
Area business owner, veteran 
and long-time correctional of-
fi cer Royce Plauger is striving 
to help those working in high-
stress occupations fi nd a crucial 
balance between home and work 
with the publication of his new 
book, “From the Oustide to the 
Inside: A Prison Guards Per-
spective, Finding Balance Be-
tween Work and Life.” 

Plauger, a Grant County na-
tive and graduate of Petersburg 
High School, was approached 
by a friend who owned a pub-
lishing company about writing 
a book.

“When he fi rst suggested 
this I never thought in a million 
years it would be something I 
would do,” Plauger said. “I nev-
er saw myself writing a book.”

Plauger is set to retire from 
a 27-year career in corrections, 
a job that is slated as one of the 
most stressful positions in the 
nation.

“I have learned a lot in those 
years and have seen a lot of those 
struggles fi rst hand,” Plauger 
said. “Originally, I had wanted 
to write something aimed at new 
or young correctional offi cers. 
Something to help them be suc-
cessful not only on the job, but 
in the rest of their lives.”

However, Plauger said he 
quickly realized that fi nding a 
work and home balance in high 
stress positions is a struggle that 
goes far beyond corrections and 
could be helpful to anyone work-
ing in high stress jobs, including 
law enforcement, military ser-

vicemen and fi rst responders. 
“If it’s something anyone 

would be interested in reading, 

After a series of heated meet-
ings, the Grant County Com-
mission and the Grant County 
Ambulance Service came to an 
amicable conclusion on how to 
handle changes to their services 
after a shift in how county trans-
ports will be handled. 

The discussion arose after 
HealthTeam, an ambulance 
service with West Virginia Uni-
versity, agreed to take over the 
transport of patients from Grant 
Memorial Hospital to outside 
medical centers. 

The Grant County Commis-
sion explained that this change 

would reduce the overall num-
ber of calls Grant County Am-
bulance responds to, potentially 
reducing the number of crews 
needed in the county. However, 
concerns over this arose from 
emergency medical service 
(EMS) responders who feared 
the reduction would leave the 
county vulnerable. 

This discussion of reorga-
nization also sparked concern 
among EMS workers who were 
allegedly going to be required to 
reapply for their positions. 

The issue seems to have 
come to an amicable conclu-

sion on Sept. 26 when the com-
mission met again with  Grant 
County Ambulance director 
Bobby Funk and assistant direc-
tor Jeremy Hottinger to discuss 
options. 

The commission unanimous-
ly voted to accept a proposal 
laid out by Funk and Hottinger 
that will ensure no positions are 
lost and no reapplication pro-
cess is necessary. 

According to the proposal 
laid out by Funk, Petersburg 
will maintain a 24 hour ambu-
lance crew while Mount Storm 
will have crew coverage for 12 

hours, with the Mount Storm 
crew returning to Petersburg for 
the remaining 12 hour shift.

This agreement will likely 
shift once a permanent facility is 
constructed in the Mount Storm 
area that will allow EMS work-
ers to have a space to rest and 
sleep while on long shifts. At 
that time, the commission said 
their goal is to keep a 24-hour 
crew on the mountain as well. 
The funding for this facility 
was recently proposed by Sen. 
Joe Manchin, who added Grant 
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Proudly Serving Grant County for 127 Years

Petersburg author writes about 
fi nding a work/home balance after 
nearly three decades in corrections

EMS reorganization discussion 
comes to amicable conclusion 

Assessor to hold 
mountaintop hours
The Grant County Assessor’s 
Offi ce will be holding offi ce 
hours in Mount Storm and Ba-
yard on Friday, Oct. 13 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. (at the Bayard 
Town Hall) and from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. (at the Mount Storm 
Community Center). IN LOVING MEMORY - Visitors to the Russ Hedrick Recovery Resource Center will notice a 

freshly planted birch tree, marked with a brick recognizing it as a memorial to those who have 
been affected by the disease of addiction. The tree was planted last week following the month-
ly PITAR meeting, with memorial remarks given by Potomac Highlands Guild director Mike 
Landis and Erin Gaertner of Jobs and Hope West Virginia. Community members who wish to 
purchase a memorial brick to be placed around the tree can do so by contacting the Russ Hedrick 
Center at 304-257-1155.              press photo

See Author, page 7A

Locals
work to 
address 
the unseen 
epidemic 
of veteran 
suicide

Grant County and the sur-
rounding region has been des-
ignated as a hotspot for a little 
seen but highly concerning epi-
demic - veteran suicide. 

“Back in the early 2000s the 
Veteran Administration came to 
realize that suicide among vet-
erans had reached an epidemic 
level,” explained Pastor Kevin 
Channell.

Channell, who is the pastor 
at the Petersburg Presbyteri-
an Church, discussed the issue 
during last week’s PITAR meet-
ing, held at the Russ Hedrick 
Recovery Resource Center. 

PITAR is a community-led 
substance abuse coalition that 
brings together medical profes-
sionals, community organizers, 
law enforcement offi cers, peer 
recovery specialists, local or-
ganizations and educators to 
spread awareness and fi ght back 
against the drug epidemic that  is 
ravaging rural West Virginia. 

“We have found that this 
community is very supportive of 
veterans but they often don’t un-
derstand what is going on with 
veterans, especially when they 
come back from deployment,” 
Channell said. “When a veter-
an has been deployed, we get 
trained and we are taken out of 
our families, our communities, 
our safe place. We are trained 
and we are put into a violent, 
horrifi c arena that our minds are 
not naturally made to deal with. 
Then we are brought out of that 
and placed back into this nice, 
peaceful environment and we 
don’t know how to deal with it.”

Channell, a United States Air 
Force veteran, explained that it 
can be extremely diffi cult for 
veterans returning from duty to 

See Veterans, page 7A

Public Notices

Thank you to all our sub-
scribers, readers, advertisers 
and supporters. National News-
paper Week is a celebration of 
local journalism and national 
freedom. We wouldn’t be here 
without you!

PHS All-Class Open 
House: Prior to the Oct. 6 foot-
ball game, the school will be 
open for the community to tour 
as part of the school’s Home-
coming celebration.

Tables will be set up for all 
classes to diplay alumni and 
memorabilia. RSVP principal 
Amanda Campbell at alcamp-
bell@K12.wv.us or call 304-
257-1444 by Oct. 5, to reserve 
a table.

Homecoming Parade on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, starting at 
5:45 p.m. The parade begins at 
PHS, to Pine Street, Virginia 
Avenue, Grant Street, East Av-
enue, Rig Street and ends at Vi-
king Stadium.

Powderpuff Football 
Game, Wednesday, Oct. 4, 
starting at 7 p.m.

IT’S PASTOR
APPRECIATION MONTH!
Honor your pastor with a 

thank you ad in next week’s 
Press. See page 6A for more in-
formation.

HOMECOMING WEEK



By Camille Howard
I’ve hit a milestone re-

cently - 40 years at the 
Grant County Press. It’s 
hard to believe but there it 
is and all because someone 
decided to take a chance on 
me.

When we moved here I 
applied for many jobs, but 
as a preacher’s wife I’m 
pretty sure some people 
just didn’t want me around 
to cramp their style.

I went to one interview 
for an offi ce job and while I 
was waiting, in walked this 
woman in a tight little red 
dress with heels and a mas-
sive amount of blonde hair 
(it was the ‘80s). I didn’t 
have a prayer after that, 
which turned out for the 
best anyway.

I heard in a roundabout 
way that I was qualifi ed but 
the employer didn’t want to 
put the effort into training 
me because “preachers usu-
ally move on in a couple of 
years.”

In general, it was hard to 
fi nd a job at that time, es-
pecially if you didn’t know 
anyone or weren’t related 
to anyone.

Finally, after a lot of ap-
plications and resumes, I 
got a call from Bill Fouch. 
He was looking for a book-
keeper and Dick Thomp-
son at the Potomac Valley 
Bank, who had my job ap-
plication, had recommend-
ed he give me a call.

Bill, Jodi, Rob and Todd 
had just moved back after 
a stint at the Parsons Ad-
vocate. Bill was previously 
at the Press for many years 
working in sales, and was 
now taking over as editor.

The bookkeeper was 
leaving and, probably be-
cause I have a minor in 
business and he really 
needed someone pronto, I 
got the job. 

I could hardly believe 
it. A full-time job with no 
Saturday or Sunday work. 
Perfect.

Well, nothing is ever 
perfect. The bookkeep-
er who trained me was a 
chain smoker, across the 
desk from her was another 
smoker and working in the 
back was a third smoker. 
By the time the two-week 
training  was over I had a 
pretty steady cough.

My name fi rst appeared 
as business manager in 

the staff box on Sept. 28, 
1983, along with Bill, Tom 
Hencke, Larry Beard, San-
dy Stump, Edith “Pete” 
McCauley, Richard “Rick” 
Dean and James Redman. 

It was a lot to learn, tax-
es were a nightmare until I 
got a few months under my 
belt, and all the books were 
done by hand - no comput-
er entries or billing.

Once I made a mistake 
on a state tax form and 
switched two digits on an 
employee’s social security 
number. I got a letter back 
saying we had a 
wanted felon work-
ing for us and 
I had a mess 
explaining it 
was a mis-
take.

Some t ime 
in ‘80s, a guy 
drove up in 
his white 
with gold trim 
Firebird wearing 
his best Don Johnson 
duds and gold chains. He 
was mad because his wife 
was caught for possession 
and said it was going to 
hurt his reputation, busi-
ness and whatnot in Bal-
timore. As he was arguing 
with Bill, the whole staff 
came to stand and listen. 
Then Bill bodily removed 
from the premises. We all 
wondered where he got all 
that bling. 

We went through many 
ups and downs and em-
ployees came and went. 
I learned how to work on 
ads and graphics to help 
out and found out I really 
enjoyed it.

One day, after a round 
of tax forms, I told Bill the 
next time he had an open-
ing in graphics I wanted 
the job. Months later he 
stopped by my desk and 
wanted to know if I was 
serious about working in 
typesetting and graphics. 

I said yes, we hired an-
other bookkeeper, and I 
was happy to be rid of that 
job. I revisited it sever-
al times when we were in 
between bookkeepers but 
that just reinforced the fact 
I didn’t want to take it up 
full-time again.

I kept the books for 10 
years, worked in graphics 
for 24 years and have been 
the editor for six. 

I learned quite a lot 

about being an editor from 
Bill. Having a desk in close 
proximity to his offi ce pro-
vided a lot of insight. He 
always had an open door 
policy; meaning he left his 
door open no matter who 
came in to see him.

This afforded him pro-
tection from those who 
might do and say things be-
hind a closed door or make 
accusations. That’s the way 
it still is. 

He had a great sense of 
the importance of the First 

Amendment and treat-
ing people as equally.

Still today, if your 
name is in the 
magistrate’s court 
report, you are 
going to be in the 
paper. We’ve had 

family mem-
bers and even 
employees 
have their 

names printed.
One guy came 

in very angry, said 
his lawyer sent him down. 
He threw his wallet on my 
desk and asked me how 
much I wanted. I asked 
for what? He said, to keep 
his name out of the court 
report. I replied that he 
couldn’t buy us off and he 
went away fuming.

There have been a few 
scary moments, threats 
(once to attack and burn 
down our building), nas-
ty phone calls and letters, 
and after the advent of so-
cial media, been a target of 
unhappy individuals. We 
don’t reply. That just turns 
into a deep, dark rabbit 
hole from which there is no 
escape.

We’ve also had some 
very nice compliments and 

we appreciate everyone 
who picks up the Press, 
purchases a subscription, 
buys advertising, submits 
local news and sports and 
does business with our 
print shop. 

I’ve got dozens of sto-
ries about this place and 
not enough space to write 
it. There’s never a dull 
moment and never a day I 
don’t feel a deadline sneak-
ing up on me.

Forty years ... that mile-
stone did sneak up on me. I 
think I need some cake and 
ice cream to celebrate!

••••••
Just as I was writing this 

column, John McDonald 
stopped by looking for an 
article from a 1983 Press.

He told me he bought 
Simmons Parts & Service 
(Carquest) in 1983 in Oc-
tober. He also mentioned it 
was the same year that Pete 
Peters opened Petersburg 
Electronics/Radio Shack.

Happy 40th to them, 
also! 

In last week’s edition I 
had a recipe for Pork Fried 
Rice. My sister called to 
say I forgot that she adds 
pineapple tidbits to her rec-
ipe which gives it a little 
extra fl avor.

I looked through the 
1983 editions of the Press 
but didn’t see a recipe col-
umn. Jodi didn’t start her 
“Stir Crazy” column until 
later.

The internet did provide 
some top 1983 recipes, and 
on every site was Spinach 
Dip in a Bread Bowl. Odd-
ly enough, my daughter just 
had some at a bridal shower 
last week and loved it.

Have a great week!
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The Potomac High-
lands Beekeepers Asso-
ciation (PHBA) will meet 
Thursday, Oct. 12, at 7 pm 
upstairs at the Romney Fire 
Department, 175 S. High 
Street in downtown Rom-
ney.  All meetings are open 
to the public and no prior 
experience in beekeeping 
is required.  This is their 
last meeting until February, 
2024. 

Potomac Valley Con-
servation District board 
meeting will be  Tuesday, 
Oct. 10, at 7 p.m. at the 
Farm Credit building, 550 
South Main Street, Moore-
fi eld. Additional informa-
tion is available at www.
wvca.us/district/pvcd.cfm” 
www.wvca.us/dis t r ic t /
pvcd.cfm or by contacting 

the offi ce at 304-822-5174. 
The meeting agenda will be 
available three days prior to 
the meeting. A copy may be 
obtained on the webpage or 
by contacting the offi ce at 
500 East Main St., Suite F, 
Romney.  The public is in-
vited to participate.  

Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Petersburg Ameri-
can Legion. Come join the 
group that will save our 
country. https://convention 
ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult 
Education enrolls stu-
dents for their High 
School Equivalency and 
does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 
8:30 am-12 noon. Call 304-

257-1277 to schedule or re-
quest information. 

Grant County Board 
of Education meets the 
second and fourth Tues-
days of every month at 5:30 
p.m. at the board offi ce on 
Jefferson Avenue.

Grant County Com-
mission meets every month 
on the second Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and the  fourth Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. in the low-
er level conference room. 
For the agenda check grant-
countywv.org

Grant County His-
torical Society board of 
directors meetings will be 
posted on the Society’s 
Facebook page. Members 
are welcome and encour-
aged to attend. 

GMH board meetings 

are held the fourth Monday 
at 7 p.m in the adminis-
trative conference room at 
Grant Memorial Hospital.

New Beginnings Com-
munity Outreach, Thurs-
day, 6-9 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church. 

Potomac High-
lands Cancer Support 
Group for cancer patients 
and caregivers, meets the 
fi rst Monday of every 
month, 5 p.m. at Living 
Hope Baptist Church, 1 
Veach St., Petersburg. Re-
freshments.

Petersburg City Cou-
ncil meets the fi rst Monday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall on Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at 6 p.m. every Tuesday 
at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, South Main Street 
in Petersburg. Call Wendy 
DeiCas at 304-257-2349. 
for more information.

To post meetings call 304-
257-1844 or email news@
grantcountypress.com 

Community Meetings & Events

ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES ON PAGE 7B

SPINACH DIP IN A 
BREAD BOWL

2 cups sour cream
1 envelope (1 ounce) 

ranch salad dressing 
mix

1 package (10 ounces) 
frozen chopped 
spinach, thawed and 
well drained

¼ cup chopped onion
¾ teaspoon dried basil
½ teaspoon dried 

oregano
1 round loaf of bread 

(1 pound)
Raw vegetables

In a large bowl, com-
bine fi rst six ingredi-
ents. Chill for at least 1 

hour. 
Cut a 1½ inch slice 

off the top of the loaf; 
set aside. 

Hollow out the bot-
tom part, leaving a 
thick shell. 

Cut or tear the slice 
from the top of the loaf 
and the bread from in-
side into bite-sized piec-
es.

Fill the shell with 
dip; set on a large plat-
ter. Arrange the bread 
pieces and vegetables 
around it and serve im-
mediately.

Makes 15 servings.
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UEC athletes attend leadership summit 

Four Union Educational Complex student athletes, Sa-
vannah VanMeter, Braylon Ward, Bailey Evans and 
Chanelle Sutton, were chosen to attend the Chick-fi l-A 
leadership summit hosted by both WVSSAC and Chic-
fi l-A. Students heard Mark Miller, best-selling author 
and a member of the High Performance Leadership 

Team at Chick-fi l-A, guest speaker, presented on lead-
erships from the heart. He signed books and spent time 
with students learning more about their individual ex-
periences. The group was accompanied by UEC Coach 
Abbi Kifer.

Oberholtzer wins GC Health Dept. 
radon poster contest 

Glover creates tree skirt for U.S. 
Capitol Christmas Tree initiative

Last year, students in Grant County who were in sixth grade participated in 
home radon testing and a radon poster contest sponsored by the Grant County 
Health Department. Sierra Oberholtzer won fi rst place in the poster contest and 
Kaylee Summerfi eld won third. Both are students at UEC. All students throughout 
the county who participated in the home radon testing received a T-shirt with Sier-
ra’s design on it.

Grant County, and West 
Virginia overall, will be 
well-represented at the 
United States Capitol this 
holiday season thanks to 
the work of one local seam-
stress. 

After a request was put 
out by the United States 
Forest Service for tree 
skirts that will line the 
Christmas trees at the cap-
itol, Grant County resident 
Rosanne Glover went to 
work.

Glover started sewing 
her West Virginia themed 
skirt in August and deliv-
ered the project to coordi-
nators last week. 

Glover designed the 

skirt pattern and the art-
work herself based on 
specifi cations put out by 
organizers using this year’s 
theme for the U.S. Capitol 
Christmas tree, “Endlessly 
Wild and Wonderful.”

The skirt includes multi-
ple iconic state symbols, in-
cluding the rhododendron, 
black bear, rainbow trout, 
Golden Delicious apple, 
maple leaf, and cardinal as 
well as an ode to Glover’s 
own love of music. 

“I started sewing when I 
was a kid in 4-H,” Glover 
explained. “And my moth-
er was a beautiful seam-
stress.” 

The artwork around the 

skirt was done in felt and is 
backed in leather. 

Glover’s tree skirt is 
now headed to Washing-
ton, D.C. where it will be 
displayed this Christmas 
season along with other 
creations from all over the 
country. 

Monongahela Nation-
al Forest is providing the 
70 to 80-foot tree that will 
be displayed on the West 
Lawn of the U.S. Capitol 
this holiday season. Small-
er trees will also be pro-
vided to federal offi ces in 
Washington, D.C., along 
with ornaments and tree 
skirts.

Rosanne Glover displays her creation before it headed to Washington, D.C.

Source: America’s Newspapers 2023 Local Newspaper Study 
conducted by Coda Ventures.

Almost 8 out of 10 
newspaper readers  
vote in national or  

state elections.

NEWSPAPER
READERS
DETERMINE
ELECTIONS



By Mac Warner
WV Secretary of State
In response to a recent 

op-ed advocating for the 
“canceling” of the moniker 
“Redskins” used by Hur-
ricane High, as a 23-year 
veteran of the United States 
Army, I felt it important to 
present the facts and statis-
tics as to why such rhetoric 
to cancel Native Americans 
from history is not only 
racist, but dangerous.

The term “Redskins” is a 
reference to the elite Indian 
warriors who would paint 
themselves in red paint in 
preparation for death prior 
to going into battle. 

The truthfulness of this 
fact won out in state and 
federal court when the Su-
preme Court of the United 

States ruled that the term 
“Redskins” is not a deroga-
tory term.

The students, alumni 
and Hurricane community 
identify with their mascot 
and what it represents - 
Indian warriors who were 
prepared to fi ght to the 
death to protect their fam-
ilies and communities. 

Honoring that Indian 
heritage and the Native 
American’s important role 
in our nation and our com-
munities should be cele-
brated, not canceled.

In fact, a 2016 Washing-
ton Post poll even shows 
that 90% of Native Amer-
icans do not fi nd the term 
offensive. Even now, Na-
tive American participation 
in the military remains at 

19% versus an average of 
14% of all other ethnicities 
since 9/11. 

The Navajo Code Talk-
ers played a critical role in 
winning World War II.

The recent opinion arti-
cle by Elliott Namay per-
fectly illustrates the radical 
left’s agenda to cancel any 
culture or entity that does 
not agree with them or that 
they are threatened by. 

Imagine a conservative 
making such remarks about 
another race, ethnicity or 
culture to be canceled. This 
is racism at its core defi ni-
tion.

Mr. Namay’s words are 
not just derogatory, they 
are disrespectful to veter-
ans and those serving our 
nation – specifi cally Native 

Americans. 
Native Americans are 

proud of their contributions 
to our great nation and 
West Virginia has deeply 
rooted Native American 
history of which we should 
all be proud. 

West Virginia has more 
veterans per capita than 
any other state, including 
the late National Medal 
of Honor recipient Woody 
Williams.

You can’t cancel histo-
ry and we must defend all 
who fi ght for and protect 
our freedoms from the tar-
get of cancel culture. 

While they are busy 
burning down America, we 
will continue to defend Her 
at all costs. 

Montani Semper Liberi.
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Speaking truth to power — 
the goal of every decent 
news organization

Hurricane High School “Redskins” are just 
the latest target of America’s cancel culture

By Eric Meyer, 
editor and publisher

Marion County (Kansas) 
Record

“Newspapers are dead,” 
a solemn but dubious audi-
ence of students heard. “In 
10 years, they’ll be gone 
altogether.”

We’ve all heard the 
grim assessment.

But it didn’t come this 
year, when corporate greed downsized far too many news-
rooms.

It didn’t come 15 years ago, when social media began 
to cocoon us into echo chambers that let us hear only what 
we believe.

It didn’t come 30 years ago, at the dawn of the Internet 
letting us browse multiple sources of information.

It didn’t come 45 years ago, when cable news channels 
began giving us talking heads, mouthing the same points 
over and over.

The grim assessment came 75 years ago, in a journal-
ism class that my father, a 1948  graduate, attended as a 
college senior.

Newspapers, he was told, soon would be replaced by a 
new, high-tech alternative:

Facsimile.
Yes, fax machines.
As Mark Twain would have noted, reports of our death 

have been greatly exaggerated. And it’s not because we’ve 
been turned into unkillable zombies.

We haven’t died because democracy needs us, and 
smart people nationwide know it.

If you have any doubts, look at the more than 10,000 
messages of support we’ve received at the Marion County 
Record from all over the nation and world.

Along with those messages have come more than 5,000 
orders for new subscriptions — not bad for a newspaper 
that had a press run of only 4,000 before police attempt-
ed to intimidate us and a local politician with coordinated 
raids later found to have been illegal.

They came at us like a SWAT team going after a jay-
walker who actually was in a crosswalk at the time.

Now that the dust of seizing seven computers and four 
cell phones has settled, the truth has become clear.

Their raid wasn’t to investigate any crime, which nev-
er occurred. It was to put us in our place like a bunch 
of 300-pound defensive linemen smashing into a quarter-
back after he releases a pass.

Eventually, the legal system threw a fl ag on the play. 
But before that, people all over the globe — a quarter of 
a million of them who read about the raid on our web-
site, plus countless others who read about it elsewhere — 
gasped in horror and demanded justice.

Speaking truth to power — the goal of every decent 
news organization — is just too important to our democ-
racy.

Our computers may have been seized, but our newspa-
per — along with the unvarnished truth it seeks to impart 
every week — could not be silenced. If it had been, it 
wouldn’t have been a medium that died. It would have 
been democracy.

Democracy is, as Winston Churchill said, the worst 
form of government — except for all the others that have 
been tried.

Democracy requires truth and facts — and a willing-
ness not just to listen to them but also to give voice to 
them.

That’s what newspapers do — asking questions when 
others are afraid to do so and providing truth that others 
seem reluctant to accept.

An old retort, intended as an insult, was that newspa-
pers affl ict the comfortable and comfort the affl icted.

But what’s wrong with that?
Democracy isn’t about Barney the Dinosaur singing, “I 

love you; you love me.”
Putting up a false façade of everyone agreeing about 

everything might work if every politician, every bureau-
crat, every person in power was a benevolent dictator, car-
ing only for everyone else’s well-being.

Ask the survivors of Nazi Germany or Putin’s Russia 
how that worked out.

True democracy isn’t neat and tidy. It’s about disagree-
ment — everyone presenting his or her personal truths in 
a public arena, then coming together to compromise on 
something that is at least minimally satisfying to the ma-
jority while protecting the minority.

By their very nature, newspapers are charged with fi nd-
ing hidden facts, speaking for the voiceless, and arguing 
for those who cannot easily be heard.

To some in the Barney generation, that makes us neg-
ative.

To others, it makes us patriots.

Student debt relief scams on the rise: 
Here’s what borrowers need to know

By Casey Quinlan
WV Watch

Complaints about stu-
dent debt relief scams are 
increasing as the date ap-
proaches for borrowers to 
restart payment on their 
student loans after more 
than a three-year pause.

Consumer protection 
advocates say that the 
Biden administration’s stu-
dent debt relief efforts, the 
subsequent halting of those 
policies by the courts, and 
the restart of student loan 
payments have bred confu-
sion that allow companies 
to take advantage of bor-
rowers.

“There is sort of this 
perfect storm out there that 
I think is allowing these 
fraudsters to prey on peo-
ple,” said Dan Zibel, vice 
president, chief counsel, 
and co-founder of Student 
Defense, a nonprofi t fo-
cused on student rights.

Zibel said that there has 
been a lot of policy and le-
gal news on student debt 
relief for borrowers to ab-
sorb in a couple years.

“There is news about 
repayment plans, news 
about cancellation, differ-
ent types of cancellation, 
whether it’s public service 
loan forgiveness or fraud-
based cancellation, the 
Covid pause, and then the 
courts get involved. Debt 
forgiveness is happening. 
Debt forgiveness is not 
happening. There’s new 
debt forgiveness,” he said. 
“ ... I think that sows con-
fusion for a lot of people.”

And with 44 million 
owing more than $1.7 tril-
lion — the third highest 
consumer debt in the U.S. 
— the appetite for relief is 
great and makes many easy 
prey for scammers.

Many of the debt relief 
scams often start with a 

telemarketing call where 
borrowers are promised 
debt relief if they pay a reg-
ular fee. The callers ask for 
sensitive personal informa-
tion, and mislead borrow-
ers about being affi liated 
with the U.S. Department 
of Education and student 
loan servicers. Some men-
tion “Biden Loan Forgive-
ness.”

The number of com-
plaints coming to the FTC 
about student debt relief 
scams has steadily risen 
in the past few months as 
the restart of student loan 
payments approaches, from 
385 in June to 562 in July 
and 610 in August. And the 
FTC and Department of 

Justice  have been cracking 
down on the scammers. 

In August, the agencies 
returned $9 million to peo-
ple who paid up to $800 
in upfront fees to Ameri-
tech Financial, to take part 
in what they thought was 
a federal loan assistance 
program. The scam also 
led borrowers to believe 
that their membership fees 
would help pay their stu-
dent loan balance. 

Arete Financial Group, 
which said it was affi liated 
with the Department of Ed-
ucation, had a similar scam 
that convinced people to 
make upfront payments. 
The FTC sent $3.3 million 
to those consumers in June.

The FTC also has start-

ed working with law en-
forcement agencies and 
attorneys general to stop 
illegal telemarketing calls. 
Some telemarketing cam-
paigns have included scam-
mers pretending to be the 
government or businesses, 
luring unsuspecting student 
loan borrowers.

How we got here
The Biden adminis-

tration has undertaken a 
number of policy efforts 
in the past few years to re-
duce the burden of student 
loan debt, including a pro-
gram announced in August 
2022 that borrowers who 
qualifi ed could have up to 
$20,000 of federal student 
loans canceled. 

Twenty-six million peo-
ple applied or sent enough 
information to the U.S. De-
partment of Education ap-
plying for the relief. How-
ever, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled against the plan 
in June of this year, fi nding 
that the administration did 
not have the authority to 
cancel the debt. 

Since then, the admin-
istration returned with 
the SAVE Plan, a new in-
come-driven repayment 
plan that allows some low-
er-income borrowers to 
pay nothing each month 
and lets some receive early 
student loan cancellation, 
among other benefi ts. 

Students who have been 
defrauded by for-profi t col-

leges are also continuing to 
receive student loan can-
cellation.

Zibel said that student 
debt relief scams tend 
to target borrowers who 
are the most vulnerable, 
whether they’re struggling 
economically or have lan-
guage barriers that could 
make people less able to 
identify fraud.

But anyone could po-
tentially be tricked by these 
schemes, said Kyra Taylor, 
staff attorney at the Nation-
al Consumer Law Center. 
She said scammers are get-
ting more sophisticated.

“I’ve heard reports from 
borrowers that scammers 
spoofed their student loan 
servicers email. And the 
only way you could tell 
that it was a spoof was by 
rolling your mouse over the 
links,” she said. 

“The scammers are so 
sophisticated and because 
the student loan system is 
so complicated, anyone 
could be vulnerable, espe-
cially if you’re getting an 
email that looks like it’s 
from your [student loan] 
servicer on its face. I think 
it’s getting harder and hard-
er to tell.”

How to spot a scam
Taylor offers some ad-

vice to borrowers who may 
fi nd themselves wonder-
ing whether they’re being 
scammed. For example, 
she tells borrowers not to 
provide sensitive informa-
tion such as a Social Se-
curity number to someone 
they believe is a student 
loan servicer.

“We’re getting clos-
er to restarting payment 
and people are expecting 
that their servicer is going 
to reach out to them. The 
servicer could be calling 

Scams
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September 30, 1953
The Conservation Com-

mission of West Virgin-
ia announced that due to 
the severe fi re conditions, 
caused by the extended 
drought, hunting season 
would not open in eleven 
counties, including Grant. 
The hunting season was to 
remain closed until condi-
tions changed that would 
reduce the fi re hazard.

Four Grant County stu-
dents, James Bush, Russell 
Hedrick Jr., and Jerome 
Muntzing, all of Peters-
burg and Lowell Secrist of 
Scherr, were members of 
the 96-member West Vir-
ginia University marching 
band that made its formal 
debut at the West Virgin-
ia – Pitt football game in 
Pittsburgh.

The body of Pvt. Del-
bert Shreve, a Grant Coun-
ty boy who lost his life in 
Korea in the spring, arrived 
in Petersburg for funeral 
services.

Veach-Townsend Clin-
ic births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Virgil Yokum of 
Landes, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Freed of 
Scherr, a son; Mr. and Mrs. 
Ona Riggleman of Peters-
burg, a son; Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Helmick of Petersburg, 
a daughter; Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Vance of Mouth of 
Seneca, a son; Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Turner of Mouth of 
Seneca, a daughter; Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Delawder of 
Moorefi eld, a son; Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Smith of Balti-
more, Md., a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. George Thomp-
son of Riverton, a daugh-
ter; Mr. and Mrs. Carl Cal-
houn of Brushy Run, a son; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Helman of Purgitsville, a 
daughter.

The Vikings had to set-
tle with a scoreless dead-
lock with Moorefi eld.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Iser 
of Mount Storm announced 
the birth of a son, at Poto-
mac Valley Hospital, Key-
ser.

Roland Carl Mullenax 
of Petersburg and Thelma 
Shirley Kimble of Smoke 
Hole have been granted a 
marriage license in Cum-
berland, Md.

October 2, 1963
The Petersburg Future 

Farmers of America swept 
top honors in the 40th an-
nual State Vo-Ag Judging 
Contest.

Gerald Sites, a native 
of Brushy Run, had been 
recently been employed in 
the personal credit depart-
ment of The Grant County 
Bank.

Announcement was 
made of the establishment 
of a trust foundation for 
Grant Memorial Hospital.

Vepco spent $54.2 mil-
lion of its 1963 construc-
tion budget of $89 mil-

lion during the fi rst eight 
months of the year.

A marriage permit was 
issued in Oakland to Clyde 
Elwood Hines of Dorcas 
and Eileen Mae Dolly of 
Maysville.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronnie Reynolds 
of Moorefi eld, a daughter, 
Sept. 25; Mr. and Mrs. Wal-
ter Nelson of Petersburg, 
a son, Sept. 25; Mr. and 
Mrs. David P. VanMeter 
of Petersburg, a son, Sept. 
27; Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Kimble of Lahmansville, a 
son, Sept. 29; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Edgar Rohrbaugh of 
Petersburg, a son, Sept. 27.

October 3, 1973
Information of the do-

nation of land in which the 
Instant Library in Peters-
burg was to be constructed 
was confi rmed by Henry 
Moomau. The land donated 
by him is located at the end 
of Mountain View Street.

Robert Sites was named 
administrative secretary for 
the county court.

The home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Neal Alt, Monarch 
Heights, was partially de-
stroyed by fi re.

SR Harold Cook of Pe-
tersburg graduated from 
basic training at San Di-
ego, Calif., and was taking 
14 weeks of commissary 
schooling.

It was not a “pretty” win 
for the Vikings, but their 
26-6 triumph over Circlev-
ille had to have some satis-
faction in it.

Mr. and Mrs. John 
Idleman of Petersburg 
announced the birth of a 
daughter, Sept. 19, at Rock-
ingham Memorial Hospital.

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital births included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Vernon Aronhalt 
of Elk Garden, a daughter, 
Sept. 26; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Wilson of Moorefi eld, 
a son, Sept. 29.

October 5, 1983
Less than three years 

after he was hired, Grant 
County Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Allen Davis re-
signed to accept as admin-
istrative post in Hampton, 
Va.

Mr. and Mrs. Danny 
Kessel of Maysville an-
nounced the birth of their 
son, Daniel Edward II, 
Sept. 29, at Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Cumberland.

The PHS Vikings foot-
ball team picked apart 
Hampshire High School’s 
defense to capture a 30-7 
victory.

George Schell and Brent 
Harman, members of the 
Petersburg Future Farmers 
of America Chapter, were 
awarded state farmer de-
grees during the closing 
session of the 55th annual 
state FFA convention.
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By Lori Kersey - West Virginia Watch
The state of West Virginia will restore health cover-

age to approximately 5,500 children who were wrongly 
removed from the Medicaid rolls because of an issue with 
the eligibility system, a spokeswoman for the Department 
of Health and Human Resources said Tuesday. 

West Virginia is one of 30 states that the Centers for 
Medicaid and Medicare said last week was not complying 
with federal requirements to do automatic renewals, also 
called ex parte renewals, at the individual level rather than 
the household level, as states return to pre-pandemic eligi-
bility rules for the program. 

Automatic renewals rely on available fi nancial infor-
mation for the recipient rather than sending them a renew-
al form to complete.

Children are eligible for Medicaid and CHIP at higher 
income levels than adults. By renewing the recipients at a 
household level, states could be disenrolling children who 
are still eligible for the programs. 

Jessica Holstein, interim director of communications 
for DHHR, said Tuesday the state currently does ex par-
te renewals only for its MAGI population, meaning those 
who qualify for the program based on income. The state 
has a CMS-approved mitigation plan for the non-MAGI 
population that does not remove them from the program 
because of procedural issues like not completing a renew-
al form. 

The state completes redetermination of eligibility for 
each member of the household, Holstein said. After a 
“thorough analysis” of the latest interpretation from the 
federal government on Aug. 30, the state identifi ed an is-
sue with the eligibility system that affected 5,500 children 
in households with at least one adult enrolled in Medicaid 
that missed at least one month of coverage since disenroll-
ments began in May, she said. 

“These children should have been approved through 
the ex parte process, but were mailed a renewal form that 
was subsequently not completed,” Holstein said. “[The 
Bureau for Medical Services] will restore coverage to 
these children by the end of October 2023.”

States were prohibited from removing people from 
Medicaid and CHIP in order to receive enhanced fund-
ing from the federal government for three years during 
the pandemic. In that time, West Virginia’s Medicaid en-
rollment grew 30% — from 504,760 in March 2020 to 
656,269 in December 2022, according to DHHR.

After the federal public health emergency ended, states 
began sending renewal letters to program participants be-
ginning in April as part of an “unwinding” process. 

According to the latest data from the state, for the 
months of April through August, the state removed more 
than 100,000 people from Medicaid or CHIP.

Burning season 
guidelines

WV to restore 
Medicaid coverage 
to 5,500 children

The West Virginia Division of Forestry reminds resi-
dents of their burning season guidelines:

Burning season dates are October 1 – December 31, 
and burning is prohibited during these dates from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

If burning has occurred during permitted hours (5 p.m. 
to 7 a.m.), the fi re must be completely extinguished by 7 
a.m.

Burning season prohibitions exclude: 
1) Small fi res for the purpose of food preparation, 

warmth or light around which all grass, brush, stubble or 
debris has been removed for at least 10 feet from the fi re 

2) Burning which is conducted at any time when the 
ground surrounding the burning site is covered by one 
inch of snow or more.

you but if they’re asking 
for personally identifi able 
information, I would hang 
up and call them back just 
to make sure that you’re 
talking to the right person,” 
she said. 

“The other piece is that 
it’s very unusual for the 
Department of Education to 
call folks. Any time you’re 
getting a call from some-
one saying they’re from the 
Department of Education, I 
think folks should be more 
skeptical.”

Mark Kantrowitz, an 
expert on fi nancial aid and 
author of “How to Appeal 
for More College Financial 
Aid” told States Newsroom 
in an email that it’s a bad 
idea to share your fi nancial 
student aid ID, which is 
your username and pass-
word, with a third party, 
because they can make 
changes you may not be 
aware of and will end up 
being responsible for. 

When borrowers log in, 
the federal student aid web-
site makes it clear that the 
use of this information by 
a third party “for purposes 
of commercial advantage 
or private fi nancial gain” 
is prohibited and subject 
to criminal prosecution, he 
added.

Taylor and Zibel said 

there are things the govern-
ment can do to reduce the 
damage done by student 
debt relief scams. Taylor 
said that if the government 
automated relief to bor-
rowers, scammers would 
have fewer opportunities to 
insert themselves into the 
process. 

Zibel said that the gov-
ernment should continue to 
educate people as return to 
payment begins on where 
to fi nd legitimate sources 
of information on their stu-
dent loans.

The FTC also offers ad-
vice on how to spot scams. 
The agency says it’s a red 
fl ag if someone tries to 
charge you for debt relief 
services before they have 
done anything for you as a 
borrower. 

Ari Lazarus, a consum-
er education specialist at 
the FTC, explained in an 
August blog, “... Nobody 
but a scammer will ever 
offer you quick loan for-
giveness.” Experts on these 
scams also remind borrow-
ers that no one has to pay 
for help with student loan 
relief and advise borrowers 
to look at the federal stu-
dent loan website.

Janet Yuen learned too 
late that she did not have to 
pay for help. In 2019, after 
receiving a phone call from 
A Better Solution Student 
Loans, or ABS Student 
Loans, she agreed to pay 

the company $33 a month 
to lower her debt.

Yuen, a social worker in 
Southern California, told 
States Newsroom that she 
quit making payments on 
her student loans because 
she thought ABS Student 
Loans was doing so on her 
behalf. 

Yuen said she paid $33 a 
month from October 2019 
to November 2021 to ABS 
Student Loans and provid-
ed the company with the 
username and password to 
her student loan website.

She has about $263,600 
in student loan debt and 
is out almost $900 —  the 
money she paid ABS Stu-
dent Loans that she said 
would have otherwise been 
spent on fi nancial needs 
such as paying medical 
bills.

Yuen said she has con-
tacted the FTC but the 
agency could not tell States 
Newsroom whether it is 
investigating the company 
because it does not make 
investigations public.

There is at least one 
government investigation 
into ABS Student Loans 
through Minnesota Attor-
ney General Keith Ellison’s 
offi ce. 

On Sept. 6, Ellison an-
nounced that 52 student 
debt relief companies are 
suspected of violating state 
law by not registering be-
fore offering debt settle-

ment services and possibly 
misrepresenting fees and 
services, including ABS 
Student Loans. 

Deputy chief of staff for 
the attorney general, John 
Stiles, told States News-
room that the offi ce has 
asked ABS Student Loans 
how many customers it has 
in the state but the compa-
ny has not yet responded.

ABS Student Loans’s 
website includes informa-
tion that it is not affi liated 
with a government agency 
and that borrowers do not 
have to use a third party to 
apply for student debt relief 
under a link to its privacy 
policy at the bottom of its 
website. 

The California-based 
company did not respond 
to States Newsroom’s mul-
tiple requests for informa-
tion.

Have consumer related issues 
and questions? Attorney general’s 
mobile offi ce here next week

West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey an-
nounced a representative from his offi ce will meet with 
area residents in October to discuss consumer-related is-
sues and answer any potential questions.

 “These public events are a great way for consumers to 
talk one-on-one with our consumer representatives,” At-
torney General Morrisey said. “Residents can easily get 
questions answered, learn what is going on in their area 
and how to keep personal information safe and secure.”

 Richard Dennis, a consumer outreach and compliance 
specialist with the offi ce, will host the events below: 

Oct. 11:  11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Hardy County Se-
nior Center, 409 Spring St., Moorefi eld

Oct. 13:  11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  – Grant County Se-
nior Center, 111 Virginia Ave, Petersburg

Oct. 17: 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – Pendleton Senior & 
Family Services, 231 Mill Road, Franklin 

For information on additional requirements specifi c to 
any location, contact Dennis at 304-539-6999. In case of 
inclement weather, please call ahead.

• Chloroform was once 
used in the treatment of 
asthma, cholera and gon-
orrhea, not to mention as a 
sweetener in medicines.
• Folks around the world 
really do love their soda -- 
to the tune of about 6,700 
cans per second, or enough 
to wrap around the earth 
every 17 hours. Be sure to 
recycle! 
(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Local and area obituaries

“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

Hebrews 4:16

Sherman Richard Bat-
man, born Feb. 7, 1931, in 
the small coal mining com-
munity of Winifrede, W.Va.  

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Wil-
liam Richard Batman and 
Mary Ellen Lawrance Bat-
man; and his sister, Betty 
Louise (“Wicky”) Wil-
liams.

He is survived by his 
wife, Catherine Louise 
Hardy Batman, (his “child-
bride”) of almost 40 years; 
children, Mari Kathryn Bat-
man Hendrickson (Paul) of 
Goose Creek S.C.; adopt-
ed daughter, Tracy Marie 
Batman (Joe Nguyen) of 
Aberdeen Md., grandchil-
dren; Andrea Buie (John), 
Jennifer Redmond (Trae), 
Laura Payne, Steven Wolfe 
(Mallory), Robert Tocar-
ciuc, and Alana Rennix; 
stepgrandchildren; Chris-
tyna Whisenhunt (Terry), 
Austin Hendrickson (Jan-
ice); great-grandchildren, 
Christopher Miles, Evan 
Miles, Grady Redmond, 
Katherine Redmond, Sul-
livan Wolfe, Bowen Wolfe; 
and stepgreat-grandchil-
dren, Christian Whisen-
hunt, Maddox Whisen-
hunt, Farah Whisenhunt, 
Isabella Hendrickson, 
Luke Hendrickson, Mi-
cah Hendrickson, and 
Madeline Hendrickson. 
He is also survived by 
his much-loved nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by a grandchild, 
Richard Bovay; and a 
daughter, Marsha Aline 
Batman (aka Elizabeth 
Anne Tocarciuc).

From an early age, Sher-
man wanted to be a pilot and 
joined the army at age 15 as 
World War II was conclud-
ing, which makes Sherman 
a WWII vet. Sherman’s 
military career spanned not 
only WWII, but also the 
Korean and Vietnam wars.   
During his career, Sher-
man served as an infantry 
soldier, paratrooper, ranger 
and Special Forces Green 
Beret.  He rose to the rank 
of Master Sergeant and 
was highly decorated for 
outstanding valor in com-
bat and other meritorious 
medals for marksmanship 
and service to international 
governments, including the 
Army’s third-highest deco-
ration for valor in combat, 
the Silver Star.  In 2004, 
Sherman’s Special Forces 
unit, MACvSOG, was pub-
licly recognized and deco-
rated after being classifi ed 
and not formally acknowl-
edged by the US govern-
ment. Sherman’s bravery 
is cited in several books 
written by various authors 
about the Vietnam War, al-
though if asked, Sherman 
will say “I was just doing 
my job.” 

Sherman retired from 
the US Army in 1972 and 
then joined the Kanawha 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment as a Deputy Sheriff.  
While working as a Deputy 
Sheriff, Sherman attend-
ed night classes at West 
Virginia Institute in Dun-
bar W.Va., and earned his 
Bachelor of Science and 
Master’s degrees in crimi-
nal justice, as well as work-
ing private security on a 
part-time basis.  He went on 
to serve as a police offi cer 
for the Miami-Dade Police 
Department in Florida and 
then fi nished his law en-
forcement career in South 
Carolina as a police offi cer 
for the North Charleston 
Police Department and the 

newly formed Charleston 
County Aviation Authority 
(SC). Sherman retired from 
public service in 1993 to 
return to his home state of 
WV, Sherman continued 
in public service, however, 
by serving as a Magistrate 
Judge in Petersburg. 

Sherman’s childhood 
dream was to become a 
military pilot and even 
though his military career 
took a different course, 
Sherman did experience 
the joy of fl ying by get-
ting his private pilot’s li-
cense.  One of the planes 
he owned was his beloved 
Cessna Skymaster 337, 
which fi ttingly enough, 
was also the same type of 
aircraft the military used in 
the Vietnam War. Through-
out his lifetime, Sherman 
was an avid reader and he 
owned a large collection of 
books on military history 
and strategy.  He became 
especially knowledgeable 
about the Civil War and 
the Roman Empire and had 
an impressive collection 
of Civil War art featur-
ing prominent Civil War 
generals. Sherman’s other 
interests during his life-
time were guns, Lincolns 
and dogs.  He loved many 
dogs during his lifetime.  
His black and tan coon-
dog, Lydia, was his canine 
companion to the very end.  
Sherman Batman was truly 
a distinguished West Vir-
ginia patriot, or as printed 
on his business card, “casu-
al hero,” and “world travel-
er.”

Sherman was a mem-
ber of several veterans and 
professional organizations:  
Disabled Veterans, Special 
Forces Association, Mil-
itary Order of the Purple 
Hearts, Army Historical 
Foundation, Association 
of the United States Army, 
82nd Airborne Division 
Association, Special Oper-
ations Association, Char-
ter Founding member of 
RAKKASANS (187th Air-
borne Infantry Regiment), 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post #6454 (Petersburg), 
and the South Carolina 
Law Enforcement Offi cers’ 
Association.

Sherman’s family wish-
es to express their love and 
appreciation to Sherman’s 
family friend, Devon Jor-
dan, who was also Sher-
man’s long-time caregiver, 
and to family friend Ed Be-
atty and his family for be-
ing available to help when 
needed.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests that dona-
tions be made to Animal 
Friends of Barbour Coun-
ty, P.O. Box 452, Philippi, 
WV 26416.        

Per Sherman’s request 
cremation will be honored. 
A memorial service with 
military rites will be at a 
later date. 

Condolences can be 
made to the family at www.
talbottfuneralhome.com. 

The Talbott Funeral 
Home in Belington is in 
charge of the arrangements 
for Mr. Sherman Richard 
Batman.              (10-3-23)

SHERMAN R. BATMAN RICHARD VANDERNOOT
Richard Vandernoot, 

81, of Petersburg, W.Va., 
passed away Monday, Sept. 
25, 2023, at his home.

Born October 31, 1941, 
in New York, N.Y., he was 
a son of the late Harry Van-
dernoot and Bertha (Des-
saint) Vandernoot.

In addition to his par-
ents, Richard was preceded 
in death by his wife, Judy 
Elaine (Sheaffer) Vander-
noot in 2006.

Richard is survived by 
one son, Eric Vandernoot of 
Manassas, Va.; two sisters-
in-law, Barbara Soule of 
Vermont and Carol Sheaf-
fer of Florida; also several 
cousins, nieces and neph-
ews survive.

Richard was a graduate 
of Paul Smiths College in 
New York with a degree in 
forestry.  He was employed 
by the United States Forest 
Service and retired after 45 
years of service.  He was 
a certifi ed oil and gas re-
source specialist and a WV 
certifi ed real estate apprais-
er.

Richard was an Episco-

palian by faith and attended 
Grove Street UM Church. 

Inurnment will be in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, Pe-
tersburg, beside his wife 
Judy (Sheaffer) Vander-
noot.

Those who wish to re-
member Richard in a spe-
cial way, may make me-
morial contributions to the 
Huntington Disease Soci-
ety of America or St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital or a 
charity of choice.

Online condolences to 
the family may be made 
at www.schaefferfuneral-
home.com.          (10-3-23)

Landes Ruritans receive 
community service award

At their September meeting, the Landes Ruritan Club 
received an award for 45 years of service to the com-
munity. Accepting the award from Sandra Timbrook, 
the Upper West Virginia District Governor, was club 
president Roy Mullenax, who is also the only charter 
member of the club.
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County’s Mount Storm 
ambulance building to a 
funding bill he submitted 
in Congress. However, it 
is important to note that 
this funding can not be 
fi nalized until this bill it’s 
approved on the national 
level. 

In the meantime, the 
commission said a ready 
ambulance will be in 
Mount Storm in case it is 
needed. 

“I appreciate the EMS 
employees and I appreci-
ate Bobby and Jeremy,” 
said commissioner Scotty 
Miley. “Over the past two 
weeks they have really 
stepped up and brought us 
some proposals and ideas 
and I feel like we have 
worked hard to come up 
with a good solution for 

Grant County. We have 
a lot of responsibility on 
the fi nancial side, but we 
also have a lot of responsi-
bility on the public safety 
side. And I think we have 
worked well together, I 
know it has been a little 
stressful, but I am proud of 
where we are at.” 

This conclusion also 
drew approval from Trev-
or Harman, the director of 
Grant Rehabilitation and 
Care Center, who voiced 
support for the county 
continuation of running 
scheduled transports in the 
area. 

Funk and Hottinger, 
who said they will also 
continue to act as EMS re-
sponders when necessary, 
also assured the commis-
sion that if an incident aris-
es that requires the county 
to respond for transports at 
GMH, they will be able to 
respond. 

Multiple people have 
voiced concern that 
HealthTeam will be un-
able to handle the number 
of transports necessary 
from GMH, however, both 
HealthTeam’s director and 
the chief executive offi cer 
(CEO) of the hospital have 
said they are confi dent 
HealthTeam can handle 
the transports. 

During the discus-
sion, Miley requested that 
Funk and Hottinger return 
monthly to provide up-
dates on the EMS organi-
zation. He also requested 

that updated data on the 
number of calls that Grant 
County Ambulance re-
sponds to be provided to 
the commission, saying he 
wanted to ensure everyone 
involved had the most up-
to-date information. Funk 
agreed, saying he sup-
ported both ideas and that 
he would return during 
the commission’s second 
meeting of each month to 
provide updates. 

Other topics handled 
during the Sept. 26  meet-
ing included:

• The consideration of 

a request from the Bayard 
Volunteer Fire Company 
for funding assistance for 
the purchase of additional 
pagers. The total cost of 
the request was $5,490. 
The commission voiced 
support for the request, 
saying they would go over 
their available budget to 
see if the funds could be 
made available to them. 

• The opening of a 
sealed bid for the instal-
lation of a 40x50 concrete 
slab at the Landes Arts 
Center. Miley explained 
that the pad would be part 
of a building that would 
be used by West Virginia 
Theater East.

“The Landes Arts Cen-
ter is the home of West 
Virginia Theater East, it 
is important we give them 
a place to sew costumes, 
design sets or whatever 
they need to do so they 
can put on their shows for 
the community.”

• The signing of a 
Proclamation in honor of 
National 4-H Week. At 

the suggestion of a com-
munity member, the proc-
lamation was signed in 
honor of the late Martha 
Garton and dedicated to 
the hard work she put into 
the local 4-H program.

• The signing of a 
resolution presented by 
Grant County Offi ce of 
Emergency Management 
(OEM) and 911 in honor 
of Vanessa Strawderman, 
who is retiring after having 
worked with Grant County 
911 for 38 years.

•  The signing of a proc-
lamation recognizing Oc-
tober as National Breast 
Cancer Awareness month. 
For more information, see 
the story on this page. 

The next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the 
Grant County Commis-
sion will be October 10 at 
9 a.m. in the Grant County 
Courthouse. 
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Commissioner Scotty Miley

“I appreciate the EMS employees and I ap-
preciate Bobby and Jeremy. Over the past 
two weeks they have really stepped up and 
brought us some proposals and ideas and 
I feel like we have worked hard to come up 
with a good solution for Grant County. We 
have a lot of responsibility on the fi nancial 
side, but we also have a lot of responsibili-
ty on the public safety side. And I think we 
have worked well together, I know it has 
been a little stressful, but I am proud of 
where we are at.” 

Veterans
Continued from front

step back into civilian life. 
    “Veterans are placed in 
a controlled environment 
where they are told when 
we are going to sleep, 
when we are going to wake 
up, how we are going to 
make our beds, what we 
are going to eat,” Chan-
nell said. “We are given a 
fi rearm, we are given oth-
er explosives, placed in an 
hostile environment with a 
new group of people who 
become our family. The 
people we trust to have 
our back. Then, all of the 
sudden we are taken out of 
that. Nobody knows how 
to communicate with us 

and we don’t know how to 
communicate with others.”

Channell explained that 
he, and others in Grant 
County, have teamed up 
with The Together With 
Veterans effort, which 
is a nationwide program 
aimed at preventing veter-
an suicide.  This program 
is sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Offi ce Rural 
Health, and supported by 
the VA Offi ce of Mental 
Health and Suicide Pre-
vention (OMHSP).  TWV 
is a partnership to support 
the Nation’s heroes led by 
the VA Rocky Mountain 
Mental Illness Research, 
Education and Clinical 
Center for Suicide Preven-
tion (MIRECC), support-

ed by Western Interstate 
Commission for Higher 
Education (WICHE), and 
implemented by rural vet-
erans and their community 
partners.

“Anything from a heli-
copter hospital fl ying over-
head to go to the hospital, 
a plane fl ying overhead to 
give somebody a tour, to a 
fi recracker going off on the 
Fourth of July can set us 
off in a heartbeat,” Chan-
nell said. “And nobody 
understands that. We can 
be walking down an alley 
and a dog barking can put 
us in a tailspin. Somebody 
walking towards us on the 
street, a child, can set us 
off because in Afghanistan 
a child walking towards us 
could have had a bomb on 

them. So we don’t relate to 
the civilian world the way 
you all would expect us to 
relate.”

According to the pro-
gram, suicide is a complex 
public health issue that 
affects communities na-
tionwide, with more than 
45,000 American adults, 
including 6,000 veterans, 
dying by suicide every 
year.  The Tri-County Vet-
erans Suicide Prevention 
Coalition is proud to work 
with the VA and WICHE 
in fi nding innovative ways 
to deliver support to ser-
vice members and veterans 
whenever and wherever 
they need it.

“Our mission with 
our task force is to raise 
awareness within our 

community that our veter-
ans out there may appear 
to be doing well, but in 
their head, something else 
could be going on,” Chan-
nell said. “So we want to 
raise awareness on how to 
help individuals or fami-
lies deal with their family 
member who is in crisis.”

Channell explained that 
veteran suicide prevention 
goes far beyond mental 
health and is deeply tied 
to issues such as: food se-
curity, affordable housing, 
youth suicide prevention 
courses, peer norm activ-
ities, affordable health-
care, housing stabilization 
policies, destigmatiza-
tion mental health care, 
strengthening household 
fi nancial security, increas-

ing accessibility to mental 
health care and parenting 
skills and family relation-
ship programs. 

“These things play 
into why an individual, 
not just a veteran but any-
body, may feel hopeless or 
pushed towards that deci-
sion,” Channell said. 

Channell encouraged 
anyone struggling with 
thoughts of suicide to 
reach out to the National 
Suicide Prevention Ho-
tline at 1-800-273-8255 
or, for more local support 
to contact him at Peters-
burg Presbyterian at 304-
257-4255 or contact Roger 
Dodd at the Russ Hedrick 
Recovery Resource Center 
at 304-257-1155. 

Author
Continued from front

I really wanted to give 
ways to deal with stress 
in a healthy way,” Plauger 
said. “When you work 
in a job like that, I’ve 
seen many people turn to 
destructive things, like 
drugs, to cope with the 
stress they experience. 
But there are healthy out-
lets and positive coping 
skills.”

“From the Outside to 
the Inside” also includes 
advice from Plauger on 
how to discuss this stress 
with family members, 
specifi cally spouses, to 
prevent closing out loved 
ones. 

“I have seen so many 
failed marriages in my 
profession,” Plauger said. 
“In a correctional setting, 
offi cers can often bottle-up 
those problems, shut down 
on their loved ones or start 
to push them away. But we 
need to talk, we need to let 
them be there.”

Plauger said these cop-
ing and communication 

skills are crucial, saying 
that correctional offi cers, 
fi rst responders and law 
enforcement offi cers often 
see people at their very 
worst and are often ex-
posed to very painful sides 
of society. 

“PTSD is rampant 
among these workers,” 
Plauger said. “This is espe-
cially true now, in the midst 
of the drug epidemic. We 
often handle people who 
are hostile or combative, 
people who don’t want our 
help. It makes a ‘revolving 
door’ situation, where peo-
ple want to get into these 
fi elds but they do not stay 
very long. It just gets to 
be too much for them and 
they quit. And that is what 
I wanted to address in this 
book.”

“From the Outside to the 
Inside” can be purchased 
on Amazon or from Barnes 
and Noble. For more infor-
mation, visit the Facebook 
page (From the Outside to 
the Inside). 

Commissioners Kevin Hagerty, Tyson Riggleman and Scotty Miley with Grant County OEM and 911 director 
Peggy Alt, 911 employee Vanessa Strawderman and county administrator Michelle Sites recognize Strawder-
man’s retirement after 38 years.                                     press photo

Grant County CEOS members Tracy Mullenax and Carolyn Alt met with commissioners Kevin Hagerty, Tyson 
Riggleman and Scotty Miley for the signing of a proclamation recognizing October as National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.                              press photo

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
The Grant County 

Community Educational 
Outreach Service (CEOS) 
began celebrating Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
with the signing of procla-
mation and Grant County 
commissioners proclaim-
ing October as Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. 

Through the state of 
West Virginia, CEOS and 
other organizations have 
united with their communi-
ties since 1995, with a vari-
ety of activities. 

Some gather at court-
houses, libraries, post of-
fi ces and other sites to 

demonstrate a commitment 
to fi ght this disease that has 
claimed the lives of many. 

This year Grant Coun-
ty CEOS will be support-
ing and honoring those 
West Virginia women and 
men battling cancer with 
a wreath hanging ceremo-
ny at the Moomau-Grant 
County Library at 11 a.m. 
on October 10.  

Many community mem-
bers will be attending and 
receive information from 
the guest speakers of the 
Grant Memorial Infusion 
Center of WVU Medicine, 
Radiology Department and 

Grant County Health De-
partment. 

Success depends upon 
the involvement of com-
mitted partners at the local, 
state and national levels. 

Each year more than 
300 volunteers assist in 
outreach activities through-
out West Virginia.These ac-
tivities include Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day, walks, 
health fairs, free screening 
clinics, awareness lun-
cheons, survivor events, 
bingo auctions, purse auc-
tions and many other Think 
Pink activities. 

Volunteers help distrib-

ute literature and also talk 
with community mem-
bers, family and friends 
about the importance of 
a mammogram for early 
detection of breast cancer 
and other cancers with a 
chance of survival. 

Grant County will be 
having a 50/50 raffl e, re-
freshments and door priz-
es at the Breast Cancer 
Awareness wreath hang-
ing with proceeds bene-
fi tting the West Virginia 
Breast Cancer fund and 
the Grant Memorial Infu-
sion Comfort fund. 
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 LET US DESIGN AN AD 
 OR PRINT JOB FOR YOU !

 ads@grantcountypress.com
 www.grantcountypress.com

 47 S. Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV 
 304-257-1844

 Get 

 noticed!

 Be part of our Business 
 Spotlight! Call Tara at 
 304-257-1844 or email 

 ads@grantcountypress.com

 LOOKING FOR A 
 GREAT 

 ADVERTISING DEAL?

 BUILDERS   CENTER
 You make the call ... 

 we make the haul!
 Rt. 42, 

 Petersburg
 304-257-2100  OPTIONAL BOOM 

 TRUCK SERVICE

 www.wvbuilders.com

 1.5 mi. north on Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV

 304-257-2580

 Call Us Straight Down 
 the Middle!

 Towing & Auto 
 Services

 Y our full-service 
   collision center!

 TRI-COUNTY 
 COLLISION

 Matt & Cary Ours, Owners
 Pick-up and Delivery of your vehicle

 304-257-2580

 Rt. 42, Petersburg, WV
 M-F 8 a.m to 5 p.m.

 Horse & Livestock | Farm Supplies | Propane
 Lawn & Garden | Home Goods

 Pets & Small Animals
 Potomac Ave., Petersburg       304-257-1771

 We Take Dents Out of 
 Your Car Without Making 
 a Dent in Your Wallet!

 304-257-4660

 Rt. 42 N, Petersburg
 Insurance Work Welcome

 YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC .
 YOKUM’S PAINT &  YOKUM’S PAINT & 
 BODY WORKS,  INC . BODY WORKS,  INC .

 Don’t cuss - 

 call us!

 C&B AUTO PARTS LLC
 304-257-1999

 44 South Main St. 
 Petersburg, WV

 www.napaonline.com
 carson@candbautoparts.com
 britteny@candbautoparts.com

 Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
 Saturday 8am-2pm

 Sunday Closed
 Carson & Britteny Kimble, Owners

 304-257-1707
 Petersbur g, WV

 WV Licensed WV061023

 Petersburg, WV

 Serving the people of the Potomac Valley 
 with quality, compassionate, safe 

 and innovative healthcare close to home.

 www.grantmemorial.com
 304-257-1026

 Berg Insurance
 Elizabeth Berg - Agent

 304-257-4244
 413 V IRGINIA  A VENUE

 P ETERSBURG , WV 26847
 GLBERG @ FRONTIERNET . NET

 DEVON ROGERS 
 Agent
 417 Virginia Avenue
 Petersburg, WV
 304-257-4866
 devon.rogers.vaesqw@statefarm.com
 www.yourneighbordevon.com

 AUTO • HOME
 HEALTH • LIFE

 Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is There ®
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Abby Alt, escorted by Holly and Wes Alt

Klarissa “Rabid” Kuhn, escorted by Melissa and 
Jonathan Kuhn

Skyler Raredon, escorted by Chandra 
Raredon

Jackson Yeagar, escorted by Kristian Yeager and 
Sara Treat

Ryen Sites, escorted by Jason and Stacie Sites

Kenny Sanches, escorted by Carmen

Cassandra Wilson, escorted by Sarah and 
Douglas Wilson

Karmen Whetzel, escorted by Tonya Kitzmiller 
and Jeff Whetzel

Wyatt Nuzum, escorted by Buzz and 
Ruthann Nuzum

2024 Viking Soccer 
Senior NightSenior Night

PHS golf team is 
headed to state

After a strong show-
ing in the regional cham-
pionship tournament last 
week, the Petersburg High 
School varsity golf team is 
statebound.

The team is coached by 

Todd Heare and Ryan Co-
law. 

The team qualifi ed for 
state after they fi nished 
second in the regional tour-
nament. During the event, 
Viking Lucas Riggleman 

fi nished as the tournament 
low scorer with a score of 
75. 

It was an overall strong 
showing for the Potomac 
Highlands, with East Har-
dy High grabbing the num-

ber one spot and Moore-
fi eld High School fi nishing 
in third. 

This is the fi rst time in 
12 years that the Viking 
golf team has competed in 
the state tournament.  

MHS beats 
out PHS for 
the Little 
Brown Jug

By: Ann Harrison
Special to the Press
September 29, 2023

Petersburg Vikings and 
Moorefl eld Yellow Jackets 
met at Viking Memorial 
Stadium for the Summit 
Bowl and possession of 
the “Little Brown Jug.” It 
was a beautiful night that 
would later be brightened 

by a full harvest moon, the 
fi nal supermoon of 2023. 
Perfect night with a huge 
crowd assembled lining 
the fi eld and fi lling the 
bleachers-home and visi-
tors. Perfect night? Well, 
it would be for Moorefi eld 
with a 14-7 win.

Viking captains for the 

See Football, page 2B
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APPLIED INDUSTRIAL 665
APPTEGY, INC. 10,300
ASE 1,529
AT&T 1,712
A.S.A.P. 151,438
AYERS CONSTRUCTION & FARMS LLC 518
BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 1,417
BERG, LINDSAY N. 2,529
BEST PLUMBING SPECIALITIES INC 1,127
BEST LIFE THERAPY LLC 73,456
BLUE BIRD BUS SALES OF 11,944
BLUE FRAME TECHNOLOGY, LLC 1,000
BOWLES RICE LLP 3,293
BOCARDO, PIDRE CARMEN 373
BRIDGES TO LITERACY 37,500
BROADCAST MATRIX, LLC 1,200
BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 390
BUENA VISTA FARM 902
BUILD SMART INSTITUTE LLC 7,719
BUILDERS CENTER 3,117
BURMAX COMPANY, INC. 1,402
C N METAL LLC 651
C & P CARPET PLUS LLC 40,487
C&B AUTO PARTS LLC 12,401
VOYAGER SOPRIS LEARNING,INC. 6,645
CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 23,345
CAPITAL ELECTRIC 4,530
CARIDI COMMUNICATIONS 5,000
CARL BELT INC. 434,471
CAREERSAFE 1,248
CARNEGIE LEARNING INC. 1,452
CAROLINA BIOLOGICAL SUPPLY CO. 17,133
CDW GOVERNMENT,LLC. 688
CENGAGE LEARNING 5,532
CENTRAL TIE & LUMBER COMPANY 40,083
CENTRAL RESTAURANT PRODUCTS 10,409
CEV MULTIMEDIA,LTD. 1,500
CITCO WATER 370
CINTAS CORP. #386 10,432
CITY OF PETERSBURG 28,255
CITY ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO 2,220
CALDWELL’S WINDOWARE, INC. 10,237
CMTA, INC. 461,354
CONTRACT PAPER GROUP, INC. 32,550
COOKMAN INSURANCE GROUP 552
COSMO PROF BEAUTY 4,210
COUNTRY CARS & TRUCKS, INC. 498
CRITES, TERESA L. 1,000
CRYSTAL CLEANING SERVICE 3,048
CUSTOM SERVICES INDUSTRIES LLC 37,222
CYBERSOFT TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 597
D & D PLUMBING, LLC 32,931
DAVIS, MARY 300
DAVIS PUBLICATIONS, INC. 800
DEAF & HARD OF HEARING 33,365
DILLON SUPPLY COMPANY 5,010
DINSMORE AND SHOHL LLP 49,832
DISCOUNT COMMUNICATIONS & 3,121
DON PARKER SALES INC 20,684
EAI EDUCATION 8,369
EASTERN ALLEGHENY COUNCIL FOR 118,422
EASTERN WV COMMUNITY & 1,200
ECOLAB 699
CITY OF ELKINS 450
EPIC 55,322
EVANS, KRISTI R. 719
TIMBROOK CHEVROLET 105,315
EWELL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES,INC 325
VALEO MEDICAL PLLC 942
FAST SIGNS 4,954
FIFTH THIRD BANK 489,591
FIRE PROTECTION PRODUCTS, INC. 5,982
FLYING W FARMS LLC 12,403

FOLLETT SCHOOL SOLUTIONS,INC. 4,515
FREEDOM AG & ENERGY CORP. 5,916
FRONTIER 35,762
FRONTIER WV INC. (5050) 45,298
GLASS SERVICE OF CUMBERLAND 799
GLOBAL EQUIPMENT COMPANY 5,534
GOLDIZEN, PATRICIA MEGAN 1,935
GOODHEART-WILLCOX PUBLISHER 3,120
GORDON FOOD SERVICE, INC. 41,751
GRAFTON SCHOOL INC. 232,916
GRANT C0. PARKS & RECREATION 1,500
HOTT DISPOSAL SERVICE, INC. 41,155
GRANT COUNTY HEALTH DEPART. 2,240
GRANT COUNTY PRESS 9,419
GRANT CO. PUBLIC SERVICE DIST. 2,768
GRANT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 2,000
GRANT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 1,251
GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY 11,663
GRANT COUNTY COMMISSIONS 117,209
GRAY, JACOB D. 531
HPS LLC 3,275
HAIZLETT MECHANICAL 1,131
HAMPSHIRE METAL & INDUSTRIAL 559
HARBEL, INC. 346,611
HARRIS SCHOOL SOLUTIONS 1,701
HEDRICK’S TOWING 1,874
HERITAGE BUS SALES 225,242
HIGHWAY MOTORS, INC. 10,185
HIRERIGHT, LLC 1,696
HOBY REGISTRATION 3,160
HOLTZMAN OIL CORPORATION 1,178
IDENTIMETRICS, INC. 3,674
INNOVATION FOOD SERVICE 37,570
INTEGRATED SPEECH SOLUTIONS 2,500
JONES AND BARTLETT PUBLISHERS 5,000
JOSTENS 2,543
K-LOG, INC. 7,464
KAGAN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 12,491
KILMER FARMS 8,217
KIMBLE, JEANNE E. 294
KREBS LIVING TRUST 3,000
LABSTER, INC. 1,500
LANDES ARTS CENTER ASSOCIATION 1,700
LANDIS OFFICE CENTER, INC. 26,566
LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC. 866
LIBERTY DISTRIBUTORS INC. 3,936
LINCOLN ELECTRIC COMPANY 5,050
LOST RIVER MEAT COMPANY LLC 9,622
LOVE MEMORIAL CLINIC RHC 795
MAC TOOLS 813
MAJORCLARITY, INC. 3,000
MARTIN, STEVE A. 557
MARTIN’S ELECTRIC & CONTRACTOR 261
MASON & BARRY INC 7,882
MATHENY MOTOR TRUCK COMPANY 3,103
MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC. 5,738
MATZ EQUIPMENT SERVICES 1,280
MAYSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 12,495
MCGRAW-HILL SCHOOL EDUCATION 201,073
MEADOW RIDGE PROPERTY OWNERS 300
MID-ATLANTIC GROUP 11,613
MIKE AND B SALES, INC. 875
MILLER AND SONS LLC 2,435
MITCHELL1 1,121
MON POWER 61,663
MOUNTAINTOP PUBLIC SERVICE 2,832
MOUNTAIN VIEW AUTO GLASS 425
MT. SPRINKLER, LLC 2,000
N2Y, LLC 3,196
NATIONAL UNION FIRE INS.CO. 2,435
NASSP-NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 385
NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION 503
NEWLONS INTERNATIONAL SALES 5,889

NEWTECH SYSTEMS, INC. 2,141
NUWAY 2 CARPET CLEANING LLC 294
HEARTLAND PAYMENT SYSTEMS 315
PARCHMENT LLC 672
PARKER’S HEATING, COOLING & 3,420
PARTS & MORE, INC. 3,504
PAXTON/PATTERSON LLC 7,521
NCS PEARSON, INC. 1,901
PENDLETON COUNTY BOARD OF 1,150
PERRY & ASSOCIATES, CPA’S,A.C. 31,200
PETERSBURG ELECTRONICS 24,397
PETERSBURG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 37,881
PETERSBURG SHOP-N-SAVE 1,116
PETERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL 113,137
PETERSBURG OIL COMPANY 264,013
PHONAK LLC 549
PITNEY BOWES, INC. 320
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINANCIAL 1,792
PORTER, TYLER 254
POTOMAC EDISON 265,707
GALLIKER DAIRY COMPANY 74,669
POTOMAC VALLEY LAWN & 800
POWER SCHOOL GROUP LLC 72,609
PRECISION AUTO COLLISION 3,780
PRESTIGE CARPET CLEANING & 450
PRESTWICK HOUSE,INC. 1,568
PREMIER MECHANICAL, LLC 1,228
PRIMERO EDGE 7,171
PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL 565
PRO-VISION SOLUTIONS LLC 1,476
QH DESIGN 1,797
QUEEN CITY BUSINESS SYSTEMS 25,673
QUILL CORPORATION 1,975
R.D.WILSON-SONS & COMPANY 6,836
RADIO FX 2,138
R.H.LAPP & SONS, INC. 205,805
R.M.HUFFMAN COMPANY 25,183
RADIO PROGRAMMING AND 593
RANDOLPH CO. DEVE. AUTHORITY 330
REEL, MICHAEL D. 2,900
REGION 8 SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 1,112
INTRADO INTERACTIVE SERVICES 3,039
RENAISSANCE LEARNING, INC. 932
RELIAS ACADEMY 599
PITNEY BOWES BANK INC. 3,500
RIDDLEBERGER BROTHERS, INC. 21,862
ROBS LOCKSMITH SERVICE 14,344
RTC, LLC 33,349
S.S.P. 13,448
S&J ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES,INC 13,715
SAFETY-KLEEN SYSTEMS, INC 3,993
SCENARIO LEARNING LLC 2,090
SCHOLASTIC TEACHER STORE 284
BRIGHTLY SOLUTIONS, INC. 5,120
SCHOOL HEALTH CORPORATION 374
SCHOOL NURSE SUPPLY, INC. 1,623
SELECT SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, IN 440
SENIOR CLASS GRADUATION 1,544
SHENTEL 831
SHEPHERD COLLEGE UNIVERSITY 14,603
SIGNATURE PUBLIC FUNDING 154,840
SIMMONS BACKFLOW SERVICE 400
SIMMONS PARTS & SERVICE 5,821
SKILLSUSA, INC. 5,241
SMART HORIZONS 1,035
SMITH’S SERVICE & REPAIR LLC 15,077
SOURCE 4 SOLUTIONS 412
SOUTH BRANCH CAREER & 141,457
SOUTHERN REFRIGERATION CORP. 13,952
SOUTHERN STATES 2,933
S/P2 574
SPLIT SECOND FIREWOOD & 1,000
SPORT SAFE TESTING SERVICE INC 1,104

STUDIES WEEKLY, INC. 5,979
SUGAR CREEK PIZZA LLC 12,736
SUNRISE SANITATION SERV.INC. 11,247
SUTTER ROOFING & METAL CO,INC 893
T-MOBILE 3,157
TASTY IMPRESSIONS 722
RHYME UNIVERSITY 361
ROMNEY SPORTS CONNECTION/TCC 787
THE FINAL TOUCH 8,823
THE LITTLE PLACE 114,406
THE PRINTING EXPRESS, INC. 257
THE DOLLYWOOD FOUNDATION 5,943
TIMBROOK AUTOMOTIVE 716
TODAY’S CLASS 2,500
TOM SEXTON & ASSOCIATES, INC. 11,650
TOOLING UNIVERSITY, LLC 3,355
TOSHIBA FINANCIAL SERVICES 7,453
TRAVIS CONSTRUCTION LLC 16,000
TRANSTECK, INC 2,681
GLOTFELTY TIRE CENTER 20,590
TRI-COUNTY TOOL RENTALS, INC. 1,225
TRUCK ENTERPRISES, INC. 1,752
TRUCK ENTERPRISES, INC. 14,669
TURNITIN HOLDINGS LLC 3,132
THE UPHOLSTRY & REFINISH SHOP 800
UNIFORM EXPRESS 793
UNION EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX 37,690
US CELLULAR 13,520
U.S. BANK 366,058
USA CUSTOM PAD CORPORATION 2,872
V & W ELECTRIC AND SUPPLY 4,808
VALLEY WELDING & 616
VANMETER, RYAN 2,438
VERNON E. HARMAN 78,488
VIRCO, INC. 20,334
W W GRAINGER, INC. 594
WELLER TRUCK PARTS 1,906
WEST VIRGINIA STATE BOARD OF 141,022
WEX BANK 1,159
WILLIAMSON SHRIVER ARCHITECTS, 106,253
WORLD GLOBES & MAPS LLC 4,553
WV ASSOC.OF SCHOOL ADMIN. 2,200
WV SIGNAL & LIGHT, INC. 22,450
WV ASSOC PUPIL TRANSPORTATION 850
WV CASE-COUNCIL OF ADMIN. 425
WV HARVEST 270
WV SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 2,196
WV STATE AUDITOR 2,056
WV STATE FIRE MARSHAL 1,350
YOKUM’S PAINT & BODY WORKS,INC 702
ZONES, LLC 14,457
AFLAC 744
AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCE CO 13,110
AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCE 1,200
AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCE 229,168
AMERICAN FIDELITY ASSURANCE CO 42,042
WASHINGTON NATIONAL INS. CO. 18,162
BUREAU FOR CHILD SUPPORT 5,940
ERIE FAMILY LIFE 4,800
TEACHERS’ DEFINED CONTRIBUTION 119,827
AMERICAN GENERAL LIFE GPO-400S 300
RELIASTAR LIFE INSURANCE CO. 2,325
HORACE MANN LIFE INSURANCE CO. 3,345
TEXAS LIFE 29,007
ENCOVA INSURANCE 117,389
VALIC 1,080
TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM 57,834
TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM 687,156
PEIA 628,131
RETIREE HEALTH BEN TRUST FUND 32,250
GUARDIAN - APPLETON 131,108
10/3 ________________________________________
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Football
Continued from front

evening were Ethan Tay-
lor, Cameron Ault, Joshua 
Biggs and Mageal VanMe-
ter.

The Yellow Jackets 
struck fi rst in the open-
ing quarter at 3:29 with a 
touchdown and good kick. 
7-0 Y.J. In the fi rst and sec-
ond quarters Viking quar-
terback, Caden Arbaugh 
attempted unsuccessfully 
to connect with his receiv-
ers. Caden seemed to be 
meeting the mark, but the 
receivers failed to grab the 
pigskin. So, at 7:42 in the 
second quarter Caden kept 
the ball himself and crossed 
the goal for a TD followed 
by Peyton Tingler’s good 
kick. 7-7 score

At 5:13 in secondquar-
ter Moorefi eld’s Adam 
Landes scored their second 
touchdown. Several times 
the Yellow Jackets buzz 
down the fi eld was assist-
ed by Viking penalties. 

Although, Moorefi eld had 
more penalties (10) than 
Petersburg (6).

Petersburg’s defense 
was working hard all eve-
ning holding Moorefi eld 
to their two touchdowns. 
Again and again we heard 
Riley Swick and Colton 
Vance shouted out by Fo-
ley. Trace Rohrbaugh, 
Mageal VanMeter, Luke 
Adkins and Cameron Ault 

added their multiple hits 
also.

Half time and three con-
tests were revealed, Hazel 
Bensenhaver was crowned 
“Little Miss Viking” and 
Lincoln Davis was “Little 
Mister Viking.” The Viking 
Mascot award was present-
ed to Payten Huffman.

The Moorefi eld March-
ing Band presented the half 
time show with amazing 
brass and percussion units. 
In fact, WHSV television 
station declared Moorefi eld 
the Band of the Week. The 
Viking band graciously 
gave their excellent perfor-

mance at the conclusion of 
the game.

All through the evening 
Trace Rohrbaugh had sev-
eral really long runs and 
good yardage. In particular, 
one long run was interrupt-
ed with a Viking personal 
foul. Ouch! That hurts. The 
Vikings had several decent 
drives only to end with no 
positive result. Total Vi-
king yardage=239 with 220 
rushing and 19 passing.

This oldest rivalry be-
ginning in 1933, according 
to statistics announced at 
the game has Moorefi eld 
earning the “Little Brown 

Jug” 65 times and Pe-
tersburg 23 with two tied 
games We’ll let the “jug” 
rest in Moorefi eld this year. 
There’s always another 
time.

Next game is October 
6 on Viking fi eld with the 
Pocahontas team. Home-
coming!! Alumni this is 
your time to shine as fans.

GOOD REPRESENTATION - Chanelle Sutton , a 
Junior at Union High School, was the lone golfer for 
the school this year. She completed her season this 
past Monday at the Regional Tournament at Valley 
View Golf Course.
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WVU Extension invites youth to 
‘fall in love’ with 4-H

West Virginia youths 
in Grant County have an 
opportunity to fall in love 
with 4-H as part of Nation-
al 4-H Week, held Oct. 1-7. 

This event is hosted 
nationally each year to en-
courage young people to 
join a local club where they 
will meet other youths, 
participate in meaning-
ful learning opportunities, 
serve their communities 
and enjoy the host of activ-
ities offered by the nation’s 
largest youth development 
program. 

This year’s theme cen-
ters around the love and 
passion young people fi nd 
with 4-H.

West Virginia 4-H is a 
free youth development 
program of West Virginia 
University Extension that 
reaches more than 10,000 
young people each year 
through clubs, camps, 
schools and other special-
ized programs, like sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math education. 

Faculty, staff and vol-
unteers provide unique en-
vironments where young 
people can grow and learn 
about a host of activities 
and educational programs, 
including annual projects.

By signing up for the 
Grant County 4-H pro-
gram, clubs also provide 
youths with new experi-
ences, important leadership 
skills and enhanced confi -
dence. 

In West Virginia, one 
in every four youths is in-
volved in 4-H. Youths be-
tween the ages of 9 and 21 
can join 4-H with a parent 
or guardian’s permission. 

Younger children, ages 
5 to 8, who are interested 
in the practices of 4-H can 
join a pre-4-H program 
called Cloverbuds, which 
focuses more on fun and 
social activities that set the 

stage for future learning. 
Older members can be-

come active in any of the 
seven collegiate 4-H clubs 
in the state.

According to Alex Coff-
man, WVU Extension 4-H 
youth development agent 
in Grant County, 4-H is an 
opportunity for those in the 
Grant County area to join 
an organization that is help-
ing to empower youths to 

become true leaders within 
their communities.

“This year’s National 
4-H theme is I love 4-H;” 
Coffman said. “We love to 
see youth passionate about 
the organization and grow-
ing up through the pro-
gram.”

While 4-H programs 
have always focused on ag-
riculture and farming, to-
day’s includes hands-on 

learning experiences in 
areas such as science, en-
gineering, technology, 
citizenship, land judging, 
shooting sports and healthy 
lifestyles as well. 

For more information 
about 4-H opportunities in 
your community, contact 
the WVU Extension offi ce 
in Grant County at 304-
257-4688 or visit exten-
sion.wvu.edu.

 Celebrate with a

 HAPPY AD
 This size space 

 with photo and art 
 for only $20!

 Wish someone a

  Happy Birthday, 

 Happy Anniversary, 

 Congratulations, etc. 

 MAKE THEM SMILE!

$25!

Jeffrey and Cathy Orndorff were recognized at the 
state 4-H All Star Conference/Volunteer Leaders 
Weekend with their 50 years of 4-H volunteer service 
awards. 

Orndorffs recognized for 50 
years of service to 4-H

Donnie Barr Jr. was the fourth winner of the annual Landes Ruritan Trophy Deer 
Hunt held at Cave Mountain Ranch. His prize buck scored 196 7/8, 24 points and a 
22 1/2” inside spread. Proceeds from the club’s fundraiser go toward their scholar-
ship fund and community service fund. 

Barr wins Landes Ruritan Club 
drawing, bags 24 point buck



FOR SALE:
Oak fi rewood cut and split. 
8 ft. pickup load. $90.00 
Free local delivery. Call 
304-257-3097.
9/12tfn ______________
Two bags of ladies clothes, 
small/size 4, mostly dress 
clothes, 2 pairs of jeans 
and 2 blazers, Asking $40. 
Call 304-257-8166. 
8/15tfn ______________
Misc. HVAC line hide piec-
es, includes four sets of 
cover, elbows, fl ex pipe, 
3” width, white. Over $200 
value, asking $100. Call 
304-257-8166.
8/29tfn ______________
Three pair of men’s jeans, 
Old Navy, size 32x30 loose 
fi t, BRAND NEW, asking 
$55 for all or $20 per pair. 
Call 304-257-8166.
8/29tfn ______________
Trailer load of seasoned 
fi rewood, split, delivered, 
stacked. Trailer is 6’x11’ 
appr. 3‘ high, mostly oak, 
$225. Call 304-257-8166. 
9/19tfn ______________
Firewood for sale - call 681-
267-9253.
10/3-10/10f __________

WANTED:
World War I & II military 
items, German, Japanese, 
American, Knives, helmets, 
swords, uniforms, bags, 
etc. Life long collector, Fred 
Perry, 336-692-2739.
1/24tfn ______________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

SERVICES:
Painting: houses, roofs, 
barns and roofs, poultry 
house roofs, outbuildings, 
churches, fences, busi-
nesses, stain log homes, 
pressure washing, interiors, 
33 years experience. 304-
358-7208, Ronnie Kimble, 
WV licensed and insured. 
2/14-11/7p ___________
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________

5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509. 
Accepting credit cards.
9/12tfn ______________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________
Cleaning services: 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-
als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________
MISCELLANEOUS:
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
10/3p ________________

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
10/3p ________________
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
10/3p ________________
HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment.  
10/3p ________________
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
10/3p ________________
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
10/3p ________________

DISH NETWORK: Only 
from Dish- 3 year TV Price 
Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guar-
antee. Includes Multi-Sport 
with NFL Redzone. Switch 
and Get a FREE $100 Gift 
Card. Call today! 1-855-
736-4350
10/3p ________________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
10/3p ________________
FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-833-317-1335
10/3p ________________
CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
10/3p ________________

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 
1-833-675-6435 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/WV
10/3p ________________
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about 
our specials!
10/3p ________________

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
10/3p ________________
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
10/3p ________________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
10/3p ________________
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Offi ce 
Professional online at CTI!  
Get Trained, Certifi ed & 
ready to work in months!  
Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
10/3p ________________

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
10/3p ________________
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044
10/3p ________________

YARD SALES:
Garage sale, 7838 Pat-
terson Creek Rd., rain or 
shine, Thurs., Fri. & Sat., 
Oct. 5, 6 & 7, 8 a.m.-?
10/3f________________
VFW shelter, Oct. 6th, Fri-
day only, 3 family, 8-2, last 
yard sale of the season. 
Lots of $1 items. 
10/3f________________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________
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CITY OF PETERSBURG PROPOSED WATER SYSTEM PROJECT
The City of Petersburg intends to seek fi nancial assistance from USDA, Rural Utilities Service (RUS) for of rehabilitation and improvements to the City’s water system. The proposed project consists of construction of a backup raw water intake 

adjacent to the city’s current intake. This infi ltration trench will be constructed in the deep channel of the South Branch of the Potomac and will address issues with demand as well as a lack of redundancy in the system. Construction of a steel shell 
building around the existing two clarifi ers located at the water treatment plant. This building will provide weather protection to the clarifi ers. Included in this component will be foundational repairs to the existing clarifi ers as well as the necessary 
ventilation, heating and cooling, hoist, and entrance ways to make the building habitable in all four seasons. Construction of four (4) master meters to be located at key points across the City’s system. These master meters will be located adjacent to 
existing water line infrastructure. Construction of an additional raw water storage tank and two (2) 30 HP pumps adjacent to the existing water treatment plant. A Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) inventory. This is needed in order to stay 
in compliance with the EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule Revisions and involves testing both private and public sides of water meters. This inventory is purely informational and does not include any rehabilitation, construction, upgrading, or demolition. All 
proposed work will also take place within previously disturbed areas. 

If implemented, the proposed project will convert Critical Action Floodplain, which is the 100-year fl oodplain, by constructing about 1.67 acres or 72,745.2 Square Feet in the fl oodplain. In accordance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain 
Management, and USDA Departmental Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy, the purpose of this notice is to inform the public of this proposed conversion or effect and request comments concerning the proposal, alternative sites or actions that would 
avoid these impacts, and methods that could be used to minimize these impacts. For questions regarding this proposal, contact Meagan Jacobsen, Assistant State Environmental Coordinator 304-284-4870 or by email at meagan.jacobsen@usda.gov 

Any person interested in commenting on this proposal should submit comments to the email address above, fourteen days after the fi rst publication date.  

10/3-10/10 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS

Notice to Contractors
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through 

the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi cation is waived) being 
received at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia until October 17, 
2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the 
constructions of the following project(s): 

Call  Contract  State Project Federal Project Description
042  2020000573  STP-0005(176)DTC  S312-5-15.81 00 STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT
    PATTERSON CREEK BR
    2.0 MI N CO 5/1
    COUNTY: GRANT
BRIDGE: 11768 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 3 STRUCTURE STEEL:
DBE GOAL: 10 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING 

GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid 

Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is re-
quired with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal 
Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the 
date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity 
of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby notifi es all bidders that it will affi rmatively 
ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.
9/26-10/10 _______________________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 
been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West Vir-
ginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person ob-
jecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publi-
cation of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, October 3, 2023
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023

ESTATE NAME:  DALE ALLEN COSNER
EXECUTOR: DAVID A. COSNER
 3921 MONROE DRAFT
 CALDWELL, WV 24925

ESTATE NAME:  VERNON ROBERT SWICK
EXECUTOR: DAVID SWICK
 79 HOLT DRIVE
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847
ATTORNEY: JAMES PAUL GEARY II
 P.O. BOX 218
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-0218

ESTATE NAME:  IDA CATHRINE FUNK
EXECUTRIX: EDWARD E. CRITES
 106 FAIRGROUND LANE
 PETERBURG, WV 26847
ATTORNEY: JAMES PAUL GEARY II
 P.O. BOX 218
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-0218

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
29th day of September, 2023

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

10/3-10/10  ____________________________________
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ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF GRANT COUNTY, 

WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: The Change of 

Name of: Bailey Madison 
Kimble to Madison Jane 
Rose

Circuit Court Case No. 
23-P-34

NOTICE OF APPLI-
CATION OF CHANGE OF 
NAME:

Notice is hereby giv-
en that on the 19th day of 
October, 2023 at the hour 
of 4:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter this matter may 
be heard, Bailey Madison 
Kimble will apply by Peti-
tion to the Circuit Court of 
Grant County, WV, at the 
Courthourse thereof, in the 
City of Petersburg, for entry 
of an Order by said court 
changing her name from 
Bailey Madison Kimble to 
Madison Jane Rose. Any 
person who has objection 
to the change of said name 
for any reason may appear 
at the time and place set 
forth above and shall be 
heard in opposition to such 
change.

Given under my hand 
this the 22nd day of Sep-
tember, 2023.

Bailey Madison Kimble
Petitioner

10/3p_______________
TRUSTEE’S SALE OF

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE

The undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will, by 
virtue of authority vest-
ed in him by that certain 
Deed of Trust being dated 
July 27, 2018  by and be-
tween JOEY A. DOLLY and 
CHEENA J. DOLLY   to 
Mark H. Wright or Bradford 
Ritchie,  Trustees, securing 
SUMMIT COMMUNITY 
BANK, in the payment of 
a certain Promissory Note, 
said Note now in default, 
and said Trust Deed of 
record in the Offi ce of the 
Clerk of the County Court 
of Grant County, West Vir-

ginia, in Trust Deed Book 
283  at page 478  on
Friday, October 13, 2023
beginning at 12:00 Noon 

of that day at the park-
ing level entrance of the 
Grant County Courthouse, 
Petersburg, West Virginia, 
offer for sale at Public Auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
the following described real 
estate:

All of that certain tract 
or parcel of real estate, to-
gether with any and all im-
provements, rights of ways 
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, known as 
the City Restaurant Hotel 
and Building Property on 
the south side of Virginia 
Avenue in the Town of 
Petersburg, Grant County, 
West Virginia, and being 
more particularly bounded 
and described as follows:

“BEGINNING at the 
center of the E. L. Judy lot, 
now Julius Thompson at a 
point 2.8 feet from old brick 
building; thence following 
south side of pavement, 
N 88 E 34.8 feet to a line 
of the Dr. Siple lot, now 
Mary Frances Riggleman; 
thence, with said Siple 
lot, S 3 ¾ W. 106 feet to a 
stone at the pond; thence, 
up and with the pond, N. 71 
W. 27 feet to lot of Julius 
Thompson; thence, with 
lne of Julius Thompson, 
reversed, N. 4 W. 83 feet to 
the beginning, containing 
1,914 square feet, more or 
less.”

The following provi-
sions affecting said real 
estate are more particularly 
set forth in prior deeds in 
the chain of title and are 
incorporated herein:

“It is understood that 
the above real estate was 
acquired by the said C. L. 
Kimble from H. E. J. Oates 
and Elsie Oates, his wife, 
by deed dated August 12, 
1941, and of record in 
the Grant County Clerk’s 
Offi ce in Deed Book 39 at 
page 282 but that since 
said deed was made the 

said C. L. Kimble put ad-
dition on the restaurant 
building, a part of which 
encroaches upon the ad-
joining land now owned 
by the said Mary Frances 
Riggleman and the said 
Mary France Riglgeman, 
and Asa Riggleman, her 
husband, join herein for the 
purpose of conveying the 
land on which said strip of 
land on which said building 
encroaches thus making 
the eastern line of the land 
hereby conveyed to extend 
along the present building 
and shall extend as far east 
as any part of said build-
ing extends including the 
eaves.”

This being the same 
tract or parcel of real estate 
conveyed Joey A. Dolly and 
Cheena J. Dolly by deed 
dated May 10, 2012, from 
Lois M. Groves, former-
ly Lois M. Hockensmith, 
and of record in the Grant 
County Clerk’s Offi ce in 
Deed Book 261 at page 
296.

The real estate is as-
sessed on the 2023 Grant 
County Land Records in 
Town of Petersburg on Tax 
Map 4, Parcel 166.

Reference is hereby 
made to all instruments in 
the chain of title for any and 
all pertinent purposes.

The subject properties 
will be sold in “AS IS” con-
dition.    The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the subject 
property to vacate said 
property. 

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: 
In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 
the property, the United 
States would have the right 
to redeem the property 
within a period of  120 days 
from the date of such sale 
or the period allowable for 
redemption under local law,  
whichever is longer.

Pursuant to the Deed 
of Trust, the Trustee may 
postpone the sale by public 

announcement at the time 
and place designated or 
by posting a notice of the 
same, and act by agent in 
the execution of the sale.  
The party secured by the 
Deed of Trust reserves the 
right to purchase the prop-

erty at such sale.
Said Substitute Trustee 

was duly appointed by in-
strument dated August 15, 
2023  and of record in the 
Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
in Trust Deed Book 318 at 
page 186.

TERMS OF SALE:
$5,000.00 on day of 

sale and balance upon 
closing, not to exceed thir-
ty days.    Announcements 
made at sale take prece-
dence over any written no-
tice or advertisement.  

Persons interested in 
the property may contact 
Tina L. Martin, Summit 
Community Bank, (304) 
530-0522, or  James Paul 
Geary II, 104 N. Main 
Street, Petersburg, West 
Virginia 26847, (304) 257-

4155.
JAMES PAUL GEARY II, 

TRUSTEE
P. O. BOX 218

PETERSBURG, WV 
26847

(304) 257-4155 
9/26-10/10___________

GRANT COUNTY
DELINQUENT 2023 REAL ESTATE TAX
Notice is hereby given that the following described tracts or lots of land or 

undivided interests therein in the County of Grant and the tax liens that encumber 
the same which are delinquent for the nonpayment of taxes for the year (or years) 
2022, will be certifi ed to the Auditor for disposition pursuant to West Virginia Code 
§11A-3-44 on the 31st day of October, 2023.

Upon certifi cation to the Auditor, tax liens on each unredeemed tract, lot, 
or each unredeemed part thereof or undivided interest therein, shall be sold at 
public auction to the highest bidder in an amount which shall not be less than the 
taxes, interest, and charges which shall be due thereon to the date of sale, as set 
forth in the following table:

01 - BAYARD
Person Charged With Taxes Property Amount Due
ANTHONY JOSEPH E               LOT 227                                     160.76
 ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 228                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E               LOT 229                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 230                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 231                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 232                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 233                                      74.09
ANTHONY JOSEPH E                LOT 234                                      74.09
ARNOLD RHONDA                   LOT 56                                      376.89
ARNOLD RHONDA                   LOT 55                                       89.00
BRITTINGHAM CRYSTAL L           .27 AC                                      245.84
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 247                                      88.84
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 248                                     180.49
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 249                                      84.09
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 250                                      84.09
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 251                                      88.15
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 252                                      88.15
HANLIN JEFFREY R & PENNIE L     LOT 253                                      88.15
KESSEL GLORIA E                 LOT 181                                      87.65
MILLER MALISHA C                LOT 53                                      268.25
MILLER MALISHA C                LOT 52                                       76.11
PURGITT CLARA W ESTATE          LOT 36                                       90.38
SWEITZER LARRY & TRACY          LOT 30                                      354.96
SWEITZER LARRY & TRACY          LOT 31                                      140.44
SWEITZER LARRY & TRACY          LOT 29                                       93.59

02 - GRANT
ADKINS PROPERTY INC 1/2 &       198.17 AC MINERALS 76.21
BRIAR HILL CLUB CORP            1.30 AC                                     106.25
CANTRELL TIMOTHY                3.50 AC LOT 74                              347.48
CARR PHILIP S                   1.19 AC                                      83.46
COMBS MAC CLELAND               3.69 AC                                    1222.83
DELL KEITH A                    12.69 AC                                    213.92
DOLLY ROLL S & JUDITH B         3.34 AC                                     102.10
FUNK ANNA L                     8.14 AC                                    1158.66
HALTERMAN TONYA M               5.32 AC LOT 1                               137.82
HAMEL CRYSTAL G                 7.91 AC                                     502.26
HEDRICK MATILDA F LIFE          4 AC                                        149.53
HEDRICK MATILDA F LIFE          .80 AC                                       90.88
INSKEEP JARED                   15.73 AC TR 4                               182.33
KIM DO KYUN                     2.99 AC LOT 1                               382.68
KIM DO KYUN                     2.10 AC LOT 2                                93.31
KINDRICK MARGARITE              1.15 AC LOT 1                               551.28
KIRK THOMAS R                   2.02 AC LOT 24                              260.61
KUHN JOHN R                     12.86 AC                                    399.25
LARSEN PAUL                     15 AC NEAR MARTIN 736.75
LARSEN PAUL                     15.77 AC                                    488.80
MARSHALL HARRY M JR &           1.60 AC                                     186.48
MARSHALL HARRY M JR &           9 AC                                         93.31
MARSHALL HARRY M JR &           114.33 AC                                   590.27
MECK DEANNA D                   .51 AC                                      164.27
NUNLEY JAMES F JR               3.24 AC LOT 18                              106.25
O’HAVER JAMES O & RHONDA O    1.88 AC                                     336.60
PAULEY RICHARD R & LORI A       2.14 AC TRACT A  
PORTER MAC B                    30.87 AC                                    256.87
PORTER MAC B & BARBARA L        2.30 AC                                      87.10
RATCLIFF J WILLIAM ESTATE       2.05 AC                                     103.31
RATCLIFF J WILLIAM ESTATE       1.28 AC                                     288.63
RATCLIFF J WILLIAM ESTATE       .59 AC                                       86.21
REXRODE DONALD C II             6.45 AC TR 3                                256.86
SHILLINGBURG ALVA D & CAROL    86.91 AC                                    273.25
SITES JOHN A & ELIZABETH R      1 AC                                        499.49
SITES JOHN A & ELIZABETH R      2.05 AC LAHMANSVILLE  358.87
SITES JOHN A & ELIZABETH R      1.01 AC                                     187.01
TURNER CHLOE B &                1.27 AC                                     374.06
TURNER CHLOE B &                1.32 AC                                      99.67
VANMETER TAMARA CECIL           6.13 AC                                     275.78
WALTERS FREDERICK S JR          8.29 AC LOT 21                              646.69
WARNER PHYLLIS LIFE             1 AC                                        300.71
WELSH TIMOTHY F & DAWN M        1.58 AC LOT 2                               298.83

03 - MILROY
ALT BARBARA LIFE                1.17 AC                                     459.82
ALT MARK                        3 AC                                        378.79
ANDERSON TIMOTHY W 
   & KAREN L  5.07 AC LOT 9 SEC A 453.78
ANDERSON TIMOTHY W 
   & KAREN L  6.19 AC LOT 10 SEC A 456.18
ARBOGAST TIMOTHY & ROSE A .84 AC LOT 6 SEC V  424.44

BENSENHAVER KEVIN E             .55 AC LOT 4                                233.74
BENSENHAVER KEVIN E             20333 SQ FT LOT 3-B 76.21
BIONDO WILLIAM A                77.99 AC LOT 21                             377.66
CABRAL RHUANN                   1.60 AC LOT 12 SEC B 587.51
CHESNOSKI VICTOR B              10.96 AC TR 11                              351.26
COMBS MAC CLELAND               25 AC TR B                                  679.45
DAVIS DONALD E                  .29 AC                                      232.05
DILLE LESTER E & MARGARET K .56 AC 184.94
GOLDIZEN MARK R & PATRICIA      3.21 AC LOT 6                               247.39
HALL CHRISTINA M                2 AC                                        505.37
HARDY CO HOLDINGS 70 AC LOT 9 SEC IV  389.92
HILL MARSHALL W                 1.23 AC LOT 17 SEC III   99.16
HINKLE DORIS &                  3.65 AC                                     103.13
JUKER JOSEPHINE ESTATE          1.46 AC LOT 23 SEC B 280.18
KESNER CHRISTOPHER J 
   & LACEE J  1.42 AC 208.55
KETTERMAN CHARLOTTE G LIFE .50 AC 312.11
KILE CLYDE A LIFE               1.83 AC PAR 1               322.45
KRAMER MARTIN R SR &            5.33 AC TR 13                               685.49
KUHN JOANNA RENNIX              2.06 AC LOT 20 SEC II 266.36
KUHN JOHN R                     10.92 AC SEC II                             209.77
KUHN JOHN R & JOANNA R          1 LOT                                       347.82
LEWIS ROGER L &                 1.72 AC LOT 1                               459.46
MALLOW DONALD R JR              1 AC                                        466.50
MARTIN MARSHA A                 2 AC LOT 7                                  546.60
MCDONOUGH JAMES M &             5 AC                                        911.74
MCGUIRE THOMAS C JR             4.84 AC                                     635.11
MONGOLD KEITH                   17.90 AC                                    512.26
NAGHSHINEH SHIDA B              1.85 AC LOT 31 SEC-C 281.72
NESSELRODT MARK E               2.13 AC                                     339.17
NORTH MOUNTAIN VACATION         9.58 AC TR B (CABIN # 1 & 3)  1541.58
RATCLIFF MAMIE B                1.50 AC                                     105.56
SHANE LEE M & SANDRA K          15.84 AC LOT 5                              687.84
SHREVE DOUGLAS L                5.05 AC                                     588.71
SITES REX ALLEN                 1.50 AC                                     231.01
SMITH ELIZABETH ANN             1.07 AC LOT 6                               244.99
STEPHENS SHERWOOD L 
     & REBECCA  .79 AC 79.85
TAYLOR ROBERT A & DARLENE M 5.01 AC LOT 2 SEC A 345.42
THORNE BETTY M                  50 AC                                       293.46
THORNE BETTY M                  .26 AC                                       71.74
VANCE LARRY W                   8 AC TRACT II                              1426.84
VANCE LARRY W  2.56 AC                                     212.38
VANMETER COYE F 
   & EDITH M LIFE  .92 AC 203.56
VANMETER KATHERINE              1.64 AC                                     198.40
VANMETER KATHERINE              2.16 AC                                     247.91
VANMETER KATHERINE              .61 AC LOT 3 UNIT A 78.28
WEASENFORTH JESSE ANN           28,330 SQ FT                                264.49
WHETZEL BOBBY G                 .62 AC                                      526.24
WHETZEL BOBBY G                 6.21 AC TR 1                                391.97
WHETZEL BOBBY G                 2.57 AC TR A                                288.12
WHETZEL RICKY L                 .87 AC                                      411.83
WHITE JEREMY D                  1.69 AC                                     283.97
WILLIAMS CLIFFORD M LIFE        10.05 LOT 4 UNIT C 178.21
WILLIAMS CLIFFORD M LIFE        10 AC LOT 1 UNIT B  373.37

04 - PETERSBURG
BENNETT LESTER                  .17 AC LOT 3 & PT LOT 4 790.22
CEDAR MANOR INC                 16.49 AC                                   5942.36
CEDAR MANOR INC                 .09 AC PARCEL A 194.96
COOK DEBRA V                    LOT 9                                       213.56
CTB ENTERPRISES LLC             .47 AC TR B                               12536.73
CTB ENTERPRISES LLC             .47 AC TR C                                 859.17
CTB ENTERPRISES LLC             .46 AC TR D                                 730.95
CTB ENTERPRISES LLC             .11 AC TR E                                 271.47
CTB ENTERPRISES LLC             .87 AC TR F                                 884.54
DAVIS OMER H SR  LOT C                          148.64
EYE TERRI A  ACADEMY LOT 519.45
GEORGE CINDY M (SHOEMAKER) LOT 68 301.38
GOFF VALERIE DAWN PT LOT 74 J H ADDN  276.32
GOFF VALERIE DAWN PT LOT 75 J H ADDN 1092.75
JACKSON DARREN                  LOT 54 GRAND VIEW ADD        361.27
JUDY RICHARD E                  OURS LOT                                    835.18
KEPLINGER CHARLES F JR          .34 AC                                      703.81
KUHN JONATHAN R                 .15 AC                                      132.63
MCDONALD’S CORPORATION .85 AC PARCEL B 
    TANNERY LAND 5307.21
MOGROVEJO EDGAR FERNANDO LOT 28 SEC 2 700.01
OUTLAW LINDSEY M                LOT 14 BLK B                                525.37
REDMAN JAMES ETAL               LOT 78                                      467.58
REDMAN JAMES ETAL               LOT 77                                      208.22
REDMAN JAMES ETAL               LOT 76                                      869.91
REDMAN SHANE O                  PT LOT 50                                   433.70
REDMAN SHANE O                  PT LOT 50                                    96.53
REDMAN SHANE O                  LOT 51                                      456.53
WINEBRENNER RAYMOND L &  .33 AC 462.13

05 - UNION
ALLEMARI STONE LLC              1.16 AC                                     267.05
AVERS DENNIS E & GWENDA L       .72 AC                                      601.14
BARROLL ROBERT M SR &          1,020 AC                                    302.87
BEACHY BETTE R &                LOT GORMANIA                            153.50
BEACHY BETTE R &                LOT                                         304.00

BEACHY BETTE R &                1.23 AC LOT 6                                89.33
BROWN DONNIE G ETAL 1/6 EA      .28 AC LOT 5                                357.84
BROWN DONNIE G ETAL 1/6 EA      .22 AC LOT 5A                                71.74
BULICK JASON                    2.09 AC LOT 5                              239.81
BURGESS TRACEY ETAL 1/5         18.25 AC 1/5 FEE                            122.11
CARTER ROBERT &                 11.36 AC LOT 19                           1437.70
CHOIJAV GANTULGA                2.08 AC LOT 32                              152.62
CLARK BETTY H LIFE              .25 AC                                      262.41
CROOKS DAVID R JR 
    & MELISSA M .23 AC LOT 32 SEC A  140.41
DIDAWICK WILLIAM R              1.74 AC                                     116.89
EVANS JAMES A ESTATE            .56 AC                                      220.65
EVANS JAMES A ESTATE            2 AC                                        172.51
FITZGERALD ANTHONY &            8.59 AC                                    1178.44
FRYE ELIZABETH W (RUOFF)        180900 J B WEIMER ET 73.46
GEORGE LINDA E &                2.41 AC LOT 3                                94.33
GEORGE LINDA E &                2.30 AC LOT 3-A                             129.53
GRIER FRANK LUTTRELL  1/9 1,020 AC                                    148.60
HALL NORMAN E                   1 AC                                         73.29
HELMICK WILLIAM J               1.01 AC                                     344.38
JOHNSON BARBARA J &             LOT 3                                       231.53
JONES KERMIT & MARY JANE        2.45 AC                                     144.03
K D S INC ETAL 1/4              40.75 AC 1/4 MINERALS 145.93
K D S INC ETAL 1/8              380 AC 1/8 MINERALS 384.91
K D S INC ETAL 1/8              298.50 AC 1/8 MINERALS 349.18
KELLEY BENSON B 
 & MARCELLA L    .49 AC LOT 2 118.16
KELLEY BENSON B 
 & MARCELLA L    .25 AC LOT 4 137.29
KELLEY BENSON B 
 & MARCELLA L    .25 AC LOT 7 106.25
KELLEY BENSON B 
 & MARCELLA L    .25 AC LOT 8                              128.33
KELLEY BENSON B ETAL            .28 AC LOT 6                                137.82
KITZMILLER BARBARA              1.14 AC                                     186.48
KITZMILLER BARBARA              .69 AC                                       77.25
KITZMILLER BARBARA              .46 AC                                      302.95
KITZMILLER ELIJAH A             2.89 AC LOT 2                               218.40
KITZMILLER JEFFREY M            .38 AC LOT 36                               500.18
KOHLER MICHELLE S               10.64 AC LOT 4                             1620.96
LOVELESS GILBERT T & LESLIE J   6.41 AC LOT 29                              279.15
LUDWIG CAROL J                  3.52 AC                                     246.02
MAHONEY ERIN C                  10.04 AC LOT 24                             836.18
MARCELLUS SHALE LLC ETAL        519 AC (2.50 % OF 1/2 INT              73.46
MARCELLUS SHALE LLC ETAL        4,925.88 AC (2.50 % OIL & GAS)   73.46
MARCELLUS SHALE LLC ETAL        100 AC (2.50 % OF 3/4 INT)  73.46
MCINTIRE WILLIAM ESTATE         54.25 AC HARTMANSVILLE
    LESS CO  73.80
MCINTIRE WILLIAM ESTATE         156.25 AC COAL                               78.11
MENEFEE BEATRICE                178680 UNION LAND MG 73.46
MENKE CHARLES N &               317.75 AC MINERALS 2/3 168.00
MOATS KEVIN R & LAURA A         .28 AC LOT 5                                191.15
MOATS KEVIN R & LAURA A         .20 AC LOT 5                                108.32
NORRIS WILLIAM E                15 AC                                       193.42
PDS LLC                         2 AC PAR A                                  800.23
PENNINGTON ALVIN D & AGGIE      .14 AC                                      102.10
PENNINGTON ALVIN D & AGGIE      2.12 AC                                     201.49
QUIS FRANCIS R  JR 1/9          1,020 AC                                    148.60
QUIS FRANCIS R JR &             1,020 AC                                    148.60
ROSEMEIER RONALD G              13.34 AC LOT 28 2175.92
SCHELL EILEEN M                 20.47 AC                                    516.19
SHARPLESS MARTIN W JR &         21.27 AC                                    595.95
SHARPLESS MARTIN W JR &         1.14 AC                                      71.74
SHARPLESS STEPHANIE DAWN 101 AC                                      255.33
SHOBE WILLIAM H & MARY 05100000011 O & G 73.46
SISLER KRISTY L & RANDY Z       1 AC                                        235.66
SMITH RALPH J                   180882 LEON & LEROY 73.46
STREETS GARY W & KACEY L        1.30 AC                                     560.06
TRASK TOMMY J & DEBRA L         10.30 AC LOT 15  1071.88
TSEVEENDULAM 
    NARANTSETSEG 2.06 AC LOT 40 152.62
TURLEY ROBERT ERIC              .34 AC LOT 38                               124.35
WELLINGTON FINANCIAL LLC       2.07 AC LOT 4                               238.77
WELTON A J ESTATE               298.50 AC MINERALS 3/8 INT 73.46
WELTON A J ESTATE               380 AC MINERALS 3/8 INT 232.73
WELTON A J ESTATE               40.75 AC MINERALS 3/4 INT 73.46
WILKINSON ELIZABETH A           5.24 AC (1/2 MIN XCOAL) 318.86

If any of said tracts or lots remain unsold following the auction, they shal
be subject to sale by the Auditor without additional advertising or public auction
such terms as the Auditor deems appropriate pursuant to §11A-3-48 of this code

Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots, or part thereof or an undivided interest
therein, may be redeemed by the payment to the undersigned sheriff (or col-
lector) before certifi cation to the Auditor, of the total amount of taxes, interest
and charges due thereon up to the date of redemption by credit card, cashier’s
check, money order, certifi ed check or United States currency. Payment must be
received in the tax offi ce by the close of business on the last business day prior
to the certifi cation.

After certifi cation to the Auditor, any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be
redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the
sale by payment to the Auditor of the total amount of taxes, interest, and charges
due thereon up to the date of redemption.

Given under my hand this 19th September, 2023
BRIAN W. OURS, Sheriff of Grant County

9/19-10/3 ______________________________________________________
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ADVERTISEMENT MR-34_BR
Notice is hereby given that Petersburg Blocks, INC., P.O. Box 756, 444 Keyser Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847, has submitted an application for the 

reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1023624 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 
26426-1150 in order to maintain, monitor, and operate a sandstone quarry in the Oriskany Sandstone seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge 
treated storm water into unnamed tributaries of Jordan Run and Jordan Run of the North Fork of S. Potomac River and is located 2.4 miles west of Cabins, 
in Union District of Grant County, Longitude 79º 15’18” and Latitude 39º 00’ 12” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map). 

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human consumption located in the above listed 
receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being 
with the intake and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above. 

 An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effl uent limitations ensure compliance with water quality criteria 
for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-degradation review has been conducted. 

Comments on Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES application shall be in writing and if 
a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent 
to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. 
Comments received by 11/2/2023 or thirty (30) days from the date of publication will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft 
permit, rational page and fact sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the DEP Regional 
Offi ce located at the address above. 

DEP Telephone Number 304-457-3219
Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1023624

10/3 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION

FYE JUNE 30, 2023
  Governmental
  Activities
ASSETS AND DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES

Cash and cash equivalents $ 5,389,468 
Taxes receivable, net of allowance for uncollectible taxes 29,503 
Deposit with Retirement Board  29,448 
Food service receivables  1,685 
Other receivables  84,189 
Other Prepaid Expenses  25,375 

Due from other governments:
State aid receivable  47,574 
PEIA allocation receivable  214,074 

Capital Assets:
Land  117,960 
Buildings and improvements  29,529,829 
Furniture and equipment  2,438,709 
Vehicles  3,190,929 
Less accumulated depreciation (9,440,842)
Total capital assets, net of depreciation  25,836,586
Total Assets 33,296,766 
Deferred outfl ows of resources:
Pensiona 624,963 
Other post employment benefi t (OPEB)  304,343 

Total deferred outfl ows of resources  929,306 
Total assets and deferred outfl ows of resources $34,226,072 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES, 
AND NET POSITION

Liabilities:
Salaries payable and related payroll liabilities  $1,000,734 
PEIA premiums payable  334,165 
Compensated absences  88,324 
Accounts payable  246,826 
Due to Other Fiscal Agents  153,078 

Long-term obligations:
Due within one year: 

Financed Purchases and Other  985,758 
Due beyond one year:

Financed Purchases and Other  2,774,113 
Net pension liability - Proportionate Share  614,927 
Net other post employment benefi t (OPEB)
     liability - Proportionate Share  38,262 
Total liabilities  6,236,185 
Deferred infl ows of resources:
Pension  227,052 
Other post employment benefi t (OPEB)  336,226 

Total deferred infl ows of resources  563,278 
Total liabilities and deferred infl ows of resources  $6,799,463 

Net Position:
Net Investment in Capital Assets  25,836,586 
Restricted for:
Special projects  1,615,491 
Capital projects  1,385,434 
Unrestricted  (1,410,901) 
Total net position $27,426,609 

GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FYE JUNE 30, 2023
      Net (Expense),
    Program Revenues   Revenue & 
   Operating Capital  Changes in 
   Charges for  Grants and  Grants and  Net Position
Functions Expenses  Services  Contributions  Contributions  Governmental Activities

Governmental activities:
Instruction $10,151,047   $137,365   $2,785,617   $227,177   $(7,000,889)
Supporting services:
Students 1,117,509   456,500  293,809  25,010   (342,191)
Instructional staff  928,314  12,562  236,168  20,775  (658,809)
General administration 292,900   12,411 328  6,555  (273,606)
School administration 867,313  11,737 971  19,410  (835,195)
Central services 344,701 4,665 386  7,714  
(331,936) 
Operation and maintenance of facilities  2,107,949   28,525   538,011   47,175   (1,494,238)
Student transportation  1,578,504   21,361   1,768   35,326   (1,520,049)
Other support services  40,989   555   46  917   (39,471)
Food services  1,501,410   1,452,112   90,391   -   (41,093)
Community services  2,000   -   -   -   (2,000)
Interest on long-term debt/fi nance leases  95,575   -   -  -   (95,575)
Total governmental activities  19,028,210   2,137,792   3,947,494   390,059   (12,552,865)
   General revenues:
   Property taxes    9,595,991
   Unrestricted state aid    6,034,471 
   Unrestricted investment earnings   208,774 
   Unrestricted grants and contributions    (264,543)
   Transfers in   1,686,928
      Transfers (out)    (1,686,928)
   Total general revenues, extraordinary 
       items and transfers   15,574,693 
   Change in net position   3,021,828 
   Net position - beginning   24,404,781 
   Prior period adjustments - (See Note __)   - 
   Net position - beginning, as restated   24,404,781 
   Net position - ending   $27,426,609

GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION
BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

FYE JUNE 30, 2023

  11 61 65 71 12 51
  General Special Special Revenue Special Excess Capital Total
  Current Revenue School Activity Revenue Levy Fund Projects Fund Governmental
  Expense Fund Fund ESSERF Fund    
     
ASSETS AND DEFERRED OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES
Assets:

Cash and cash equivalents  $4,777,771 $ - $611,697 $ - $  -  $ -  $5,389,468
Taxes receivable, net  22,375   -  -  -   7,128  - 29,503 
Deposit with PEIA  29,448   -   -   -   -  - 22,448 
Food service receivable, net  -   1,685   -   -   -   - 1,685 
Other Receivable 84,189  -   -   -   -  - 84,189 
Other prepaid expenses  -   25,375   -     -     -  25,375 
Due from other governments:
State aid receivable   47,574   - - - - 47,574
PEIA allocation receivable  214,074  -  - - - - 214,074
Reimbursements receivable  -   1,191,259 - 447,607 - - 1,638,866
Due from other funds  -   643,188 - - 1,322,210 83,557 2,048,955

Total Assests $5,175,430  $1,861,507   $611,697   $447,607   $1,329,337   $83,557 $9,509,135 
TOTAL ASSETS PLUS DEFERRED 
OUTFLOWS OF RESOURCES $5,175,430  $1,861,507   $611,697   $447,607   $1,329,337   $83,557 $9,509,135 

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS OF 
RESOURCES AND FUND BALANCES
Liabilities:

Salaries payable and related 
 payroll liabilities  $943,663   $39,780  -  $12,050   $5,240  -  $1,000,734
PEIA premiums payable  271,453   39,965    -    17,864   4,882  - 334,165 
Accounts payable & Payable 
to others  25,044   200,790   -   3,654   17,338   -  246,826
Due to other fi scal agents  153,078   -  -  -  -  - 153,078
Due to other funds  1,671,019   -  -   377,936  -  - 2,048,955 

Total liabilities  3,064,257   280,535   -    411,505   27,460   - 3,783,757 

Deferred infl ows of resources  8,081  1,584    -  -  -  -  9,664
Total deferred infl ows of 
 resources  8,081 1,584 - - - - 9,664
Fund Balances:
Restricted  -   1,579,389   -   36,102   1,301,877   83,557 3,000,924 
Committed   14,499  -    -   -   -  - 14,499 
Assigned  867,967   -     -     -     -     - 867,967 
Unassigned 1,220,626 - 611,697 - - - 1,832,324

Total fund balances  2,103,092   1,579,389    611,697   36,102   1,301,877   83,557 5,715,714 
TOTAL LIABILITIES, 
 DEFERRED INFLOWS 
 OF RESOURCES AND 
 FUND BALANCES  5,175,430   1,861,507    611,697   447,607   1,329,337   83,557 9,509,135
Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of net position differ due to:    
Capital assets used in governmental activities are not fi nancial resources and, therefore, 
are not reported in the funds        25,836,586 
Other deferred charges are not reported in the funds        9,664 

Deferred outfl ows and infl ows of resources related to pensions and OPEB are applicable to 
future periods and, therefore, are not reported in the funds
Deferred outfl ows of resources related to pensions        624,963 
Deferred infl ows of resources related to pensions        (227,052)
Deferred outfl ows of resources related to OPEB        304,343 
Deferred infl ows of resources related to OPEB        (336,226)

Some liabilities, including net pension and OPEB obligations, are not due and payable in the
current period and, therefore, are not reported in the funds
Compensated absences        (88,324)
Net pension liability - proportionate share       (614,927)
Net OPEB liability - proportionate share        (38,262)
Financed purchases and other, due within one year       (985,758)
Financed purchases and other, due beyond one year      (2,774,113)
Net position of governmental activities        $27,426,609

GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES

IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
FYE JUNE 30, 2023

    
    65
  11   Special  71  21 12 51
  General  61  Revenue Special  Debt Excess Capital
  Current  Special School Revenue Service Levy Projects  Total 
  Expense  Revenue  Activity Fund ESSERF Fund Fund Fund Governmental
Revenues:

Property taxes $ 7,244,872 $ -  $ -  $ -  $ -  $2,351,119 $ - $9,595,991
Other Local sources  259,642 56,644 505,721  -  -  197 - 822,204
State sources  8,640,931 769,653 - - - - - 9,410,583
Federal sources  257,248 3,053,447 - 1,274,603 - - - 4,585,298
Miscellaneous sources - 535,650 - - - - - 535,650

Total revenues  16,402,693 4,415,393 505,721 1,274,603 - 2,351,316 - 24,949,725
Expenditures:
 Instruction  9,251,407 1,187,916 611,542 763,295 - 229,798 - 12,043,958 
Supporting services:

Students  1,011,272 358,638 - 36,849 - - - 1,406,759
Instructional staff  661,546 261,801 - 165,689 - - - 1,089,036
General administration  360,495 - - 671 - - - 361,166
School administration 1,069,169  3,464 - 20,179 - - - 1,092,812
Central Services 432,928  - - - - - - 432,928
Operation and maintenance 
 of facilities  1,509,091 20,578 - 24,686 - 822,760 11,041 2,388,156
Student transportation 2,047,278  12,040 - 116,588 - 66,343 - 2,242,249
Other support services  - - - 44,427 - - - 44,427
Food services 64,836  1,619,929 - 15,077 - - - 1,699,842
Community services 2,000 -  -  -  -  - - 2,000
Capital outlay  94,488 109,689 - - - - 254,724 458,901
Finance leases:
Principal payment expense  - - - 955,195 - - 955,195
Interest expense  -  - - 95,575 - - 95,575

Total expenditures  16,504,509 3,574,056 611,542 1,187,460 1,050,770 1,118,901 265,765 24,313,003
Excess (defi ciency) of 
    revenues over expenditures  (101,816) 841,338 (105,821) 87,142 (1,050,770) 1,232,415 (265,765) 636,722
Other fi nancing sources (uses):

Transfers in  409,494 22,603 201,203 2,858 1,050,770 - - 1,686,928
Transfers (out)  (281,504) (194,250) (105,536) (109,708) - (995,930) - (1,686,928)

Total other fi nancing 
     sources (uses)  127,990 (171,647) (95,667) (106,851) 1,050,770 (995,930) - -
Net change in fund balances 26,174  669,691 (10,154) (19,708) - 236,484 (265,765) 636,722
Fund balances - beginning  2,076,918 909,697 621,851 55,811 - 1,065,393 349,321 5,078,992
Fund balances - ending  $ 2,103,092 $ 1,579,389  $ 611,697  $ 36,102  $ -  $ 1,301,877 $ 83,557 $ 5,715,714

GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION
RECONCILIATION OF THE STATEMENT OF REVENUES,

EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS TO THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FYE JUNE 30, 2023
Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds  $ 636,722

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of
activities are different due to:

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures.
However, in the statement of net position, the cost of capital assets
is allocated over their estimated useful lives and reported as
depreciation expense. The effect on net position is the amount by
which capital outlays exceed depreciation in the current period.
Depreciation expense  (638,819)
Capital outlays 2,809,259

Certain receivables will be collected this year but are not available
soon enough to pay for the current period’s expenditures. This is
the amount by which such receivables increased (decreased).
Property taxes receivable   
Operating Grants and Contributions  (285,443)

The Repayment of the principal of long-term debt (e.g., bonds,
leases) consumes the current fi nancial resources of governmental
funds. However, such repayment has no effect on net position. 955,195

Differences in the cost and accumulated depreciation on disposed
capital assets are reported as a loss and reduction in net position in
the statement of activities.
Cost of assets disposed (935,306)
Accumulated  depreciation of assets disposed 35,437

Compensated absences are reported as liabilities in the statement
of net position, but are only reported in government funds to the
extent they have matured. This is the amount by which
compensated absences (increased)/decreased.
Accrued vacation payable (5,548)

Governmental funds report district pension contributions as
expenditures. However, in the Statement of Activities, the cost of
pension benefi ts earned net of employee contributions is reported
as pension expense
District pension contributions  106,852

Cost of benefi ts earned net of employee contributions  6,778

Governmental funds report district OPEB contributions as
expenditures. However, in the Statement of Activities, the cost of
OPEB benefi ts earned net of employee contributions is reported as
OPEB expense
District OPEB contributions  12,370
Cost of benefi ts earned net of employee contributions  324,331
Change in net position of governmental activities  $ 3,021,828

GRANT COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
SUPPLEMENTAL SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL ENDED JUNE 30, 2023
Salaries expenditures:
Board offi cials:
JARED N. AMTOWER  $ 3,680
PANDORA L. BARR  3,680
KELLY E. ROBY  3,680
ASHLY L. CLEAVER  3,680
PANDORA L. BARR  3,680
Superintendent  104,800
Total salaries paid to other professional personnel  8,096,951
Total salaries paid to service personnel  3,351,012
Total salary expenditures  11,571,163

Non-salary expenditures:
Total non-salary expenditures paid in excess of
    two hundred fi fty dollars ($250) 12,733,970
Total non-salary expenditures paid of less than 
two hundred fi fty dollars ($250)  7,870
Total non-salary expenditures  12,741,841
Total expenditures  $ 24,313,003
Total non-salary expenditures paid in excess of two hundred fi fty dollars ($250):
95 PERCENT GROUP, INC. 23,411
APL ASSOCIATES 8,062
A & S ENTERPRISES LLC 1,392
ACELLUS EDUCATIONAL SERV LLC 25,375
ABSOLUTE ASSURANCE DRUG 3,502
J.C.EHRLICH COMPANY INC. 3,960
ADAMS KITCHENS AND BATHS 308
ADAM HAGER PRODUCTIONS 3,050
ADVANTAGE TECHNOLOGY LLC 143,117
AIRCON ENGINEERING, INC. 312
AIRGAS USA, LLC 11,343
ALLEGHENY MOTOR&PUMP SERV.INC. 1,729
AMAZON 13,507
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 26,301
AMERICAN FLOOR MATS 4,247
AMTEK COMPANY, INC. 17,826
ARBITER SPORTS LLC 2,605
APPLE INC. 5,880
APPLIED EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 2,500

GRANT COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, BOARD OF EDUCATION STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
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DEAR PAWS: Two 
weeks ago, my Golden 

Retriever Lollie suffered 
a heatstroke. I let him 
outside into the back-
yard around midmorning. 
When I checked on him 
after about a half hour, he 
stumbled to me and col-
lapsed. I rushed him to the 
veterinarian, where he was 
treated. Lollie is recover-
ing, but I am terrifi ed to let 
him outside again. Why did 
he have problems so fast? 
Will this episode affect his 
health long-term? -- Greg 
in Houston

DEAR GREG: I’m glad 
to hear that Lollie is recov-
ering, because heatstroke 

can be deadly -- as you 
know. Your fear is normal, 
because you’re clearly a 
caring pet owner, and you 
don’t want Lollie to be in-
jured again.

That care and attention 
is perhaps the biggest fac-
tor in Lollie recovering ful-
ly and having fewer long-
term complications from 
his heatstroke. 

The reasons why Lollie 
suffered heatstroke aren’t 
as clear, but there are so 
many factors that could 
have contributed to it. The 
morning may have been 
hotter than usual. Lollie 

may have had an under-
lying illness that made it 
harder for him to withstand 
the warmer temperature. 
He might not have drunk as 
much water as he needed to 
maintain his internal tem-
perature. 

You did all the right 
things: letting him outside 
earlier in the day; checking 
on him periodically; and 
immediately taking him to 
the vet as soon as you saw 
his symptoms were serious. 

Keep following the vet’s 
instructions to support Lol-
lie’s care as he recovers. It 
may be weeks or months 

before he can spend the 
same time in the heat. He’ll 
get tired more easily, so his 
daily walks should be kept 
short. Make sure he’s eat-
ing and drinking enough 
water. All these factors will 
improve his health for the 
long term.

Send your tips, com-
ments or questions to ask@
pawscorner.com.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

How Long 
Will Dog’s 
Heatstroke 

Recovery Take?

I cannot believe I just got 
fi red from the calendar 
factory. All I did was 

take one day off.
G G G G G

What kind of dogs do 
magicians like? 

Labracadabradors
G G G G G

Where do math teachers 
love to take vacations? 

Times Square. 

DAD JOKES
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By Ravenna Redman
Director of Social Services

The employees of Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center have chosen Fran-
ces Darlene Secrist as our 
GRCC Resident of the 
Week.  

Darlene has been a res-
ident of our facility since 
June 7, 2023.  Darlene was 
born on January 21, 1945, 
in Lonaconing, Maryland 
to Richard and Naomi (Mc-
Cusker) Green. Darlene 
had 11 siblings, and she 
was born near the young-
est.

Richard Green was a 
coal miner and a farmer.  
His wife, Naomi helped 
with the farm, and cared for 
their children.  As a child, 
Darlene would love to play 
“house”.  For chores, she 
helped to make the hay, and 
would clean the house for 
her mother.  

Darlene would attend 
Barton Elementary School, 
and then go to Valley High 
School.  Darlene loved 
school, when asked if she 
participated in any activi-
ties at high school, Darlene 
replied, “I couldn’t.  We 
lived too far in the coun-
try to be coming back and 
forth.  In fact, I had to walk 
to my graduation, and it 
was raining, because Dad’s 
truck wasn’t running.”  She 
graduated from high school 
in 1963.

Darlene would meet 
Roger Secrist, through 
his brother, and they just 
clicked.  They dated for six 
months, and they were mar-
ried on July 18, 1964, in St. 
Gabriel’s Catholic Church 
in Barton, Maryland.  They 

had a small wedding with 
family attending.  

They would end up 
moving to Petersburg and 
starting their family.  Rog-
er was a heavy equipment 
operator for the coal mines.  
Darlene began working at 
Dairy Queen.

The family was soon 
blessed with three daugh-
ters, Robin Barr, Brenda 
Frey, and Angela Champ.

After 13 years, Rog-
er would open his own 
business, Petersburg Auto 
Wreckers and Salvage 
Yard.  He was also a me-
chanic.  Darlene was his 
business manager, assisting 
him with all the necessary 
paperwork for his business.  

The family did well, 
until Roger noticed that he 
had symptoms of demen-
tia.  He continued to work, 
until he was no longer able 
to.  He got to the point that 
Darlene was unable to pro-
vide care for him, and he 
was placed in the nursing 
home.  Unfortunately, the 
disease progressed, and 
Roger passed away on De-
cember 31, 2018, after 54 
years of marriage.

Darlene was saddened, 
but after watching Roger 
struggle for those many 
years, she realized that he 
was in a better place.  Dar-
lene is proud of her mar-
riage and noted that many 
marriages do not survive 
for 54 years.

They were also blessed 
with six grandchildren, and 
several great-grandchil-
dren.

Meanwhile, Darlene 
also worked at American 
Woodmark, and as part of 
security at Pilgrim’s Pride.  
She retired when she was 
72 years old, in 2017.  

She did not travel much.  
Roger traveled to several 
different places, primarily 
to go hunting.  “Those were 
my vacations- a staycation 
while he was away,” she 
says with a grin.  Roger and 
Darlene also loved to go 
camping.  They had a trail-
er at the Wapocoma Camp-
ground, and they enjoyed 
going on the weekends.  
Unfortunately, the trailer 
was destroyed during the 
1985 fl ood.

She was a member of 
the CEOs.  She is also 

a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church.  Before 
her health failing, Darlene 
loved to help with the din-
ners at church.

When asked what her 
favorite things to do were, 
Darlene reported that she 
loved to work on the farm 
growing up.  She also en-
joyed cooking, baking, 
and cleaning.  Her favor-
ite thing to bake was Cin-
namon Strudel Cake.  Her 
daughter, Brenda stated 
that Darlene was also well 
known for her chocolate 
whoopie pies and her Cin-
derella Salad.

She also loves animals, 
especially her pet dogs.  
She misses having them 
around.

Darlene’s physical 
health declined to the point 
that she could no longer 
stay in the home, and she 
then became part of our 
GRCC’s family.  Darlene 
sometimes comes and 
plays bingo, and she loved 
the recent lawn party that 
we had.  

Mostly, Darlene loves 
to sit and visit with family, 
and friends, and talk.  Con-
gratulations Darlene on 
being GRCC’s Resident of 
the Week!

Darlene Secrist is Resident of the Week at 
Grant Rehabilitation and Care Center

ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

September 19th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Empire Strikes 14.5 – 5.5, 
Split Happens 14 – 6, 
WELD 11 – 9, Termina-
tors 10.5 – 9.5, Country 
Cars & Trucks 10 – 10, 
Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 10 
– 10, Lucky Strikes 9 – 11, 
NKOTB 9 – 11, Outlaws 
9 – 11.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Richie Bur-
gess 259, Troy McGreevy 
257, Cohan Kesner 235, 
Terry Wratchford 234.  
(HANDICAP): Jeff Con-
stable and Troy McGreevy 
280, Richie Burgess 276, 
Trey Wratchford 270.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Troy Mc-
Greevy 697, Richie Bur-
gess and Cohan Kesner 
677, Michael Hedrick 605.  
(HANDICAP): Troy Mc-
Greevy 766, Floyd Shep-
ard 749, Jeff Constable and 
Richie Burgess 728.

HIGH AVERAGE 
(MEN): Richie Burgess 
214, Troy McGreevy 
210.20, Larry Walp 208.20, 
Terry Wratchford 197.27.

HIGH GAME WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Dee 
Anna McDonald 212, To-
nya Keplinger 180, Flecia 
Brockway 170, Rachel  
Stark and Emily Stark 
169. (HANDICAP): Ton-
ya Keplinger 267, Flecia 
Brockway 260, Dee Anna 
McDonald 256, Suzie  
Berg 249.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Dee 
Anna McDonald 577, To-
nya Keplinger 471, Rachel 
Stark 469, Sarah Earle 

460. (HANDICAP): Tonya 
Keplinger 732, Kathy Mc-
Nemar 723, Flecia Brock-
way 718, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 709.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 183.33, Carissa Michael 
175.67, Emily Stark 158.07, 
Sarah Earle  155.10.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

September 21st
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Builders Center 16.5 – 3.5, 
American Classic 14 – 6, 
Golden Lanes 13.5 – 6.5, 
Strikeforce 9 – 11, Peters-
burg Oil Company 9 – 11, 
Country Cars & Trucks 
9 – 11, Vetter’s Mini Mart 
8 – 12.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Eddie Baldwin 
277, Larry Walp 268, 
Cohan Kesner 255, Ter-
ry Wratchford 247, Chris 
Kesner 246. (HANDI-
CAP): Eddie Baldwin 317, 
Chris Kesner 291, Randy 
Thorne 289, Larry Walp 
285, Walter Barnes 271.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Terry Wratchford 
718, Cohan Kesner 665, 
Kyle Davy 661, Larry Walp 
649, Jacob Wratchford 
637. (HANDICAP): Ter-
ry Wratchford 763, Eddie 
Baldwin 749, Chris Kesner 
746, Randy Thorne 736, 
Charles Keplinger 725.

H I G H  AV E R A G E : 
Zachary Arbaugh 229.33, 
Kyle Davy 223, Cohan 
Kesner 219.07, Terry 
Wratchford 218.80, Larry 
Walp and Jacob Wratch-
ford 212.33.

SBV WOMEN
September 25th

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Brenda Sweitzer 
209, Emily Stark 199, 
Kathy McNemar 172. 
(HANDICAP): Brenda 
Sweitzer 261, Kathy Mc-
Nemar 242, Mernie Kim-
ble 224.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Emily Stark 544, 
Dee Anna McDonald 471, 
Brenda Sweitzer 464. 
(HANDICAP): Kathy Mc-
Nemar 660, Brenda Sweitzer 
620, Emily Stark 613.

Valley View

SENIOR GOLF - 9/27
Team #1 - Steve Ryan, 

John Swick, Mike Mc-
Dowell, C.W. Everton; -11, 
4-hole card off

Team #2 - Bobby Par-
sons, Ben Fout, Larry Eye, 
Vernon Webster; -11.

Team #3 - Jim Burton, 
Gary Koontz, Gary White, 
Tom Kelly; -10.

Pin winners: #3 Bobby 
Parsons, #6 Bobby Par-
sons, #13 Jim Tompkins, 
#15 Vernon Webster, #17 
Joe Fisher.
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