
will be under the Base Bid. The rehabilitation of the Main Apron will be under Additive Alternate No. 1. Reconstruction of 
the Fuel Farm Apron will be under Additive Alternate No. 2. Constructing the concrete fueling pad will be under Additive 
Alternate No. 3. Demolition of the existing concrete slab will be under Additive Alternate No. 4. The project will also include 
mobilization and any other appurtenances required for a complete project detailed by the plans and specifi cations prepared 
by Chapman Technical Group.

Construction Time Limits – The Contractor will be required to achieve Substantial Completion within 60 calendar days 
and fi nal completion and readiness for fi nal payment within 90 calendar days of the effective date of the Notice to Proceed. 
Liquidated damages will be $400.00 per day for each day after the expiration of the construction time.

Plans, Specifi cations and Contract Documents may be examined at the following places:

 Chapman Technical Group Grant County Airport
 43 East Main Street  440 Airport Road
 Buckhannon, WV 26201 Petersburg, WV  26847
      
 Chapman Technical Group Contractors Association of WV
 200 Sixth Avenue  2114 Kanawha Boulevard, East
 St. Albans, WV  25177  Charleston, WV  25311
  

McGraw-Hill Dodge Reports
Virtual Plan Room:  www.dodge.construction.com

Phone: (501) 321-5406, Fax: (501) 625-3544

One full-size set and one digital set of the Plans and Specifi cations for each contract may be obtained by each Bidder 
from the offi ce of Chapman Technical Group, 43 East Main Street, Buckhannon, West Virginia, 26201, telephone (304) 
472-8914, upon a non-refundable payment of $175.00 per each contract.  Plans and Specifi cations may also be ordered 
from Chapman Technical Group’s online plan room at www.chaptech.com.

Online access to procurement and contracting documents will be provided through Chapman Technical Group’s New-
forma software. Digital/electronic copies will not be available without purchase of at least one full-size set.

Each prospective Bidder shall be required to purchase a minimum of one copy of the Bidding Documents and be sub-
sequently included on the Engineer’s offi cial bid register. They consist of plans, specifi cations and a bid submittal packet. 
The bid submittal packet provides an unbound copy and listing of the items which are to be submitted with the Bid. Bids 
received from Bidders not included on the offi cial bid register will be declared non-responsive and returned to the Bidder. 

Bidders are advised that a two-envelope system will be used.  Each bid must be submitted in a sealed main envelope 
containing the Bid Bond, WV Contractor’s License, Contractor’s Statement of Qualifi cations, and all other necessary docu-
ments as required on the bid opening checklist developed by the Engineer, and a separate sealed envelope inside the main 
envelope marked “Bid Proposal” containing the completed and signed bid (Form of Proposal).

The main envelope will be opened fi rst and if the required documents are included and appear to be in order, the 

envelope containing the bid will then be opened and publicly read aloud.  If the required documents are not included as 
part of the bid submittal, the envelope containing the bid will not be opened and the bid will be considered non-responsive 
and will be returned to the Bidder.

A Bidder may not withdraw his/her bid for a period of one hundred twenty (120) days after the date set for opening of 
bids.

Bids shall be accompanied by a certifi ed check or bid bond payable to the Grant County Airport Authority, Petersburg, 
West Virginia, in an amount not less than fi ve percent (5%) of the total amount of the Base Bid and Additive Alternates.

Bidders agree to comply with 49 USC §50101, which provides that Federal funds may not be obligated unless all steel 
and manufactured goods used in AIP funded projects are produced in the United States, unless the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration has issued a waiver for the product; the product is listed as an Excepted Article, Material or Supply in Federal 
Acquisition Regulation subpart 25.108; or is included in the FAA Nationwide Buy American Waivers Issued list. Bidders 
must complete and submit the Buy American certifi cation included with the Bidding Documents with their bid. The Owner 
will reject as nonresponsive any bid or offer that does not include a completed Certifi cate of Buy American Compliance.

By submitting a bid, Bidders are certifying compliance with the following Federal Contract Provisions:
Debarment and Suspension - 2 CFR Part 180 (Subpart B), 2 CFR Part 200, Appendix II (H), 2 CFR Part 1200, DOT 

Order 4200.5., Executive Orders 12549 and 12689
Trade Restriction - 49 USC § 50104 and 49 CFR Part 30
Lobbying Federal Employees - 31 USC § 1352 – Byrd Anti-Lobbying Amendment, 2 CFR Part 200-Appendix II(J) and 

49 CFR Part 20-Appendix A
Procurement of Recovered Materials - 2 CFR § 200.322, 40 CFR Part 247 and the Solid Waste Disposal Act
Nondiscrimination in Employment  Bidders on this work are required to comply with 41 CFR Part 60-4, President’s 

Executive Order Number 11246 and the provisions of Executive Order Number 10925 as included therein.  The require-
ments for Bidders and Contractors under these orders are included in the Federal Contract Provisions contained in the 
specifi cation manual.

Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (Federal Minimum Wage) – 29 USC § 201, et seq, 2 CRF § 200.420 – The Contractor 
has full responsibility to monitor compliance to the referenced statue or regulation. The Contractor must address any claims 
or disputes that pertain to a referenced requirement directly with the U.S. Department of Labor – Wage and Hour Division.

Davis Bacon Requirements – 2 CFR § 200, Appendix II(D), 29 CFR Part 5, 49 USC  § 47112(b), 40 USC §§ 3141-3144, 
3146, and 3147 - Bidders must comply with the minimum rates for wages for laborers and mechanics as determined by the 
Secretary of Labor in accordance with the provisions of the DavisBacon Act.

All prospective Bidders are required to attend a PreBid Conference to be held at the Grant County Airport, Petersburg, 
West Virginia, at 1:00 P.M., April 2, 2024, for the purpose of discussing the project and touring the site.  

The Authority has established a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program in accordance with the require-
ments of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).  As a recipient of funding from the DOT, the Authority signed an 
assurance to comply with the provisions of 49 CFR Part 26, “Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprise in DOT 
Programs.”

This project, due to the amount of federal participation, requires the Contractor to meet a goal for Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise participation of 4.8 percent (4.8%). The Contractor will be required to justify the amount of DBE partic-
ipation which will be utilized or that there was a good faith effort made to allow for DBE participation.  It is the policy of the 
Authority that DBE’s, as defi ned in 49 CFR Part 26, shall have the maximum opportunity to participate in the performance 
of contracts assisted in whole or part by funds granted by the DOT.

The Owner’s award of this contract is conditioned upon Bidder or Offeror satisfying the good faith effort requirements 
of 49 CFR §26.53. 

As a condition of bid responsiveness, the Bidder or Offeror must submit the following information with their proposal 
on the forms provided herein: 

(1) The names and addresses of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) fi rms that will participate in the contract; 
(2) A description of the work that each DBE fi rm will perform; 
(3) The dollar amount of the participation of each DBE fi rm listed under (1) 
(4) Written statement from Bidder or Offeror that attests their commitment to use the DBE fi rm(s) listed under (1) to 

meet the Owner’s project goal
(5) Written confi rmation from each listed DBE fi rm that it is participating in the contract in the kind and amount of work 

provided in the prime contractor’s commitment; and
(6) If Bidder or Offeror cannot meet the advertised project DBE goal, evidence of good faith efforts undertaken by the 

Bidder or Offeror as described in appendix A to 49 CFR part 26. The documentation of good faith efforts must include cop-
ies of each DBE and non-DBE subcontractor quote submitted to the bidder when a non-DBE subcontractor was selected 
over a DBE for work on the contract.

The Grant County Airport Authority, in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 
252, 42 USC §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, and 49 USC § 47123, FAA Order 1400.11, hereby notifi es all Bid-
ders or Offerors that it will affi rmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged 
business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and no businesses 
will be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin (including limited English profi ciency), creed, sex 
(including sexual orientation and gender identity), age, or disability in the consideration for an award.

The requirements of 49 CFR Part 26 apply to this contract.  It is the policy of the Grant County Airport Authority to 
practice nondiscrimination based on race, color, sex or national origin in the award or performance of this contract.  The 
Owner encourages participation by all fi rms qualifying under this solicitation regardless of business size or ownership. 

The Authority is an equal opportunity employer and will require the Contractors to adhere to the provisions of this 
program.

The Grant County Airport Authority reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
GRANT COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY

BY:  Freddie Baker, Chairman
Chapman Technical Group

P. O. Box 229
Buckhannon, West Virginia  26201

3/19-3/26 ______________________________________________________________________________________
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through the

Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi cation is waived) being received 
at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until May 07, 2024 at 10:00
AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
004 2023120014 S312-48-18.90 00 CMAQ-0048(076)D MISCELLANEOUS CONSTRUCTION
    FOREMAN PARK & RIDE (CORRIDOR H)
    FOREMAN PARK & RIDE (CORRIDOR H)
    COUNTY: GRANT

DBE GOAL: 12 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING
GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid
Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is
required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal
Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the
date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of 
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and public-
ly opened will be available on www.bidx.com. The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby
notifi es all bidders that it will affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 
3/19-3/26 _______________________________________________________________________________________

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
MUNICIPALITY OF PETERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

In accordance with Code §11-8-14, as amended, the Council proceeded to 
make an estimate of the amounts necessary to be raised by a levy of taxes for 
the current fi scal year, and does determine and estimate the several amounts to 
be as follows.

The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from ev-
ery source during the fi scal year INCLUDING THE LEVY OF TAXES, is as follows:

REVENUE SOURCE  
Assigned Fund Balance   $ 67,344
Property Taxes - Current Expense   322,212
Prior Year Taxes   9,300
Supplemental Taxes   2,900
Tax Loss Restoration   800
Tax Penalties, Interest & Publication Fees   1,800
Gas & Oil Severance Tax   13,000
Excise Tax on Utilities   132,000
Wine & Liquor Tax   22,000
Animal Control Tax   600
Hotel Occupancy Tax   50,000
Sales Tax   300,000
Fines, Fees & Court Costs   2,000
Licenses   14,000
Building Permit Fees   7,000
Franchise Fees   9,000
IRP Fees (Interstate Registration Plan)   18,000
Gaming Income   10,000
Accident Reports   200
Video Lottery (LVL)   3,500
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE (GENERAL FUND)   $ 985,656 
     
COAL SEVERANCE TAX FUND
REVENUE SOURCE
Assigned Fund Balance   $ 11,310
Coal Severance Tax   10,000
                                            
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE (COAL SEVERANCE FUND)  $              21,310
   
ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES       
   General Fund  Coal Severance 
                                                   Fund 
Mayor’s Offi ce       $17,000 -
City Council  27,000 -
Recorder’s Offi ce  15,500 -
Treasurer’s Offi ce  18,000 -
City Clerk’s Offi ce  40,000 -
Police Judge’s Offi ce  1,500 -
City Attorney  1,500 -
City Auditor  8,000 -

Regional Development Authority  3,284 -
Planning & Zoning   2,000 -
Elections  1,500  -
City Hall  50,000 21,310
Transfers/Reimbursements  145,000 -
Contingencies  39,622 -
Police Department  120,000 -
Street Lights  45,000 -
Street Department   400,000 -
Grants - Street and Transportation  750 -
Parks & Recreation  25,000 -
Visitors Bureau  25,000 -

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES  $ 985,656 $ 21,310

 MUNICIPALITY OF 
PETERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

Regular Current Expense Levy
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

  Certifi cate of Levy          Taxes
  Valuation Rate/$100 Levied
   Assessed Value for
  Tax Purposes

CLASS I
Personal Property $ 0 12.50 0
Public Utility                                               0   - 0
Total Class I                                               0  - 0

CLASS II
Real Estate 38,976,750 25.00 97,442
Personal Property                            466,066 - 1,165
Total Class II                               39,442,816 - 98,607

CLASS IV                                       
Real Estate 26,598,720 50.00 132,994
Personal Property 20,782,401 - 103,912
Public Utility                                  3,528,558 - 17,643
Total Class IV                              50,909,679 - 254,549    

Total Value & Projected
Revenue 90,352,495 - 353,156  

Less Delinquencies, Exoneration & Uncollectible Taxes     5% 17,658
Less Tax Discounts 
(use Total Projected Revenue to calculate)                              2% 6,710
Less Allowance for Tax Increment Financing
(if Applicable)                                                                              - 0

Total Projected Property Tax Collection   328,788

Less Assessor Valuation Fund                                                   2% 6,576
(Subtracted from regular current expense taxes levied only)

Net Amount to be Raised By Levy of Property Taxes  322,212

MUNICIPALITY OF 
PETERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

Excess Levy/Levies
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

 Certifi cate of  Levy Taxes
 Valuation Rate/$100 Levied 
 Assessed Value for
 Tax Purposes
CLASS I
Personal Property $ 0 4.49 0
Public Utility                                               0  - 0
Total Class I                                               0  - 0

CLASS II
Real Estate  38,976,750 8.98 35,001
Personal Property 466,066 -  419
Total Class II 39,442,816 - 35,420

CLASS IV                                       
Real Estate 26,598,720 17.96 47,771
Personal Property                       20,782,401 - 37,325
Public Utility                                  3,528,558 - 6,337
Total Class IV                             50,909,679  -  91,433    

Total Value & Projected
Revenue  90,352,495 - 126,853  

Less Delinquencies, Exonerations & Uncollectible Taxes 5% 6,343
Less Tax Discounts 
(use Total Projected Revenue to calculate)  2% 2,410

Net Amount to be Raised By Levy of Budget Purposes  118,100

 
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

COUNTY OF GRANT
MUNICIPALITY OF PETERSBURG

I, SARAH J. MOOMAU, Recording Offi cer of said municipality, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing are true copies from the record of the orders made and 

entered by the council of the said municipality on the 11th day of March, 2024.
Sarah J. Moomau, Recorder

3/19-3/26 ________________________________________________________

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
MUNICIPALITY OF BAYARD, WEST VIRGINIA

In accordance with Code §11-8-14, as amended, the Council proceeded to 
make an estimate of the amounts necessary to be raised by a levy of taxes for 
the current fi scal year, and does determine and estimate the several amounts to 
be as follows.

The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from ev-
ery source during the fi scal year INCLUDING THE LEVY OF TAXES, is as follows:
REVENUE SOURCE  
Restricted Fund Balance   $  2,585
Committed Fund Balance   7,681
Unassigned Fund Balance   34,449
Property Taxes - Current Expense   18,097
Gas & Oil Severance Tax   1,000
Business and Occupation Tax   16,000
Animal Control Tax   100
Licenses   80
Building Permit Fees   40
Franchise Fees   1,800
IRP Fees (Interstate Registration Plan)   3,300
Rents, Royalties, and Concessions   4,500
Gaming Income   7,000
Interest Earned on Investments   1
Video Lottery (LVL)   250
Miscellaneous Revenues   80
   
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE (GENERAL FUND)   $ 96,963 
    
COAL SEVERANCE TAX FUND  
REVENUE SOURCE
Assigned Fund Balance   $ 1,256
Coal Severance Tax   750
Interest Earned on Investment   -
Reimbursements    -
Refunds    -
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE (COAL SEVERANCE FUND)  $ 2,006

ESTIMATED CURRENT EXPENDITURES  General Fund Coal Severance
   Fund
Federal Grants  $ 2,585 -
City Attorney   2,000 -
City Auditor  2,400 -
Personnel Offi ce  24,521 - 
Custodial  200 -
Regional Development Authority  1,000 -
City Hall  26,883 2,006
Police Department  2,000 -
Flood Control/Soil Conservation  10,000 -
Streets and Highways  2,500 -
Street Lights  7,200 - 
Snow Removal  10,724 -
Parks & Recreation  4,00 - 
Cemeteries  950 -
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES  $96,963 $2,006

MUNICIPALITY OF BAYARD, WEST VIRGINIA
Regular Current Expense Levy

FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

                                     Certifi cate of   Levy Taxes
                                        Valuation Rate/$100  Levied
                                Assessed Value for
                                    Tax Purposes

CLASS I
Personal Property $0 12.50 0  
Public Utility 0 - 0 
Total Class I  0 - 0

CLASS II
Real Estate 2,037,180 25.00 5,093
Personal Property 24,516 -  61
Total Class II 2,061,696 - 5,154

CLASS IV                                       
Real Estate 660,710 50.00 3,304
Personal Property 1,592,557  - 7,963
Public Utility 788,668 - 3,943
Total Class IV 3,041,935 - 15,210    

Total Value & Projected
Revenue  5,103,631 - 20,364  

Less Delinquencies, Exonerations & Uncollectible Taxes 7% 1,425
Less Tax Discounts 
(use Total Projected Revenue to calculate)  2.50% 473
Less Allowance for Tax Increment Financing
(if Applicable)                                                   - 0

Total Projected Property Tax Collection   18,466

Less Assessor Valuation Fund  2% 369
(Subtracted from regular current expense taxes levied only)

Net Amount to be Raised By Levy of Property Taxes  18,907

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF GRANT

MUNICIPALITY OF BAYARD
I, GLENNA J. DURST, Recording Offi cer of said municipality, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing are true copies from the record of the orders made and 
entered by the council of the said municipality on the 13th day of March, 2024.

Glenna J. Durst, City Clerk
3/19-3/26 ______________________________________________________

MUNICIPALITY OF BAYARD, WEST VIRGINIA 
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

LEVY ESTIMATE - BUDGET DOCUMENT

MUNICIPALITY OF PETERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025

LEVY ESTIMATE - BUDGET DOCUMENT

BID PROPOSAL FOR HARVESTING HAY
The Grant County Commission is accepting separate 

bids for the 2024 hay growing season for the following:
1. Approximately 17 acres at the Grant County Dog 

Pound
2. Approximately 30 acres at the Grant County Airport
Interested individuals may bid on one or both areas. 

The bid due date is Friday, April 12, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
Sealed bids shall be mailed to Grant County Commission, 
5 Highland Avenue, Petersburg WV 26847 and to the atten-
tion of Michelle Sites in the Grant County Administrator’s 
Offi ce. The sealed bid envelope should be marked “HAY 
BID FOR GRANT COUNTY DOG POUND” or “HAY BID 
FOR GRANT COUNTY AIRPORT” along with the name of 
the person submitting the bid. The Grant County Commis-
sion reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
3/26-4/2_______________ ________________________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a 
complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virgin-
ia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person object-
ing to the qualifi cations of the personal representative or the 
venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written notice of 
an objection with the County Commission through the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above within 60 
days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 30 days 
of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in fi ling claims against an estate must fi le 
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, May 18, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  NICHOLAS ROBERT ARNOLD
ADMINISTRATRIX: KYLA N. ARNOLD
 540 BLUEBIRD TRAIL
 WINCHESTER, VA 22602-3523

ESTATE NAME:  JOHNNY M. SITES
ADMINISTRATOR 
CTA: CHRISTOPHER L. SITES SR.
 72 CARLA DRIVE
 MOOREFIELD, WV 26836-1096

ESTATE NAME:  WAYNE L. KIMBLE
EXECUTRIX: DINA SMITH
 P.O. BOX 572
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-0572

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
15th day of March, 2024 

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

3/19-3/26 ______________________________________
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  

TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a 
complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virgin-
ia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person object-
ing to the qualifi cations of the personal representative or the 
venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written notice of 
an objection with the County Commission through the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above within 60 
days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 30 days 
of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in fi ling claims against an estate must fi le 
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, May 25, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  ALFREDA L KESNER
SUCCESSOR:  JANICE M CLARK
 350 PERRY LANE
 UPPER TRACT WV 26866-7617

ESTATE NAME:  WILLIAM E KITZMILLER
EXECUTRIX: DOROTHY M KITZMILLER
 PO BOX 134
 BAYARD WV 26707

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
22nd day of March, 2024 

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

3/26-4/2 _______________________________________ 

LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through the
Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi cation is waived) being received 
at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until May 07, 2024 at 10:00
AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions
of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
009 2023990067 S399-081/00 0 00 HSIP-0081(047)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    2024 RPM
    STATEWIDE
    COUNTY: STATEWIDE

DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING
GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid
Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is
required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal
Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the
date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of 
renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and public-
ly opened will be available on www.bidx.com. The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby
notifi es all bidders that it will affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award. 
3/26-4/2 ________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Join Us for Worship
 Lahmansville 

 United Methodist
 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Patterson 
 Creek Road, Lahmansville; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m.; worship every first 
 and third Sunday at 11 a.m.

 Landmark Holiness 
 Tabernacle

 Pastor Wendell L. Everett; Pat-
 terson Creek Road, Arthur; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday 
 evening service 6 p.m., 
 Wednesday service 7 p.m. 

 Lighthouse 
 Community Church

 Rt. 42 south, Maysville; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., evening worship 
 6:30 p.m.

 Living Hope 
 Baptist Church

 Pastor Matt Smith; 1011 North Fork 
 Highway, Petersburg. Sunday 
 school 9:30 -10:30 a.m., worship 
 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible study 
 6:30 p.m.

 Locust Grove Church
 Pastor Kevin Staggs; Bismarck Rd. 
 off Rt. 93/50, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m.

 Love Christian Assembly
 Pastor Justin Murray; 3 miles 
 north of Petersburg on Rt. 220; 
 Sunday worship 10 a.m., kids 
 church 10 a.m.

 Main Street United 
 Methodist

 Pastor Cheryl George; 102 North 
 Main St., Petersburg. Services at 
 11 a.m. on YouTube, Facebook or 
 in person (when available).

 Maysville 
 Bible Brethren

 Pastor Lynn Durbin; Rt. 42 south, 
 Maysville; Sunday school 9:45 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Sunday 
 evening 6 p.m., Wed. Bible study 
 and prayer meeting 6:30 p.m.

 Maysville United 
 Methodist

 Rev. Joseph Gerstell; Rt. 42/ 
 Cemetery Rd., Maysville; Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m.; Sunday school 11 
 a.m.; Bible study Tues., 7 p.m.

 Memorial Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Shawn Champ; Highland 
 Ave., Petersburg; Sunday school 
 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m.

 Mount Carmel 
 Church

 Dreama Kelly, Minister; Patterson 
 Creek Rd., Arthur; Sunday 
 worship 8:45 a.m., Sunday school 
 9:45 a.m.

 Mount Hebron 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Ridge Rd., 
 Petersburg; worship every Sunday 
 at 10 a.m., Sunday school 11 a.m. 

 Mount Storm 
 Presbyterian 

 Rt. 50 east, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 10 
 a.m.

 Mount Storm 
 United Methodist

 Rt. 50 east, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 school 9 a.m., Sunday worship 10 
 a.m.

 North Fork 
 Mennonite

 David Miller, Pastor; Sunrise 
 Drive, 2/10 mile on right, 
 Petersburg. Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., fourth 
 Sunday evening 6 p.m., prayer 
 meeting and Bible study first & 
 third  Wednesday at 7 p.m.

 North Mill Creek 
 Baptist Church

 North Mill Creek Rd., Dorcas; 

 Sunday school 9:30 a.m., worship 

 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 

 p.m.

 Oakdale Christian 
 Church

 Pastor Lynn Rohrbaugh, Rig Road, 

 Rig; Sunday school 10 a.m., 

 worship 11 a.m. p.m., Wednesday 

 prayer and Bible study 7 p.m.

 Oak Dale Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Randy Cosner; Rt. 93, 

 Scherr; Sunday worship 9:45 a.m., 

 Sunday school 11 a.m.

 Otterbein 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Jordan Run 

 Rd. & Rt. 42, Maysville; Worship 

 every Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday 

 school 10 a.m. 

 Petersburg 
 Church of God

 Pastors Stephen & Yvette Noel; 

 Myrtle Ave., Petersburg; Sunday 

 school 9:30 a.m., morning worship 

 and Kid’s Zone 10:30 a.m.,  

 Wednesday FTH 7 p.m.

 Petersburg 
 Presbyterian Church

 Rev. Kevin Channell; North Main 

 St., Petersburg; Sunday worship 11 

 a.m.

 Potomac Valley 
 Baptist Church 

 Pastor Ted Anderson; Rt. 42 south, 

 Maysville; Sunday school 10 a.m., 

 worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 

 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

 Rig Assembly of God 
 Pastor Bradley Taylor; Rig Road; 

 Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday 

 evening 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 

 and Bible study 6:30 p.m.

 Riverside Church
 Pastor Tommy George; Rts. 28/55, 

 Dolly Town Road, Cabins; Sunday 

 school 10:30 a.m., evening service 

 6:30 p.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 Rough Run Church 
 Pastor Randy Mongold; South Mill 

 Creek Rd., Dorcas. Sunday school 

 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 

 Wednesday prayer meeting / Bible 

 study 7 p.m.

 South Branch 
 Baptist Church

 Pastor Matt Perrine; 496 Veterans 

 Lane, Petersburg. Sunday services 

 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday 

 prayer and Bible study 7 p.m.

 South Mill Creek 
 Church of the Brethren

 Pastor Bill Johnson; South Mill 

 Creek Road near Mozer; Sunday 

 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. 

 first four Sundays.

 Spirit of Life Church
 Pastor Brian Hipp; Rt. 28/55 west, 

 Petersburg; Sunday worship 11 

 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m., 

 Wednesday 6 p.m.

 St. John’s 
 United Methodist 

 Pastor David Webb; Rt. 220 south, 

 Petersburg; Sunday school first and 

 third Sundays 11 a.m., second, 

 fourth and fifth Sundays 10 a.m. 

 Worship first and third Sundays 10 

 a.m. & second Sunday 11:15 a.m.

 St. Mary’s Catholic 
 Church

 Fr. Dan Pisano; Grant St., Peters-

 burg; Sunday mass 10 a.m. Daily 

 mass Wednesday at noon.

 St. Paul United 
 Methodist

 Pastor Cheryl George; Patterson 

 Creek Rd., Lahmansville; worship 

 9:30 a.m. every Sunday.

 CLINE’S 
 APPLIANCES & FURNITURE
 17 S. Main, Petersburg 

 304-257-1033 
 GE & Maytag, Home 

 Furnishings

 BASAGIC 
 FUNERAL HOME

 Junction Rts. 42 & 28
 Petersburg  

 304-257-1511

 POTOMAC VALLEY 
 TRANSIT AUTHORITY

 185 Providence Lane 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1414

 JUDY’S DRUG 
 STORE

 24 North Main Street 
 Petersburg

 304-257-1044

 GOLDEN LANES
 Bowling, Leagues, 

 Snack Bar, Pool, Games
 Potomac Ave., 

 Petersburg  
 304-257-1770

 MARTIN’S 
 ELECTRIC

 423 Virginia Avenue 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1707

 MIKE’S AUTO SALES
 Keyser Ave., Petersburg

 304-257-2300 
 Mike VanMeter, owner 

 Great Selection of 
 Vehicles 

 HARTMAN’S 
 GAS & GO SUNOCO

 428 Keyser Avenue
 Petersburg

 304-257-9300

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 304-257-2580

 We take the “dents”
  out of accidents!

 GRANT COUNTY 
 PRESS

 South Main, Petersburg
 304-257-1844

 grantcountypress.com
 Advertising & Printing

 PEDDLER’S 
 CROSSING

 122 South Main St.
 Petersburg  

 304-257-9282

 PULMONARY 
 ASSOCIATES

 Home Medical Equipment
 Keyser Ave., 
 Petersburg  

 304-257-9758

 PETERSBURG 
 ELECTRONICS 
 R ADIO SH ACK
 131 Keyser Ave., 

 Petersburg 
 304-257-4577

 DETTINBURN 
 TRANSPORT
 Route 55 West 

 Petersburg    
 304-257-1111

 SCHAEFFER 
 FUNERAL HOME
 11 North Main St., 

 Petersburg 
 304-257-4040

 KIMBLE 
 CONSTRUCTION

 Petersburg
 304-257-1356  

 Dale Kimble, Owner    
 WV#001647

 MID ATLANTIC 
 GROUP

 Insurance
 6 Mt. View St., 

 Petersburg    
 304-257-4616

 FREEDOM AG 
 & ENERGY

 Feed, Seed, Fertilizer, LP Gas

 15 Potomac Ave., 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1771 

 COUNTRY CARS 
 & TRUCKS

 Cars, Trucks, SUVs
 408 Keyser Ave., 

 Petersburg
 304-257-4114

 WEAVER’S MARKET
 Discount Groceries,

 Bulk Food, Deli
 Route 42 North, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-4995

 Page 6B     GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, West Virginia     March 26, 2024    

 PETERSBURG 
 BLOCKS, INC.
 Keyser Avenue, 

 Petersburg  
 304-257-4848

 HUFFMAN LOGGING
 3 miles south of 

 Petersburg 
 on Route 220     
 304-257-4105

 If there are changes to 

 any church listing, 

 call 304-257-1844 or email 

 news@grantcountypress.com

 Cornerstone Family 
 Fellowship

 Pastor “PJ” Landis; 1 mile north of 
 Petersburg on Rt. 42. Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m.  

 Crossroads 
 Community Church

 Pastor Charles Lomasney; 8013 
 Lunice Creek Hwy/Rt. 42 S., 
 Maysville. Sunday worship 10 a.m.

 Davis Baptist Church
 Rev. Paul Donaldson; Jordan Run 
 Rd., Maysville; worship first and 
 third Sundays 6 p.m.

 Dorcas Baptist Church
 Pastor Steve Davis, South Mill 
 Creek Rd., Dorcas; Sunday 
 worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 10 
 a.m.; Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Elkhorn Chapel
 Pastor Glenn A. Vance Jr.; 
 Elkhorn Road, Dorcas. Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m., Thursday Bible 
 study 6:30 p.m.

 Emoryville 
 United Methodist

 Hartmansville Rd; Sunday school 
 10:30 a.m., worship 11:15 a.m.

 Faith Assembly of God
 Pastors Mark and Debbie Nicol; 
 Rts. 28/55, Petersburg; Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study 6:30 p.m.

 Falls Assembly of God
 Pastor Matthew Noe; 5 miles off 
 Rt. 42 on Knobley Road; Sunday 
 morning 10 a.m., evening wor-
 ship 6:30 p.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 First Baptist Church
 Lead Pastor Shannon Earle, 
 Associate Pastor Frank Ketter-
 man. Virginia Ave., Petersburg. 
 Sunday school 9 a.m., worship 10 
 a.m., Sunday youth 6 p.m., 
 Wednesday senior youth 6 p.m. 
 and Bible study 6:30 p.m. 
 Saturday men’s Bible study 7 a.m. 
 and Bible study 6:30 p.m.

 Gordon Chapel 
 United Methodist 

 Pastor Dave Webb; off Rt. 220, 
 Landes; Sunday school first & 
 third Sundays 10 a.m., other  
 Sundays 9:30 a.m.; worship first & 
 third Sundays 9 a.m.

 Grace Lutheran Church
 5 Pine St., Petersburg; Sunday 
 school 9:30 a.m., worship 10:30 
 a.m.

 Grove Street 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Robert Baer Jr.; Grove St., 
 Petersburg; Sunday worship 9:30 
 a.m. (available on Zoom, link is at 
 www.grovestreetumc.org), Sun-
 day school 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
 prayer and share 6 p.m.

 Hedrick Chapel 
 Church

 South Mill Creek Rd., Rough Run; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m. and 
 worship 11 a.m.

 Harmony Baptist 
 Church

 Pastor Gary Crislip; 713 Country  
 Road, Maysville; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Wed-
 nesday Bible study 7:30 p.m.

 Hillside Chapel
 One mile south of Petersburg on 
 Rt. 220;  Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m., Wednesday, 7 
 p.m.

 Jordan Run Union 
 Church

 Pastor Rick Bergdoll; Jordan Run 
 Rd., Maysville; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

 Knobley Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Roger Leatherman; 8 mi. 
 south of Rt. 50 on Knobley Rd.; 
 Sunday school 9:30 a.m., worship 
 10:30 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Antioch Church of God
 Rev. Johnny Goldizen; 12 miles on 
 Knobley Rd. from Maysville; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., worship 11 
 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m., 
 Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Bayard Church of God
 Pastor Joey Thomas; Spruce  St., 
 Bayard; Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
 6:30 p.m., Wednesday family 
 training hour, 7 p.m.

 Bayard United Methodist
 Rt. 90, Bayard; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11:15 a.m., Tuesday 
 Bible study 7 p.m.

 Believers Mennonite 
 Fellowship

 Pastor Robert Weaver; Marvins 
 Chapel, Fish Hatchery Rd. Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
 Wed. prayer and Bible study 7:30 
 p.m. Fourth Sunday 7 p.m., third 
 Wed. service at Grant Rehab and 
 Care Center 6:15 p.m.

 Bethel Church 
 Pastor Brian Henson; Rt. 220 south 
 of Petersburg. Sunday morning 
 worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday school 
 11 a.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 Bethel Pentecostal 
 Church

 Three miles south of Petersburg on 
 Rt. 220; Sunday school 10:30 a.m., 
 worship 6:30 p.m. and Thursday 
 worship 7:30 p.m.

 Brake Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Craig A. Howard; North Mill 
 Creek Rd. at the twin bridges, 
 Dorcas; Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
 worship & children’s church 10:30 
 a.m. Live streamed on Facebook at 
 Brake Covenant Brethren Church. 
 Tuesday Zoom Bible study, senior 
 and junior youth. Morning 
 devotions Monday - Friday on 
 Facebook.  www.brakecbc.com

 Brick Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Randy Cosner; Rt. 42 north, 
 Maysville; Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m. Tuesday family 
 night at 6:30 p.m. 

 Brushy Run 
 Church of God

 Pastor Phillip Marcum; U.S. Rt. 220 
 15 miles south of Petersburg; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., worship 11 
 a.m. and 7 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study and prayer meeting 7 p.m.

 Cabins Assembly of God
 Rev. Coleman Clark, Rts. 28/55, 
 Cabins; Sunday school 10:30 a.m., 
 worship 6  p.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study 7 p.m.

 Calvary Temple
 Pastors Eric & Gloria Georg, Rt. 50 
 west, Mt. Storm, Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m.and 7 p.m., 
 Monday choir practice 7 p.m., 
 Wednesday service 7 p.m.

 The Church of Jesus Christ 
 of Latter-day Saints

 Bishop James D. Kimble; Valley 
 View St., Petersburg; sacrament 
 meeting 9-10 a.m.; children’s 
 primary 10:10-11 a.m.; Sunday 
 school 1st and 3rd Sundays; 
 priesthood quorums and relief 
 society 2nd and 4th Sundays; 5th 
 Sundays - combined meetings.

 Church of the 
 Lord Jesus Christ

 Pastor Calvin Redman; 1 Hyre 
 Ave., Petersburg; Sunday worship 
 10 a.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m.

 Corner 
 United Methodist

 Rev. Joseph Gerstell; Rts. 28/55, 
 Cabins; Sunday school 10 a.m. 
 Worship at 11:15 a.m. Bible study 
 Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

 THE PROMISE OF EASTER

 CHARLES GOLDIZEN 
 ELECTRIC INC .

 5734 Franklin Pike
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-1059
 Water Pump, Furnace Repair Service

 It is no coincidence that the 
 celebration of Easter takes place 
 each year in early spring, 
 commemorating the resurrection of 
 our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 For Easter is a celebration of 
 rebirth, and what better time to 
 celebrate this than when the earth 
 is springing back into life. 

 The new life of spring reminds us 
 that this world is eternally 
 productive and creative. The 
 apparent lifelessness of winter is 
 only an illusion. Sleeping just 
 beneath the surface, is life and more 
 life, awaiting God’s gentle touch to 
 reawaken it. 

 In the same way, Easter reminds 
 us that the death of our bodies is an 
 illusion. Beneath it is life and more 
 life. The Bible tells us that God so 
 loved the world the He gave us His 
 one and only Son, that whoever 
 believes in Him shall not perish but 
 have eternal life. We will one day 
 shed our bodies, as the trees shed 
 their leaves and we will be reborn 
 into life everlasting.

 And I give them eternal life, and 
 they shall never perish neither 

 shall anyone snatch them out of 
 My hand.

 New K.J.V. John 10:28.

 PETERSBURG
 SHOP N SAVE 
 304-257-2988

 442 Virginia Avenue

 PLACE YOUR 
 AD ON THIS PAGE 

 Support a 
 Local House of 

 Worship

 PLACE YOUR 
 AD ON THIS PAGE 

 Support a 
 Local House of 

 Worship



DEAR PAWS: My little 
dog Barnsey is quite a barker 
for a terrier, but for the past 
several days his bark has 
been very hoarse. He some-
times snorts or sneezes, too. 

I make sure he has plenty of 
water, but I’m not sure what 
else to do. It doesn’t seem to 
be getting better.   -- Faye H. 

Hartford, Connecticut
DEAR FAYE: This is a 

perfect time to take Barnsey 
to the vet. Chronic hoarse-
ness when barking can have 
several different causes, and 
the veterinarian can better 
evaluate him to see what’s 
happening.

I’ll go over some of the 
reasons for a barker sudden-
ly getting hoarse. Laryngitis 
is a common diagnosis, but 
it’s important to fi gure out 
the cause. 

A bacterial or viral in-
fection may be the culprit, 
or gastroesophageal refl ux 
(where stomach acid fl ows 
up into the esophageal tract, 
causing irritation and infl am-
mation).  

Less common causes are 
masses or tumors growing 
on or near the dog’s larynx, 
or other conditions affect-
ing the larynx. These may 
require surgery, and the vet 
will discuss this option with 
you.

The vet will evaluate 
Barnsey to see if he has an 
infection, acid refl ux, or if 
the hoarse barking has an-

other cause. They’ll then be 
able to recommend an effec-
tive treatment. 

For example, a bacteri-
al infection would likely be 
treated with antibiotics. A 
viral infection has to run its 
course, but Barnsey would 
be treated with medications 
to make him comfortable 
and reduce infl ammation. 

If acid refl ux is the sus-
pected culprit, the vet may 
recommend changes to his 
feeding schedule and the 
amount of food at each meal. 
You can also try different va-
rieties of dog food. 
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FUN &
PUZZLES

ASCENSION
ASHES

BASKET
BREAD
BUNNY
CHICK

CHOCOLATE
CROSS

CRUCIFIXION
DECORATE

DYE
EASTER

EGGS
FAITH

FLOWERS
GARDEN

GATHERING
HUNT
JESUS
LAMB
LENT

MAUNDY
MIRACLE
PAINTED

PALM
PASCHAL
PASSION

PENTECOST
REBIRTH

RESURRECTION
SHROVE
SUNDAY
SUPPER

SURPRISE
TOMB
WINE

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

A Scratchy
Bark?

What do you get when you 
pour hot water into a rabbit 

hole? Hot cross bunnies.
Z Z Z Z Z 

What kind of stories does 
the Easter Bunny like 
best? The ones with 

hoppy endings
Z Z Z Z Z 

How does the Easter Bun-
ny keep his fur in place? 

With hare spray.
Z Z Z Z Z 

Why shouldn’t you tell 
an Easter egg a joke? 

It might crack up!
Z Z Z Z Z 

What do you call a line 
of rabbits jumping 

backwards? 
A receding hare-line

DAD JOKES
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 Be part of our Business 
 Spotlight! Call Tara at 
 304-257-1844 or email 

 ads@grantcountypress.com

 LOOKING FOR A 
 GREAT 

 ADVERTISING DEAL?

 CENTRAL TIE & 
 LUM BER COM PANY

 Carpet, Vinyl &  Ceramic Wall and Floor Tile
 TOOL RENTAL  • Sporting Goods, Lawn & Garden, 
 Lumber, Electrical, Hardward, Housewares & More

 HOURS: 7-6 Monday to Friday 
 8-3 Saturday  FREE DELIVERY

 Petersburg 304-257-1313     Moorefield 304-530-5566

 Serving the Area Since 1919

 www.pilgrims.com

 Petersburg, WV

 Serving the people of the Potomac Valley 

 www.grantmemorial.com
 304-257-1026

 We Take Dents Out of 
 Your Car Without Making 
 a Dent in Your Wallet!

 304-257-4660

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 Insurance Work Welcome

 YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC .
 YOKUM’S PAINT &  YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC . BODY WORKS,  INC .

 Don’t cuss - 

 call us!

 436 KEYSER AVE. (ON THE HILL) PETERSBURG

 304-257-4577
 UPS and FedEx 

 Shipping & more!

 LG HDTVs
 Hunting & 

 Fishing
 Supplies

 Over 90 Styles 

 of Boots!

 HOTT INSURANCE 
 & FINANCIAL 

 SERVICES LLC

 John Paul Hott II, Owner

 hottinsurance.com

 Auto  •  Home  •  Business  •  Life Erie
 Insurance ®

 207 N. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-4494

 444 N. Main St.
 Franklin, WV
 304-358-3777

 568 S. Mineral
 Keyser, WV

 304-788-9333

 Romney

 304-822-3564
 96 E. Main Street

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 
 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Independent Insurance Agent 
 Serving the Area Since 1946!

 Need insurance?
 Want to review your 
 current coverage?

 Have your premiums 
 gone up?

 Call us for a free, no 
 obligation quote.

 Petersburg

 304-257-0700
 2 Alt Avenue

 Y our full-service 
   collision center!

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Matt & Cary Ours, Owners
 Pick-up and Delivery of your vehicle

 304-257-2580

 Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV
 M-F 8 a.m to 5 p.m.

 Horse & Livestock | Farm Supplies | Propane
 Lawn & Garden | Home Goods

 Pets & Small Animals
 Potomac Ave., Petersburg       304-257-1771

 304-257-1707
 Petersbur g, WV

 WV Licensed WV061023

 BUILDERS   CENTER
 You make the call ... 

 we make the haul!
 Rt. 42, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-2100  OPTIONAL BOOM 

 TRUCK SERVICE

 www.wvbuilders.com

 1.5 mi. north on Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV

 304-257-2580

 Call Us Straight Down 
 the Middle!

 Towing & Auto 
 Services

 Serving the 
 community 

 for over 
 50 years!

 24 North Main Street 
 Petersburg, WV
 304-257-1044 judysdrugstore.com
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