
Last week, the City of Peters-
burg announced it had received 
nearly $12,000 in returned un-
claimed property, which they 
say will be put towards facility 
improvement projects to benefi t 
the local community.

The return of the funds was 
reported during the regular-
ly scheduled Petersburg City 
Council meeting on Nov. 6, 
during which mayor Gary Mi-
chael said the funds would as-
sist in the city’s ongoing efforts 
to update community facilities. 

“It was an easy process to 
work with Regional Treasury 
Representative John Paul Ab-
bott and the state treasurer’s 
offi ce to receive the city’s un-
claimed funds,” said Michael. 
“We have been focused on 
updating community facili-
ties, such as adding a dog park 
and installing new playground 
equipment at the city park for 
families to enjoy, and we plan 
to use this money to boost our 
city’s fi nances to continue serv-
ing the residents of Petersburg.”

Both Michael and the West 
Virginia state treasurer’s offi ce 
encouraged others in the county 
to ensure they do not also have 
unclaimed property that they 

may not be aware of. According 
to the treasurer’s offi ce, they 
have more than $400 million in 
unclaimed property in its data-
base, with over 4,000 listings in 
Grant County.

“It’s always an honor to part-
ner with local government of-

fi cials to return missing funds 
that would have otherwise gone 
unclaimed,” State Treasurer Ri-
ley Moore said. “Through new 
programs such as West Virgin-
ia Cash Now and updating our 
unclaimed property online data-
base, we have made it a priority 

in my offi ce to modernize the 
process of returning lost funds 
to our citizens.”

The City of Petersburg re-
ceived an unclaimed property 

The recent Grant County 
grand jury indictments show 
that a second person has been 
charged for causing the death of 
Thomas Hedrick, who was dis-
covered dead in a family mem-
ber’s garage from an apparent 
drug overdose in March 2022. 

Luis Angel Flores, 34, of 212 
3rd St., Moorefi eld, was indict-
ed last week with one count of 
felony murder in the fi rst degree 
and one count of failing to seek 
medical assistance for another 
having an overdose while en-
gaged in the illegal use of a con-
trolled substance. 

According to the police re-
port on the incident, Hedrick’s 
death was discovered to have 
been caused by an overdose of 
fentanyl and methamphtamine, 
drugs that were allegedly sold to 
him by Jessica Lynn Metz, 32, 
of 501 Ridge St., Keyser. Metz 
was also indicted last week with 
one count of felony murder in 
the fi rst degree and failing to 
seek medical assistance for an-
other having an overdose while 
engaged in the illegal use of a 
controlled substance. 

During the investigation, of-
fi cers allege that both Metz and 

Flores were with Hedrick in 
the hours leading to his death. 
Further communications were 
discovered by the investigat-
ing offi cer via online messag-
es, with references to the drugs 
Hedrick purchased from Metz 
with Flores expressing unhap-
piness that he had bought them 
from her. During the conversa-
tion, Hedrick later says that he 
would “get what he wanted off 
of Flores” in reference to the 
purchase of future drugs. 

The indictment claims that 
Flores and Metz had been sell-
ing fentanyl, methamphetamine, 

marijuana and other illegal 
drugs to several individuals in 
the area, including Hedrick. 

The indictment concludes 
that not only were Metz and 
Flores allegedly with Hedrick 
prior to his death, they also al-
legedly sold him the drugs that 
would later claim his life. 

Other indictments handed 
down by the grand jury includ-
ed:

Christopher Lynn Grapes, 
54, of 1206 Reeves Rd., Key-
ser, was indicted on one count 
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As always, you may drop 
off your non-perishable 

donations to the 
Petersburg Interfaith Pan-

try at the Grant County 
Press. Monetary dona-

tions will also be forward-
ed to the food pantry.

Support the 
Petersburg 
Food Pantry

Proudly Serving Grant County for 127 Years

Grove Street Health Cen-
ter will provide Covid-19 
tests by appointment (call 
304-257-2451). If you have 
a positive home Covid test, 
call 304-257-4922.

Upcoming Events Second person charged with 
murder in overdose death

Students gather as the American Flag is raised during a Veterans Day ceremony hosted by the South Branch Career and Technical 
Center. For more photos of Veterans Day events around the area, see page 1B.                                      press photo

Two Virginia men are facing 
charges after allegedly being 
discovered with illegal drugs 
and a fi rearm at Maple Hill 
Cemetery in Petersburg. 

The charges stem from an 
incident late in the evening on 
September 11 when an offi cer 
with the West Virginia State 
Police Department noticed a 
suspicious vehicle with Virgin-
ia plates parked at the cemetery. 
The offi cer then pulled in behind 
the blue Toyota and approached 
from the driver’s side. While the 
vehicle was unoccupied, the of-
fi cer did note a glass container 
positioned on the driver’s seat 
with a green, leafy substance 

inside. Offi cers would note that 
the substance appeared to be 
marijuana. 

According to the police re-
port fi led on the incident, the 
offi cer then noted three subjects 
in the cemetery, one of which 
approached him and identifi ed 
herself as Bonnie Sue Shenk. 
Another offi cer from the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Department 
soon arrived at the scene to as-
sist. The two men were identi-
fi ed as William Joseph Brown, 
60, of 100 Farmview Rd., Lu-
ray, Va., and Donnie Walter Seal 
Jr., 54, of 606 6th St., Luray, Va.

Due to the suspected mari-
juana in the vehicle, a K9 offi cer 

was retrieved and conducted a 
exterior free air sniff of the ve-
hicle. During this search, the K9 
offi cer positively alerted to the 
vehicle, indicating illegal sub-
stance may be inside. 

According to the report, a 
subsequent search of the vehicle 
yielded an additional contain-
er on the passenger side fl oor, 
which was also suspected to be 
marijuana as well as a black, 
Taurus 9mm fi rearm loaded 
with 17 rounds. 

When asked who the fi re-
arm belonged to, Shenk said it 
was her son’s and that she had 

Two Virginia men charged after being 
found with drugs, fi rearm in local cemetery

See City, page 7A

City receives $12,000 from unclaimed property, 
says there are over 4,000 listings in county

See Crime, page 7A
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The lights at Welton Park 
will be turned on this week! 
See page 8A

This is the last week for 
turning your application for 
Toys for Happiness. See page 
3A

Shoebox collection week 
for Operation Christmas Child 
this week at Living Hope Bap-
tist.

Bazaar at Petersburg Me-
morial Covenant Brethren this 
Saturday. See page 3A

Frogtown Mountain Pup-
peteers, this Saturday, 7 p.m. 
at the Landes Arts center. 
Ticket required.

Free Thanksgiving dinner 
at Petersburg First Baptist 
Church. See page 6A

Churches - Don’t forget to 
send in your Christmas play 
and program dates and times. 
No charge to be listed.
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 The Region 8 Planning 
and Development Coun-
cil will meet on Thursday, 
Nov. 16, 12:30 p.m. at the 
Region 8 PDC offi ce, 131 
Providence Lane, Peters-
burg.   

Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Petersburg Ameri-
can Legion. Come join the 
group that will save our 
country. https://convention 
ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult 
Education enrolls stu-
dents for their High 
School Equivalency and 
does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 
8:30 am-12 noon. Call 304-
257-1277 to schedule or re-
quest information. 

Grant County Board 

of Education meets the 
second and fourth Tuesdays 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
at the board offi ce on Jeffer-
son Avenue.

Grant County Com-
mission meets every month 
on the second Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and the  fourth Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. in the low-
er level conference room. 
For the agenda check grant-
countywv.org

Grant County Histori-
cal Society board of direc-
tors meetings will be posted 
on the Society’s Facebook 
page. Members are wel-
come to attend. 

GMH board meetings 
are held the fourth Monday 
at 7 p.m in the administra-
tive conference room at 
Grant Memorial Hospital.

New Beginnings Com-

munity Outreach, Thurs-
day, 6-9 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church. 

Potomac Highlands 
Cancer Support Group 
for cancer patients and 
caregivers, meets the fi rst 
Monday of every month, 5 
p.m. at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, 1 Veach St., Peters-
burg. Refreshments.

Petersburg City Cou-
ncil meets the fi rst Monday 

of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall on Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at 6 p.m. every Tuesday 
at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, South Main Street 
in Petersburg. Call Wendy 
DeiCas at 304-257-2349. 
for more information.

To post meetings call 304-
257-1844 or email news@
grantcountypress.com 

Community Meetings & Events

CHEESECAKE 
IN A PIE PLATE

Recipe for crust —
1 1/2 cups crushed 

vanilla wafers
1/4 cup sugar
4 tablespoons melted 

butter 
Mix above ingredi-

ents, part into 9” pie 
plate and refrigerate.

Recipe for fi lling —
2 eggs
1/2 cup sugar
8 ounces cream cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
2 teaspoons vanilla 

Beat eggs, sugar, 

cream cheese, sour 
cream and vanilla until 
smooth. Pour into pie 
crust. Bake at 350°F for 
35 minutes or until set. 
Cool 10 minutes.

Recipe for topping —
1 cup sour cream
2 teaspoons vanilla
3/4 teaspoon rum 

fl avoring 
Beat the fi lling in-

gredients. Spread over 
cooled pie and bake for 
5 minutes in 350°F oven.

Chill for at least 4 
hours before serving.

By Camille Howard
If you’ve been packing 

Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes, don’t forget this 
is collection week at Liv-
ing Hope Baptist Church, 
just around the corner from 
the Press. They’ve been the 
dropoff location in Peters-
burg for several years.

We had our “Shoebox 
Sunday” at church this past 
weekend and broke our old 
record for boxes collected. 

All the kids came up 
front to carry out all the 
boxes to be loaded up for 
delivery. Even the “big 
kids” helped out. I’m cu-
rious to know how many 
boxes are shipped out of 
Grant County. I hope we 
beat last year’s number!

And since Christmas 
has already been men-
tioned, I’m not sure if I’m 
going to hang the massive 
amount of Christmas lights 
I usually put up. 

It’s a big project and I 
love the end results ... but 
what a job! And, my help-
er, who climbs up to the 
roofl ine, is now the proud 
owner of a knee replace-
ment so, I’m not sure hav-
ing him scale an extension 
ladder two stories up is the 
best idea. Really it’s three 
stories since we’re built 
into a hill. 

I’m no help in that de-
partment. You couldn’t pay 
me any amount of mon-
ey to climb up that ladder 
and hook up twinkle lights. 
I might be able to go up, 
but I doubt I could make it 
back down. 

There’s just no easy way 
up there, and since we now 
have a metal roof, it’s like 

climbing up a metal sliding 
board.

Do you remember the 
days when child safety 
wasn’t much of a consider-
ation when building a play-
ground? 

Some of the sliding 
boards were 8-10 feet up 
in the air, metal and had 
minimal sides to keep you 
from falling out. We used 
to ride a sheet of waxed 
paper down a few times to 
grease it up so we could fl y 
down to the bottom. More 
than once I shot off the end 
and into the ground. Worse 
than that was sliding on a 
hot summer day when the 
board was like a pancake 
griddle on high heat! 

Then there was the jun-
gle gym, the swings with 
long, long chains that you 
could take you up to the 
clouds and if you were 
brave enough to let go, 
send you fl ying across the 
playground. More than 
one kid got carried off by a 
teacher to the school nurse. 

The see-saw was fun 
but a complete machine of 
revenge and the merry-go-
round would make you diz-
zy or sick and could even 

catapault you into the dirt. 
It sounds dangerous and 

crazy, but it was so much 
fun. Makes me wonder if 
someone out there was try-
ing to decrease the popula-
tion of grade schoolers.

Given the same circum-
stances, I know plenty of 
kids today who wouldn’t 
hesistate to climb up a gi-
ant metal sliding board.

In fact, going down the 
rocket slide that used to 
be over in the City Park 
was a real life “fear factor” 
moment for a lot of kids. 

Making it down to the bot-
tom was a point of pride 
and gave them playground 
cred.

I rode that crazy thing 
down several times hang-
ing onto my daughter until 
she was brave enough to 
do it herself (which didn’t 
take long). More than once 
I burned my elbows on the 
way down.

There’s nothing like 
conquering the playground 
to prepare a kid for the next 
big thing ... learning to ride 
a bike! That’s something 
that can actually scar you 
for life (mostly knees and 
elbows).

••••••••
Last week, Billy Rig-

gleman of Martinsburg, 
stopped by the offi ce to 
drop off his cheesecake 
recipe. He noted that one 
of the differences in this 
recipe is the topping: a rum 
fl avor instead of the usual 
fruit topping. 

Have a great week!

Region 8 PDC requests 
help identifying natural 
hazards in the region

 The Region 8 PDC is 
updating the regional Haz-
ard Mitigation Plan which 
identifi es natural hazards 
that negatively impact the 

region like the horrible 
Election Day fl ood of 1985. 

Please take fi ve minutes 
to complete the short sur-
vey and give your thoughts 
on natural hazards within 
the region. There are no 
right or wrong answers and 
all responses are anony-
mous. 

Utilize the QR Code or 
go to the survey at https://
forms.gle/Y26owJbFLpvb-
WiKF7 to access the sur-
vey. 

The survey link is also 
included on the homepage 
of Region 8 PDC’s website 
at www.regioneight.org

ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES ON PAGE 5B
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FFA degrees awarded at nat’l convention

During the fi rst week of November, at the 96th Nation-
al FFA Convention and Expo, three former Petersburg 
High School students received their American Degree. 
Hannah Moyers (Class of 2020) and Cody Kline and 
Tristin Miller (Class of 2021). Also receiving an Hon-
orary American Degree was Mrs. Missy Whetzel, Pe-

tersburg High School FFA /AG teacher. Less than 1% 
of FFA members complete their American FFA Degree, 
making it one of the National FFA Organization’s high-
est honors. The National FFA Constitution details cri-
teria and requirements for the American FFA Degree.

Alonzo Ours honored 
on 90th birthday

Family and friends 
joined Nov. 4, at the North 
Fork Ruritan Club to cel-
ebrate Alonzo Ours’ 90th 
birthday, The party was 
hosted by his wife, Barbara 
and his sisters.

Ours was recognized as 
being a man of integrity, 
with a wonderful sense of 
humor, kind, generous and 
having made a very pos-
itive impact on countless 

lives.
All four of his children 

were present: Crystal Ours, 
Alonna and Jerry Mussel-
man, Wesley and Stacy 
Ours and John and Natalie 
Ours, along with all his 
grandchildren.

Ours, formerly of Cab-
ins, is the owner and opera-
tor of a commercial roofi ng 
business in northern Vir-
ginia.

Grant Memorial Hospi-
tal is the latest WVU Medi-
cine facility to benefi t from 
an enterprise technology 
transition.  

After several months 
of preparation, the hospi-
tal and associated clinics 
successfully went live on 
November 1 with Epic and 
WorkDay, the anchor soft-
ware platforms of a 40-ap-
plication implementation.

The transition includes a 
state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and hardware overhaul 
to support the multiple soft-
ware transitions. 

The Epic technology 
promotes continuity of care 
for patients within the com-
munity and throughout the 
healthcare system, while 
the WorkDay platform of-
fers top-of-the-line soft-
ware for human resources, 
fi nance, and supply chain.

Epic, the new electronic 
medical record (EMR) now 
at Grant Memorial, will 
provide many benefi ts, in-
cluding:

• Improved quality of 
patient care

• One integrated medical 
record across all health sys-
tem operations; physicians 
who have access to Epic 
will be able to view health 
data from the hospital 

• MyWVUChart patient 
portal, allows patients in-
depth, more convenient 
access to their medical re-
cords

To keep with the beauti-
ful surrounds of the region, 
Grant Memorial promoted 
a theme of “Our Epic Ad-
venture – the Best View 
Comes After the Climb”, 
during their transition to the 
new software platforms.

While the technical im-
plementation has been re-
fi ned to a repeatable and 
scalable process, opera-
tions and staff undergo a 
signifi cant change during 
the transition. 

Grant Memorial staff 
demonstrated aptitude and 
resilience to move the proj-
ect successfully across the 
fi nish line.  They celebrated 
with Rocky, their mascot, 
themed t-shirts, make your 
own trail mix treats, a choc-
olate fountain, ice cream 
sundaes, muffi ns provided 
by the hospital’s auxiliary, 
and many other activities to 
keep staff motivated.

Elaine Geroski, AVP of 
Patient Services, GMH, said 
the GMH and WVU In-
formation Technology (IT) 

team was “a fi ne oiled ma-
chine.” Melissa Williams, 
WVU IT team member, 
said she had been part of 
several go-lives but nev-
er one as successful as this 
one.  

“We are doing every-
thing possible to ensure the 
transition to Epic is seam-
less for patients,” John Syl-
via, President and CEO of 
Grant Memorial Hospital, 
added. 

“I want to thank our 
staff, our physicians, and 
our patients for their un-

derstanding and support 
as we strive to keep Grant 
Memorial Hospital at the 
forefront of health informa-
tion technology and quality 
care.”

Grant Memorial Hospital transitions to 
new electronic medical record

GMH staff members Diana Reel, Jaden Redman and Felisha Oates



By Caity Coyne
West Virginia Watch
The West Virginia First 

Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-
profi t organization founded 
earlier this year to distrib-
ute money from the state’s 
ongoing opioid litigation, 
is offi cially up and running 
after members convened 
for the fi rst time on Mon-
day, Nov. 6.

The organization is still 
without an executive direc-
tor, but Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey — who 
will eventually select the 
person to fi ll the role af-
ter consulting with the 
11-member board of direc-
tors — said during a news 
briefi ng Monday afternoon 
that people can expect de-
velopments from the foun-
dation to come relatively 
quickly over the next few 
months.

“Rest assured, we will 
make announcements as 
they become available,” 
Morrisey told reporters.

The morning portion of 
Monday’s day-long foun-
dation meeting — which 
was open to the public until 
members entered an execu-
tive session around lunch-
time — dealt mostly with 
the logistics of operating 
the nonprofi t.

While dealing with pub-
lic funds, the nonprofi t is 
completely separate from 
the state. Board mem-
bers voted unanimously 
on Monday to elect the 
following individuals to 
leadership positions on the 
board:

Chair: Matt Harvey, Jef-
ferson County prosecuting 
attorney

Vice chair: Dr. Matt 
Christiansen, state health 
offi cer and commissioner 
for the Bureau for Public 
Health

Treasurer: Jeff Sandy, 
former cabinet secretary 
for the state Department of 
Homeland Security

Secretary: Dora Stutler, 
Harrison County Schools 
superintendent

The 11 initial members 
of the board will serve 
staggered terms spanning 
from one to three years that 
were chosen at random on 
Monday. Following the ex-
piration of their fi rst term, 
all subsequent members 
will serve three year terms.

All directors on the 
foundation’s board are 
working without compen-
sation. The executive di-
rector, however, will be a 
full-time, salaried position, 
Harvey said. Morrisey said 
it was “premature” to make 
an announcement Monday 
regarding candidates for 
the executive director spot. 

During the afternoon 
executive session, he said 
directors from the foun-
dation asked “engaging” 
questions during a “lengthy 
discussion” regarding staff-
ing for the organization.

“I think people are go-
ing to like what they see,” 
Morrisey said.

During the morning 
meeting, John Jenkins, an 
accountant with the fi rm 
Smith, Cochran and Hicks, 
PLLC who is serving as 
the fund administrator and 
incorporator for the First 
Foundation, walked mem-
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Continued on Page 5A

Opioid settlement $$: WV First 
Foundation holds inaugural meeting

Football - Continued on Page 5A

Dear Editor,
More on a “Green Uto-

pia”
Recent headlines: From 

Germany comes “Wide-
Scale Bankruptcies in the 
EU’s Solar Sector Now 
Seem Likely” and “Ger-
many to Fire up ‘Brown 
Coal’ Power Plants be-
cause of Fears of Energy 
Shortage.”  From Sweden, 
“Sweden Embraces Nu-
clear Energy,” and from 
France, “Nuclear energy 
now non-negotiable.” All 
four headlines are courte-
sy of the E.U.’s disastrous 
missteps in solar and suc-
cesses in nuclear.  

Germany led the way 
down this dark path, with a 
failed 32-year, quarter-of-a-

trillion-dollar experiment, 
funded by taxpayers, which 
has left the country ranking 
among the worst polluters 
and highest electric bills in 
Europe.  Because ramp-up 
and ramp-down times for 
their massive power plants 
are so expensive, they have 
to be left running continu-
ally.  

By decommissioning 
all its nuclear plants with 
no backup plan in sight, it 
trapped itself. Almost im-
mediately, starved for elec-
tricity, it built a pipeline to 
Russia. What will Grant 
County do when the Mount 
Storm power plant closes?

The press and govern-
ment(s) have long been 
concealing the bad news 

and kept repeating the 
good fi ctions. Political sci-
ence’s “big lie” works like 
this: The masses fall vic-
tim more readily to a big 
lie than a small one, repeat 
it often enough, and it be-
comes, in the mind of the 
masses, a truth. Politicians’ 
concerns are the next elec-
tion, not your next electric 
bill.

We the people must 
wake up from our 1970s 
rock-band “no nukes” stu-
por, for nuclear energy has 
come a long way since 
then. Small nuclear reac-
tors in the works called 
SMRs, are scalable in size 
and are promising. Swe-
den has just struck a deal 
with GE-Hitachi for a line 

of them and a pilot test of 
them is being conducted in 
Wyoming.

Eventually the negative 
impact fi nancially and en-
vironmentally caused by 
the solar panels and wind 
generators will be under-
stood by Americans and 
recognized as the money 
making “green scheme” it 
really is. 

Hopefully future gener-
ations will understand that 
CO2 is one of the lifelines 
of this planet and that igno-
rance of our environment 
is our enemy as this lack 
of knowledge allows those 
wanting more wealth and 
control to obtain both. 

Jim Hinebaugh
Maysville, W.Va.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
“It’s my understanding that the counties’ and 

municipalities’ portion of the settlement funds, 
which is signifi cant ... will be able to be de-

ployed ... this calendar year so they can begin to 
work on directing those resources and putting 
them in the hands of the people that can do the 

most good.” — Matt Harvey, foundation chair
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

How lawmakers helped 
ruin high school football 
in West Virginia

By Henry Culvyhouse and Derek Willis
Mountain State Spotlight

As South Charleston ran pregame drills, Hurricane 
performed jumping jacks on a Friday night in late Octo-
ber. The Hurricane team stretched from the end zone to 
the 50 yard line. They looked like NFL players compared 
to the hometown team made up mostly of freshmen. 

As the clock counted down to kickoff, the speakers 
blared radio Top 40 hits from fi ve years ago.

Fans munched kettle corn out of a bag. A few older 
men showed up with small bleacher seats, one with a pair 
of binoculars. 

Within the fi rst three plays, that size advantage was ev-
ident. Hurricane players effortlessly marched the ball into 
the end zone. Only 25 seconds into the game, Hurricane 
was up 7-0.

Hurricane scored touchdown after touchdown. Runs 
down the middle looked effortless. Long bomb passes 
were thrown with ease. A botched kick resulted in a quick 
score.  On one run, a Hurricane receiver plowed through 
a South Charleston defender, not even breaking stride on 
the way to the end zone.  

By the end of the fi rst quarter, Hurricane had 42 points 
on the board to South Charleston’s zero.

 Just a few miles west, Huntington was grinding St. 
Albans into the dirt 42 to zip by halftime as well. Across 
the state in Lewisburg, Princeton put up 55 in the fi rst half 
at Greenbrier East. 

On Friday nights from the Eastern Panhandle to the 
southern coalfi elds, the story has been the same. 

Nearly half of games this season have ended in blow-
outs large enough to trigger a mercy rule, according to a 
Mountain State Spotlight analysis of scores.

As the lopsided scores piled up, parents and coaches 
pointed to a law that made it easier for students to transfer 
from one school to another. 

Under prior rules, if a high school student transferred 
to another school without actually moving — say they go 
to Musselman in the Eastern Panhandle, but transfer to 
Hedgesville without moving to Hedgesville – they would 
have to sit out for a full year. 

Lawmakers eliminated that restriction earlier this year, 
allowing students to transfer once and take the fi eld im-
mediately. 

A closer examination by Mountain State Spotlight 
found that the transfer rule change cleared the Legislative 
only after it was slipped into a popular piece of school 
choice legislation by a powerful — but little talked about 

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin: I will not seek re-election
West Virginia Press 

Association
On Nov. 9, U.S. Senator 

Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) re-
leased the following mes-
sage announcing he will 
not seek re-election to the 
United States Senate. 

“My father, John Man-
chin owned a furniture 
store in Farmington, W.Va., 
a small coal mining town 
of hard-working people. 
And one day, our local state 
representative came in and 
asked dad for a favor say-
ing, “You owe me for all 
the things I’ve done for 
your little town.”

“When the man left, I 
turned to my dad and said, 
“Now wait a minute, isn’t 
helping Farmington that 
man’s job?”

“That moment defi ned 

the difference between 
self-service and public ser-
vice. When I told my dad 
that I was going to run for 
offi ce, he said, “Politics is a 
bad business, son, I’m tell-
ing you right now. Stay out 
of it.”

“I didn’t disagree that 
often with my father but 
that time I did.

“I reminded him of the 
famous line from President 
John F. Kennedy’s inaugu-
ral address, “Ask not what 
your country can do for 
you, ask what you can do 
for your country.” I was 13 
when I fi rst heard it and I’m 
still inspired by it.

“My family were de-
voted Catholics who im-
migrated from Italy and 
Czechoslovakia. So, to us, 
President Kennedy was 

held in the highest regard, 
and I knew President Ken-
nedy’s words would sway 
my dad. 

“It took him a minute, 
but my dad said that he 
would support me running 
if I made a vow to serve all 
people – friend or foe, and 
not just myself.

“The promise that I 
made to my dad all those 
years ago has been my 
north-star. I’ve never cared 
about where good ideas 
came from and I never 
blamed one side for creat-
ing a problem nor believed 
only one side could fi x 
them.

“When America is at her 
best, we get things done 
by putting country before 
party, working across the 
aisle and fi nding common 

ground. Many times, this 
approach has landed me in 
hot water, but the fi ght to 
unite has been well worth 
it.

“Today, West Virginia is 
attracting more investment, 
opportunity and jobs than 
it has in decades. Here at 
home and across the coun-
try we are building more 
roads, bridges, manufactur-
ing plants and energy infra-
structure than almost any 
time in American history. 

“After months of delib-
eration and long conversa-
tions with my family, I be-
lieve in my heart of hearts 
that I have accomplished 
what I set out to do for 
West Virginia. 

Manchin
Continued on Page 5A

Giving back to those 
who gave

From the Editor
It was an honor to be a part of the Veterans Day Cele-

bration at the Landes Arts Center this past Friday evening. 
I’ve been part of the Community Chorus for the sever-
al years now and take part in their annual Veterans Day 
event. This year the house was packed, and the program 
had serious, proud, happy and even silly moments. There 
were so many working parts by so many people. 

As I was watching the high school band and chorus I 
thought about how important it is to pass on our national 
pride to the next generation, and for them to be part of it, 
not just bystanders. 

It was hard not to tear up as we sang the offi cial songs 
of each branch of service and saw the veterans in the au-
dience stand and hear the applause and cheers for them.

No one who stepped on stage was a professional per-
former, although some are more used to being on stage 
than others. But that’s what made the evening so special. 
Just everyday people stepping up to make a great evening 
for our veterans, as an offering of thanks. 

And most likely, that type of evening was being repeat-
ed all across the U.S. and in other small towns and coun-
ties like ours. And the Veterans Day Celebration was just 
one event here.

Our schools invited veterans to share meals with stu-
dents, churches sponsored meals and recognized their 
veterans and military members, the American Legion 
and Auxiliary held their annual dinner and put American 
fl ags throughout town, local restaurants and stores provid-
ed discounts and even free services for veterans, the Old 
Courthouse museum was open, South Branch Career and 
Technical Center had a special day of honor as did the 
Grant Rehabilitation and Care Center, and the list goes on.

It does us all good to remember our veterans, living and 
dead, and be reminded that the freedoms we enjoy are not 
of our own making. 



bers through what they can 
expect as the nonprofi t gets 
off the ground. 

He told members that 
money could be going out 
to communities impacted 
by the drug and overdose 
epidemic as soon as next 
month. In the afternoon 
press conference, Harvey 
confi rmed this.

“It’s my understanding 
that the counties’ and the 
municipalities’ portion of 
the settlement funds, which 
is signifi cant … will be 
able to be deployed ... this 
calendar year so they can 
begin to work on directing 
those resources and putting 
them in the hands of the 
people that can do the most 
good,” Harvey said. “We 
don’t have any oversight in 
how they spend those dol-
lars, but we certainly as a 
board will be there to offer 
any suggestions.”

Following a court order 
last month, about $300 mil-
lion in opioid settlement 
funds have been made 
available in the state so 
far. Per guidelines set in 
the memorandum of un-
derstanding fi led by the at-
torney general’s offi ce and 
approved by both local and 
state offi cials for the First 
Foundation, about $217.5 
million of that — 72.5% — 
will go directly to the First 
Foundation. 

Localities participating 
in the litigation will split 
$73.5 million, with total 
disbursements for each 
determined by a formula 
set in attachment C of the 
MOU. The remaining $9 
million — 3% of the initial 
disbursement — will go 
to the state government to 
be held in escrow to cov-
er legal fees from opioid 
litigation. If that money is 
not spent by Dec. 31, 2026, 
1% will go to local govern-
ments and the foundation 
will receive the other 2%.

Jenkins said the foun-
dation should expect to see 
disbursements come an-
nually until around 2036, 
with the amount of money 
potentially changing each 
year depending on cir-
cumstances. In 2024 and 
2025, the disbursements 
are expected to be about 
$30 million annually. Once 
attorneys fees are covered, 
Jenkins said he anticipates 
the annual total to increase 
to about $45 million in 
2026 and 2027.

“This is assuming all the 
settlements are paid time-
ly,” Jenkins said.

It’s expected that West 

Virginia could receive up 
to about $1 billion in gross 
funds from opioid settle-
ments against numerous 
companies and drug manu-
facturers.

“Ideally, these are com-
panies that will stay in 
existence for that period 
of time,” Morrisey told 
members of the foundation 
during Monday’s meeting.

Members of the foun-
dation’s board of directors 
voted unanimously to open 
an interim bank account for 
the nonprofi t through Hun-
tington Bank. Executives 
from Huntington Bank — 
who were present at the 
meeting and said they were 
offering these services pro 
bono — suggested that the 
board of directors fi le an 
offi cial request for propos-
als for banking institutions 
to handle the nonprofi t’s 
accounts long term.

Other actions taken by 
the board of directors on 
Monday included creat-
ing two committees — an 
executive committee and 
a fi nance committee — to 
help keep the nonprofi t 
operating. An expert pan-
el meant to help focus the 
distribution of funds will 
be formed sometime in the 
future.

The executive commit-
tee — which is composed 
of all the offi cers and Jon-
athan Board, vice president 
of external affairs at Mon 
Health — will be responsi-
ble for facilitating the foun-
dation’s ongoing business, 
including scheduling meet-
ings and handling commu-
nication and outreach. 

The fi nance and audit-
ing committee — which 
includes Sandy, philan-
thropist and attorney Alys 
Smith and Raleigh County 
Commissioner Greg Duck-
worth — will be respon-
sible for maintaining the 
organization’s fi nancial re-
cords and portfolio.

Local governments have 
urged the First Foundation 
to adopt the Open Meet-
ings Act into its bylaws. In 
a social media post on Sat-
urday morning, Del. Amy 
Summers, R-Taylor, who 
chairs the House Commit-
tee on Health and Human 
Resources, said that her 
committee already “has a 
bill drafted” for the 2024 
session to do just that.

November 11, 1953
Veach-Townsend Clin-

ic births included: Mr. and 
Mrs. George Busey of Pe-
tersburg, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Hipp of 
Mount Storm, a son; Mr. 
and Mrs. Osa Goldizen of 
Petersburg, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Riggleman 
of Purgitsville, a daughter; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Blaine 
Sinclair of Brushy Run, a 
son.

Those reporting for 
army induction were: Har-
ry Smith of Maysville and 
Melvin Sears, Wesley Cos-
ner, Ralph Ed Snell, Joseph 
G. Huffman and James 
Hiser, all of Petersburg.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mar-
tin of Gormania announced 
the birth of a daughter, 
Nov. 3, at Garrett County 
Memorial Hospital, Oak-
land.

Among those promoted 
to private fi rst class were 
two Dorcas men: Jackie O. 
Sites and Harvey D. Barr.

November 13, 1963
VEPCO was construct-

ing a huge plant at Mount 
Storm Location. Over 900 

construction men to be em-
ployed at facility that was 
to have an ultimate capac-
ity of 1 million kilowatts, 
largest in the United States.

Those receiving driv-
er’s licenses were: Elsie 
Mallow of Cabins; Ollie 
George of Petersburg; Lin-
da Bobo of Lahmansville; 
Mary K. Judy of Petersburg 
and Linda Barr of Peters-
burg.

A livestock farm  in Po-

tomac Valley Soil Conser-
vation Distrcit, owned by 
George Halterman, placed 
third in the state contest at 
the annual conference of 
the state Soil Conservation 
District Supervisor’s Asso-
ciation at Jackson’s Mill, 
Nov. 5-7.

On Oct. 26, the pros-
ecuting attorney and the 
enforcement offi cers of 
Grant County reported to 
the court there was not suf-
fi cient business to warrant 
having a grand jury and 
an order was entered dis-
pensing with a grand jury 
for the November term of 
court.

Births at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Nessel-
rodt of Arthur, a son, Nov. 
6; Mr. and Mrs. Linwood 
Calhoun of Arlington, Va., 
a daughter, Nov. 7; Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Smith of Old 
Fields, a daughter, Nov. 9; 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Rig-
gleman of Moorefi eld, a 
daughter, Nov. 10; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Parker of 
Moorefi eld, a son, Nov. 9.

November 14, 1973
The Grant County De-

velopment Authority was 
formed, after the decision 
from the attorney gener-
al’s offi ce that it would not 
confl ict with the Petersburg 
Industrial Development 

Corporation.
Grant Memorial Hospi-

tal births included: Mr and 
Mrs. Buddy Long of Mays-
ville, a son, Nov. 8; Mr. 
and Mrs. James Propst of 
Franklin, a son, Nov. 7; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Rat-
liff of Moorefi eld, a son, 
Nov. 7.

November 16, 1983
Grant Memorial Hospi-

tal closed out the 1982-83 
fi scal year with a surplus 
of revenues over expenses, 
but the prospects for next 
year may not be so bright. 
The hospital fi nished the 
year with a $197,306 ex-
cess of revenue over ex-
penses.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Sears were honored on 
their 50th wedding anni-
versary, Oct. 16, at the For-
man Community Center, 
Lahmansville.

John and Betty Ours of 
Scherr announced the birth 
of a son, John Cecil Ours 
II, Nov. 6, at Garrett Me-
morial Hospital.

Airman John Armen-
trout of Petersburg com-
pleted Air Force basic 
training at Lackland Air 
Force Base, Texas.

Petersburg High School 
Viking football player Rog-
er Thorne was named to the 
1983 “All Potomac Valley 
Conference” team.
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— committee, then passed in the fi nal hours of the 2023 
session.

This year, 432 students have transferred for fall sports 
alone, more than triple the amount of transfers in the 
previous year and a half, according to the West Virginia 
Secondary School Activities Commission, which governs 
high school sports in the state.

“These transfers are happening all over the state, but 
you’re really seeing them in areas with high concentra-
tions of schools, like in the Eastern Panhandle or in the 
stretch from Spring Valley to Riverside,” said David 
Price, the WVSSAC’s executive director.

And the scores have refl ected the change. Blowouts are 
at an all-time high, according to the data analysis, which 
used publicly available scores going back to 2009.  Blow-
outs in general rose in 2022, but this year marks a new 
peak. 

About 45% of all games played this season had 
35-point margins,  triggering a running clock mercy rule 
in the fourth quarter. That’s nearly double what was seen 
in 2009.  

The number of games with 70-point margins has tri-
pled, with 13 in the regular season. Before that, the high 
in the last 14 years was only fi ve games. 

After witnessing beat-down after beat-down on Friday 
nights, some state lawmakers have called for the law to 
be repealed, in order to save the sanctity of high school 
football. Even the governor has weighed in, calling it a 
“bad move.” 

Balls and bills
Brooke High Coach Mac McLean said his school has 

always struggled in the AAA class, because it’s the runt of 
the state’s top division. With the new transfer rule, that’s 
only going to get worse as players fl ock to high-perform-
ing schools. 

“The rich will get richer and the poor will get poorer,” 
McLean said. 

Ironically, Brooke County High School alumni Ryan 
Weld, a Republican state senator, is the architect of the 
rule change. 

Weld, who is running for state Attorney General, de-
clined to comment for this story. But in past public state-
ments, he said he pushed for it because three kids in his 
district had to sit out a year when they transferred from 
public to Catholic school. 

During the 2022 legislative session, Weld wrote up a 
bill that would allow for one transfer for upperclassmen 
without penalty. At the time, Weld said the impact would 
be minimal. During a committee hearing, Weld said he 
had a “tell a little fi b” back in 1995 when he transferred 
from Madonna High School, a Catholic school in Weirton, 
to Brooke High. 

“I had to say I was going to take Japanese at Brooke,” 
Weld said. “Well, konnichiwa is all I can say, because I 
never took Japanese at Brooke.” 

Weld’s bill passed through the Senate with ease, but 
died in a House committee in 2022.  

Later that year, the state Supreme Court ruled the 
one-year sit-out was constitutional in a case involving a 
Wheeling student’s transfer. Furthermore, the justices said 
the court system ought to, as a rule, butt out of high school 
sports policies. 

This year, Weld pushed the same bill.
During a Senate education committee hearing, Weld 

appealed to the idea of school choice – that the govern-
ment, in the form of the state’s athletic commission, was 
muddling around in a parent’s decision for their child. 

For the second year in a row, it passed the Senate in late 
January but was promptly parked in a House committee. 

Around the same time, another bill was working its 
way out of the House.  This one would allow Hope Schol-
arship and private school kids to play a sport at a local 
public school if their own school does not offer that sport.

The bill cleared the House and into the Senate, where it 
went to the Rules Committee. That committee, consisting 
of Senate leadership, determines what goes on the fl oor 
and what doesn’t — and sometimes, they will change  a 
bill before it goes to a vote. 

During that meeting, high ranking senators like Sen-
ate President Craig Blair, R-Berkeley, Sen. Tom Takubo, 
R-Kanawha, Sen. Charles Trump, R-Morgan, and Weld 
decided to add the transfer rule change to the Hope Schol-
arship athletics bill. 

I have made one of the 
toughest decisions of my 
life and decided that I will 
not be running for re-elec-
tion to the United States 
Senate, but what I will be 
doing is traveling the coun-
try and speaking out to see 
if there is an interest in cre-
ating a movement to mobi-
lize the middle and bring 
Americans together.

“To the West Virginians 
who have put their trust in 
me and fought side by side 
to make our state better – it 
has been an honor of my 
life to serve you. Thank 
you.

“Every incentive in 
Washington is designed 
to make our politics ex-
treme. The growing divide 
between Democrats and 
Republicans is paralyzing 
Congress and worsening 
our nation’s problems. The 
majority of Americans are 
just plain worn out.

“Our economy is not 
working for many Amer-
icans from the rising cost 
of food and fuel and every-
thing in between. We have 
a border crisis with illegal 
drugs entering our country 

and killing Americans ev-
ery day. Our national debt 
is out of control and Amer-
icans don’t feel safe in their 
own communities. 

“We are providing criti-
cal aid to two of our allies 
fi ghting wars for their sur-
vival, and we must prevent 
being pulled into a major 
war ourselves. These are 
not Republican or Demo-
cratic challenges. They are 
American challenges. They 
affect every one of us, and 
we need to face them to-
gether. 

“I know our country 
isn’t as divided as Wash-
ington wants us to believe. 
We share common values 
of family, freedom, democ-
racy, dignity and a belief 
that together we can over-
come any challenge. We 
need to take back America 
and not let this divisive ha-
tred further pull us apart.

“Public service has and 
continues to drive me every 
day. That is the vow that I 
made to my father 40 years 
ago, and I intend to keep 
that vow until my dying 
day.

“May God Bless Amer-
ica, the great state of West 
Virginia and each and ev-
ery one of you.”

Football continued from Page 7A

Sites Restaurant, South Main Street, Petersburg. This building is now occupied by 
Herrick Physical Therapy.
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Local and area obituaries
ROY “SUNSHINE” JONES

Roy Hobert Jones Sr., 
affectionately known as 
“Sunshine,” 80, of Elk Gar-
den, W.Va., passed away on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, at 
his residence surrounded 
by his family.

Born Jan. 13, 1943, in 
Maysville, W.Va., he was 
the son of the late Floyd 
“Buck” and Esther Jones.  
He was married for 59 
years to his partner in life, 
Priscilla “Tillie” (Paugh) 
Jones. Together they raised 
their children on the fam-
ily farm. Roy learned to 
work at a young age; hav-
ing trucks was not only 
his livelihood but some-
thing he truly enjoyed. 
Jones Trucking, Inc. and 
RJ Farms were the legacy 
he built.  He had a love for 
truck pulling and his truck 
known as the “Attitude Ad-
juster.”

He is survived by his 
wife, Tillie; four children, 
Roy Jones Jr. (Heather) 
of Hedgesville, W.Va., 
Melissa Davis (Mike) of 
Elk Garden, Craig Jones 
(Jillian) of Mount Storm, 
W.Va., and David Jones 
(Tabitha) of Elk Garden; 
10 grandchildren, Marlene, 
Clayton, Brianna, Jessica, 
Allison, Riley, Austin, Lo-
gan, Riley, and Wesley; and 
four great-grandchildren, 
Alaina, Caroline, Mari-
anne, and Clara. He is also 
survived by one sister, Bar-
bara Kitzmiller of Mount 
Storm.

In addition to his par-
ents, Roy was preceded in 
death by a grandson, Dylan 
Floyd Jacob Jones; and a 
sister, Irene Hartman. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday morning at the 
Elk Garden Assembly of 
God Church with Pastor 
Johnny Spencer and Pas-
tor James Reed offi ciating. 
Interment was in the Jones 
Family Cemetery on Neth-
kin Hill.  

The Jones family 
would like to thank Chas-
ity Broadwater and WVU 
Medicine Home Health and 
Hospice for their great care 
and compassion for Roy 
during his illness.  

In lieu of fl owers the 
family asks that donations 
be made to the WVU Med-
icine Hospice of Keyser, 
W.Va.

The C & S Fredlock 
Funeral Home, P.A. is hon-
ored to be serving the Jones 
family at this time.         

             (11-14-23)

DONALD “DON”  HUFFMAN
Donald Lee “Don” 

Huffman, 88, of Peters-
burg, W.Va., passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Nov. 
5, 2023, at his home sur-
rounded by his family.

Born Sept. 11, 1935, in 
Petersburg, he was a son 
of the late Lane Huffman 
and Goldie Easter (Vance) 
Huffman. In addition to 
his parents, Don was pre-
ceded in death by one son, 
Bradley Lee Huffman; one 
brother, Victor Lane Huff-
man; two sons-in-law, M. 
Lynn Runion Jr. and Mi-
chael Anthony Lehr.

Don was a l955 grad-
uate of Petersburg High 
School. He was a construc-
tion worker, farmer and 
logger. Don was the own-
er of D. Huffman Logging 
and also owner of Peters-
burg Seneca Theater. He 
enjoyed taking care of his 
cattle and garden. He was 
an avid hunter. He was a 
member of Bethel Church, 
Landes, W.Va.    

Don is survived by his 
wife, Donna (Crites) Huff-
man; two sons, Donald 
Brent Huffman and Brock 
Edward Huffman; two 
daughters, Angela Marie 
Huffman and Myra Huff-
man-Runion; one step-
daughter,  Susan George 
(Mike), all of Petersburg; 
fi ve grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; two 
stepgrandchildren; four 

stepgreat-grandchildren; 
four sisters;  Nancy Web-
ster (Kenny) of Moore-
fi eld, W.Va., Judy Lough 
of Petersburg, Mary Ann 
Bennett of Petersburg and 
Peggy Huffman of Falling 
Waters, W.Va.; one brother, 
Gerald “Jerry” Huffman 
(Myra) of Petersburg; and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were  
Thursday afternoon in the 
chapel of Schaeffer Funer-
al Home, Petersburg, with 
Pastor Brian Henson and 
Pastor Glenn Vance Jr. of-
fi ciating.

Interment was in South 
Branch Valley Memorial 
Gardens, Petersburg.

Memorials may be made 
to Gideons International or 
charity of choice.      

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be made at schaef-
ferfuneralhome.com                                          

                     (11-14-23)

“Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, 

and all that is 
within me, bless 
his holy name! 
Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, 
and forget not 
all his benefits.”
Psalm 103:1-2

Isaac A. “Sonny” Alt, 
82, of Keyser, W.Va., 
passed away Monday, 
Nov. 6, 2023, at the Keyser 
Healthcare Center.

Born March 31, 1941, 
in Petersburg, W.Va., he 
was a son of the late Sher-
man Doyle Alt and Arlena 
Virginia (Riggleman) Alt 
Kimble. He also was pre-
ceded in death by his step-
father, Carl Kimble.

Surviving is his wife of 
59 years, Judy (Feaster) 
Alt; his daughter, Susan 
Wilson (Gary) of Ashburn, 
Va.; two grandchildren, 
Alon and Aliya Wilson; 
and his brothers, Lewis 
Alt (Kathy) of Moorefi eld, 
W.Va., and Michael Alt 

(Trinia) of Upper Tract, 
W.Va.

A graveside service for 
family and friends will be 
conducted at the Lahmans-
ville Cemetery, Lahmans-
ville, W.Va., on Saturday. 
Nov. 18, at 11 a.m. with 
Rev. Lauren Godwin offi -
ciating. Interment will fol-
low.

The Smith Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 
Keyser, is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Condolences and per-
sonal refl ections to the 
family may be left after 
Mr. Alt’s obituary at smith-
funeralhomes.net.

                     (11-14-23)

ISAAC “SONNY” ALT
Earl Alden “Babe” 

Roberson, 91, of Franklin, 
W.Va., passed away at his 
home in Ruddle, W.Va, on 
Thursday, Nov. 9.

Born Feb. 23, 1932, at 
Ruddle, he was the son of 
the late Mack C. Roberson 
and Eva Hedrick Rober-
son.

Mr. Roberson had 
worked for Ruddle Lime 
and as a U.S. mail carri-
er in the Franklin, Ruddle 
and Upper Tract area for 
53 years, driving for 45 of 
those years without miss-
ing a day. He was a lifelong 
farmer, loved to hunt and 
fi sh and work in his gar-
den.  He especially enjoyed 
spending time with his 
family.  Alden was a mem-
ber of the Ruddle Presby-
terian Church, where he 
had served as a deacon and 
elder.

On June 18, 1955, he 
married the love of his life, 
Ruby Gail Thompson Rob-
erson, who survives. Also 
surviving are two sons, 
Tommy Roberson (Frank-
ie) and Randy Roberson 
(Janet), all of Franklin; one 
daughter, Vickie Hartman 
(Mark) of Upper Tract; one 
sister, Elma Roberson of 
Upper Tract; four grand-
children, Chris Roberson 
(Lisa), Rebecca Miller 
(Daniel), Emily Mongold 
(Logan) and Katie Hart-
man; seven great-grand-
children, Cayden, Colton 
and Cooper Roberson, 
Jameigh, Alanna and Ade-
lynn Miller and Nolin 
Mongold; two stepgrand-
children, Jennifer Harper 
(Adam) and Tracy Kim-
ble (Rebekah); and seven 
stepgreat-grandchildren, 
Rylee, Madelyn, Luke, 
Ava, Jake, Tessa and Beau; 
four brothers, Arlin Hed-

rick, Roy Roberson, Hen-
ry Roberson and Edwin 
Roberson; two sisters, Eula 
Black and Retha George; 
and one special grand-
daughter, Rachel Roberson 
(3-20-2010) preceded him 
in death.

A celebration of life 
service was Saturday eve-
ning at the Kimble Funeral 
Home, Franklin, with Pas-
tor Deborah Beam offi ci-
ating. His body has been 
cremated.

Memorials may be 
made to the Pendleton 
County Rescue Squad, P.O. 
Box 727, Franklin, WV 
26807 or the Franklin Vol. 
Fire Dept., P. O. Box 902, 
Franklin, WV  26807.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.
com.                      (11-14-23)

EARL A. ROBERSON
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of burglary. According 
to his indictment, Grapes 
broke into a home in 
Thorne’s Trailer Court. 

According to the 
charges, Grapes allegedly 
broke into the home via 
a screen door, which was 
damaged during the break-
in and he destroyed a tele-
vision while in the home. 
The victim told offi cers 
that Grapes had threatened 
to burn down the trailer 
two weeks prior. 

The victim had been 
visiting family at the time 
of the break-in and no one 
was in the residence at the 
time. 

Multiple small items 
were allegedly stolen 
during the burglary, in-
cluding food and a family 
photo. 

Danny Lee Toothman, 
61, of 731 Parish Run Rd., 

Farmington, was indicted 
on one count of driving 
while revoked pursuant to 
DUI (driving under the in-
fl uence) revocation, third 
offense. 

Toothman’s charges are 
the result of an incident 
in July during which he 
was stopped by an offi cer 
while driving in Peters-
burg. Toothman had two 
previous convictions for 
driving without a license, 
both in Marion County. 
His license had originally 
been revoked after being 
convicted of driving under 
the infl uence.

Joshua Lee Grapes, 43, 
of Poor Farm Dr., Cabins, 
was indicted on one count 
of delivery of metham-
phetamine. According to 
the indictment, Grapes is 
charged with delivering 
approximately half a gram 
of methamphetamine to a 
confi dential informant at 
the cost of $60.

Robert Maxwell Legg, 

71, of 128 Pine St., Peters-
burg, was indicted on one 
count sexual abuse by a 
custodian and one count of 
sexual assault in the third 
degree. Legg is charged 
with sexually abusing a 
child under the age of 13 
while he was babysitting 
the victim. 

James Steven Lambert, 
57, of 1432 Pumpkin Cen-
ter Rd., Petersburg, was 
charged with one count of 
driving while license re-
voked pursuant to a DUI 
suspension - third offense, 
domestic assault, domes-
tic battery and destruction 
of property. Lambert is 
accused of threatening, 
verbally assaulting and 
throwing rocks at a family 
member. Lambert also al-
legedly cut down multiple 
dogwood trees on the fam-
ily member’s property and 
intentionally letting them 
fall on the family mem-
ber’s fence. 

James Douglas Lam-

bert, 35, of 6177 Patterson 
Creek Rd., Lahmansville, 
was indicted on one count 
of manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. Lambert 
is charged with illegally 
growing two marijuana 
plants in a barn near his 
home. 

Paul Jackson Sloan, 54, 
of 121 Abe Rd., Rockers-
ville, Va., was indicted on 
one count of driving while 
revoked pursuant to a DUI 
revocation - third offense. 
Sloan is charged with op-
erating a vehicle in Grant 
County after being con-
victed of driving under the 
infl uence in 1994 and re-
ceiving two previous con-
victions of driving without 
a license in 2006 and in 
2022.

For more indictments 
returned by the Grant 
County grand jury last 
week, check out next 
week’s edition of the Press.  

City
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check valued at $11,867.42.
During the meeting, 

Michael encouraged Pe-
tersburg residents to visit 
www.WVUnclaimedProp-
erty.gov to see if they have 
money being held by the 
state treasurer’s offi ce.

Unclaimed property can 
include fi nancial accounts 
or items of value in which 
the owner has not initiated 

any activity for one year or 
longer. Common examples 
include unpaid life insur-
ance benefi ts, forgotten 
bank accounts and unused 
rebate cards. However, 
while the title includes the 
word “property,” it does 
not include real estate.

According to Moore, 
West Virginia’s unclaimed 
property laws are aimed 
at protecting the public 
by ensuring money and 
property owed to them is 
returned, rather than re-

maining permanently with 
fi nancial institutions, busi-
ness associations, govern-
ments and other entities. 
The treasurer’s offi ce is 
seeking to reunite the un-
claimed property, includ-
ing uncashed paychecks, 
stocks, or safe deposit box 
contents, with its owner.

Nationwide, nearly 33 
million people in the Unit-
ed States – one in every 10 
– are estimated to have un-
claimed property available 
for them to claim.

The council also dis-
cussed plans to update 
the Christmas decorations 
used in the city, including 
a goal of replacing out-
dated pieces. To this end, 
the council said they had 

received a $500 donation 
and were seeking other 
donations from residents 
wishing to see these deco-
rations replaced. 

Other topics covered 
during the council meeting 
included:

• A review of the Peters-
burg Police Department’s 
monthly report from the 
month of October. During 
that time frame, the de-
partment - headed by po-
lice chief Sierra Mallow 
- received 106 calls, per-
formed seven arrests and 
opened six new investi-
gations. In total, the de-
partment issued three cita-
tions, 22 verbal warnings, 
obtained four warrants, 
issued 12 property main-

tenance notices, assisted 
other agencies in eight 
incidences, performed 12 
traffi c stops and performed 
special detail nine times. 

• An update to city resi-
dents that trash pickup will 
be on Sunday, Nov. 19. 
This is due to deer season. 

• The approval of mul-
tiple building permits, 
including: 15 Dogwood 
Dr., to enclose a shed; 
777 Point Dr., to install a 
metal railing and roof on 
a carport; 111 Mountain 
View St., to replace siding, 
a door, windows and roof 
on an existing building; 9 

Dogwood Dr., to install a 
new roof; 108 Judy St., to
replace boards on a deck 
and at Landes Arts Cen-
ter on Mountain View St., 
to install a metal storage 
building. 

• The approval of the
updated water tariffs, 
which went into effect on 
Oct. 17. 

The next regularly
scheduled meeting of the
Petersburg City Council 
will be Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at 
Petersburg City Hall. 

Football
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The legislative jock-
eying put delegates in a 
pickle: either go on record 
voting against a Hope 
Scholarship related bill or 
let the transfer rule pass. 
The House faces a tough 

vote
In the waning hours of 

the fi nal night of the 60-
day legislative session, 
the combined bill hit the 
House fl oor. 

A clear fi ssure cracked 
within the Republican su-
permajority. 

With one hand in his 
pocket and the other hold-
ing a microphone, House 
Majority Whip Marty 
Gearheart, R-Mercer, 
asked the delegates to vote 
it down, laying the blame 
at the feet of a single sen-
ator from the Northern 
Panhandle, without nam-
ing Weld. 

“While I believe there 
was good intentions, la-
dies and gentlemen, taking 
a bill that has nothing to do 
with the fi rst bill and jam-
ming it into it sort of feels 
like I’m being bullied,” 
Gearhart said. “Those of 
us from the southern part 
of the state, bullying is 
something we’re not go-
ing to tolerate.” 

Del. Dana Ferrell, 
R-Kanawha, called the 
last-minute addition “a 
tick” attached to an other-
wise palatable bill. Voices 
raised and tempers fl ared 
– a few lawmakers com-

mented this is the most 
passion they’d seen all 
session.

Delegates bemoaned 
how this change could 
lead to superteams built 
by near open recruiting 
of players to win cham-
pionships. They cried for 
the days of school loyalty 
when kids played for the 
hometown team through 
victories and defeats. 

But others defended the 
bill. Del. Shawn Fluharty, 
D-Ohio, who is often a vo-
cal critic of conservative 
bills, found allies in the 
Republican caucus after 
he called for passage of 
the bill. 

“Let the kids play – 
why would the govern-
ment step in and tell kids 
when and where they 
can play?” Fluharty said. 
“That’s some woke, big 
government stuff right 
there.” 

Speaker Roger Han-
shaw, R-Clay, called the 
vote and the board lit up, 
with 64 voting in favor 
and 26 voting against. 
Hanshaw voted against it. 

Gov. Jim Justice let 
it become law without 
his signature. He said he 
couldn’t veto it because 
of the Hope Scholarship 
kids, but he couldn’t sign 
it because of the transfer 
rule. 

“I fear we’re heading 
down the wrong path with 
our high school athletes 
and opening up the door 
to many unintended con-
sequences,” Justice said. 

Grant 
County 

Schools’ 
spelling bee 

winners 
announcedSecond grade spelling bee winners were: First – 

Naveah Harris- UEC; second - Reed Welch - MES; 
and third - Kyler Funk - PES.

Third grade spelling bee winners were: First – Chase 
Nellis - MES; second - Elovie Bogan - MES; and third 
- Emily Wehr – PES.

Fourth grade spelling bee winners were: First - Saw-
yer Welch – MES; second - Bianca Cleaver – PES; and 
third - Rachel Shreve – MES.

Fifth grade spelling bee winners were: First - Secret 
Sharp – PES; second - Elijah Simms – MES; and third 
- Katana Taylor - UEC.

Sixth grade spelling bee winners were: First - Ellian-
na Alt – PES; second - Luke Pennington - UEC; and 
third - Degan Bomboy - UEC.

Crime
Continued from front

brought it for protection. 
However, both Brown and 
Seal have past felony con-
victions, which make it il-
legal for either of them to 
be in possession of a fi re-
arm. 

In their report, the offi -
cers noted that the fi rearm 
was in a nylon holster and 
in plain view on the pas-
senger side fl oorboard. 

The offi cers were later 
notifi ed that Brown had 
been convicted of felony 
possession of PCP with in-
tent to deliver in 1990 and 
Seal had been convicted 
of felony burglary also in 
1990. 

When asked by the offi -

cer who the marijuana be-
longed to, Brown allegedly 
told the police that it was 
his and that he “grew it in 
Virginia.” In total, offi cers 
discovered an estimated 
20 grams of marijuana in 
the vehicle. 

The offi cers noted that 
Brown had driven the ve-
hicle from Virginia, with 
Shenk in the passenger 
seat and Seal in the rear 
passenger seat, saying that 
all three passengers were 
within reach of the fi rearm.   

Brown was later indict-
ed on one count of being 
a felon in possession of 
a fi rearm and one county 
of possession of marijua-
na with intent to deliver 
and Seal was indicted on 
charges of being a felon in 
possession of a fi rearm.
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U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree stops in 
Upper Tract on its way to Washington

Each year, a different 
national forest provides a 
tree to light the West Lawn 
of the U.S. Capitol for the 
holiday season. 

Monongahela Nation-
al Forest, in partnership 
with nonprofi t partner 
Choose Outdoors and pre-
senting sponsor 84 Lum-
ber, is sending this special 
gift from West Virginia to 
Washington, D.C., with a 
series of events in commu-
nities along the way.

The tree’s tour kicked 
off in Elkins, headquarters 
of Monongahela Nation-
al Forest, and traveled to 
Summersville, Marlinton, 
Beckley, Charleston, Hun-
tington, Wheeling and Mor-
gantown before stopping at 
the Pendleton County In-
dustrial Park in Upper Tract. 

While there, everyone 
in the area was invited to 
a celebration sponsored 
by Swilled Dog, Pendle-
ton Rocks, Grant County 
Conventin and Visitors Bu-
reau and Pendleton County 
Farmers Market. 

From Upper Tract it  
continued its journey stop-
ping in Davis on Sunday 
and heading to Romney, 
Harpers Ferry and Joint 
Base Andrews, and will 
be arriving this Friday on 
the West Lawn of the U.S. 
Capitol Building

The tree was harvested-
Nov. 1 from the Monon-
gahela National Forest has 
been named “wa’feem’te-
kwi” by the Shawnee Tribe, 
meaning “bright tree” in 
the Shawnee language. 

Chosen to harvest the 
tree were West Virginia at-
torney and world champion 
lumberjack Arden Cogar 
Jr. whose father had the 

very same honor almost 
50 years ago in 1976, and 
longtime Monongahela Na-
tional Forest employee Ron 
Polgar. 

The tree will be decorat-
ed with more than 10,000 
ornaments, many of which 
were made by students 

across West Virginia.
Monongahela National 

Forest was the fi rst national 
forest to provide the Peo-
ple’s Tree on behalf of the 
Forest Service in 1970, and 
again in 1976.

A Kenworth 100th Anniversary T680 Signature Edition, with a newly installed graphics wrap is transporting the 
63-foot Norway spruce, which weighs about 8,000 pounds and drinks about 5-10 gallons of water daily.

Grant County CVB director Carla Kaposy and her 
daughter Claire in front the truck displaying the Cap-
itol Christmas Tree.

Mike Alt from the Upper Tract Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, signs the truck.

A big crowd lined the roadway to see the tree.

WVDNR reminds hunters about 
late black bear gun seasons

The West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources 
reminds deer hunters that 
there will be a concurrent 
bear season in all or parts 
of 42 counties open to buck 
fi rearms hunting.

The concurrent bear 
season is without dogs 
and will run from Nov. 20 
to Dec. 3. Hunting is legal 
on both public and private 
property.

“Concurrent bear hunt-
ing during deer season 
takes advantage of a time 
of year when the maximum 
number of hunters are in 
the woods,” said Colin 
Carpenter, black bear proj-

ect leader for the WVDNR. 
“This helps manage bear 
populations by increasing 
the number of harvests, but 
also provides a unique op-
portunity for hunters who 
may have never hunted 
bears to harvest one.”

The best-producing 
mast crops of 2023 were 
in the red oak family and 
hunters should fi nd bear 
feeding activity in the same 
places as deer.

“The fact that both bears 
and deer will be seeking 
red, black and scarlet oak 
acorns should give hunters 
a good chance to harvest ei-
ther species during the up-

coming season,” Carpenter 
said.

Due to spotty acorn 
production, hunters are en-
couraged to scout immedi-
ately prior to the season to 
fi nd the most recent feeding 
activity. 

Bear hunting opportuni-
ties continue after the buck-
gun season as well. All or 
parts of 26 counties will be 
open for bear hunting with 
or without dogs from Dec. 
4–31. In addition, all or 
parts of 35 counties will be 
open for bear hunting with-
out dogs from Dec. 4–31.
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B Section

 WANTED
 Did you bag a buck or bruin this year? Got your first deer? 

 We want to brag on our hunters!
 Submit your photo and info to news@grantcountypress.com, 

 through Facebook Messenger or drop off a photo.

Photos from local events

South Branch Career and Technical Center

Landes Arts CenterPotomac Eagle Scenic Railroad

Grant Memorial Grant Memorial 
Hospice/Grant Hospice/Grant 

Rehabilitation and Rehabilitation and 
Care CenterCare Center

Elisa Camera, author of American Brother



UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY 
REGULATORY 
COMMISSION

Cabin Run Pumped 
Storage, LLC
Project No.
15318-000

NOTICE OF PRELIMI-
NARY PERMIT APPLI-

CATION 
ACCEPTED FOR FILING 

AND SOLICITING 
COMMENTS, MOTIONS 
TO INTERVENE, AND 

COMPETING 
APPLICATIONS

(November 2, 2023)

On July 12, 2023, Cab-
in Run Pumped Storage, 
LLC, fi led an application for 
a preliminary permit, pur-
suant to section 4(f) of the 
Federal Power Act (FPA), 
proposing to study the 
feasibility of the Cabin Run 
Pumped Storage Project to 
be located near the Stony 
River and unincorporated 
community of Bismarck in 
Tucker and Grant Coun-
ties, West Virginia.  The 
sole purpose of a prelim-
inary permit, if issued, is 
to grant the permit holder 
priority to fi le a license ap-
plication during the permit 
term.  A preliminary permit 
does not authorize the per-
mit holder to perform any 
land-disturbing activities 
or otherwise enter upon 
lands or waters owned by 
others without the owners’ 
express permission.

The proposed project 
would consist of the fol-
lowing:  (1) a 8,700-foot-
long, 80-foot-high rock-fi ll 
embankment dike creating 
an upper reservoir with a 
60-acre surface area and 
a 4,800-acre-foot stor-
age capacity at a normal 
maximum water surface 
elevation of 4,030 feet 
above mean sea level 
(msl); (2) a 7,200-foot-long, 
80-foot-high rock-fi ll em-
bankment dike enclosing 
a lower reservoir with a 
60-acre surface area and 
a 4,800-acre-foot stor-
age capacity at a normal 

maximum water surface 
elevation of 3,530 feet 
msl; (3) a 400-foot-long, 
24-foot-diameter vertical 
power tunnel/shaft con-
necting a 4,650-foot-long, 
24-foot-diameter horizontal 
power tunnel to the power-
house; (4) a 550-foot-long, 
120-foot-wide, 100-foot-
high powerhouse housing 
four 57.5-megawatt (MW) 
reversible Francis pump-
ing-generating units with 
a total installed capacity 
of 230 MW; (5) a 4.5-mile-
long, 230-kilovolt transmis-
sion line from a proposed 
substation near the pow-
erhouse to an interconnec-
tion point; (6) a substation 
including two 120 megavolt 
amperes generator step-up 
units; (7) a 20-foot-long, 
20-foot-wide, 15-foot-high 
concrete pump station 
on the south bank of the 
Stony River (upper end of 
Mount Storm Lake), capa-
ble of conveying water at 
50 cubic feet per second 
through a 3,400-foot-long, 
2-foot-diamenter steel con-
duit to the lower reservoir 
for fi ll or refi ll purposes; 
and (8) appurtenant facili-
ties.  The proposed project 
would have an annual gen-
eration of 671,000 mega-
watt-hours.

Applicant Contact:  
Nate Sandvig, Rye De-
velopment, LLC, 830 NE 
Holladay St., Portland, OR  
97232; email: nathan@
r y e d e v e l o p m e n t . c o m ; 
phone: (503) 309-2496.

FERC Contact:  Woo-
hee Choi; email: woohee.
choi@ferc.gov; phone: 
(202) 502-6336.

Deadline for fi ling 
comments, motions to in-
tervene, competing appli-
cations (without notices of 
intent), or notices of intent 
to fi le competing applica-
tions:  60 days from the 
issuance of this notice.  
Competing applications 
and notices of intent must 
meet the requirements of 
18 CFR 4.36.  

The Commission 
strongly encourages elec-
tronic fi ling.  Please fi le 
comments, motions to in-
tervene, notices of intent, 
and competing applications 

using the Commission’s 
eFiling system at https://
ferconline.ferc.gov/eFiling.
aspx.  Commenters can 
submit brief comments up 
to 6,000 characters, with-
out prior registration, using 
the eComment system at 
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
QuickComment.aspx.  You 
must include your name 
and contact information at 
the end of your comments.  
For assistance, please con-
tact FERC Online Support.  
In lieu of electronic fi ling, 
you may submit a paper 
copy.  Submissions sent 
via the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice must be addressed to:  
Kimberly D. Bose, Secre-
tary, Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission, 888 
First Street NE, Room 1A, 
Washington, DC 20426.  
Submissions sent via any 
other carrier must be ad-
dressed to:  Kimberly D. 
Bose, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, 12225 Wilkins 
Avenue, Rockville, Mary-
land 20852.  The fi rst page 
of any fi ling should include 
docket number P-15318-
000.

More information about 
this project, including a 
copy of the application, can 
be viewed or printed on the 
“eLibrary” link of the Com-
mission’s website at http://
www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
elibrary.asp.  Enter the 
docket number (P-15318) 
in the docket number fi eld 
to access the document.  
For assistance, contact 
FERC Online Support.

Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary

11/7-11/28 ____________
TRUSTEE’S SALE 

OF VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE

The undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee, by virtue 
of the authority vested in 
him by that certain Deed 
of Trust, dated August 25, 
2017, and duly recorded 
in the Offi ce of the Clerk 
of the County  Commis-
sion of Grant County, West 
Virginia, in Document No. 
201702866, in Book No. 
278, at Page 194 and 
re-recorded in Document 
No. MOD 2020000050, in 

Book No. 293, at Page 236, 
Sally J. Winebrenner and 
Edward L. Winebrenner 
did convey unto Richard 
A. Pill, Trustee(s), certain 
real property described in 
said Deed of Trust; and the 
benefi ciary has elected to 
appoint Seneca Trustees, 
Inc., as Substitute Trustee; 
and default having been 
made under the aforemen-
tioned Deed of Trust, and 
the undersigned Substi-
tute Trustee having been 
instructed by PennyMac 
Loan Services, LLC to fore-
close thereunder, will offer 
for sale at public auction at 
the front door  of the Grant 
County Courthouse in Pe-
tersburg, West Virginia, on

December 14, 2023 
at 1:00 PM

the following described 
real estate, together with its 
improvements, easements 
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, situate in 
03 - Milroy District, Grant 
County, West Virginia, and 
more particularly described 
as follows: 

All of that certain tract 
or parcel of real estate, 
together with any and all 
improvements, rights of 
ways and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, lying 
and situate in Milroy Dis-
trict, Grant County, West 
Virginia, about 5 miles west 
of Petersburg, on the east 
side of Maysville Road, 
leading from Cabins to 
Maysville, West Virginia, 
being part of Lot 4, contain-
ing 2.50 acres of the “Oak 
Cove Development - Sec-
tion A”.

Reference is hereby 
made to that Plat of Sur-
vey prepared by Thomas 
W. Firor, Licensed Land 
Surveyor of record in the 
Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
in Deed Book 153 at page 
4, which is incorporated 
herein for a more particular 
description thereof.

This being the same 
tract or parcel of real estate 
conveyed Sally J. Wine-
brenner by Angela Piccirilli 
in that Deed dated the 25th 
day of August, 2017 and re-
corded among the records 
of Grant County Clerk’s 
Offi ce immediately prior to 

the recordation of this deed 
of trust.

The following provi-
sions, covenants, restric-
tions and exceptions are 
more particularly set forth 
and contained in prior 
deeds in the chain of title 
and incorporated herein for 
all purposes:

“There is attached 
hereto and made a part of 
this deed by reference and 
incorporation a “Declara-
tion of Restrictive Cove-
nants” and same are to be 
a covenant to run with the 
land and to have the same 
force and effect at though 
textually incorporated in 
this deed.

There is excepted and 
reserved in the aforesaid 
deed dated September 13, 
1978, a fi fty (50) foot right 
of way or roadway, and 
which said right of way or 
roadway is for the use and 
benefi t of the remainder of 
Lot No. 4 not herein con-
veyed and Lot No. 2 not 
herein conveyed, and said 
reservation is set forth ver-
batim as follows:

‘There is excepted and 
reserved for the use and 
benefi t of the grantors, 
their heirs and assigns, a 
fi fty (50) foot right of way 
that will run parallel to the 
metes and bounds call 
in this Lot No. 4, being a 
common call with Lot No. 
12, to-wit, S 74˚ 25’ 53” W 
177.30’.

This right of way or 
road way is for the use 
and benefi t of Lot No. 2, 
and, further for any and 
all purposes of subdivision 
easements, including but 
not limited to, electric, tele-
phone, cable, sewer and 
water lines, and installation, 
construction, maintenance 
and repair thereof and with 
the right to construct, build, 
maintain and repair a road 
way or right of way and the 
right and authority to install 
and place such culverts or 
drainage systems as might 
be required therewith.’”

The 2017 real estate 
taxes are being prorated 
between the parties as of 
the date of delivery of this 
deed.  The 2018 real taxes 
and those for subsequent 

years shall be the respon-
sibility of the Grantee, her 
heirs, successors and as-
signs.

The real estate is as-
sessed on the 2017 Grant 
County Land Records in 
Milroy District on Tax Map 
427, Parcel 5.32.

Reference is hereby 
made to all instruments in 
the chain of title for any and 
all pertinent purposes. 

At the time of the exe-
cution of the Deed of Trust, 
this property was reported 
to have an address of: 276 
Cardinal Cir, Cabins, WV 
26855.

The referenced real 
estate will be conveyed 
with no covenants of war-
ranty, and subject to all 
covenants, restrictions, 
easements, rights of way 
and reservations which 
may be a matter of record 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s 
Offi ce or visible upon the 
ground, all prior liens and 
encumbrances, including, 

without limitation, liens for 
real estate taxes, inciner-
ator, sanitary and sewer 
charges.  The purchasers 
at the sale shall be re-
sponsible for paying the 
recording costs and also 
the tax on the privilege of 
transferring real property 
(the cost of the tax stamp 
to be affi xed to the deed).  
The purchasers shall be 
responsible for payment of 
all real estate taxes.

The subject proper-
ty will be sold in “AS IS” 
condition.  The Substitute 
Trustee shall be under no 
duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupying 
the subject property to va-
cate said property.  

TERMS: $9000.00 in 
cash and/or certifi ed funds 
as deposit at the time of 
sale with the balance due 
and payable within 30 days 
of the day of sale.

FEDERAL TAX LIEN:  
In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 

the property, the United 
States would have the right 
to redeem the property 
within a period of 120 days 
from the date of such sale 
or the period allowable for 
redemption under local law, 
whichever is longer.

Pursuant to the Deed
of Trust, the Trustee may 
postpone the sale by public 
announcement at the time 
and place designated or 
by posting a notice of the 
same, and act by agent in 
the execution of the sale.  
The parties secured by the 
Deed of Trust reserve the 
right to purchase the prop-
erty at such sale.

SENECA TRUSTEES, 
INC.

5000 Combs Farm
Drive, Suite 104

Morgantown, WV 26508
(304) 413-0044
(304) 292-2918

Toll free: (888) 534-3132
Reference File No. 72016 
11/14-11/21 ___________

FOR SALE:
Two bags of ladies clothes, 
small/size 4, mostly dress 
clothes, 2 pairs of jeans 
and 2 blazers, Asking $40. 
Call 304-257-8166. 
8/15tfn ______________
Misc. HVAC line hide piec-
es, includes four sets of 
cover, elbows, fl ex pipe, 
3” width, white. Over $200 
value, asking $100. Call 
304-257-8166.
8/29tfn ______________
Three pair of men’s jeans, 
Old Navy, size 32x30 loose 
fi t, BRAND NEW, asking 
$55 for all or $20 per pair. 
Call 304-257-8166.
8/29tfn ______________
Trailer load of seasoned 
fi rewood, split, delivered, 
stacked. Trailer is 6’x11’ 
appr. 3‘ high, mostly oak, 
$225. Call 304-257-8166. 
9/19tfn ______________
Used outdoor wood fur-
nace, Mahony 300. Call 
304-668-2335.
11/7-11/14f ___________
large lawn/leaf sweeper 
that can be hooked up to 
tractor to clean up yard 
$200. Also large outdoor 
cart $100. Call 304-257-
1646.
11/14-11/21f __________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 

of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

SERVICES:
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________
Cleaning services: 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-
als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installa-
tion. Call Vernon Harman 
Construction, credit cards 
accepted.
9/12tfn ______________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________
MISCELLANEOUS:
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
11/14p _______________
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113.
11/14p _______________
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
11/14p _______________
SWITCH TO DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
736-4350
11/14p _______________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
INTERNET/TV
11/14p _______________

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Offi ce 
Professional online at CTI!  
Get Trained, Certifi ed & 
ready to work in months!  
Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
11/14p _______________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
11/14p _______________
FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-833-317-1335
11/14p _______________
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about 
our specials!
11/14p _______________
ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
11/14p _______________

CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
11/14p _______________
BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 
1-833-675-6435 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/WV
11/14p _______________
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044
11/14p _______________ 
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
11/14p _______________

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
11/14p _______________
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
11/14p _______________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
11/14p _______________
HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment. 
11/14p _______________

EMPLOYMENT:
Class A or B drivers. Top 
Pay - $32/hr. based upon 
abilities plus benefi ts. Call 
304-897-6650.
10/10-12/26p _________

Insurance Agent needed 
for local insurance offi ce.  
Licensed agent preferred or 
willing to obtain Insurance 
license, Need experience 
with computers, must have 
good customer communi-
cation skills, and be able to 
work well with others. Send 
resumes to Attention: Insur-
ance Agent, P.O. Box 39, 
Petersburg, WV 26847.
11/7-11/14 ___________
Experienced Bookkeeper: 
bookkeeping, payroll, AP, 
AR in a multi-client environ-
ment. QuickBooks and MS 
Offi ce experience. Manage 
deadlines. Excellent com-
munication skills, attention 
to detail and obsession 
with accuracy, integrity, and 
dependability in their work. 
Flexible hours, WFH and 
part-time available. Com-
petitive pay, per project or 
fi xed salary based on ex-
perience and skillset. Email 
resume wendy@wendy-
corp.com.
11/7-12/5p ___________

WANTED:
Wanted to buy leftover in-
sulation, 304-257-5066.
11/14-11/21f __________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________
3 br., 1 ba. house, 3 miles 
from Petersburg. Call 304-
358-8139. No pets.
11/7-11/14p __________

NOTICE:
No Trespassing. No Hunt-
ing on any of Gary R. 
Sites properties on South 
Mill Creek Road and Deep 
Spring Road, enclosed or 
unenclosed. Violators will 
be prosecuted to the full 
extent of the law. Not re-
sponsible for any accidents.
Gary R. Sites
11/14p ______________
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NOTICE OF REDEMPTION
(2021-S-00000006 - Grant County - Thomas Walker)
Grant County Press
Post Offi ce Box 39
Petersburg, WV 26847

DISTRICT UNION  MAP 386  PARCEL 0026 0000
You will take notice that Thomas Walker, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following

real estate, Certifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000006, 6.41 AC LOT 29 JORDAN RUN located
in UNION, which was returned delinquent in the name of LOVELESS GILBERT T & LESLIE 
J, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Grant County at the sale 
for delinquent taxes made on the 4th day of November, 2021, has requested that you be 
notifi ed that a deed for such real estate will be made to him or her on or after December 20,
2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount
you will have to pay on the last day, December 19, 2023, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, 
with interest, to December 19, 2023.  $363.26
Amount of subsequent years taxes paid on the property, since the sale,
with interest to December 19, 2023.  $241.99
Amount paid for Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served
and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2022
following the sheriff’s sale to December 19, 2023. $971.26
Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following
the sheriff’s sale to December 19, 2023.  $423.06
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or
certifi ed check must be made payable to The Honorable Brian W. Ours,
Sheriff and Treasurer of Grant County  $1,999.57
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certifi ed
check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey,
State Auditor  $35.00
You may redeem at any time before December 19, 2023 by paying the above total less

any unearned interest.
Return this letter and both certifi ed funds to the

WV State Auditor’s Offi ce, County Collections Division,
1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Building 1, Room W-114,

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

10/31-11/14______________________________________________________________



LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS • LEGALS

November 14, 2023  GRANT COUNTY PRESS, Petersburg, W.Va.   Page 3B

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES

(Code Chap. 44, Art. 2, 
Sec. 2.)

TO THE CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES OF 
THE ESTATE OF ELAINE 
SMITH SOLTZBERG, DE-
CEASED.

All persons having 
claims against the es-
tate of the said ELAINE 
SMITH SOLTZBERG, DE-
CEASED, whether due or 
not, are notifi ed to exhibit 
same, with the vouchers 
thereof, legally verifi ed, to 
the undersigned, at 304 
Virginia Avenue, Peters-
burg, WV, on or before the 
14th day of January, 2024; 
otherwise they may by law 
be excluded from all benefi t 
of said estate.

All benefi ciaries of said 
estate are notifi ed to be 
present on said day to pro-
tect their interests.

Given under my hand 
this 14th day of November, 
2023.

Duke A. McDaniel
Fiduciary Commissioner, 

Grant County, 
West Virginia

11/14-11/21___________ 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS
Williamson Shriver 
Architects Project 

 2023-019
The Administrative 

Council of South Branch 
Career and Technical 
Center, Petersburg, WV 
will receive bids for Phase 
2 – Interior Finishes to 
Cosmetology Classroom at 
South Branch Career and 
Technical Center until 1:30 
p.m., local prevailing time 
on 12th day of December 
2023, at the offi ce of the 
Administrative Council of 
South Branch Career and 
Technical Center, Peters-
burg, WV, at which time 
and place all bids will be 
publicly opened and read 
aloud

A MANDATORY Pre-
Bid Conference, for Gen-
eral Construction, has been 
scheduled for the 28th day 
of November at 1:30 p.m., 
at the South Branch Career 
and Technical Center.  A 
site visit will be conducted 
following the meeting.

The contract docu-
ments are available only 
from the architect’s elec-
tronic distribution system.  
Login credentials will be 
sent to all prospective con-
tractors and subcontractors 
after the request is made 
to biddocs@wsgarch.com.  
Addenda will be only dis-
tributed electronically from 
the Architects electronic 
distribution system to bid-
ders registered in atten-
dance at the mandatory 
pre-bid meeting.  

Each Bidder must be 
registered with the West 
Virginia Department of Tax 
and Revenue prior to the 
time and date for Receipt of 
Bids in order for his Bid to 
be considered.  Each Bid-
der’s registration certifi cate 
number shall be written in 
the space provided on the 
Form of Proposal.

All bidders are required 
to be licensed to perform 
work in the State prior to 
submitting a bid for this 
project as required by 
Chapter 21, Article 11, of 
the Code of West Virginia.  
Each Bidder’s Contractor li-
cense number shall be writ-
ten in the space provided 
on the Form of Proposal.

A satisfactory bid bond 
furnished by a solvent sure-
ty company authorized to 
do business in the State of 
West Virginia, in an amount 
equal to fi ve (5%) of the to-
tal amount of bid, payable 
to the Administrative Coun-
cil of South Branch Career 
and Technical Center, shall 
be submitted with each Bid.

Each (The) successful 
bidder will be required to 
furnish a satisfactory Per-
formance Bond and Pay-
ment Bond and the fee for 
same shall be included in 
their bid.

No bid may be with-
drawn after the scheduled 
closing time for the receipt 
of bids for at least thirty(30) 
days.

The Administrative 
Council of South Branch 
Career and Technical 
Center, Petersburg, WV 
reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids.

Administrative Council 
of South Branch Career 
and Technical Center,

Ms. Shelly Crites, 
Director

11/14-11/21 ___________
NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

CONVEYANCE
OF THE UNITED

 METHODIST CHURCH 
PROPERTY

(Mt. Carmel United 
Methodist Church)
Notice is hereby given 

that the Board of Trustees 
of the West Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church will, on 
or after November 21, 2023 
QUITCLAIM, GRANT and 
CONVEY to the Trustees 
of Mt. Carmel Church all 
of their right, title and in-
terest in and to that certain 
lot or parcel of real estate 
situate, lying and being in 
Grant District, Grant Coun-
ty, West Virginia, described 
as follows: 

BEGINNING at a stake, 
the North East corner of a 
school house lot granted 
by the said G. F. Williams 
& wife to the Board of Ed-

ucation of Grant Township 
by Deed of May 24th 18__8 
and recorded in County 
Book 11 Page 529 and run-
ning thence with a revised 
course S 14 1/2 ° E. 6 2/3 
poles to a stake, thence N 
8 1/2° 11.1 poles to a stake 
near said pike, thence S. 
14 1/2° W. 6 2/3 poles to 
a stake a corner to said 
school house lot and with 
the second line thereof S. 
81 1/2 ° E. 6 poles to the 
beginning containing one 
fourth of one acre. 

And being the same 
property conveyed from 
George F. Williams and 
Margaret A. Williams to 
Trustees of the United 
Brethren in Christ by Deed 
dated May 18th, 1871 and 
recorded in the Offi ce of the 
Clerk of the County Com-
mission of Grant County, 
West Virginia in Deed Book 
2, at Page 529, reference 
to which is hereby made.

Said Mt. Carmel Unit-
ed Methodist Church was 
declared closed effective 
on August 19, 2023 by a 
majority of the District Su-
perintendents of the West 
Virginia Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist 
Church.

Dated the 3rd day of 

November, 2023.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE WEST VIRGINIA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

OF THE UNITED
 METHODIST CHURCH 

By: Robert N. File, 
Chancellor 

130 Main Street
Beckley, West Virginia 

25801
(304) 253 – 3358

11/14-11/21 ___________
NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

CONVEYANCE
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
PROPERTY

(Hedrick Chapel United 
Methodist Church)
Notice is hereby given 

that the Board of Trustees 
of the West Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church will, on 
or after November 21, 2023 
QUITCLAIM, GRANT and 
CONVEY to the Trustees 
of Hedrick Chapel Church 
all of their right, title and in-
terest in and to that certain 
lot or parcel of real estate 
situate, lying and being in 
Milroy District, Grant Coun-
ty, West Virginia, described 
as follows: 

BEGINNING on the 
east side of the South Mill 
Creek Road at a stake (to 

be placed) thence S. 86 
3/4° E. 10 poles to a fence 
post; thence S. 5° W. 12 
poles to a small locust 
and fence post; thence S. 
77 1/2° W. 4 ½ poles to a 
stake on the east bank of 
the road; thence with the 
road N. 20 W. 6 poles to 
a corner of the original lot; 
thence with lines of same 
S. 87° E. 5 pol4s to a stone; 
thence N. 3° E. 7 poles and 
15 links to a stone; thence 
N. 88° W. 7 poles and 17 

links to in the road; thence 
leaving the original lot or 
lines of same N. 20 W. 10 
½ feet to the beginning, 
containing 48 square poles, 
more or less.

And being the same 
property conveyed from 
Charles L. Graham to 
Trustees of the Hedrick 
Chapel Evangelical United 
Brethren Church by Deed 
dated November 4th, 1950 
and recorded in the Offi ce 
of the Clerk of the Coun-

ty Commission of Grant 
County, West Virginia in 
Deed Book 49, at Page 
402, reference to which is 
hereby made.

Said Hedrick Chapel 
United Methodist Church 
was declared closed ef-
fective on September 1, 
2023 by a majority of the 
District Superintendents of 
the West Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.

Dated the 3rd day of 

November, 2023.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE WEST VIRGINIA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

OF THE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

By: Robert N. File, 
Chancellor 

130 Main Street
 Beckley, West Virginia 

25801
(304) 253-3358

11/14-11/21 ___________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES 

AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make a 
complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Virgin-
ia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person object-
ing to the qualifi cations of the personal representative or the 
venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written notice of 
an objection with the County Commission through the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above within 60 
days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 30 days 
of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in fi ling claims against an estate must fi le 
them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, January 13, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  DAVID L. HARMAN
ADMINISTRATRIX: JENNY L. HARMAN
 641 JUSTIN TURNER RD.
 NEW CREEK, WV 26743-9042
ATTORNEY:  WILLIAM H. JUDY III
 110 N. MAIN ST.
 MOOREFIELD, WV 26836-1129

ESTATE NAME:  MARY ELIZABETH HERSHAW
EXECUTRIX: ELIZABETH ANNE HAKES
 46 EARHART COURT
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-1501

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
9th day of November, 2023

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

11/14-11/21 ____________________________________ 

PUBLICATION BY SHERIFF OF CERTIFICATION LIST
PER: WEST VIRGINIA CODE §11A-3-13

List of tax liens on real estate in the County of GRANT, in the month (or months) of October, 2023, certifi ed for nonpay-
ment of taxes thereon for the year 2022, and Certifi ed to the Auditor of the State of West Virginia:

NAME OF PERSON LOCAL DESCRIPTION OF LANDS QUANTITY OF LAND
CHARGED WITH TAXES   CHARGED 

01 - BAYARD
PURGITT, CLARA W. ESTATE LOT 36 HUBBARD ADD  $0.00

02 - GRANT
CANTRELL TIMOTHY 3.50 AC LOT 74 BADLANDS RANCHES SUB $0.00
FUNK ANNA L. 8.14 AC PARK PLACE  $0.00
INSKEEP JARED 15.73 AC TR 4 STINGLEY PLACE $0.00
KIM DO KYUN 2.99 AC LOT 1 BADLANDS RANCHES SUB DIV $0.00
KIM DO KYUN 2.10 AC LOT 2 BADLANDS RANCHES SUB $0.00 
LARSEN PAUL  15.77 AC. THORN RUN  $0.00
O’HAVER JAMES O & RHONDA O 1.88 AC N OF GEORGE LAND $0.00

03 - MILROY
HARDY CO HOLDINGS .70 AC LOT 9 SEC IV SKY VALLEY SUB DIV $0.00
KRAMER MARTIN R SR 
   & PAMELA TRUST 5.33 AC TR 13 MIDDLE MT $0.00
NESSELRODT MARK E  2.13 AC FORD LAND  $0.00
VANMETER KATHERINE 1.64 AC CHARLEYS KNOB $0.00
VANMETER KATHERINE  2.16 AC SCOTTS RIDGE $0.00
VANMETER KATHERINE  .61 AC LOT 3 UNIT A WELTON LAND $0.00
WHITE JEREMY D 1.69 AC WOLFE THICKET $0.00

04 - PETERSBURG
BENNETT LESTER  .17 AC LOT 3 & PT LOT 4 HIGHLAND AVENUE $0.00
JACKSON DARREN LOT 54 GRAND VIEW ADD 72 HYRE AVE $0.00
KUHN JONATHAN R  .15 AC FORT HILL  $0.00

05 - UNION
ALLEMARI STONE LLC 1.16 AC HARTMANSVILLE $0.00
BEACHY BETTE R 
   & VARELA CATHERINE J. LOT GORMANIA  $0.00
BEACHY BETTE R  
   & VARELA CATHERINE J  LOT GORMANIA  $0.00
BEACHY BETTE R 
   & VARELA CATHERINE J 1.23 AC LOT 6 FERREL’S SUB DIV $0.00
BULICK JASON 2.09 AC LOT 5 RETREAT AT DOLLY SODS $0.00
GRIER FRANK LUTTRELL 1/9 1,020 AC MASLIN FARM  $0.00
JONES KERMIT & MARY JANE 2.45 AC NR GORMANIA  $0.00
MARCELLUS SHALE LLC ETAL 519 AC (2.50 % OF 1/2 INT  O&G)
MARCELLUS SHALE LLC ETAL 100 AC (2.50 % OF 3/4 INT) MINERALS O&G $0.00
MCINTIRE WILLIAM ESTATE 54.25 AC HARTMANSVILLE LESS CO  $0.00
   124.66 AC HARTMANSVILLE L COAL $0.00
MCINTIRE WILLIAM ESTATE 156.25 AC COAL  $0.00
MENCKE CHARLES N & 
   HARDESTY LEONA 2/3 317.75 AC MINERALS 2/3 KITZMILLER LAND $0.00
QUIS FRANCIS R JR 1/9 1,020 AC MASLIN FARM  $0.00
QUIS FRANCIS R JR & ROBERTA 1/9 1,020 AC MASLIN FARM  $0.00
SHOBE WILLIAM H & MARY 05100000011 O & G  $0.00
TURLEY ROBERT ERIC .34 AC LOT 38 SPRUCE RIDGE $0.00
WELTON A J ESTATE 298.50 AC MINERALS 3/8 INT $0.00
WELTON A J ESTATE 380 AC MINERALS 3/8 INT $0.00
WELTON A J ESTATE  40.75 AC MINERALS 3/4 INT $0.00

 The owner of any real estate listed above, or any other person entitled to pay the taxes thereon whose interest is not 
subject to separate assessment, or any person having a lien on such real estate, or on an undivided interest therein may, 
however, redeem such real estate as provided by law.

Given under my hand this 11th day of November, 2023.
Brian W. Ours

Sheriff of Grant County
To cover the costs of preparing and publishing such list, a charge of $15 shall be added to the taxes, interest, and 

charges already due on each item listed.
11/14 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

October 31st
TEAM STANDINGS: 

WELD 29 – 15, Termina-
tors 28.5 – 15.5, Split Hap-
pens 27 – 17, NKOTB 26 – 
18, Country Cars & Trucks 
24 – 20, Vetter’s Guns & 
Ammo 23.5 – 20.5, Lucky 
Strikes 20.5 – 23.5, Empire 
Strikes 20.5 – 23.5, Outlaws 
11 – 33.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Tyler Hal-
terman 252, Cohan Kesner 
and Jacob Wratchford 246, 
Evan Kesner 236. (HAND-
ICAP): Jacob Wratchford 
284, Tyler Halterman 281, 
Roger Earle 266, Jerry 
Propst 259.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Tyler Halter-
man 694, Jacob Wratchford 
634, Evan Kesner 632, Co-
han Kesner 620. (HAND-
ICAP): Tyler Halterman 
781, Jacob Wratchford 748, 
Jerry Propst 747, Charles 
Keplinger 707.

HIGH AVERAGE 
(MEN): Richie Burgess 
211.58, Tyler Halterman 
200.30, Larry Walp 198.64, 
Phil Crews 196.33.

HIGH GAME WOMEN 
(SCRATCH): Dee Anna 
McDonald 213, Helen Bell 
and Teresa Sullivan 172, 

Denise McGreevy 171. 
(HANDICAP): Helen Bell 
267, Dee Anna McDonald 
264, Teresa Sullivan 256, 
Ashley Day 251.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Dee Anna 
McDonald 540, Ashley Day 
505, Denise McGreevy 
496, Teresa Sullivan 480. 
(HANDICAP): Ashley Day 
748, Teresa Sullivan 732, 
Helen Bell 727, Denise Mc-
Greevy 697.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Carissa Michael 
180.70, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 174.39, Sarah Earle 
162.86, Tonya Keplinger 
156.72.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

November 2nd
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Builders Center 28.5 – 
15.5, American Classic 
27 – 17, Petersburg Oil 
Company 25 – 19, Coun-
try Cars & Trucks 25 – 19, 
Strikeforce 24 – 20, Golden 
Lanes 20.5 – 23.5, Vetter’s 
Mini Mart 20 – 24.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Cohan Kesner 
257, Zachary Arbaugh 
246, Terry Wratchford 245, 
Bradley Vetter II 237, Don 
Himelright 236. (HAND-
ICAP): Bradley Vetter II 
278, Cohan Kesner 273, 
Don Himelright 270, Chris 
Kesner 268, Logan Willis 
and Terry Wratchford 265.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Cohan Kesner 
654, Bradley Vetter 644, 
Zachary Arbaugh 623, Ter-
ry Wratchford 612, Logan 
Willis 595. (HANDICAP): 
Logan Willis 748, William 
Barr 735, Chris Kesner 
728, Bradley Vetter 725, 
Danny Kesner 709.

HIGH AVERAGE: 
Zachary Arbaugh 224.07, 

Kyle Davy 223.00, Co-
han Kesner 212.85, Gary 
Leatherman 209.42, Der-
ek Miller 209.33, Terry 
Wratchford 206.91.

SBV WOMEN
November 6th

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Dee Anna Mc-
Donald and Penny Sites, 
210 and Kathy Vance 199. 
(HANDICAP): Penny 
Sites, Kathy Vance 241 and 
Dee Anna McDonald 235.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Penny Sites 556, 
Dee Anna McDonald 524, 
Denise McGreevy and 
Kathy Vance 523. (HAND-
ICAP): Penny Sites 652, 
Kathy Vance 649, Denise 
McGreevy 625.
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The employees of Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center have chosen Ruth 
Cosner as their Resident of 
the Week.  

Ruth has been a resident 
of our facility since Sep-
tember 13. She was born on 
March 30, 1931, in Scherr, 
(Grant County), to Ohley 
and Willye (Shell) Hawk.  
Ruth was the third eldest of 
fi ve children.  Her siblings 
were Ralph Hawk, Oleda 
VanMeter, Loren Purdum, 
and Mae Harper. Ruth is 
the last remaining member 
of her family.

Ohley Hawk was a car-
penter and a farmer and 
built houses and barns.  
When he built something, 
he built it the old-fashioned 
way, with pegs, instead of 
nails. He also managed a 
farm to help feed his fam-
ily.

The family worked 
the farm together. One of 
Ruth’s main duties was to 
help take care of the gar-
den. She also learned how 
to cook from her mother, 
which is one of Ruth’s fa-
vorite things to do.

The family also hunt-
ed together. Ohley loved 
to hunt and fi sh, and Ruth 
shared her passion of hunt-
ing with him.

Ruth attended Maysville 
Elementary School, and 
then transferred to Peters-
burg High School. She did 
not fi nish school, because 
she fell in love with her 
neighbor who lived seven 
miles from her, Toney A. 
Cosner.  “He took a look at 
her and decided he wanted 
her.  They were both ornery, 
so they took to each other,” 
their son, Andy reported.  
The couple fell in love and 
were soon married. Andy 
was born in 1951.

When asked what he 
remembered most about 
his mother, “Mostly spank-
ings; I inherited the orneri-
ness, too. I would get a butt 
smacking, but soon I was 
out doing it again,” he said 
with a laugh.  

While Andy was grow-
ing up, Ruth was a stay-at-
home mother. As a family 
they enjoyed camping trips 
and they also enjoyed hunt-
ing together. They went to 
Vepco lake and camped at 
the Stoney River Dam. 

Around 1970, Ruth 
started a job at American 
Woodmark, where she 
would remain about 35 
years. However, in the fall 
of 2005, Toney became 
sick, so Ruth retired, to be-
come a full-time caretaker.  

He passed away on June 6, 
2006. Ruth was saddened 
to lose the love of her life, 
but she resolved to focus on 
the family that Toney and 
she created.

They have two grand-
daughters, four great- 
grandchildren and one 
great-great-granddaughter. 
“I am proud of my grand-
children. I have been bless-
ed.”

Ruth also loves to read 
westerns and shares a love 
of Louie L’Amour books 
with her son, Andy. She 
also loves to read healing 
and gardening books.  

Another favorite activ-
ity was putting puzzles to-
gether. “She is so patient. 
She could put puzzles to-
gether easily; me on the 
other hand, I would try 
to put pieces where they 
didn’t go,”  Andy laughed.

As stated previously, 
Ruth loved to cook and 
bake. She would get into 
lively discussions about 
cooking and baking with 
her daughter-in-law, Lin-
da Lou Cosner (deceased).  
“Those discussions, I could 
not get in the middle of.  
They were both excellent 
cooks.”

Ruth also loved fi shing.  
In fact, she is trying to talk 

Andy into taking her as 
soon as possible.  

Ruth is a devout Chris-
tian and a member of Rig 
Assembly of God Church.  
She was a Sunday school 
teacher when she was 
younger.  She loves reading 
her Bible.

Unfortunately, Ruth’s 
health declined, and she 
was no longer able to be 
at home on her own. At 
the facility, her smile is 
infectious and her laugh-
ter echoes our halls. She is 
friendly and loves talking 
with staff and other resi-
dents. We are blessed to 
have her in our GRCC 
family.

Congratulations Ruth on 
being GRCC’s Resident of 
the Week.

Ruth Cosner chosen as Grant Rehabilitation 
and Care Center’s Resident of the Week

Alpha Kappa teachers celebrate homecoming

A homecoming celebra-
tion kicked off a new year 
for Alpha Kappa Chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International. 

The October meeting, 
at the Forman Communi-
ty Center in Grant Coun-
ty, was hosted by Mineral 
County members. Spirit 
Week activities led up to 
the meeting, which provid-
ed an opportunity to recog-
nize the chapter’s accom-
plishments and welcome 
back members who had 
been unable to participate 
recently.

Members wore red, a 
society color, and each re-
ceived a handmade home-
coming mum corsage. The 
meeting room, decorated in 
red and gold, featured a dis-
play board that highlighted 
chapter projects from the 
previous year. 

Newsletters, newspaper 
clippings and the chapter 
scrapbook, all of which 
received top honors at the 
spring state convention, 
were available for review.

Judy Bowyer gave the 
blessing before the 21 at-
tendees had brunch. Pres-

ident Vickie Skavenski 
called the business meeting 
to order, and Jo Ann Har-
man led the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Vickie Saville gave 
inspirational thoughts titled 
“Welcome Home, Sisters” 
that spoke of the joy of re-
union and rekindling con-
nections.

“Here’s Your New State 
President” was the program 
presented by Skavenski, 
the new West Virginia state 
organization president. 
She reviewed goals for 
the 2023-25 biennium, re-
capped her leadership plan, 
and promoted the next state 
conference, which will be 
at Canaan Valley Resort 
State Park, April 5-6, 2024. 

Skavenski’s theme is 
“DKG Proud: Proud Wom-
en Educators, Proud West 
Virginians, Proud Appala-
chians.” She led members 
through a lively Appala-
chian IQ quiz, and every-
one had a few laughs learn-
ing interesting facts about 
the region.

Peggy High and Karen 
Davis shared a memori-
al for Hampshire County 
member Louisa Hardy, 

who died in May. Ruby Al-
varo remembered honorary 
member Betty Coffman, 
who also passed in May.

Harman reported on the 
status of the tree donation 
in memory of deceased 
Mineral County member 
Annette Boggs. A sug-
ar maple will be selected 
and planted by the WVU 
Jackson’s Mill staff at the 
Annette S. Boggs STEAM 
Education Center. 

Beverly Mathias, Janice 
Heavner and Bowyer were 
recognized as Local Lead-
ing Ladies for their com-
munity volunteer work. 

Skavenski awarded 
Saville the Recognizing 
Our Star Educator (Rose) 
Award for organizing the 
homecoming celebration 
and for all her contribu-
tions to both the local and 
state DKG chapters.

Raffl e winners includ-
ed High, Vickie Lambert, 
Heavner, Harman, Donna 
Bodkins, Pam Boggs, Bow-
yer, Sue Harper, Teresa 
Eye, Skavenski, Davis, Su-
san Garrett, Amber Champ, 
Janice Heavner, Betty In-
skeep, Donna Kuhn, Car-

olyn Harper, Mathias, and 
Sue Harper.

Mathias, chapter trea-
surer, reminded members 
that the “Make It, Bake It, 
Take It” project in Novem-
ber will be a fundraiser 
with proceeds remaining in 
the chapter treasury.

The Delta Kappa Gam-
ma Society International 
is a professional honorary 
Society of women educa-
tors. Alpha Kappa Chapter 
members are from Grant, 
Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral 
and Pendleton counties.

Celebrating homecoming were (front) Vickie Lam-
bert, Jo Ann Harman, Pamela Boggs, Sue Harper 
and Ruby Alvaro, and (back) Janice Heavner, Beverly 
Mathias, Donna Bodkins, Susan Garrett, Teresa Eye, 

Judy Bowyer, Donna Kuhn, Vickie Skavenski, Betty 
Inskeep, Carolyn Harper, Karen Davis, Sharon Harr, 
Becky Heavner, Vickie Saville, Peggy High and Amber 
Champ.
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DEAR PAWS: On my 
morning walks, I’ve no-
ticed that someone in a 

house down the street puts 
their dog outside, tied to 
the porch railing, with only 
a pan of water. They stay 
out there all morning. Now 
that the weather has turned 
cold, I still see this dog tied 
up every morning outside. 
Even with a shaggy coat, 
the dog is shivering. What 
can I do to stop this? 

-- Francesca W. 
via email

DEAR FRANCESCA: 
If this person isn’t some-
one you know, and you’re 
nervous about knocking on 
their door to talk to them 
about it, then contact the 
animal control department 

for your town, city or coun-
ty. If you live in an area 
where there is no animal 
control unit, call the nearest 
shelter or Humane Society 
to make a report. 

In cold temperatures, 
even temps above freezing, 
dogs can suffer a cold in-
jury. Their paws and noses 
-- any exposed skin -- are at 
risk for frostbite. Hypother-
mia can be deadly, or it can 
permanently impair their 
immune system and overall 
health. A thick coat doesn’t 
provide as much protection 
from the cold as one might 
think.

Many cities have laws 

against leaving pets out in 
extreme cold or heat. And 
tying up a dog outside, 
even for a few hours, is also 
unacceptable. If no one else 
is saying anything about it, 
go ahead and make some 
noise by calling any orga-
nization that can help and 
fi nding out where you can 
go to make it happen even 
faster. Thank you for pay-
ing attention to and helping 
that dog out.

Readers, have you dealt 
with a similar situation? 
Tell us about it at ask@
pawscorner.com..

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FUN &
PUZZLES

ANIMAL
AQUAFABA

BUDDHA BOWL
BYPRODUCT

CAROB
CASEIN

CONSUMPTION
ETHICAL

FAUX
FLEGG

FLEXITARIAN
GELATIN

HARDLINE
HEALTH

JACKFRUIT
LEGUMES

MOCKMEAT
NUTRITIONAL 

YEAST
PAREVE

RAW
SEITAN

TEMPEH
VEGAN

WELFARE

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

Shaggy Dogs 
Aren’t Imper-
vious to Cold 

Weather

What happens when you eat too much pumpkin pie in 
the fall? You will get autumn’y ache

V V V V V V 

Life’s gourd, but then you pie.
V V V V V V 

I just saw my wife trip and fall, while carrying a laundry 
basket full of ironed clothes. I watched it all unfold.

V V V V V V

Which pigs hide in bushes? Hedgehogs
V V V V V V 
I had a bunch of books fall on me. I only have my shelf 
to blame.

DAD JOKES
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Cadet Airman First 
Class Madisyn Porter, a 
member of the local Po-
tomac Highlands Com-
posite Squadron, was re-
cently presented with the 
prestigious Region Com-
mander’s Commendation 
Award at the West Vir-
ginia Wing Conference in 
Charleston.  

Cadet Porter’s efforts 
as support staff during 
the Wing’s 2023 monthly 
glider operations at Grant 
County Airport were cited 
as the primary reason for 
the award’s approval. 

Throughout the year 
Cadet Porter’s outstanding 
performance as the Ground 
Boss Assistant included 
hook up and launch of the 
CAP glider for over 200 
fl ights, providing cadets 
from West Virginia, Mary-
land, Virginia, North Caro-
line and Delaware a chance 
to soar.

All members, includ-
ing cadets, are eligible to 
receive a Commander’s 
Commendation, however 
receiving the award at the 
regional level is especially 
signifi cant. 

The award is the sixth 
highest decoration possible 
in CAP and recognizes out-
standing duty performance 
where achievement and 
services are clearly and un-
mistakably exceptional.  

Cadet Porter was the 

only cadet among many 
adult senior members giv-
en this award at the con-
ference. Her service in 
Civil Air Patrol activities, 
especially her participation 
in support of glider fl ights, 
were the basis for her rec-
ognition as an outstanding 
cadet.   

Deputy Commander for 
Cadets, Lt. Bradley Link 
stated, “We’re really proud 
of Cadet Porter. She works 
hard and always does her 
best. Our squadron appreci-
ates her commitment to the 
Core Values and to CAP.” 

(The values of integrity, 
volunteer service, excel-
lence and respect, serve as 
the ethical framework for 
CAP’s service to Ameri-
ca. – www.gocivilairpatrol.
com) 

Civil Air Patrol is the 
longtime auxiliary of the 
U.S. Air Force and as such 
is a valued member of its 
total force. 

In its auxiliary role, 
CAP operates a fl eet of 
560 single-engine aircraft 
and 1,550 small Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems (sUAS). 
It performs about 90% of 

continental U.S. inland 
search and rescue missions 
as tasked by the Air Force 
Rescue Coordination Cen-
ter and is credited by the 
AFRCC with saving an av-
erage of 82 lives annually. 

CAP’s 66,000 members 
also perform homeland se-
curity, disaster relief and 
drug interdiction missions 
at the request of federal, 
state and local agencies. 

Visit www.GoCivilAir-
Patrol.com for more infor-
mation. To connect with 
your local squadron, please 
visit www.wv114.cap.gov. 

Local CAP Potomac Highlands Composit Squadron cadet 
receives commendation at state conference

Civil Air Patrol cadet Madisyn Porter receives a commendation award at the West 
Virginia Wing Conference.

CPS investigating 68% of child abuse and neglect 
referrals in required timeframe, DHHR leader says
By Amelia Ferrell Knisely

West Virginia Watch
Child protective ser-

vices workers are respond-
ing to around 68% of abuse 
and neglect referrals in the 
required timeframe, ac-
cording to state health de-
partment leaders, revealing 
some children may remain 
in dangerous situations.

The rate marks an im-
provement for the West 
Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources after a 2018 state 
audit found the state’s CPS 
workforce didn’t investi-
gate half of complaints in 
the required timeframe, 
which is typically 30 days, 
though some require a fast-
er response. DHHR lead-
ers acknowledged that the 
problem continued into 
2021. 

Cynthia Persily, incom-
ing secretary of the Depart-
ment of Human Services, 
told state lawmakers on 
Sunday that the ongoing 
inability to investigate all 
child abuse and neglect re-
ferrals in a timely manner 
is due to a number of fac-
tors, including a struggle 
to fi nd parents named in a 
referral. 

“It happens more often 
than we think,” Persily 
said. “We may have been 
given bad information, so 
it takes some days to fi nd 
the correct address or the 
correct town.”

State lawmakers heard 
from DHHR leadership 
in Wheeling at the start 
of November’s legislative 
interim meetings. Though 
CPS issues weren’t on the 
agenda, some lawmakers 
questioned DHHR leaders 
about their oversight as nu-
merous alleged child wel-
fare issues have come to 
light in the last few months. 

“A lot of our constitu-
ents are talking about this,” 
said Delegate Amy Sum-
mers, co-chair of the inter-
im Committee on Health 
and Human Resources Ac-
countability. 

Summers, R-Taylor, 
pointed to a story out of 
Kanawha County where 
neighbors said they called 
CPS numerous times with-
out response about children 
found living in a shed with-
out running water. 

West Virginia Watch re-
quested travel records that 
showed if a CPS worker 
visited the home in Sisson-
ville before the children 
were removed in October; 
that request is still out-
standing. 

West Virginia has the 
nation’s highest rate of 
children entering the foster 
care system, and its fam-
ilies are 2.3 times more 
likely than families nation-
ally to be referred to child 
welfare and three times as 
likely to be investigated, a 
report from the West Vir-

ginia Center on Budget and 
Policy revealed. 

In the past, the high vol-
ume of referrals coupled 
with a chronically-under-
staffed CPS workforce 
resulted in a struggle for 
social workers to check 
on kids who could be in 
dangerous situations. CPS 
workforce issues were not-
ed in an ongoing class-ac-
tion lawsuit against DHHR 
and Gov. Jim Justice about 
the alleged mistreatment of 
foster children in the state’s 
care, but Persily did not 
point to CPS shortages as a 
current contributing factor 
to the delays.

The state has imple-
mented a number of initia-
tives over the last year to 
address its CPS workforce 
shortage, including a gov-
ernor-backed pay increase 
and mental health support. 
The CPS workforce is now 
84% fi lled, according to 
state data, though the data 
doesn’t indicate the num-
ber of workers who are 
in training and not able to 
take on full caseloads. 

Persily said current 
child abuse and neglect 
investigations are also de-
layed because CPS can 
struggle to gather informa-
tion about the case from in-
dividuals who are hesitant 
to share. 

CPS supervisors are 
notifi ed weekly about out-
standing cases, she added.

“Certainly if it goes 
beyond 30 days, they’re 
working to resolve it,” 
Persily said. 

DHHR is working on 
improving its CPS out-
comes, according to Persi-
ly, who told lawmakers she 
has seen encouraging data 
emerging from the regional 
offi ces.

“I expect in the next six 
months we will see im-
provements,” she said.
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