
        The 
62nd annual 
United States 
Senate Youth 
Program 
(USSYP) is 
a nationwide 
effort that, 
following 
a rigorous selection process, 
chooses two high school stu-
dents from every state to spend 
a week in Washington D.C., 
experiencing fi rst-hand their na-
tional government in action. 

According to the USSYP 
website, while at the capital, 
student delegates will hear ma-

jor policy addresses by senators, 
cabinet members, offi cials from 
the Departments of State and 
Defense and directors of other 
federal agencies, as well as po-
tentially participate in meetings 
with the president and a justice 
of the U.S. Supreme Court.

And this year, one of West 
Virginia’s representatives will 
be coming right here from Grant 
County. 

Petersburg High School se-
nior Bryson Riggleman was 
one of only two West Virginia 
students selected to partici-
pate in the program - an honor 
that also comes with a $10,000 

scholarship provided by the The 
Hearst Foundations.. The se-
lection process for USSYP is a 
lengthy one, with judges basing 
their selections on demonstrated 
leadership skills through roles 
in student government, educa-
tion, public affairs or communi-
ty service.

Riggleman fi rst heard about 
the program through a friend 
and while he was immediately 
interested, he knew the program 
was highly competitive. 

“Before I was even able to 
apply I had to fi ll out a pre-qual-
ifying questionnaire to see if I 
even qualifi ed to submit a full 

application,” Riggleman ex-
plained. “There was that mo-
ment in time when I didn’t 
even know if I would qualify, 
so during that time I was a little 
in the dark about if I would be 
able to move forward. But then 
Ms. Grago [the PHS counselor] 
came to me and asked if I would 
be interested and she helped 
narrow down what we had to get 
started for me to apply.”

From there, Riggleman com-
pleted and submitted his quali-
fying paperwork and was quick-

 Tuesday, December 26, 2023
Issue 52 • Two sections • 14 pages
USPS 226480 • Petersburg, WV

$1 (93¢ + 7¢ tax)

What is 
your 
favorite
holiday 
tradition that 
you and your 
family 
enjoy?

Local Flavor                           2A
Opinion pages                  4A-5A
Obituary                                 6A
Sports                                   1B
Classifi eds/Legals                 3B

Index

Obituaries
Laura Hunt
Ashley Kimble
Betty Mallow

See Riggleman, page 7A

Proudly Serving Grant County for 127 Years

The Grant County Health 
Department now has the fol-
lowing immunizations. Call 
304-257-4922 for an appoint-
ment. 

PHS student selected to 
represent state at U.S. Capital

County 
hears 
updated 
timeline 
for internet 
projects

Lots of basketball games 
this week, both high school and 
middle school, and wrestling. 
See the PHS calendar of events 
on Page 3A. 

Wreaths Across America 
event at Maple Hill Cemetery. 
See Page 6B.

Dolly Sods road closing Jan-
uary 2. See page 5A.

Hunters ... there’s still time 
to get your deer! See Page 2B.

Hawse Health Covid Boost-
er Campaign registration. See 
Page 8A.

According to a report by the 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire Com-
pany (PVFC), a three vehicle 
accident that occurred last week 
along North Fork Highway re-
quired a medical evacuation.

The incident occurred in 
the early afternoon of Dec. 20, 
when emergency responders 
with the PVFC, Grant Coun-
ty Ambulance and the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Department 
were dispatched for a three ve-
hicle accident in the North Fork 

Highway area with reports that 
some of the vehicles involved 
had gone over an embankment.

The PVFC dispatched Res-
cue Engine 400, with deputy 
chief H. Whetzel assuming 
command of the scene for the 
department. 

Once on scene, it was quick-
ly confi rmed that two of the ve-
hicles involved in the incident 
had gone over an embankment 
with one patient still inside the 
vehicle. 

The patient was removed 
from the vehicle by EMS and 
fi re personnel. 

The patients were then trans-
ported by Grant County Ambu-
lance and a landing zone was 
established at Grant Memorial 
Hospital with Healthnet 6.

The patients were then trans-
ported by air for treatment. At 
this time, further information 
on the accident and those in-
volved is unavailable. 

Inside this week’s 
edition of the Press  

See Internet, page 7A

Mernie and Barbara VanMeter helped to light 
up the Christmas holiday for those traveling 
along Patterson Creek Road this season with 
a shining display of lights. For more Christ-
mas scenes from around the county, see page 
1B.                                                        press photos

Three vehicle accident requires 
medivac after patient is removed 
from vehicle over embankment

Over the past two years the 
county has begun approximate-
ly $8 million in broadband proj-
ects. Of this $8 million, around 
$1.8 million have been county 
funds (primarily from funds re-
ceived from the American Res-
cue Plan) and approximately $5 
million have been state grant 
funds that have been awarded 
to the county by the state. The 
remaining $1.2 million is funds 
put forth by private internet 
service providers, such as Har-
dyNet, Shentel and Micrologic, 
for the projects their companies 
will be overseeing. 

Included in these projects are 
over 110 miles of new fi ber that 
will provide high speed internet 
to more than 1,300 addresses. 

“The Shentel project is in 
the Mount Storm area and 
they have another on Sunrise 
Drive,” explained Jeffrey Hart-
ley of Thrasher Engineering. 
“Micrologic has a project that 
comes down the Corridor and 
goes down near Maysville and 
through Cabins, and Hardynet 
has a project near South Mill 
Creek.”

Hartley explained that the 
fi rst project that was awarded 

Making the 
season bright

Upcoming event - Grant 
County “Strive to Thrive” 
Family Support Center will be 
hosting a hot coco and cookies 
event on Dec. 30 from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Welton Park.
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Local Flavor

NEW YEAR’S 
SAUSAGE AND 
SAUERKRAUT

6 medium red potatoes, 
cubed

2 tablespoons canola oil
1 small onion, halved 

and sliced
1 pound smoked 

sausage, cut into 1/4-
inch pieces

1 package (16 ounces) 
sauerkraut, rinsed 
and well drained

1/4 teaspoon pepper
In a large skillet, sau-

te the potatoes in oil un-
til lightly browned, 5-6 
minutes. 

Stir in onion; saute 
until tender, 3-4 min-
utes. Add the sausage, 
sauerkraut and pepper. 

Cook uncovered, over 
medium heat until heat-
ed through, 4-5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

Makes 4 servings.
NoteS: To remove 

some of its powerful fl a-
vor, rise sauerkraut be-
fore cooking.

Plain sauerkraut can 
be jazzed up with Gran-
ny Smith apples, sweet 
onions, caraway seeds or 
ground coriander.

ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES 
ON PAGE 5B

HOURS:  Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. but 
closed from 12 - 12:30 p.m. 

 Phone: 304-257-4922 
9, 16, 23 & 30 Immunization Clinics: By appoint-

ment only on Tuesday afternoons.
By Appt. Only Vaccines, blood pressure screenings 

and family planning supplies. New pa-
tients, please bring your immunization 
records. All patients need to bring all in-
surance card information with them on 
every visit. Free or minimal charge for 
vaccines and family planning supplies. 

 • PCV20/Prevnar vaccine available for 
60 and lder or physician order.

 • RSV vaccine available for 60 and old-
er, and pregnant 32-36 weeks who are 
insured.

 • Flu and Covid vaccines are still avail-
able.

 • Shingles/Shingrix vaccine available 
for uninsured adults 50 or older. 

Covid-19 For Covid-19 information, visit the 
website dhhr.wv.gov/covid-19. 

5 & 19 Women’s Health Clinics (Family 
Planning Program & BCCSP/Breast 

and Cervical Cancer Screening Pro-
gram) - Free or reduced rates on pap 
smears and breast exams with Alicia 
VanMeter, FNP-BC. 

By Appt. Only Confi dential testing and treatment for 
HIV and STDs/Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases.

CLOSED 1st - New Year’s Day 
 15th - Martin Luther King Day
CHANGE Food Handlers’ Training: Grant Coun-

ty Board of Health voted to accept any 
online ANSI Food Handler certifi ed 
courses or a WV state approved food 
handler’s card from other West Virgin-
ia counties. To access approved ANSI 
onine courses, search ANSI certifi ed 
food handler certifi cate. If you want 
your card to be used in any other county 
in West Virginia, make sure that the on-
line course has a WV STATEWIDE food 
handler’s card option. 

PATIENTS ARE TO BRING IN THEIR INSUR-
ANCE CARD(S) INFORMATION FOR ALL VISITS.

View www.grantcountyhealthdepartment.com for clean 
air regulations, food inspection reports, etc.

Grant County Health Dept. schedule for January

By Appt. Only

By Camille Howard
If you listen to or read 

the national news, you’ll 
be sure to come across “the 
next big national health cri-
sis.” It could be anything 
from chemicals, tainted 
food, another virus or hol-
iday stress.

In my opinion, many 
chronic health problems 
are caused by pants that are 
too tight. This is a direct re-
sult of someone being too 
tight with their money to 
buy new pants or the delu-
sion that they are the same 
size they were 15 years 
ago, which is closely relat-
ed to the “I’m going to lose 
10 pounds” syndrome.

Most of us have this 
number in our heads about 
what “size” we wear, and 
absolutely refuse to move 
up. This is why stretchy 
pants, joggers and sweat 
pants are so popular.

Tight pants can also be 
held responsible for the 
medical conditions of high 
blood pressure, stress, de-
pression, unhappy gut ail-
ments and more. I read it 
on the internet so it has to 
be true (cough, eye roll).

I’d like to hear what the 
CDC has to say about peo-
ple wearing clothing that is 
too small for them. Maybe 
something along the lines 
of restricting blood fl ow to 
the brain, causing a serious 
case of denial.

I have a magnet on 
my refrigerator that says 
“Not to brag or anything, 
but I can fi t into the same 
earrings I wore in high 
school!”

As time goes on we’ve 
changed our hairstyles, 

home decor, make and 
model of vehicle ... but we 
refuse to acknowledge that 
some things in our closet 
just don’t fi t anymore. 

The truth is, most of us 
don’t want to change 
our eat-
ing habits 
(guilty as 
charged). 

I re-
ceived a letter 
to the editor last 
week from a man in 
Connecticut who had an 
idea how to get meat on 
your table without hurt-
ing any cows and sig-
nifi cantly reducing green-
house-gas emissions (you 
decide what that means).

Here it is for your pe-
rusal:

“The upcoming federal 
farm bill should provide 
increased funding for cul-
tivated-meat research. For 
those who don’t know, cul-
tivated meat is grown from 
livestock cells, without 
slaughter. 

“It has the potential 
to dramatically limit our 
greenhouse-gas emissions, 
pandemic risk, and the 
suffering we infl ict on an-
imals.

“The government gives 
billions of dollars worth of 
subsidies to factory farms. 
We should redirect these 
funds toward the develop-
ment of a more environ-
mentally-friendly, healthy, 
and compassionate food 
system. 

“Our leaders should 
back this effort by includ-
ing further money for cel-
lular-agriculture research 
in the farm bill.”

Meat grown in a lab? 
How big of a facility would 
it take to grow the amount 
of beef consumed by Amer-
icans? In 2021 the amount 
consumed was 30 billion 
pounds. That doesn’t in-
clude chicken, pork, sea-
food and wild game.

What about the amount 
of energy used in the pro-

duction of 
cultivated 
meat? 

Is its 
p r o d u c -

tion more 
environ-
menta l ly 

friendly than the methane 
and “fertilizer” that herds 
of cows emit.

Somehow I can’t get 
excited about a big, juicy 
fake steak, if there is such a 
thing. I’ll have to say read-
ing that letter gave me a 
queasy feeling. 

In the meantime, it 
won’t hurt to work towards 
a more healthy 2024. Just 
think ... you could poten-

tially keep wearing the 
same size pants that you’ve 
been wearing, but in more 
comfort.  

You have one more 
holiday hurdle before you 
embark on the journey into 
healthy eating for 2024 — 
New Year’s.

Readers Digest says the 
following are the tradition-
al foods for good fortune 
in the New Year: Collard 
greens, black-eyed peas, 
cornbread, soba (Japanese 
noodle soup), grapes, pork,  
ring-shaped cake, fi sh, 
pomegranates, dumplings, 
mandarin oranges, sauer-
kraut, lentils, tamales and 
soft pretzels. I think you 
can fi nd the makings of a 
good meal among those 
lucky dishes.

 Best wishes for a happy 
New Year, and make this 
year’s resolution to clear 
out your closet!

P.S. To get your started, 
check out the Healthy Sat-
urday ad on this page. Re-
duced prices!
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Petersburg Interfaith Pantry receives 
surprised visit and donation

Anna Rexrode of Pe-
tersburg, was named to the 
fall semester dean’s list at 
Bridgewater College. 

She is a health and ex-
ercise science major at 
Bridgewater.

Rexrode was among ap-
proximately 550 students 
named to the dean’s list, 
which was announced by 
Provost and Executive Vice 
President Dr. Leona A. Se-

vick.
Students on the dean’s 

list have attained a 3.4 or 
better grade point average 
out of a possible 4.0.

Coeducational since its 
founding in 1880, Bridge-
water College is a private, 
four-year liberal arts col-
lege located in the Central 
Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia.

The Dorcas 4H Club 
met December 18, at the 
Dorcas Community Center 
for their club meeting and 
annual Christmas party.                                                

Members discussed fu-
ture club activities and their 
monthly club balance.

They had a science and 
health minute, made Christ-
mas cards and fruit baskets 
for the local nursing home 
residents and participated 
in a sneaky snowman ac-
tivity.  

After the meeting was 
adjourned everyone en-
joyed refreshments and 
gym time.

Meeting notes provided 
by club reporter, 

Daniel Moxon

Douglas Long presents a donation to Petersburg Interfaith Pantry workers who were working that day.

The Petersburg Inter-
faith Pantry received a call 
last week requesting infor-
mation on picking up some 
free food from them.

The caller also stated he 
wanted to give the pantry 
something and was told he 
didn’t have to given them 

anything, the food was free.
After making sure 

someone would be at the 
pantry’s Myrtle Avenue lo-
cation, the caller turned up.

What a surprise when 
food pantry workers wel-
comed in Douglas Long, 
general manager of the 

Winchester and Western 
Railroad Company, a divi-
sion of OmniTRAX.

OmniTRAX recent-
ly purchased the South 
Branch Valley Railroad, 
which serves industries 
Grant, Hardy and Hamp-
shire counties and also the 
Potomac Eagle excursion 
train.

Long presented a check 
to the food pantry for 
$6,000, a welcome gift 
during the busy holiday 
season.

A letter from Sergio Sa-
batini, president and CEO 
of OmniTRAX accompa-
nied the donation:

“On behalf of Omni-
TRAX, we are truly hon-
ored to make a contribu-
tion to your organization 
this holiday season. Om-
niTRAX and our affi liate 
railroads care about the lo-
cal communities we serve. 
We are proud to call these 
neighborhoods home and 
part of being a good neigh-
bor is lending a helping 

hand. As part of our Good 
Neighbor program, we 
would like to make a dona-
tion to help support the crit-
ical work your organizaton 
does each day ...

“We sincerely thank you 
for the essential work your 
organization provides the 
community each year. We 
are proud to add our sup-
port.”

The Petersburg Inter-
faith Pantry has seved fam-
ilies and individuals for 
many years and is run on a 
volunteer basis by churches 
in Grant County. 

If you would like to 
make a nonperishable food 
donation or monetary do-
nation, you may drop it off 
at the Grant County Press 
for weekly pickup by PIP.

The Grant Memorial Hospital Auxiliary helped spread 
Christmas cheer Dec. 14, by handing out candy canes 
to patients, visitors and employees entering the hospi-
tal. The auxiliary meets once a month to plan and co-
ordinate activities. If you are interested in joining the 
or want to know more about the GMH Auxiliary, reach 
out to Julie Kesner at 304-257-1026 ext. 5806.

Handing out some 
Christmas cheer

Dorcas 4-H 
Club report

Rexrode named to Bridgewater 
College fall dean’s list

Coordinators Donica Canoy and Ryan Colaw, with 
Communities In Schools, in collaboration with the 
Child Nutrition program provided Christmas food 
boxes to 46 local Grant County Schools families. Pil-
grim’s Prepared Plant donated boxes for the event.

CIS provides holiday 
food boxes for families
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Shared editorial 
DHHR re-organization 

accomplishes ... what, exactly?
The Herald-Dispatch - Huntington 

It’s close to impossible to kill a bureaucracy, and it’s 
almost as diffi cult to change one. Members of the West 
Virginia Legislature received a reminder of that fact this 
week when they heard about progress on how the state 
Department of Health and Human Resources is dividing 
into three separate agencies in accordance with a legisla-
tive mandate.

Maybe that should be phrased as how management of 
the DHHR is getting around that mandate.

As reported by HD Media’s Roger Adkins, the Legis-
lature mandated splitting the DHHR into three separate 
agencies — the Department of Health, the Department of 
Human Services and the Department of Health Facilities 
— after concerns over problems ranging from transparen-
cy and fi nancial management to longstanding issues with-
in the state’s child welfare system.

The Legislative Oversight Committee on Health and 
Human Resources Accountability on Monday heard a sta-
tus update on the agency’s division from interim DHHR 
Secretary Dr. Sherri Young. After the Jan. 1 split, Young 
will lead the Department of Health.

The plan to divide the DHHR includes creating the Of-
fi ce of Shared Administration to work with all three of the 
new departments. The offi ce will include the Offi ce of Fi-
nance, the Offi ce of Human Resources Management, the 
Offi ce of Constituents, the Offi ce of Communications, the 
Offi ce of Operations, the Offi ce of Information Services, 
and a Liaison to Boards and Commissions, each branching 
into the three new agencies in varying ways.

The DHHR’s administration could not be decentralized 
without putting each of the new departments at a disad-
vantage, Young told the committee.

Delegate Amy Summers, R-Taylor, asked, “So is it any 
different from what we currently do or is it exactly the 
same?”

Young replied, “It’s very similar.”
The split is less than three weeks away. It’s diffi cult to 

believe that no one in either the Legislature or the Gover-
nor’s Offi ce knew of this plan to counter the Legislature’s 
order to divide DHHR into three agencies.

The DHHR is the state’s largest agency. It has a $7.5 
billion budget and nearly 5,000 full-time employees. Its 
size makes it diffi cult to manage, and that has brought 
about scores of problems in providing the services it is 
supposed to provide to West Virginians. Dividing the 
agency was to allow managers to focus more on specifi c 
services. Sharing the services in the various high-level of-
fi ces defeats that purpose.

The legislative session begins Jan. 10. If this plan to 
divide the DHHR into three agencies with shared manage-
ment isn’t what the Legislature intended, then legislators 
need to step in and make their intentions clear. If their in-
tent was to do something that looked like taking action 
but, as Young said, end up with something nearly identical 
to what the state had before, then they will take no action.

What happens or doesn’t happen during the session 
will reveal how serious legislators and the governor are 
about solving DHHR’s longstanding problems.

Attorney general’s, auditor’s offi ces, partner to 
ensure opioid settlement money used accordingly

West Virginia Attorney 
General Patrick Morrisey 
is partnering with the state 
auditor’s offi ce to supple-
ment the AG offi ce’s efforts 
to make sure opioid settle-
ment money will be and is 
being used for its intended 
purposes as outlined in the 
West Virginia First Memo-
randum of Understanding.

The attorney general 
and auditor are sending 
letters to the state’s cities 
and counties to provide in-
formation and guidance to 
assist them as they begin to 
receive and plan to spend 
their share of the opioid 

settlement money.
“This is another layer in 

the checks and balances to 
make sure the money from 
settlements are used in the 
best possible way, to attack 
the opioid scourge head-
on,”  Morrisey said. 

“I am pleased to part-
ner with the state auditor’s 
offi ce to bring its proven 
track record of transparen-
cy, accountability, and ser-
vice to local governments 
to amplify the collabora-
tive effort between the at-
torney general’s offi ce and 
local governments around 
the state.”

 The MOU created the 
fi rst plan of action to ad-
dress the opioid crisis, and 
was the fi rst step toward 
healing the battered com-
munities in this state; it de-
tails the allocation method 
for any settlement funds or 
judgments received as a re-
sult of the various lawsuits 
against opioid manufactur-
ers, distributors and other 
parties in the pharmaceuti-
cal supply chain.

The newly-formed West 
Virginia First Foundation 
will receive 72.5% of all 
settlement and judgment 
dollars. Another 24.5% 

will go directly to local 
governments, while 3% 
will be held in escrow by 
the state. 

Local governments have 
broad discretion to decide 
which approved uses are 
best to spend their share of 
the settlement money. 

This new partnership 
with the auditor’s offi ce 
will help ensure that not 
only the terms of the set-
tlement are met but also 
provide additional resourc-
es for local governments 
as they put these money to 
use fi ghting the opioid ep-
idemic.

WVU paid more than $230K for Coben to fl y on 
private jet to Charleston for governor-appointed job
By Amelia Ferrell Knisely

West Virginia Watch
West Virginia Universi-

ty paid more than $230,000 
for employee Jeff Coben 
to fl y on a private plane to 
Charleston and work for 
the governor’s administra-
tion. University leaders, 
grappling with a budget 
shortfall, said the pay out 
was justifi ed as they’re 
fulfi lling a “land grant mis-
sion” to serve the state.

Earlier this year, Coben, 
who is a doctor, served as 
interim secretary for the 
West Virginia Department 
of Health and Human Re-
sources.

Public fl ight records ob-
tained using the Freedom 
of Information of Act de-
tailed how Coben regularly 
used WVU’s chartered jet 
for reasons that included 
meeting with Governor Jim 
Justice, state health depart-
ment leaders and lawmak-
ers. Additional thousands 
of dollars were spent on 
fl ights where Coben joined 
others during his govern-
ment work.

He often used the plane 
to travel from his home in 

Washington County, Penn-
sylvania, to Charleston to 
perform his duties as sec-
retary. His name was listed 
on private jet itineraries 
that included the Washing-
ton County Airport, which 
totaled more than $76,000 
from December 2022 
through June 21, 2023. 
Washington County is ap-
proximately a three-hour 
drive from Charleston.

“WVU is a state agen-
cy, our employees are state 
employees. When another 
state entity calls on us for 
help, we do what we can to 
answer the call to fulfi ll our 
land-grant mission,” WVU 
Communications Direc-
tor April Kaull said in an 
email. 

Last December, as 
controversy was swirling 
around DHHR, Justice 
named Coben as interim 
DHHR secretary. Seven 
days later, Coben used the 

jet, paid for by WVU, to 
travel from Washington 
County to Charleston “to 
meet with Gov. Justice as 
well as with all DHHR de-
partments across the state 
to further implementation 
of various duties during 
transition of interim Secre-
tary for DHHR,” according 
to the fl ight reservation. 

The trip cost $7,030.58, 
according to records. 

Another trip on Jan. 20, 
where Coben fl ew from 
Pittsburgh — near his 
hometown — to Charles-
ton cost $9,737.16.

Coben is still employed 
at WVU and did not re-
spond to an interview re-
quest made through the 
university’s communica-
tions offi ce. 

WVU leaders, facing a 
$45 million defi cit this year, 
made swift cuts around on 
its Morgantown campus in 
an effort to right the budget 

and create a “modern-day” 
university. The university 
has eliminated hundreds 
of jobs and slashed 28 aca-
demic programs. Amid the 
budget crunch, the univer-
sity library system previ-
ously suspended purchases 
of new educational materi-
als, including books.

Meanwhile, the Char-
leston Gazette Mail report-
ed that while WVU leaders 
were addressing the budget 
shortfall, university pay-
ments to an aviation com-
pany for air travel have 
risen.

“I’m surprised and kind 
of disappointed that’s how 
they chose to spend money 
while we are scrutinized 
for every penny we spent,” 
said Christiaan Abildso, 47, 
a faculty member who was 
told his contract wouldn’t 
be renewed after next May 
as part of the university’s 
Reduction in Force. 

Abildso teaches in the 
Department of Social and 
Behavioral Health Scienc-
es, which was previously 
under Coben’s leadership 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
“I’m surprised and kind of disappointed that’s 
how they chose to spend money while we are 
scrutinized for every penny we spend.”             

- WUV faculty member
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Federal judge dismisses lawsuit to keep Trump off WV ballot
By Steven Allen Adams
The Parkersburg News 

and Sentinel
Unlike in Colorado, 

a case brought in federal 
court to keep former Re-
publican president Donald 
Trump off of the primary 
and general election ballots 
in West Virginia was dis-
missed.

In a memorandum 
opinion and order re-
leased Thursday evening, 
U.S. District Judge Irene 
C. Berger granted mo-
tions made by attorneys 
for Trump, Secretary of 
State Mac Warner, and the 
West Virginia Republican 
Party to dismiss a lawsuit 
brought in September by 
Texas resident and write-in 
presidential candidate John 
Anthony Castro.

Berger also ordered that 

Castro’s case be dismissed 
without prejudice, which 
would allow Castro to pos-
sibly fi le the case again 
during the candidate fi ling 
period in West Virginia 
beginning Monday, Jan. 8, 
through Saturday, Jan. 27.

“This is a big win for the 
integrity of our elections,” 
said Attorney General Pat-
rick Morrisey in a state-
ment Thursday evening. 
“This lawsuit was frivolous 
to begin with and without 
merit – it had no basis in ei-
ther law or fact. Any eligi-
ble candidate has the right 
to be on the ballot unless 
legally disqualifi ed, and 
we will defend the laws of 
West Virginia and the right 
of voters and candidates to 
the fullest.”

Castro was seeking a 
federal court order prohib-

iting Trump from being 
placed on the 2024 Re-
publican primary ballot in 
West Virginia, arguing that 
the 14th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution prevents 
Trump from holding future 
federal offi ces.

Castro believes that 
Trump’s words and actions 
leading up to the certifi ca-
tion of the 2020 presiden-
tial election by Congress 
on Jan. 6, 2021, helped fuel 
a riot at the U.S. Capitol by 
Trump supporters attempt-
ing to stop the certifi cation 
of President Joe Biden.

The lawsuit, fi led Sept. 
7 in the U.S. District Court 
for the Southern District of 
West Virginia, is one of two 
dozen lawsuits fi led by Cas-
tro in other states attempt-
ing to block Trump’s ballot 
access. Castro claimed that 

allowing Trump on West 
Virginia’s ballot next year 
will harm Castro’s ability 
to campaign and fundraise, 
though Castro has reported 
no donations to date to the 
Federal Election Commis-
sion.

In her memorandum 
opinion, Berger said that 
Castro’s lawsuit was disin-
genuous, considering that 
there were no signs that 
Castro had actively cam-
paigned for president in 
West Virginia or had any 
campaign presence in the 
state at all.

“The evidence estab-
lishes that he has no cam-
paign offi ces, staff, or ad-
vertising in West Virginia, 
does not appear in polling, 
has little name recognition 

WVU jet
Continued on Page 5A

Lawsuit
Continued on Page 5A

W.Va. Secretary of State 
releases “2024 Running for 
Offi ce Guide” for candidates 
and political committees

West Virginia Secretary of State Mac Warner has re-
leased the 2024 Running for Offi ce Guide, offering de-
tailed guidance to political candidates for the upcoming 
state elections.

In addition to the guide, judicial candidates are encour-
aged to review the Judicial Investigation Commission’s 
2024 Judicial Campaign Ethics Handbook.

Warner said that candidates interested in running for 
offi ce in 2024 should review the House of Delegates, State 
Senate and Congressional District maps located at GoV-
oteWV.com. 

Candidates should contact their county clerk to confi rm 
the district based on their legal residence.

In addition to residency requirements, candidates for 
partisan nominations in the May 14 primary election must 
not have been a member of another recognized political 
party for at least 60 days prior to fi ling to become a candi-
date. Candidate registration will take place January 8-27.

The guide also includes the fi nancial reporting require-
ments for candidate committees. Warner said that the 
state’s online Campaign Finance Reporting System is easy 
to use and provides greater transparency than ever before 
into West Virginia candidates’ fi nances.



while he served as dean of 
university’s School of Pub-
lic Health. 

WVU also paid for em-
ployee Dr. Clay Marsh, 
who served as the state 
coronavirus czar, to use the 
chartered jet for his state 
government work. A fl ight 
record showed Marsh fl ew 
to Charleston on Sept. 20 
to participate in the gover-
nor’s press briefi ng at the 
cost of $11,446.97.

In an email, Kaull said 
that the fl ights “were fund-
ed through WVU royalty 
and trademark licensing 
fees collected by the Uni-
versity.”

“No state appropriations 
or student tuition or fees 
are used,” she continued. 

DHHR’s communica-
tions department did not re-
spond to multiple requests 
for comment for this story, 
including a question about 
whether the department 
had an agreement with 
WVU to pay for Coben’s 
air travel. 

WVU has paid around 
$12.3 million to the com-
pany, L.J. Aviation, a Penn-
sylvania-based company, 
for chartering a private 
aircraft since July 2014, 
according to the Charles-
ton Gazette-Mail. Flight 
records showed university 

President E. Gordon Gee 
regularly fl ew from Mor-
gantown to Charleston in-
stead of making the two-
and-half hour drive. 

Austin Siford, who 
lives in Jefferson Coun-
ty, became curious about 
when and how university 
leaders were using pri-
vate jets amid the budget 
issues. He obtained years 
of fl ight records from the 
State Auditor’s Offi ce, then 
verifi ed the authenticity of 
the amount WVU spent 
through the auditor’s state 
payment database. He com-
piled WVU’s fl ight records 
into an online database.

“I had questions about 
WVU’s usage of private 
charter fl ights,” he said. 
“I compiled and published 
this data because nobody 
else was going to.”

Records obtained by Si-
ford showed an expensive 
trip where Coben joined 
Gee, Senate President 
Craig Blair and other state 
leaders “to promote West 
Virginia through invest-
ments and ideas to improve 
and enhance state educa-
tion outcomes.” The trip, 
which included fl ying to 
Seattle, Washington, cost 
$69,327.  

Siford noted that the 
cost of the fl ight was great-
er than the median house-
hold income in the state.

Coben wrapped up his 
work as interim DHHR 

secretary in July as the de-
partment hired secretaries 
for its three new depart-
ments. Justice said Coben’s 
leaving was a “planned de-
parture.”

In October, Coben’s 
name showed up in court 
fi lings in an ongoing law-
suit against DHHR. The 
class-action lawsuit, fi led 
in 2019, said that the de-
partment failed to properly 
care for thousands of foster 
kids.

Attorneys for the chil-
dren revealed in October 
that DHHR failed to save 
emails from top former 
offi cials, including Coben 
and leaders who predat-
ed him. The attorneys are 
pursuing sanctions against 
DHHR over the missing 
evidence, while the state 
has blamed the Offi ce of 
Technology for the fi asco. 

Coben stepped down 
from his role of dean of the 
School of Public Health in 
November, according to 
a university press release. 
He will remain on faculty 
with the Schools of Pub-
lic Health and Medicine, 
according to a university 
press release. 

He will also continue to 
support the operations of 
the Health Affairs Institute 
in his role as associate vice 
president.

“Dr. Coben has been 
very involved with the ad-
ministration of the Health 

Sciences Center since his 
appointment as an associ-
ate vice president in 2015,” 
Kaull said. “When he re-
turned to the university, 
he decided he wanted to 
devote his attention there 
and to his associated lead-
ership and faculty position 
responsibilities.”

The Health Affairs In-
stitute, housed at WVU, fo-
cused on improving health 
outcomes in Appalachia 
through research and strat-
egy. Coben launched the 
institute in 2017 through a 
partnership with DHHR. 

The institute received 
state funding this year, in-
cluding $16.9 million from 
DHHR to complete con-
tracted work, according to 
Kaull. She said Summer 
Hartley assumed the role 
of associate vice president 
at the institute once Coben 
began his role as interim 
secretary for DHHR. 

“Hartley was responsi-
ble for all strategy, fi nance 
and operations during that 
time period,” Kaull said. 

Financial reviews con-
tinue at WVU’s Beckley 
and Keyser campuses. 
WVU recently announced 
16 job cuts in its libraries. 

“The restructuring 
will result in an estimat-
ed $790,000 in personnel 
savings,” according to the 
university.
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Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Petersburg Ameri-
can Legion. Come join the 
group that will save our 
country. https://convention 
ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult 
Education enrolls stu-
dents for their High 
School Equivalency and 
does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 
8:30 am-12 noon. Call 304-
257-1277 to schedule or re-
quest information. 

Grant County Board 
of Education meets the 
second and fourth Tuesdays 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
at the board offi ce on Jeffer-
son Avenue.

Grant County Com-

mission meets every month 
on the second Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and the  fourth Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. in the low-
er level conference room. 
For the agenda check grant-
countywv.org

Grant County Histori-
cal Society board of direc-
tors meetings will be posted 
on the Society’s Facebook 
page. Members are wel-
come to attend. 

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital board meetings are 
held the fourth Monday at 
7 p.m in the administrative 
conference room at Grant 
Memorial Hospital.

New Beginnings Com-
munity Outreach, Thurs-
day, 6-9 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church. 

Potomac Highlands 

Cancer Support Group 
for cancer patients and 
caregivers, meets the fi rst 
Monday of every month, 5 
p.m. at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, 1 Veach St., Peters-
burg. Refreshments.

Petersburg City Cou-
ncil meets the fi rst Monday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall on Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at 6 p.m. every Tuesday 
at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, South Main Street 
in Petersburg. Call Wendy 
DeiCas at 304-257-2349. 
for more information.

To post meetings call 304-
257-1844 or email news@
grantcountypress.com

Community Meetings & Events

Grant County teachers’ institute, about 1905

among West Virginia Republican primary voters, and has 
extremely minimal campaign funds, vastly insuffi cient to 
run an actual campaign,” Berger wrote. “If there were any 
question as to whether the allegations in the complaint are 
suffi cient to overcome a facial challenge, the evidentiary 
submissions remove any doubt that Mr. Castro’s purported 
‘campaign’ exists as a vehicle for pursuing litigation, not 
votes.”

Berger cited admissions by Castro in a similar lawsuit 
in New Hampshire where Castro admitted that he had no 
campaign activities beyond fi ling lawsuits to block Trump 
from the ballots in multiple states. Beyond that, Berger 
said Castro was unable to show how Trump being on the 
ballot would harm his write-in presidential campaign.

“The law is not well-developed with respect to standing 
based on political competition,” Berger wrote. “However, 
the Court fi nds that Mr. Castro’s complaint relied on sup-
position and speculation: that if Mr. Trump were removed 
from the ballot, his voters and contributors would default 
to other candidates, including Mr. Castro. But he supplies 
no specifi cs to support the conclusion that any Trump vot-
ers would become Castro voters if his suit was successful.”

Berger’s ruling is the opposite of a ruling made Tues-
day by the Colorado Supreme Court, which decided that 
Trump was ineligible for the Colorado primary ballot 
because of Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, which states that “No person shall … hold 
any offi ce, civil or military, under the United States, or 
under any State, who, having previously taken an oath … 
to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or 
given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.”

According to Politico, the Colorado Republican Party 
and Trump plan to appeal the Colorado Supreme Court’s 
decision to the U.S. Supreme Court and seek an expedited 
ruling. The ruling has been stayed pending appeal.

Lawsuit Continued from Page 4A

Monongahela National Forest offi cials will implement 
the annual winter road closures in the Dolly Sods area by 
closing the gates on Forest Roads 19 and 75 January 2, 
2024, the fi rst business day after the holiday. 

These roads are closed to motor vehicle use from Jan-
uary to early or mid-April annually to provide for pub-
lic safety due to variable road conditions in the winter 
months. Non-motorized use of the roads is allowed.

“The road closures are put in place to ensure the safety 
of both visitors and employees,” said Cheat-Potomac Dis-
trict Ranger Jon Morgan. “Forest visitors and emergency 
responders are put at unnecessary risk without the road 
closures.”

Both roads usually open again by mid-April or as soon 
as weather permits. 

Staff from Monongahela National Forest work with lo-
cal landowners and residents affected by the road closures 
to ensure they have access to their property. 

Landowners and residents who need access behind the 
gates should contact the Cheat-Potomac Ranger District 
offi ce in Petersburg for assistance at 304-257-4488.

Information about the status of roads and facilities is 
also available at https://www.fs.usda.gov/mnf/.

USDA Forest Service 
closing Dolly Sods roads 
for public safety Jan. 2

WV troopers recovering 
after trading gunfi re with 
suspect who was killed, 
police say

(AP) Two West Virginia state troopers wounded in a 
recent exchange of gunfi re with a suspect who was killed 
are recovering, police said last Wednesday.

Trooper A. A. Bean, who was shot four times, had to 
have his left leg amputated above the knee, but is doing 
well now, police said in the statement. Trooper C. D. Spes-
sert, who was shot once in the side, has been released from 
the hospital, the statement added.

The exchange of gunfi re happened Sunday in West Vir-
ginia’s Eastern Panhandle as offi cers were attempting to 
serve an arrest warrant. Tobias Ganey, 60, died in Martins-
burg, said Maj. James Mitchell, West Virginia State Police 
chief of staff services.

The offi cers found Ganey at a home where they at-
tempted to serve him a warrant for battery. He spoke to 
offi cers when they arrived but refused to open the door or 
come outside, police said.

The troopers forced entry into the home to make their 
arrest and both “immediately were struck by bullets” and 
returned fi re, killing Ganey.

The investigation into the shooting is continuing.

This week there is no written column for this feature because in earlier years, the Press offi ce
was closed between Christmas and New Year’s. We’ll pick up with county history next week.

EARLY DEADLINE AND CLOSING
The Grant County Press will have an 

early deadline for our Jan. 2, 2024 issue. 
All ads and articles should be submitted 

by Thursday, Dec. 28.
We will be closed Monday, Jan. 1, 

and reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 2 

Thank you for your support!
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Place your 
In Memory 

ad for a 
loved one 
by calling

 304-257-1844 
or email 

ads@grant
countypress.

com
Your color ad, 

this size, 
with photo, 

is $25

LAURA JEAN HOWELL HUNT
Laura Jean Howell 

Hunt, age 60 years, a resi-
dent of St. George, W.Va., 
departed this life Tuesday 
evening, December 19, 
2023, at Mon Health Medi-
cal Center in Morgantown, 
W.Va. 

She was born Sunday, 
April 21, 1963, at Elkins, 
W.Va., a daughter of Don-
nie Austin Howell Sr. of 
Beverly and the late Geor-
gianna Short Howell.  

On June 26, 1991, at 
Parsons, W.Va., she was 
married to James Douglas 
Hunt, who survives. They 
had celebrated 32 years of 
marriage.

Also surviving are three 
sons, David Lee Asbury 
and fi ancé Tamara of Bru-
ceton Mills, W.Va., Bran-
don Jay Hunt and wife 
Kelly of Washington, N.C. 
and Nathaniel Gerard Hunt 
of St. George; one step-
daughter, Kyleen Dye of 
New Mexico; one brother, 
Donnie Austin Howell Jr. 
and wife Sandy of Junior, 
W.Va.; four sisters, Deb-
bie Mallow and husband 
Bill of Huttonsville, W.Va., 
Rose Howell Phares of El-
kins, Lisa Howell of Bal-
timore, Md. and Doreen 
Summerfi eld and husband 
Danny of Elkins; seven 
grandchildren, Lathius and 
Xzavier, Caleb and Tessa, 
Christopher, Chayce and 
Kamden; and several niec-
es and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by two sisters, Shir-
ley Ann Arbogast and Don-

na Gail Hamrick.
She attended Elkins 

High School.  She had pre-
viously worked in nursing 
at Davis Medical Center 
and Nella’s, she worked in 
retail management in Pe-
tersburg and Parsons.  Lau-
ra worked in Labor Union 
#984 of Clarksburg.  Laura 
enjoyed feeding her deer 
and turkeys and loved the 
beauty of the outdoors.  She 
recently enjoyed watching 
Hallmark Christmas mov-
ies, was a very strong lady, 
always had a smile and was 
a joy to talk with.

Laura’s request for cre-
mation was honored. The 
family will receive friends 
at the Lohr & Barb Funer-
al Home of Parsons, on 
Wednesday, December 27, 
from 4-6 p.m.   A memorial 
service will be conducted 
on Wednesday at 6 p.m.  
The Reverend Julie M. Da-
vis will offi ciate.  

Condolences may be 
expressed to the family 
at www.lohrbarbfuneral-
home.com.         (12-26-23)

ASHLEY M. KIMBLE
Ashley Michele “Aye 

Kay” Kimble, 27, former-
ly of Petersburg, W.Va., 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 
5, 2023, as a result of an 
apartment fi re in Parkers-
burg, W.Va.

Born Dec. 19, 1995, 
in Petersburg, she was a 
daughter of Pamela B. 
(Miller) Kimble of Peters-
burg, and Michael Trent 
Kimble of Cabins, W.Va.

In addition to her par-
ents, she is survived by 
one son, Ryatt Bentley; 
two sisters, Caitlin Kim-
ble of Petersburg and Bai-
ley “Madison” Kimble of 
Cabins; one brother, Kylo 
Kimble of Petersburg; pa-
ternal grandparents, Trent 
and Deborah Kimble of 
Lahmansville W.Va.; and 
several aunts, uncles, neph-
ews and cousins.

She was preceded in 
death by one infant son, 
Carter James “Toodles” 
Bentley; and maternal 
grandmother, Susan M. 
(Bartos) Alt.

Ashley attended Peters-
burg High School in Pe-
tersburg, but received her 
GED later. She was a tattoo 
artist apprentice in Parkers-
burg, and also received her 
license in cosmetology to 
later work at Ulta Beauty. 
She was a carefree person 
who lived in the moment, 
as well as being a phenom-

enal artist who loved draw-
ing, coloring, painting and 
creating crafts in her free 
time. She even picked up a 
hobby of crocheting stuffed 
animals and making neck-
laces.

Ashley was known to 
be pulling pranks, telling 
jokes and always had an 
infectious smile on her 
face. She loved spending 
time with friends and loved 
ones, creating memories 
that will last a lifetime.

Respecting her wishes, 
she will be cremated.

A celebration of life cer-
emony will be scheduled at 
a later date.

Donations to the family 
to cover funeral costs may 
be left at https://gofund.
me/3c387938.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of the 
Schaeffer Funeral Home, 
Petersburg. Condolences 
to the family may be left 
at www.schaefferfuneral-
home.com.        (12-26-23)

BETTY G. MALLOW
Betty Gay Ketterman 

Mallow, 88, of Franklin, 
W.Va., passed away Tues-
day, Dec. 19, 2023, at 
Pendleton Manor, Franklin. 

Born Sept. 23, 1935, in 
Petersburg, W.Va., she was 
a daughter of the late Kate 
Sites Ketterman. On June 
22, 1956, Betty married E. 
Paul Mallow, who preced-
ed her in death on Oct. 5, 
1983.

Betty was a 1954 grad-
uate of Petersburg High 
School and was also a 
graduate of the WV Busi-
ness College. She worked 
in various secretarial fi elds 
from 1956 to 1997.

Betty loved to attend 
church at a young age. 
She recalled walking to 
church in the Ridges of 
Petersburg, and often said, 
“God has always been with 
me.” Betty learned to sew 
and was known to sew her 
own clothing as well as her 
family’s. She was an avid 
gardener and loved to bless 
family, friends and busi-
nesses with her beautiful 
fl owers. She took pride in 
cooking and enjoyed shar-
ing her homemade pies 
with her family and was 
always searching for new 
recipes to share. Betty’s 
passion in addition to her 
hobbies was living on her 
farm and taking long walks, 
seeking to fi nd a new rock 
for her collection.

After the death of her 
husband, Betty became in-
volved in the beef indus-
try. One of her proudest 
achievements was receiv-
ing the Potomac Valley 
District Farmer of the Year 
award. She was a proud 
member of the Republican 
Committee and she had 
served in various offi ces 
over the years.

Betty was the last sur-
viving member of her im-
mediate family and she 

leaves behind to cherish 
her memory: two sons, Jeff 
Mallow (Yvonne) of Bran-
dywine, W.Va., and Brad 
Mallow (Kathy) of Camer-
on, N.C.; one daughter, Lori 
Raines (Rick) of Franklin; 
six grandchildren, Stephen 
Mallow, Alyssa Mallow, 
Abby Beecher (Justin), 
Katherine Matagi (Travis), 
Brett Raines (Danielle), 
and Logan Raines; three 
step-grandchildren, Bran-
don Baudin (Jennifer), 
Brett Baudin (Chelsea), 
and Breana Burgess; fi ve 
great-grandchildren; two 
nieces, Joyce and Darlene 
Ketterman; a nephew, Rog-
er Ketterman; and numer-
ous great-nieces and neph-
ews. 

In addition to her moth-
er and husband, she was 
preceded in death by one 
brother, Bert Ketterman; 
one sister-in-law, Alice 
Ketterman; one nephew, 
LeRoy Ketterman; and one 
great-niece, Peggy Ketter-
man.

Graveside services were 
Friday afternoon at Mt. 
Hope Lutheran Church 
Cemetery in Upper Tract, 
W.Va.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests memorial 
donations be made in honor 
of Betty to any Pendleton 
County Emergency Rescue 
Squad or the Mt. Hope Lu-
theran Church. 

Memories and words 
of comfort may be left at 
www.basagic.com or on 
Facebook at Basagic Fu-
neral Home.      (12-26-23)
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ly invited to submit a full 
application to the program. 

“I just kept moving for-
ward,” Riggleman said. “I 
would complete one step 
at a time. I kept getting 
more involved and kept 
researching to make sure 
that I had the application 
as sound as it could be.”

After moving from one 
in over 100 original ap-
plicants, submitting mul-
tiple essays, fi lling out 
questionnaires, writing a 
speech and even taking 
an exam to determine his 
existing knowledge, Rig-
gleman arrived at the fi -
nal hurdle of the program 
- being one of the only six 
applicants asked to partic-
ipate in an interview with 

the program judges. 
Riggleman explained 

that the interview was 
conducted via online vid-
eo call, something that he 
felt was both a blessing 
but also a new and unique 
challenge. 

“It was a Zoom call, 
which was different,” 
Riggleman said. “In some 
ways I do think that made 
it easier but in the same 
way, I also think it made 
it more of a challenge. For 
me, I like to read the situ-
ation but that is really hard 
when you are just looking 
at a screen. I could see 
their faces, for the most 
part, but you really don’t 
get the same sense of how 
you are doing. But over-
all, I thought it went really 
well.”

To prepare for his in-
terview, Riggleman took a 
creative approach to han-
dling the issues he would 

be asked to speak on. 
“You had to imagine 

you were a newly elect-
ed West Virginian senator 
and you had to discuss 
the different legislative 
initiatives you wanted to 
accomplish. It didn’t really 
give you much to go on, in 
how they wanted the issues 
addressed. The way I han-
dled it was looking at the 
initiatives I had presented 
and asked myself how I 
would fi x those issues. So I 
proposed a bill for each is-
sue and I was able to give a 
solution. I was able to de-
fend my solution because, 
since I had prepared these 
bills, I had researched the 
topics and knew I could be 
knowledgeable on what I 
was being asked.”

Nationally, 104 stu-
dents were selected for the 
program, including two 

from each state, two from 
the District of Columbia 
and two from the Depart-
ment of Defense Educa-
tion Activity.  

The second student 
that was selected to repre-
sent West Virginia is Pey-
ton Barker of Greenbrier 
County - someone Riggle-
man actually had met at a 
previous leadership con-
ference he attended in 
Huntington. 

“I am most excited 
about meeting all the po-
litical leaders,” Riggleman 
said. “We are supposed to 
be meeting with people 
from all three branches of 
government and then part 
of the bureaucracy, so a 
lot of your leaders from 
within the Department of 
Defense, the Department 
of Homeland Security, the 
Department of Education 
and similar roles. So it will 

be very unique to get to 
see how they do their 
job and how all of them 
working together make 
our nation run.”

In past years, Riggle-
man said USSYP repre-
sentatives have toured 
the Pentagon and the 
White House, which he 
is hopeful he will get to 
do as well. 

“When I found out I 
was selected, I didn’t re-
ally know what to think 
because it just didn’t feel 
real,” Riggleman said. “ 

Riggleman’s interest 
in politics started during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
an experience that heav-
ily impacted many young 
people and has had last-
ing effects on their edu-
cation. Highly motivated 
but stuck at home, Rig-
gleman began to watch 
the news. At fi rst, he 
watched for updates on 
the pandemic, howev-
er, his interest quickly 
bloomed beyond that sin-
gle issue. 

“It started in eighth 
grade, that was a big year 
for me and, I guess, a lot 
of people,” Riggleman 
explained. “That was the 
year Covid happened. All 
everyone was doing was 
staying home and watch-
ing the news because we 
all wanted to know what 
was happening. I was do-
ing the same thing. Plus, 
it also happened to be 
an election year. So we 
were learning about West 
Virginia’s government, 
but also how our whole 
country’s political sys-
tem worked. It was the 
perfect time to talk about 
it and I became very in-
terested in it.”

Since then, Riggleman 
has been very involved in 
his school and his com-
munity. He is currently 
serving as the PHS student 
council president, histo-
rian for the PHS National 
Honor Society, president 
of the SkillsUSA program 
through the South Branch 
Career and Technical Cen-
ter, a member of his gradu-
ating class’s adviser group, 
a member of the PHS stu-
dent leadership team and is 
the 2023-24 Senior Class 
president. 

In his (albeit limited) 
spare time, Riggleman en-
joys spending his days out-

doors. He strives to focus 
on his health and fi nds joy 
in hunting, fi shing, biking 
and running. 

After graduation, Rig-
gleman plans to attend 
Fairmont State University 
where he plans to major in 
political science with mi-
nors in history, journalism 

and potentially criminal 
justice. 

“Right now my long 
term goals are to attend 
law school and become 
a practicing attorney and 
I do hope to someday get 
involved in politics,” Rig-
gleman said. 

Riggleman said he 

plans to stay in West Vir-
ginia, and someday, repre-
sent his home state on the 
national level. 

Riggleman is the son of 
Amy Riggleman and J.R. 
Lambert, both of Grant 
County, and he is the 
grandson of Diane Gas-
kins and Vicky Lambert. 

Internet
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went to Shentel and en-
compassed the Sunrise 
Drive and Corner Road 
areas. He said Shentel had 
completed the initial stag-
es of the project but was 
currently stalled waiting 
for required pole permits 
from the power company. 
A pole permit authorizes 
the installation, replace-
ment, or attachment to 
a utility pole in the pub-
lic right-of-way. These 
permits are overseen by 
electric companies, in this 
case, Potomac Edison. 

“Without an approved 
pole permit they cannot 
begin construction,” Hart-
ley said. “They had the 
permit submitted around 
July and still haven’t heard 
anything back. We have 
had some correspondence 
back from them but not the 
approved permit but we 
are hopeful that construc-
tion can start on that the 
fi rst quarter of next year.”

Hartley said the hold-
up appears to involve the 
third party engineering 
company that works with 
Potomac Edison; however, 
he clarifi ed that the issue 
went far beyond just this 
one project. 

When asked by the 
commission if there was 
anything they could do to 
help speed up the permit 
process, Laura Brown, 
the director of the Seneca 
Rocks Regional Develop-
ment Authority, explained 
that Micrologic was hav-

ing a very similar issue in 
Pendleton County. 

“It is a statewide issue 
right now,” Brown said. 

Hartley said currently 
the state was working to 
improve the process, in-
cluding having more strict 
guidelines imposed on 
power companies for re-
view guidelines. 

“The cost related to 
these reviews has been as-
tronomical,” Hartley said. 
“It has really been a set 
back for some of the ISPs 
[Internet Service Provid-
ers] where they put these 
projects together and they 
had not planned for the 
amount of money and time 
it would take to get to the 
make-ready point. But we 
are working through it and 
we know the projects will 
still be successful.”

Hartley said that Shen-
tel is confi dent that the 
project can be completed 
in 90 days once construc-
tion starts.

“From the time they get 
the green light to start, it 
will be about 90 days and 
people will be eligible to 
start receiving their ser-
vice,” Hartley said. 

The current projected 
timeline for service avail-
ability in the Sunrise Drive 
and Corner Road areas is 
April 1. 

The second project 
Hartley discussed was 
HardyNet’s project in the 
South Mill Creek area. He 
explained that HardyNet 
is in a similar position as 
Shentel with this project. 

“Same issues,” Hartley 
said. “They have their pole 

permit submitted. They 
also had a delay due to a 
DOH right-of-way and 
there was an issue with one 
of the landowners in that 
area when getting one of 
the permits, but we found 
a workaround for that and 
they are moving forward.”

After dealing with a Di-
vision of Highways right-
of-way issue, they have 
submitted their pole per-
mits and construction for 
the project will go to bid 
within the next month. 

“I believe service in 
those areas will be up and 
going in the fi rst quarter 
or near the end of the fi rst 
quarter of 2024,” Hartley 
said. “But that is where 
that project is sitting. It 
has been delayed by the 
pole permits too, but they 
should have service no lat-
er than that.”

Next, Hartley discussed 
a second Shentel project 
that encompasses sections 
of the Gormania, Bismarck 
and Mount Storm areas. 
While this project is not as 
far along as the other two, 
Hartley projected that this 
project should be complet-
ed and service available by 
the end of next year. 

The fi nal project under-
way in the county is being 
headed by Micrologic, a 
Buckhannon-based com-
pany that is installing fi -
ber in the Maysville, New 
Creek, Gormania, Cabins, 
Scherr and Jordan Run 
Road areas of the county. 
This project is also not 
as far along as the origi-
nal HardyNet and Shentel 
projects, however, Hartley 

said it should be live no 
later than early 2025. 

“I was able to speak 
with them and they said 
they are still being paced 
by the speed at which the 
power company processes 
the permits,” Brown said. 
“And I was told that their 
pole collection data makes 
it impossible to use their 
own contractors on it. So, 
they are at the mercy of the 
power company.”

Hartley said that Mic-
rologic has also submitted 
another grant application 
with the state to cover 
even more of the county; 
however, this application 
is still in the review pro-
cess. This project requires 
no county funds to be con-
tributed and will be funded 
entirely by the state and 
the company.

“One thing I will say, 
you have three providers 
here who are eager to build 
into your county and that 
is just great,” Hartley said. 

Hartley said another 
round of funding will be 
opening for more broad-
band expansion; however, 
this funding is federal as 
opposed to state and does 
not include any county 

funds. 
“The county’s posi-

tion on these would be to 
support these projects and 
also fi nd a way to market 
the area that you want to 
see expansion in,” Hart-
ley said. “Then to present 
those areas to the ISPs.”

Currently, Hartley said 
there are 743 targeted 
addresses that still need 
coverage. These targeted 
addresses are some of the 
more rural sections of the 
county, requiring approx-
imately 230 miles of fi ber 
to be reached. 

“When we started plan-
ning years ago we knew 
we would have these more 
rural sections to reach as 
well,” Hartley said. “We 
knew phase one and phase 
two and then we knew 
phase three would be 
large, last-mile extensions. 
And I think that is where 
we are at.”

Hartley congratulated 
the commission for having 
the full broadband study 
completed two years ago, 
saying that decision has 
played a large role in their 
success so far. 

“I think you are sitting 
in a really good spot hav-

ing had your study done 
two years ago while the 
rest of the state is just hav-
ing it done now,” Hartley 
said. “You guys under-
stand the unique landscape 
your county sits in and you 
have a plan to accommo-
date that. So really, kudos 
to you for doing that ear-
ly.”

Overall, Riggleman 
congratulated past com-
missions for their work 
and said he and his cur-
rent fellow commissioners 
were excited to help en-
sure that all Grant County 
residents have access to 
high speed internet. 

“I think it is a wonder-
ful thing,” said commis-
sioner Tyson Riggleman. 
“We were able to jump 
ahead of most counties by 
having that study done. 
When we began working 
with you and Thrasher, we 
were kind of guinea pigs, 
us and Pendleton, for these 
studies. And it has worked 
out pretty well. We have 
been able to see these 
grants and awards come 
to a small county... I know 
this is something that all 
three commissioners have 
wanted to see done. I know 
the previous commission 
also wanted to see it done 
and thats why they did the 
study. And I really want to 
give a hats-off to them for 
thinking futuristically on 
this and being able to get 
us into the spot we are in 
now.”

Rodney Whetzel named Grant Rehabilitation 
and Care Center Resident of the Week

By Ravenna Redman
Social Services Director

The employees of Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center have chosen Rod-
ney Whetzel as GRCC 
Resident of the Week. 

Rodney has been a res-
ident of our facility since 
April 20. He was born on 
Sept. 28, 1971, to Eugene 
and Betty (Jenkins) Whet-
zel. He is the baby of four 
siblings, Tammy Sites, 
Thomas Whetzel, and Tim-
othy Whetzel. Thomas and 
Timothy have passed on.

Rodney’s father worked 
various jobs. At the begin-
ning, cut wood and then he 
worked at the Petersburg 
Tannery until it closed. 
His last position was with 
Southern States as a service 
technician, and served for 
22 years.

Betty took care of the 
children, but she also 
worked at Rockingham. 
She eventually became an 
in-home service person for 
the elderly.

The family lived up 
South Fork in Hardy Coun-
ty and Rodney went to 
Moorefi eld Elementary 
School. He enjoyed getting 
up in the morning and go-
ing on the school bus. He 
loved being outside. When 
he was small, he liked 
pushing a wheelbarrow 
throughout the yard.

Rodney attended 
Moorefi eld High School 
where he was a member 

of the Future Farmers of 
America, and proudly wore 
his FFA jacket. He did not 
graduate from school, due 
to his health condition.

Unfortunately, Rodney 
began having problems 
walking and was diagnosed 
with muscular dystrophy. 
Muscular dystrophies are 
a group of muscle diseas-
es caused by mutations in 
a person’s genes. As the 
disease progresses, muscle 
weakness decreases mobil-
ity. It can run in families, or 
a person can be the fi rst in 
their family to have it. Due 
to the progression of the 
disease, Rodney was never 
able to hold down a job.

Rodney enjoys music; 
hard rock is his favorite. 
“The more head-banging 
the better,” Rodney’s sister, 
Tammy admitted. “I hated 
it, but he liked it,” Betty 
Whetzel, Rodney’s mother 
reported. His favorite band 
is Cinderella. 

Besides loving music, 
Rodney enjoys watching 
television. A teacher had 
instilled a love of the Pitts-
burgh Steelers. He watched 
the History Channel and he 
appreciated magazines.

Every year, the fami-
ly would go to the beach, 
which he loves. He also en-
joyed car rides. 

He is a member of Harp-
er’s Chapel Church. How-
ever, due to his health, he 
has not been able to attend 
recently. 

His mother, Betty, was 

his primary caretaker. “I
liked to do his exercises.
I just loved taking care of
him. I did it until I could
not do it anymore.”  His
physical health deteriorat-
ed to the point that she was 
no longer able to care for 
him and was admitted into
Keyser Healthcare. 

Betty’s health also de-
clined, and she became a
resident at our facility, and 
requested Rodney to trans-
fer to GRCC, which we 
were able to do in April. At 
the facility, he continues to 
watch videos on his tablet,
and television. When the
weather permits, he loves
going outside. He also en-
joys visiting with his moth-
er and sister. 

The picture shared is 
when Rodney was enjoy-
ing the lawn party this fall
at GRCC, listening to good 
music with his mother be-
side him.  

Congratulations Rodney
on being GRCC’s Resident 
of the Week!

Bryson Riggleman

“I am most excited about meeting all the 
political leaders. We are supposed to be 
meeting with people from all three branch-
es of government and then part of the 
bureaucracy, so a lot of your leaders from 
within the Department of Defense, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the Depart-
ment of Education and similar roles. So it 
will be very unique to get to see how they 
do their job and how all of them working 
together make our nation run.”

Jeffrey Hartley of Thrasher Engineering

“I think you are sitting in a really good spot 
having had your study done two years ago 
while the rest of the state is just having it 
done now. You guys understand the unique 
landscape your county sits in and you 
have a plan to accommodate that. So really, 
kudos to you for doing that early.”
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The West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) has announced 
that hunters harvested 981 
wild turkeys during the 
2023 Fall Wild Turkey Sea-
son.

Due to the lower brood 
production this year, the 
2023 harvest saw a slight 
decrease of 3% over the 
2022 harvest of 1,012 birds. 

However, this season was 
1%  above the fi ve-year av-
erage and 12% below the 
10-year average. 

Fall turkey harvest num-
bers are infl uenced by hunt-
er participation but also de-
pend on the current year’s 
brood production and mast 
conditions. 

Brood production in 
2023 was lower than last 

year. However, more coun-
ties were open for a two-
week fall season due to a 
higher spring gobbler har-
vest than last year. 

Districts one and four 
increased their harvest over 
2022, with the others show-
ing a slight decline. District 
four had the highest harvest 
(229 birds), followed by 
District three (215), Dis-

trict one (165), District two 
(142), District six (119) and 
District fi ve (111).

Counties with the most 
harvests were Nicholas 
County (57 birds), Green-
brier (46), Monroe (43), 
Randolph (42) and Fayette 
(32). These counties, ex-
cept Fayette, had a four-
week season.

ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

December 5th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Terminators 42.5 – 21.5, 
WELD 42 – 22, Split Hap-
pens 39 – 25, Country Cars 
& Trucks 36 – 28, Vetter’s 
Guns & Ammo 35.5 – 28.5, 
NKOTB 35 – 29, Lucky 
Strikes 29.5 – 34.5, Empire 
Strikes 25.5 – 38.5, Outlaws 
25 – 39;

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Evan Kesner 
268, Trey Wratchford 256, 
Tyler Halterman and Cohan 
Kesner and Terry Wratch-
ford 232. (HANDICAP): 
Trey Wratchford 311, Ed 
Turner 290, Evan Kesner 
288, Troy McGreevy and  
Jerry Propst 259.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Evan Kesner 
687, Tyler Halterman 651, 
Ed Wompler 624, Cohan 
Kesner 621. (HANDICAP): 
Evan Kesner 747, Trey 
Wratchford 746, Ed Turner 
738, Tyler Halterman 729.

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): 
Evan Kesner 209.15, Richie 
Burgess 207.90, Tyler 
Halterman 202.23, Terry 
Wratchford 201.11. 

HIGH GAME WOMEN 
(SCRATCH): Dee Anna 
McDonald 196, Carissa Mi-
chael 172, Tonya Keplinger 
160, Teresa Sullivan 159. 
(HANDICAP): Dee Anna 
McDonald 247, Suzie Berg 
242, Teresa Sullivan 240, 
Sue Earle 239.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Dee Anna 
McDonald 500, Carissa Mi-
chael 494, Tonya Keplinger 
453, Teresa Sullivan 434. 
(HANDICAP): Teresa Sul-
livan 677, Sue Earle and  
Ashley Day 663, Suzie 
Berg 657.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Carissa Michael 
178.59, Dee Anna McDon-

ald 173.25, Sarah Earle 
159.83, Tonya Keplinger 
157.08.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

December 7th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

American Classic 43 – 17, 
Builders Center 37.5 – 
22.5, Petersburg Oil Com-
pany 37 – 23, Strikeforce 
31 – 29, Country Cars & 
Trucks 29 – 31, Vetter’s 
Mini Mart 28 – 32, Golden 
Lanes 24.5 – 35.5.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Michael Hedrick 
269, Tyler Halterman 268, 
Cohan Kesner 259, Jer-
emy Vetter 237, David 
Robertson and Charles 
Keplinger 235. (HAND-
ICAP): Michael Hedrick 
and Tyler Halterman 299, 
David Robertson 282, Trey 
Wratchford 279, Jeremy 
Vetter and Jeff Constable 
277.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Tyler Halterman 
743, Michael Hedrick 731, 
Cohan Kesner 705, Trey 
Wratchford 640, Bradley 
Vetter II 627. (HANDI-
CAP): Tyler Halterman 
836, Michael Hedrick 821, 
Trey Wratchford, Jeff Con-
stable and Eddie Baldwin 
755.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 213.93, Zach-
ary Arbaugh 212.74, Gary 
Leatherman 206.84, Terry 
Wratchford 205.93, Derek 
Miller 201.42, Larry Walp 
201.40.

ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

December 12th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Terminators 44.5 – 23.5, 
WELD 43 – 25, Split Hap-
pens 41 – 27, NKOTB 39 – 
29, Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 
36.5 – 31.5, Country Cars 
& Trucks 36 – 32, Lucky 
Strikes 30.5 – 37.5, Empire 
Strikes 28.5 – 39.5, Outlaws 
28 – 40.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Charles Kep- 
linger 269, Richie Burgess 
259, Jacob Wratchford 222, 
Phil Crews 213.  (HAND-
ICAP): Charles Keplinger 
303, Richie Burgess 279, 
Jeff Constable 262, Josh 
Sullivan and Jacob Wratch-
ford 258.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Richie Bur-

gess 724, Charles Keplinger 
688, Ed Wompler 583, 
Phil Crews 570. (HAND-
ICAP): Charles Keplinger 
790, Richie Burgess 784, 
Trey Wratchford 700, Larry 
Ware 695.

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): 
Richie Burgess 209.86, 
Evan Kesner 209.15, Tyler 
Halterman 200.67, Terry 
Wratchford 200.19. 

HIGH GAME WOMEN 
(SCRATCH): Carissa Mi-
chael 206, Sarah Earle 190, 
Ashley Day 186, Rachel 
Stark 184. (HANDICAP): 
Sue Earle 269, Ashley Day 
264, Rachel Stark 257, 
Rhonda Wratchford and  
Sarah Earle 253.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Carissa 
Michael 565, Sarah Ear-
le 542, Ashley Day 540, 
Dee Anna McDonald 524. 
(HANDICAP): Ashley Day 
774, Rachel Stark 736, Sar-
ah Earle 731, Emily Stark 
728.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Carissa Michael 
179.29, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 173.33, Sarah Earle 
162.15, Tonya Keplinger 
157.08.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

December 14th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

American Classic 47 – 17, 
Builders Center 40.5 – 
23.5, Petersburg Oil Com-
pany 40 – 24, Strikeforce 
34 – 30, Vetter’s Mini Mart 
29 – 35, Country Cars & 
Trucks 29 – 35, Golden 
Lanes 25.5 – 38.5.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Michael Hedrick 
290, Charles Keplinger 
267, Chris Kesner 244, 
Derek Miller 239, Eddie 
Baldwin and Tyler Halter-
man 234. (HANDICAP): 
Michael Hedrick 317, 
Charles Keplinger 302, 
Chris Kesner 290, Ed-
die Baldwin 277, Walter 
Barnes 271.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Michael Hedrick 
741, Charles Keplinger 
688, Richie Burgess 641, 
Roger Earle 639, Tyler 
Halterman 628. (HAND-
ICAP): Michael Hedrick 
822, Charles Keplinger 
793, Roger Earle 774, Ed-
die Baldwin 747, Richie 
Burgess 728.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 211.94, Zach-
ary Arbaugh 208.50, Gary 
Leatherman 206.33, Terry 
Wratchford 205.58, Mi-
chael Hedrick 203.69, Der-
ek Miller 201.67.

SBV WOMEN
December 11th

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Kathy Vance 193, 
Linda Helmick 182, Denise 
McGreevy 180. (HANDI-
CAP): Kathy Vance, 232, 
Linda Helmick 230, Sa-
mantha Hesse 221.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Kathy Vance 530, 
Denise McGreevy 522, 
Penny Sites 501. (HAND-
ICAP): Kathy Vance 647, 
Paula Bergdoll 643, Denise 
McGreevy 624.

December 18th
HIGH GAME (SCR-

ATCH): Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 194, Penny Sites 
172, Linda Kenyon 165. 
(HANDICAP): Linda Ken-
yon 223, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 216, Helen Bell 
212.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 507, Penny Sites 468, 
Tina Bible 467. (HANDI-
CAP): Linda Kenyon 611, 
Tina Bible 596, Samantha 
Hesse 592.

The fi nal segment of 
West Virginia’s antlerless 
deer hunting season for 
youth and senior citizen 
hunters and Class Q per-
mit holders opens Tuesday, 
Dec. 26. 

During the special two-
day season, hunting is per-
mitted on private and pub-
lic lands in the 51 counties 
with a fi rearms deer hunt-
ing season. Deer hunting 
with a fi rearm is prohibited 
in Logan, McDowell, Min-
go and Wyoming counties. 

Youth hunters ages eight 
to 17 may participate in 
this special season. Senior 

citizens 65 years of age and 
older who have a resident 
Class XS lifetime hunting, 
trapping and fi shing license 
may also participate.

Resident youth hunters 
ages eight to 14 don’t need 
a hunting license, stamps 
or hunter safety education 
card, but must be accom-
panied by an unarmed, li-
censed adult who may not 
hunt. Resident youth hunt-
ers 15-17 years of age must 
comply with all licensing 
requirements but don’t 
need a Class N Stamp. 

Nonresident youth hunt-
ers need a Class XXJ/Class 

AAHJ license and a CS/
LW Stamp or a Class DT 
license. All accompanying 
nonresident adults must 
have a Class E License 
with a CS/LE Stamp. Res-
ident and nonresident hunt-
ing licenses and stamps 
can be purchased online at 
WVhunt.com.

All hunters participat-
ing in this season, includ-
ing adults accompanying 
a child, must wear at least 
400 square inches of blaze 
orange.

The daily bag limit for 
this special season is one 
antlerless deer per day. 

Deer harvested during this 
special season do not count 
toward a hunter’s annu-
al deer season bag limit. 
Class N/NN stamps are not 
required for this special 
season. 

Each deer must be fi eld 
tagged and electronically 
registered within 24 hours 
of the close of each seg-
ment of the split season and 
before pursuit of any ad-
ditional deer. Deer can be 
checked online at WVhunt.
com, at a license agent 
or by calling 1-844-WV-
CHECK.

Preliminary data col-
lected from the electronic 
game checking system in-
dicated that deer hunters 
in West Virginia harvested 
45,155 antlered deer during 
the two-week fi rearm sea-
son from Nov. 20 through 
Dec. 3, the West Virginia 
Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) an-
nounced. 

The 2023 harvest was 
7.5% below the 2022 har-
vest, which totaled 48,810 

bucks.
“The harvest during the 

2023 traditional buck fi re-
arm season was expected 
to be lower than that of 
2022,” said Paul Johansen, 
chief of the Wildlife Re-
sources Section. 

“Average hard mast 
indices paired with bad 
weather during the opening 
few days of the buck fi re-
arms season probably hin-
dered the success of many 
hunters this season. 

“All areas of the state 
registered an average de-
crease of 11%, with the ex-
ception of the southeastern 
areas that had an increase 
of 19% from the 2022 har-
vest.”

The top 10 counties for 
this year’s buck harvest 
were Greenbrier (1,892), 
Randolph (1,604), Preston 
(1,413), Pendleton (1,413), 
Monroe (1,396), Braxton 
(1,394), Hardy (1,329), 
Kanawha (1,242), Poca-

hontas (1,236) and Fayette 
(1,226). 

WVDNR reminds hunt-
ers that several days of 
deer hunting opportunity 
remain, including the re-
mainder of the archery and 
crossbow season, which 
runs through Dec. 31. 

The reopening of Class 
N/NN antlerless deer sea-
son is Dec. 28-31 in spec-
ifi ed counties or portions of 
counties. 

WVDNR announces fall wild turkey harvest results

West Virginia deer hunters harvest over 45,000 
bucks during traditional fi rearms season

Deer season for youth, senior, class Q opens today

The Grant County Press will have 
an early deadline for our Jan. 2, 

2024 issue. All ads and 
articles should be submitted 

by Thursday, Dec. 28th. 
We will be closed Monday, 

January 1 and reopen on Tuesday. 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Grant County Schools 
will conduct the second 
mandatory public hearing 
for community comment 
on the 2024-2025 public 
school calendar on January 
9, 2024 at the Grant County 
Schools Board Offi ce be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m.
12/19-1/9_____________

AIR QUALITY PERMIT 
NOTICE

Notice of Application
Notice is given that 

Adell Polymers, Inc. has 
applied to the West Virginia 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Division 
of Air Quality, for a Regu-
lation 13 Permit for an ex-
isting plastic compounding 
facility at the Petersburg 
Facility located at 115 Po-
tomac Avenue in Peters-
burg, Grant County, West 
Virginia.  The latitude and 
longitude coordinates are:  
38.987635, -79.129432.

The applicant esti-
mates the potential to dis-
charge the following Regu-
lated Air Pollutants will be:  
PM of 100.84 tons per year 
(tpy) of which 17.41 tpy is 
fugitive, PM10 of 88.56 tpy 
of which 5.13 tpy is fugitive, 
PM2.5 of 83.95 tpy of which 
0.52 is fugitive, VOC of 
11.06 tpy, NOx of 0.00004 
tpy, CO of 0.001 tpy, and 

total HAPs of 6.37 tpy.
The facility is opera-

tional and will begin oper-
ating under the permit upon 
issuance of the permit.  
Written comments will be 
received by the West Vir-
ginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Divi-
sion of Air Quality, 601 57th 
Street, SE, Charleston, WV  
25304, for at least 30 cal-
endar days from the date 
of publication of this notice. 
Written comments will also 
be received via email at 
DEPAirQualityPermitting@
WV.gov.

Any questions regard-
ing this permit application 
should be directed to the 
DAQ at (304) 9260499, 
extension 41281, during 
normal business hours.

Dated this the 26th day 
of December 2023.
By: Adell Polymers, Inc.

Chuck Kesner
Plant Manager

115 Potomac Avenue
Petersburg, 

West Virginia  26847
12/26 ________________

NOTICE OF REQUEST 
FOR ENGINEERING 

PROPOSAL
The Grant County Pub-

lic Service District, Grant 
County, West Virginia, is 
in the process of obtaining 
engineering services to de-
velop, design, and provide 

construction administration 
and resident project repre-
sentation for the replace-
ment and removal of a 
100,000-gallon water with 
a 200,000-300,000-gallon 
tank.   

Professional services 
will include (1) preparation 
of bidding and contracting 
documents, (2) partici-
pation in the evaluation 
of bids received, and (3) 
monitoring and inspection 
of construction activities 
to ensure compliance with 
plans and specifi cations.  
Procurement of said ser-
vices shall be in accor-
dance with Chapter 5G of 
the Code of West Virginia.  
Contracts are to be award-
ed on a fi xed fee basis.  All 
consultants interested in 
being considered for this 
project must submit a pro-
posal detailing qualifi ca-
tions, technical expertise, 
management/staffi ng ca-
pabilities and related prior 
experience.  

The aim of the compet-
itive process is to objective-
ly select the fi rm who will 
provide the highest quality 
of service at a realistic fee.   
Accordingly technical qual-
ifi cations and experience 
will be weighed heavily.  
Selected respondents will 
be interviewed, and the 
fi rm judged most qualifi ed 

will be asked to prepare a 
fi nal proposal which would 
include fees for said ser-
vices.  

Please submit all re-
quested information no lat-
er than 4:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
January 9, 2024, to Kim 
Ruddle, Region 8 Planning 
and Development Coun-
cil, 131 Providence Lane, 
Petersburg, West Virginia 
26847.  Interested fi rms 
should go to the Region 
8 PDC website at https://
www.regioneight.org/pro-
posal-format , for a copy of 
the proposal format.   

Attention is directed 
to the fact that the Public 
Service District will under-
take the project with State 
and Federal funds.  The 
selected fi rm will be re-
quired to comply with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Executive Order 
11246, Section 109 of the 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act of 1974, Sec-
tion 3 of the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 
1968, Confl ict of Interest 
Statement and Access to 
records provisions and 
all other requirements as 

related to federally funded 
projects.  

The Public Service 
District will afford full op-
portunity for minority/dis-
advantaged business en-
terprises to submit a show 
of interest in response to 
this invitation and will not 
discriminate against any 
interested fi rm or individu-
al on the grounds of race, 
color, creed, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, 
handicap, or national origin 
in the contract award.

Jerry Ours, President
12/26-1/2 ____________

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE 

CITY OF PETERSBURG 
NOTE ORDINANCE 
A public hearing will 

be held on the following 
entitled Ordinance at a 
regular meeting of the 
Council of the City of Pe-
tersburg (the “City”) to be 
held on Monday, January 
8, 2024, at 6:00 pm at the 
City of Petersburg Council 
Chambers, Petersburg, 
West Virginia, and at such 
hearing any person inter-
ested may appear before 
the City and present pro-

tests, and all protests and 
suggestions shall be heard 
by the City and it shall then 
take such actions as it shall 
deem proper in the prem-
ises upon an Ordinance 
entitled:

ORDINANCE AUTHO-
RIZING THE DESIGN 
AND OTHER PRE-CON-
STRUCTION SERVICES 
FOR THE ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION AND 
EQUIPPING OF ADDI-
TIONS, BETTERMENTS, 
IMPROVEMENTS AND 
EXTENSIONS TO THE 
EXISTING PUBLIC WA-
TERWORKS SYSTEM OF 
THE CITY OF PETERS-
BURG AND TEMPORAR-
ILY FINANCING OF THE 
COST THEREOF, NOT 
OTHERWISE PROVIDED, 
AND PAYING COSTS OF 
ISSUANCE AND RELAT-
ED COSTS, THROUGH 
THE ISSUANCE OF THE 
WATER DESIGN BOND 
ANTICIPATION NOTE, 
SERIES 2024 (BANK 
QUALIFIED) OF THE CITY 
OF PETERSBURG IN 
THE AGGREGATE PRIN-
CIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT 

MORE THAN $1,250,000; 
PROVIDING FOR THE 
RIGHTS AND REMEDIES 
OF, AND THE SECURITY 
FOR, THE REGISTERED 
OWNER OF SUCH NOTE; 
AUTHORIZING THE EXE-
CUTION AND DELIVERY 
OF A TAX CERTIFICATE, A 
TAX COMPLIANCE POL-
ICY AND OTHER DOCU-
MENTS; AUTHORIZING 
THE SALE AND PROVID-
ING FOR THE TERMS 
AND PROVISIONS OF 
SUCH NOTE AND ADOPT-
ING OTHER PROVISIONS 
RELATING THERETO.    

  The above quoted title 
of the Ordinance describes 
generally the contents 
thereof and the purposes 
of the Notes contemplated 
thereby.  The City contem-
plates the issuance of the 
Notes described in the Or-
dinance.  The proceeds of 
the Notes will be used to (i) 
temporarily pay the costs 
of design of, and other 
pre-construction costs for, 
the Project as defi ned in 
the Ordinance; and (ii) pay 
certain costs of issuance 
of the Notes and related 

costs.  The Note is payable 
solely from and secured by 
the proceeds of water rev-
enue bonds or other obli-
gations issued subsequent 
to the Series 2024 Note
and secured by a fi rst lien 
on Surplus Revenues to be 
derived from the operation 
of the Water System of 
the City.  No taxes may at
any time be levied for the 
payment of the Note or the 
interest thereon.

The above-entitled Or-
dinance was adopted by 
the Council of the City of 
Petersburg on December 
11, 2023.  A certifi ed copy 
of the above entitled Or-
dinance is on fi le with the 
City for review by interest-
ed parties during regular 
offi ce hours.

Following the public 
hearing, the City intends to 
enact the Ordinance upon 
fi nal reading.

Roxane Nelson
City Administrator

12/19-12/26 ___________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 

an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

SERVICES:
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________

Need help in chicken hous-
es or on the farm? Call 681-
231-1919.
12/12-12/26f __________
Cleaning services: 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-
als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509, 
credit cards accepted.
9/12tfn ______________
MISCELLANEOUS:
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
12/26p _______________

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
12/26p _______________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
12/26p _______________
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
12/26p _______________

CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
12/26p _______________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
12/26p _______________
FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-833-317-1335
12/26p _______________

SWITCH TO DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
736-4350
12/26p _______________
HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment.  
12/26p _______________
ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
12/26p _______________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
12/26p _______________

UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
12/26p _______________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
12/26p _______________

EMPLOYMENT:
Class A or B drivers. Top 
Pay - $32/hr. based upon 
abilities plus benefi ts. Call 
304-897-6650.
10/10-12/26p _________
Mechanic needed, full-time 
or part-time, call 304-257-
3784 or stop by CNC Auto-
motive Repair.
12/19-1/9p ___________
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NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Vir-
ginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person ob-
jecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publi-
cation of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, December 19, 2023
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, February 17, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  JULIE ANN SWICK
ADMINISTRATOR: ERNEST E. SWICK
 501 CORNERS RD.
 CABINS, WV 26855-8505

ESTATE NAME:  DONALD L HUFFMAN
EXECUTRIX: MARY ANN BENNETT
 3372 FRANKLIN PIKE
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8559

ESTATE NAME:  ROY ESTON KOONTZ
ADMINISTRATOR: ERMA KOONTZ
 38 RIVERVIEW DR.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-9400

ESTATE NAME:  BARBARA ELLEN KOONTZ
ADMINISTRATOR: ERMA KOONTZ
 38 RIVERVIEW DR.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-9400

ESTATE NAME:  RODNEY E HAWK
ADMINISTRATRIX: RHONDA SITES
 333 SILVERADO DR
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8818

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
14th day of December, 2023

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

12/19-12/26 ____________________________________

PUBLIC NOTICE and PUBLIC HEARING
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water and Waste Management

601 57th Street SE
Charleston, WV 25304

Telephone: (304) 926-0495
Fax: (304) 926-0463

GENERAL WV/NPDES WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT
STORMWATER ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

WV/NPDES PERMIT NO. WV0115924
The State of West Virginia, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water 

and Waste Management is proposing to reissue the West Virginia National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (NPDES) General Water Pollution Control Permit for Stormwater 
Associated with Construction Activities. The General Permit will authorize discharges to 
surface waters of the state for land disturbance operations during development of residen-
tial, commercial, or industrial sites. It is proposed that this General Permit be issued for a 
fi ve (5) year term.

The Director of the Division of Water and Waste Management retains the authority to 
require any owner/operator to apply for and obtain an individual WV/NPDES Permit. This 
authority will be exercised when the Director determines that such an individual permit will 
better protect the receiving water.

The Draft Permit and Fact Sheet are available on the WVDEP website at: https://dep.
wv.gov/wwe/programs/stormwater/csw/pages/home.aspx. Hard copies can be mailed upon 
request.

A virtual public hearing has been scheduled to take offi cial comments on the Draft Gen-
eral Permit. The hearing has been scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. on Monday, January 29, 2024. 
Pre-registration for the hearing is required. To register, please complete the registration 
form at: https://forms.gle/wHwSWyqJ9sYjaVQN8 or call Terry Fletcher at 304-926-0499 ext. 
49720 by 5 p.m. the day of the hearing. Registrants will receive a separate email with the link 
and call-in number for the virtual hearing once the registration deadline passes.

Any person may submit oral or written statements concerning the Draft General Permit; 
however, reasonable limits may be set upon the time allowed for oral statements at the 
hearing. Written comments on the Draft General Permit can be submitted via email to DEP.
Comments@wv.gov or regular mail to:

Director 
Division of Water and Waste Management 

601 57th Street SE 
Charleston, WV 25304 

Attention: Sharon Mullins
Phone: (304) 926-0499, Extension 43808

E-mail: sharon.a.mullins@wv.gov
The comment period closes at the conclusion of the virtual hearing. All comments sub-

mitted by this time, including those provided at the hearing, will be added to the offi cial 
record for the Draft General Permit and considered by the agency.

For more information, contact Sharon Mullins at the email address or phone number 
listed above. Hearing impaired individuals having access to a Telecommunication Device 
for the Deaf (TDD) may contact our agency by calling (304) 926-0489. Calls must be made 
between 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p. m. Monday through Friday.
12/26 __________________________________________________________________



 Join Us for Worship
 Lahmansville 

 United Methodist
 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Patterson 
 Creek Road, Lahmansville; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m.; worship every first 
 and third Sunday at 11 a.m.

 Landmark Holiness 
 Tabernacle

 Pastor Wendell L. Everett; Pat-
 terson Creek Road, Arthur; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday 
 evening service 6 p.m., 
 Wednesday service 7 p.m. 

 Lighthouse 
 Community Church

 Rt. 42 south, Maysville; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., evening worship 
 6:30 p.m.

 Living Hope 
 Baptist Church

 Pastor Matt Smith; Veach St., 
 Petersburg. Sunday school 9:30 -
 10:30 a.m., worship 10:45 a.m., 
 Wednesday Bible study 6:30 p.m.

 Locust Grove 
 Church

 Pastor Kevin Staggs; Bismarck Rd. 
 off Rt. 93/50, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m.

 Love Christian Assembly
 Rev. Edward and DixieLee Murray; 
 3 miles north of Petersburg on Rt. 
 220; Sunday worship 10 a.m., 
 evening worship 7, Wed. 7 p.m.

 Main Street United 
 Methodist

 Pastor Cheryl George; 102 North 
 Main St., Petersburg. Services at 
 11 a.m. on YouTube, Facebook or 
 in person (when available).

 Maysville 
 Bible Brethren

 Pastor Lynn Durbin; Rt. 42 south, 
 Maysville; Sunday school 9:45 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Sunday 
 evening 6 p.m., Wed. Bible study 
 and prayer meeting 6:30 p.m.

 Maysville United 
 Methodist

 Rev. Joseph Gerstell; Rt. 42/ 
 Cemetery Rd., Maysville; Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m.; Sunday school 11 
 a.m.; Bible study Tues., 7 p.m.

 Memorial Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Shawn Champ; Highland 
 Ave., Petersburg; Sunday school 
 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m.

 Mount Carmel 
 Church

 Dreama Kelly, Minister; Patterson 
 Creek Rd., Arthur; Sunday 
 worship 8:45 a.m., Sunday school 
 9:45 a.m.

 Mount Hebron 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Ridge Rd., 
 Petersburg; worship every Sunday 
 at 10 a.m., Sunday school 11 a.m. 

 Mount Storm 
 Presbyterian 

 Rt. 50 east, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 10 
 a.m.

 Mount Storm 
 United Methodist

 Rt. 50 east, Mt. Storm; Sunday 
 school 9 a.m., Sunday worship 10 
 a.m.

 North Fork 
 Mennonite

 David Miller, Pastor; Sunrise 
 Drive, 2/10 mile on right, 
 Petersburg. Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., fourth 
 Sunday evening 6 p.m., prayer 
 meeting and Bible study first & 
 third  Wednesday at 7 p.m.

 North Mill Creek 
 Baptist Church

 North Mill Creek Rd., Dorcas; 

 Sunday school 9:30 a.m., worship 

 10:45 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 

 p.m.

 Oakdale Christian 
 Church

 Pastor Lynn Rohrbaugh, Rig Road, 

 Rig; Sunday school 10 a.m., 

 worship 11 a.m. p.m., Wednesday 

 prayer and Bible study 7 p.m.

 Oak Dale Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Randy Cosner; Rt. 93, 

 Scherr; Sunday worship 9:45 a.m., 

 Sunday school 11 a.m.

 Otterbein 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Mark Sprouse; Jordan Run 

 Rd. & Rt. 42, Maysville; Worship 

 every Sunday 9 a.m., Sunday 

 school 10 a.m. 

 Petersburg 
 Church of God

 Pastors Stephen & Yvette Noel; 

 Myrtle Ave., Petersburg; Sunday 

 school 9:30 a.m., morning worship 

 and Kid’s Zone 10:30 a.m.,  

 Wednesday FTH 7 p.m.

 Petersburg 
 Presbyterian Church

 Rev. Kevin Channell; North Main 

 St., Petersburg; Sunday worship 11 

 a.m.

 Potomac Valley 
 Baptist Church 

 Pastor Ted Anderson; Rt. 42 south, 

 Maysville; Sunday school 10 a.m., 

 worship 11 a.m., evening worship 6 

 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

 Rig Assembly of God 
 Pastor Bradley Taylor; Rig Road; 

 Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday 

 evening 6 p.m., Wednesday prayer 

 and Bible study 6:30 p.m.

 Riverside Church
 Pastor Tommy George; Rts. 28/55, 

 Dolly Town Road, Cabins; Sunday 

 school 10:30 a.m., evening service 

 6:30 p.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 Rough Run Church 
 Pastor Randy Mongold; South Mill 

 Creek Rd., Dorcas. Sunday school 

 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 

 Wednesday prayer meeting / Bible 

 study 7 p.m.

 South Branch 
 Baptist Church

 Pastor Matt Perrine; 496 Veterans 

 Lane, Petersburg. Sunday services 

 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday 

 prayer and Bible study 7 p.m.

 South Mill Creek 
 Church of the Brethren

 Pastor Bill Johnson; South Mill 

 Creek Road near Mozer; Sunday 

 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m. 

 first four Sundays.

 Spirit of Life Church
 Pastor Brian Hipp; Rt. 28/55 west, 

 Petersburg; Sunday worship 11 

 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m., 

 Wednesday 6 p.m.

 St. John’s 
 United Methodist 

 Pastor David Webb; Rt. 220 south, 

 Petersburg; Sunday school first and 

 third Sundays 11 a.m., second, 

 fourth and fifth Sundays 10 a.m. 

 Worship first and third Sundays 10 

 a.m. & second Sunday 11:15 a.m.

 St. Mary’s Catholic 
 Church

 Fr. Dan Pisano; Grant St., Peters-

 burg; Sunday mass 10 a.m. Daily 

 mass Wednesday at noon.

 St. Paul United 
 Methodist

 Pastor Cheryl George; Patterson 

 Creek Rd., Lahmansville; worship 

 9:30 a.m. every Sunday.

 PETERSBURG
 SHOP N SAVE 
 304-257-2988

 442 Virginia Avenue

 CLINE’S 
 APPLIANCES & FURNITURE
 17 S. Main, Petersburg 

 304-257-1033 
 GE & Maytag, Home 

 Furnishings

 BASAGIC 
 FUNERAL HOME

 Junction Rts. 42 & 28
 Petersburg  

 304-257-1511

 POTOMAC VALLEY 
 TRANSIT AUTHORITY

 185 Providence Lane 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1414

 JUDY’S DRUG 
 STORE

 24 North Main Street 
 Petersburg

 304-257-1044

 GOLDEN LANES
 Bowling, Leagues, 

 Snack Bar, Pool, Games
 Potomac Ave., 

 Petersburg  
 304-257-1770

 MARTIN’S 
 ELECTRIC

 423 Virginia Avenue 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1707

 MIKE’S AUTO SALES
 Keyser Ave., Petersburg

 304-257-2300 
 Mike VanMeter, owner 

 Great Selection of 
 Vehicles 

 HARTMAN’S 
 GAS & GO SUNOCO

 428 Keyser Avenue
 Petersburg

 304-257-9300

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 304-257-2580

 We take the “dents”
  out of accidents!

 GRANT COUNTY 
 PRESS

 South Main, Petersburg
 304-257-1844

 grantcountypress.com
 Advertising & Printing

 PEDDLER’S 
 CROSSING

 122 South Main St.
 Petersburg  

 304-257-9282

 PULMONARY 
 ASSOCIATES

 Home Medical Equipment
 Keyser Ave., 
 Petersburg  

 304-257-9758

 PETERSBURG 
 ELECTRONICS 
 R ADIO SH ACK
 131 Keyser Ave., 

 Petersburg 
 304-257-4577

 DETTINBURN 
 TRANSPORT
 Route 55 West 

 Petersburg    
 304-257-1111

 SCHAEFFER 
 FUNERAL HOME
 11 North Main St., 

 Petersburg 
 304-257-4040

 KIMBLE FAMILY 
 DENTISTRY

 211 Virginia Ave., 
 Petersburg  

 304-257-1759 
 By appointment

 KIMBLE 
 CONSTRUCTION

 Petersburg
 304-257-1356  

 Dale Kimble, Owner    
 WV#001647

 MID ATLANTIC 
 GROUP

 Insurance
 6 Mt. View St., 

 Petersburg    
 304-257-4616

 FREEDOM AG 
 & ENERGY

 Feed, Seed, Fertilizer, LP Gas

 15 Potomac Ave., 
 Petersburg 

 304-257-1771 

 COUNTRY CARS 
 & TRUCKS

 Cars, Trucks, SUVs
 408 Keyser Ave., 

 Petersburg
 304-257-4114

 FOX’S PIZZA DEN
 Charley Biggs’ Chicken 

 Pizza, Subs, etc.
 508 Keyser Ave., 

 Petersburg  
 304-257-4342

 WEAVER’S MARKET
 Discount Groceries,

 Bulk Food, Deli
 Route 42 North, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-4995
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 PETERSBURG 
 BLOCKS, INC.
 Keyser Avenue, 

 Petersburg  
 304-257-4848

 HUFFMAN LOGGING
 3 miles south of 

 Petersburg 
 on Route 220     
 304-257-4105

 If there are changes to 

 any church listing, 

 call 304-257-1844 or email 

 news@grantcountypress.com

 Cornerstone Family 
 Fellowship

 Pastor “PJ” Landis; 1 mile north of 
 Petersburg on Rt. 42. Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m.  

 Crossroads 
 Community Church

 Pastor Charles Lomasney; 8013 
 Lunice Creek Hwy/Rt. 42 S., 
 Maysville. Sunday worship 10 a.m.

 Davis Baptist Church
 Rev. Paul Donaldson; Jordan Run 
 Rd., Maysville; worship first and 
 third Sundays 6 p.m.

 Dorcas Baptist Church
 Pastor Steve Davis, South Mill 
 Creek Rd., Dorcas; Sunday 
 worship 9 a.m., Sunday school 10 
 a.m.; Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Elkhorn Chapel
 Pastor Glenn A. Vance Jr.; 
 Elkhorn Road, Dorcas. Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m., Thursday Bible 
 study 6:30 p.m.

 Emoryville 
 United Methodist

 Hartmansville Rd; Sunday school 
 10:30 a.m., worship 11:15 a.m.

 Faith Assembly of God
 Pastors Mark and Debbie Nicol; 
 Rts. 28/55, Petersburg; Sunday 
 worship 10 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study 6:30 p.m.

 Falls Assembly of God
 Pastor Matthew Noe; 5 miles off 
 Rt. 42 on Knobley Road; Sunday 
 morning 10 a.m., evening wor-
 ship 6:30 p.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 First Baptist Church
 Lead Pastor Shannon Earle, 
 Associate Pastor Frank Ketter-
 man. Virginia Ave., Petersburg. 
 Sunday school 9 a.m., worship 10 
 a.m., Sunday youth 6 p.m., 
 Wednesday senior youth 6 p.m. 
 and Bible study 6:30 p.m. 
 Saturday men’s Bible study 7 a.m. 
 and Bible study 6:30 p.m.

 Gordon Chapel 
 United Methodist 

 Pastor Dave Webb; off Rt. 220, 
 Landes; Sunday school first & 
 third Sundays 10 a.m., other  
 Sundays 9:30 a.m.; worship first & 
 third Sundays 9 a.m.

 Grace Lutheran 
 Church

 5 Pine St., Petersburg; Sunday 
 school 9:30 a.m., worship 10:30 
 a.m.

 Grove Street 
 United Methodist

 Pastor Robert Baer Jr.; Grove St., 
 Petersburg; Sunday worship 9:30 
 a.m., Sunday school 10:45 a.m., 
 Wednesday prayer and share 
 group 6 p.m.

 Hedrick Chapel 
 Church

 South Mill Creek Rd., Rough Run; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m. and 
 worship 11 a.m.

 Harmony Baptist 
 Church

 Pastor Gary Crislip; 713 Country  
 Road, Maysville; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Wed-
 nesday Bible study 7:30 p.m.

 Hillside Chapel
 One mile south of Petersburg on 
 Rt. 220;  Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m., Wednesday, 7 
 p.m.

 Jordan Run Union 
 Church

 Pastor Rick Bergdoll; Jordan Run 
 Rd., Maysville; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., morning worship 11 a.m.

 Knobley Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Roger Leatherman; 8 mi. 
 south of Rt. 50 on Knobley Rd.; 
 Sunday school 9:30 a.m., worship 
 10:30 a.m., Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Antioch Church of God
 Rev. Johnny Goldizen; 12 miles on 
 Knobley Rd. from Maysville; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., worship 11 
 a.m., evening worship 6 p.m., 
 Wed. Bible study 7 p.m.

 Bayard Church of God
 Pastor Joey Thomas; Spruce  St., 
 Bayard; Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m., evening worship 
 6:30 p.m., Wednesday family 
 training hour, 7 p.m.

 Bayard United Methodist
 Rt. 90, Bayard; Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11:15 a.m., Tuesday 
 Bible study 7 p.m.

 Believers Mennonite 
 Fellowship

 Pastor Robert Weaver; Marvins 
 Chapel, Fish Hatchery Rd. Sunday 
 school 10 a.m., worship 11 a.m., 
 Wed. prayer and Bible study 7:30 
 p.m. Fourth Sunday 7 p.m., third 
 Wed. service at Grant Rehab and 
 Care Center 6:15 p.m.

 Bethel Church 
 Pastor Brian Henson; Rt. 220 south 
 of Petersburg. Sunday morning 
 worship 9:30 a.m., Sunday school 
 11 a.m., Wednesday 7 p.m.

 Bethel Pentecostal 
 Church

 Three miles south of Petersburg on 
 Rt. 220; Sunday school 10:30 a.m., 
 worship 6:30 p.m. and Thursday 
 worship 7:30 p.m.

 Brake Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Craig A. Howard; North Mill 
 Creek Rd. at the twin bridges, 
 Dorcas; Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
 worship & children’s church 10:30 
 a.m. Live streamed on Facebook at 
 Brake Covenant Brethren Church. 
 Tuesday Zoom Bible study, senior 
 and junior youth. Morning 
 devotions Monday - Friday on 
 Facebook.  www.brakecbc.com

 Brick Covenant 
 Brethren Church

 Pastor Randy Cosner; Rt. 42 north, 
 Maysville; Sunday school 10 a.m., 
 worship 11 a.m. Tuesday family 
 night at 6:30 p.m. 

 Brushy Run 
 Church of God

 Pastor Phillip Marcum; U.S. Rt. 220 
 15 miles south of Petersburg; 
 Sunday school 10 a.m., worship 11 
 a.m. and 7 p.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study and prayer meeting 7 p.m.

 Cabins Assembly of God
 Rev. Coleman Clark, Rts. 28/55, 
 Cabins; Sunday school 10:30 a.m., 
 worship 6  p.m., Wednesday Bible 
 study 7 p.m.

 Calvary Temple
 Pastors Eric & Gloria Georg, Rt. 50 
 west, Mt. Storm, Sunday school 10 
 a.m., worship 11 a.m.and 7 p.m., 
 Monday choir practice 7 p.m., 
 Wednesday service 7 p.m.

 The Church of Jesus Christ 
 of Latter-day Saints

 Bishop James D. Kimble; Valley 
 View St., Petersburg; sacrament 
 meeting 9-10 a.m.; children’s 
 primary 10:10-11 a.m.; Sunday 
 school 1st and 3rd Sundays; 
 priesthood quorums and relief 
 society 2nd and 4th Sundays; 5th 
 Sundays - combined meetings.

 Church of the 
 Lord Jesus Christ

 Pastor Calvin Redman; 1 Hyre 
 Ave., Petersburg; Sunday worship 
 10 a.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m.

 Corner 
 United Methodist

 Rev. Joseph Gerstell; Rts. 28/55, 
 Cabins; Sunday school 10 a.m. 
 Worship at 11:15 a.m. Bible study 
 Wednesday 6:30 p.m.

 Create in me a pure heart, 
 O God, and renew a steadfast 

 spirit within me.
 Psalm 51:10

 At the start of each day, help us to recognize you above all else. Enlighten the 
 eyes of our heart that we might see you, and notice how you’re at work 
 through our lives. Give us the wisdom to make the best choices, fill us with a 
 desire to seek after you more than anything else in this world. Let your Spirit 
 and power breathe in us, through us, again, fresh and new. Thank you that 
 you are greater than anything we may face in our day. Thank you that your 
 presence goes with us and that your joy is never dependent on our 
 circumstances, but it is our true and lasting strength, no matter what we’re 
 up against. We ask that your peace lead us, that it would guard our hearts 
 and minds in you. We ask for your grace to cover our lives this day. We love 
 you Lord...we need you. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”                    - Debbie McDaniel

 Prayer for the New Year

 CHARLES GOLDIZEN 
 ELECTRIC INC .

 5734 Franklin Pike
 Petersburg, WV

 304-257-1059
 Water Pump, Furnace Repair Service
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DEAR PAWS: This 
Christmas, we planned to 
get a puppy, but it is too 
young to leave its mother 

yet. 
Instead of revealing the 

puppy on Christmas Day, 
we wrapped a big box that 
had a little note in it from 
Santa saying that a new 
puppy will arrive soon, and 
to write down their ideas 
for a name on the back of 
the card. 

Do you have any tips 
on how we can prepare the 
house for the puppy’s arriv-
al in a few weeks? 

  -- Chet in Boise, Idaho

DEAR Chet: First, ku-
dos to you for handling the 

Christmas announcement 
so well! That’s a great way 
to surprise the kids during 
the gift-opening while not 
having to supervise a pup-
py who has no idea what is 
going on. 

And keeping the puppy 
with its mother until it’s at 
least 8 to 12 weeks old is so 
important.

Involving the kids in 
preparation for the puppy’s 
arrival is important. 

Explain to them that 
puppies like to explore -- 
often with their teeth. So 
they need to put away their 

toys, clothing and anything 
that they don’t want to get 
chewed up. 

Puppies can also get into 
foods and cleaning items 
that can be dangerous or 
deadly for them, so those 
items need to be lifted off 
the fl oor or removed from 
the house’s common areas 
entirely.

Talk to them about how 
they can help train the new 
puppy. This will prepare 
them for how to handle, 
talk to and correct the pup-
py from the fi rst day of its 
arrival.

Congratulations on the 
new family member! It 
sounds like you’re doing 
a great job preparing the 
family for the arrival, and 
that’ll make things so much 
easier for a new pup.

How did you help your 
kids adjust to a new pet? 
Tell us about it at ask@
pawscorner.com.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN &
PUZZLES

ACTIVITIES
ARRIVAL

BARTENDER
BEVERAGES

CHAFING DISHES
CHARGERS
ENTERTAIN

FOOD
GIFT

GUEST LIST
HOME

HOSTING
INVITE

ITINERARY
MENU
MUSIC

OVERNIGHT
PARTY

PLANNING
PLAYLIST

RECEPTION
RSVP
VALET

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

Prepare Your 
Home for New 

Puppy

Why did Dracula pass out 
on New Year’s Eve? 
There was a count down.
V V V V V V 

A phone and a fi rework 
were arrested on New 
Year’s. One was charged, 
the other was let off.
V V V V V V 

What was the caterpillar’s 
New Year’s resolution? 
To turn over a new leaf.

DAD JOKES
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On Dec. 16, Civil Air 
Patrol’s Potomac High-
lands Composite Squadron 
spent the day honoring our 
local fallen soldiers at Ma-
ple Hill Cemetery in Pe-
tersburg. 

The wreaths that were 
laid upon the graves of the 
brave were sponsored by 
local residents, communi-
ties and organizations. 

The event was made 
possible through the do-
nations, time and partic-
ipation of many to help 
National Wreaths Across 
America Day happen in Pe-
tersburg. The efforts given 
forth to show honor and re-
membrance of the fallen is 
just a portion of what was 
given by U.S. veterans.  

The Civil Air Patrol’s 
Wreaths Across America 
program began in 2006 as 
an assistant to the Arling-
ton National Cemetery 
wreath project, which be-
gan in 1992. 

CAP’s goal in Wreaths 
Across America is to hon-
or the sacrifi ces of veter-
ans and to attract local and 
national publicity for Civil 
Air Patrol. 

The local squadron’s 
participation brings the 
hope of community aware-

ness of both CAP and 
WAA. This year, PHCS 
was able to lay 124 wreaths 
upon veteran graves at Ma-
ple Hill Cemetery. Eight 
additional wreaths are 
hanging at the cemetery’s 
entrance, honoring all mil-
itary branches. 

The local small squad-
ron and community are just 
another part of a tremen-
dous program. This year, 
alone, included more than 

3 million volunteers donat-
ing their time and effort in 
laying tens of thousands of 
wreaths. 

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica’s theme this year is 
“REMEMBER the fallen, 
HONOR those that serve 
and their families, and 
TEACH the next genera-
tion about the value of free-
dom.” Each following year, 
Wreaths Across America 
numbers rise; and they 

hope to double these num-
bers next year. With the 
help of our family, friends 
and community, Potomac 
Highlands Composite 
Squadron believes that is 
possible. 

If anyone would like 
to fi nd out more informa-
tion about the local squad-
ron, you contact them at 
WV114.cap.gov. 

Petersburg’s Potomac Highlands Composite 
Squadron takes part in National Wreaths 
Across America Day and honors fallen soldiers 

A local cadet hands the USMC branch wreath to a local USMC veteran to hang on 
the fence.

PHCS cadets stand behind the military branch wreaths, which are still hanging at 
the cemetery entrance gate.

A wreath leans upon a 
veteran grave at Maple 
Hill Cemetery
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