
According to an announce-
ment made by the Seneca Rocks 
Regional Development Authori-
ty (SRRDA), Grant County will 
soon be welcoming a new busi-
ness to the Petersburg area. 

Continent 8 LLC, the glob-
al infrastructure, connectivity 
and security provider with data 
centers across 100 locations and 
four continents, announced ear-
lier this week that they would 
be ramping up activity in West 
Virginia via a partnership with 
the SRRDA to utilize its Grant 
County Data Center. 

Housed within the Grant 
County Business and Technol-
ogy Park and operated by the 
SRRDA, the data center is a 
ready-to-occupy 10,200 sq. ft. 
facility, designed for co-loca-
tion, hosting and disaster recov-
ery services. 

“Complementing its vast 
footprint of data centers across 
the globe, Continent 8 will be 
signifi cantly investing in the site 
to enable customers, existing 
and new, to access the world-
class hosting, connectivity, and 
cybersecurity solutions they are 
known for,” the SRRDA said in 

a press release. 
Continent 8 has already em-

barked on a recruitment drive 
locally, as it begins its develop-
ment phase, with its fi rst set of 
customers expected to go live in 
the coming months. 

“We are thrilled to have 
reached an agreement with the 
Seneca Rocks Regional Devel-
opment Authority and will soon 
be able to deliver our world-
class data center solutions from 
the West Virginia site,” said Mi-
chael Tobin, CEO and Founder, 
at Continent 8. “We have 25 
years of experience deliver-

ing innovative infrastructure 
solutions to online businesses 
worldwide, and while we have 
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Proudly Serving Grant County for 128 Years

The Grant County Health 
Department now has the fol-
lowing immunizations. Call 
304-257-4922 for an appoint-
ment. 

Global company announces new 
location at Grant County data center

Board of 
education 
seat open 
following
resignation

See School, page 7A

Grant Rehabilitation 
open for visitors

Grant Rehabilitation and 
Care Center visitation restric-
tion resulting from COVID-19, 
infl uenza, and RSV were lifted 
Friday and they are open for 
visitors.

If you are sick or have any 
symptoms of these viruses, 
please do not visit until you 
are symptom free and off your 
quarantine.

Commission receives update 
on ambulance service

Following the resignation 
of board member Pandora 
Barr, the Grant County Board 
of Education will potentially 
seek to appoint a temporary 
board member to hold the seat 
until the election. 

Barr’s resignation came 
during the regularly scheduled 
Jan. 23 meeting, when she ex-
plained that the decision had 
been tough for her to make but 
that she had decided to seek 
election as Grant County Cir-
cuit Clerk. 

“I’ve really struggled with 
this,” Barr said during the 
meeting. “We have worked 
so hard to move forward and 
make this board what it is. I 
will miss it. I appreciate the 
faith that has been put in me, 
the voters who put me here and 
everyone here who has worked 
with me. I wish the very, very 
best for the school, this board, 
faculty, students, parents - ev-
eryone. But I am hoping to 
take another route.”

Superintendent Mitch Web-
ster praised Barr’s work for 
the school system, saying she 
had been an exemplary board 
member. 

“This deeply saddens me,” 
said superintendent Mitch 
Webster. “Pandy epitomiz-
es everything a school board 
member should be but I under-
stand completely and wish her 
the absolute best of luck in the 
future. We will be calling her 
for advice, maybe daily, or at 
least time to time.”

As the Jan. 23 meeting 
marked Barr’s last, the board 
discussed potentially appoint-
ing a new member to serve in 
the seat until a new candidate 
is elected into offi ce during the 
May 2024 primary election. 

See SRRDA, page 7A

The Grant County commis-
sion received an update last 
week from the Grant County 
Ambulance Service, including 
information on their current call 
volume, revenue and number of 
employees. 

According to director Bob-
by Funk, Grant County Ambu-
lance ran 2,245 calls in 2023. Of 
these, 1,940 were run from Pe-
tersburg and 305 were run from 
Mount Storm. Funk said that the 
department currently has 51 em-
ployees, including 12 full-time 
employees. 

Funk said that despite some 
employees being out currently, 
the department has been able to 
handle the current call volume.

“We have had one call that 
had to be sent to West Hardy,” 
said Funk. “It was early in the 
morning and we were already 
out on other calls. It happened 
here in town, but we had a 
bunch of wrecks back-to-back 

and we just didn’t have the peo-
ple available.”

Funk said that the issue was 
largely due to the inclement 
weather, saying that he was 
grateful for the mutual aid the 
service has with other nearby 
ambulance services.  

“We had a wreck way out in 
Maysville, a wreck somewhere 
else - it was two or three wrecks 
at the same time,” Funk said. 
“But that is why you have mutu-
al aid. That is why whenever we 
can help someone else I always 
like to help, it goes both ways.”

Funk also clarifi ed that, due 
to the recent rash of bad weath-
er, the service had been keeping 
a crew available in the Mount 
Storm area full time when nec-
essary. 

Assistant director Jeremy 
Hottinger provided the commis-
sioners with a fi nancial update, 
saying that there was currently 
$821,879 remaining in the ser-

vice’s budget, with $49,352 be-
ing brought in as revenue since 
their previous appearance in De-
cember.  

Hottinger also provided an 
update to the commissioners on 
the Ambulance Service’s call 
volume. According to Hotting-
er, from Dec. 26 to Jan. 23, the 
department responded to 181 
calls. Of these, Petersburg ran 
149 while Mount Storm ran 32, 
with the county averaging 6.7 
calls a day. From July 1 to Dec. 
31, the service received 1,261 
calls (1,044 from Petersburg and 
217 from Mount Storm), which 
average approximately seven 
emergency calls a day. 

Hottinger also requested that 
a sign be installed in front of the 
Grant County Ambulance build-
ing due to confusion among visi-
tors about the service’s location. 

See Ambulance, page 7A

Candidates 
announced 
for the May 
2024 
primary 
election 

While multiple county po-
sitions will be appearing on 
the upcoming May 2024 pri-
mary ballot, according to the 
fi nal report of candidates who 
have fi led, many incumbents 
will be running unopposed. 

The primary, which will be 
held in Grant County on May 
14, will include multiple coun-
ty seats, including for county 
commissioner, sheriff, pros-
ecuting attorney and several 
board of education seats. 

Perhaps the most competi-
tive positions on the ballot will 
be for the Grant County Board 
of Education, which currently 
has three open seats and a total 
of fi ve candidates. 

Unlike most of the other 
elected offi ces, the board of 
education is a non-partisan 
group, meaning they do not 
run under a party label, such 
as Republican or Democrat. 
Instead, these positions are 
selected based solely on dis-

See Election, page 7A

Talk upcoming 
levy call

FROSTY - Union Educational Complex (UEC) student Megyn 
Stahl won fi rst place in the school’s Snowman Challenge, which 
encouraged students home during the snowy weather to create a 
snowman and send a photo to the school’s Facebook page. 

Firefi ghter class to 
be held in Keyser

Interested in become a fi re-
fi ghter in Grant County or the 
surrounding area? 

The West Virginia Public 
Service training course for 
Firefi ghter 1 is being offered 
at the Keyser Volunteer Fire 
Company.

The course will begin Feb. 
10, at 9 a.m. and meet Satur-
days and Sundays from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Preregistration is required 
online at www.wvpst.org and 
fees associated with the course 
may be found there.

Great Backyard 
Bird Count hike

The Great Backyard Bird 
Count guided hike is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 17, 8 - 10 a.m  
at the Canaan Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Join them for a citizen sci-
ence effort to monitor birds on 
the Freeland Boardwalk. They 
have fi noculars to spare.

The Freeland Boardwalk 
is a 1/2 mile ADA-accessible 
boardwalk trail. Please dress 
appropriately for the weather. 



By Camille Howard
It’s interesting to live in 

a four-seasons area, espe-
cially when you get at least 
two if not three of them in 
the month of January: win-
ter of course, spring when 
it starts heading up into the 
50-60 degree range and 
then 70 degrees or more 
when people start breaking 
out their shorts and T-shirts. 

I don’t know if the rainy 
season counts as one here, 
but if last week was any 
indication, it could come in 
as the fourth season.

If you were around for 
any of the fl ooding we’ve 
had in the past, you proba-
bly have been watching the 
river and streams to check 
how full they are. There’s 
always that little worry in 
the back of your mind that 
the river may overfl ow its 
banks again.

I was surprised the snow 
stayed around for more 
than a day or two. This is 
all down here in the valley. 
The mountaintop is a com-
pletely different story. 

In my family, there are 
a lot of January birthdays, 
and this year marked the 
95th birthday of my Aunt 
Polly, my Mom’s older 

sister. She 
doesn’t trav-
el much any-
more so my 
cousin Danny 
set up a Zoom 
birthday call 
for any fami-
ly to log into 
and wish her 
a happy birth-
day.

There were several on-
line including her son,  
daughter, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews and 
sisters. I didn’t stay on for 
the whole hour so I’m not 
sure who else showed up. 
As it was, she had visitors 
from Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
West Virginia, California 
and even Germany. She has 
the same birthday as my 
brother Curt, so they sang 
happy birthday to each oth-
er.

She received cards and 
fl owers and when asked if 
she had a party, she said 
“Oh yes, I’ve been party-
ing all my life!” She made 
sure we all knew her new 
address so we could plan a 
visit. It was a nice way to 
celebrate with her. I hope I 
make it to my 95th birthday 

with as much 
spunk!

Along with 
the aforemen-
tioned spring-
like weather, 
has been the 
infl ux of lady 
bugs and stink 
bugs. All it 
takes is one 

warm day and they are fl y-
ing around and buzzing the 
lights. I have to keep an 
eye on my coffee to make 
sure there are no divers and 
swimmers (or drowners). 
I usually keep a lid on my 
cup to avoid them. I acci-
dentally vacuumed up a 
live stink bug on Saturday 
and then the whole room 
smelled. At least it was 
warm enough to open a 

window. 
I’m not sure which is 

worse, cold overcast days 
that make you wish for 
summer or warm sunny 
days that make you feel 
better and bring out the 
bugs. 

On deck for spring? 
Carpenter bees, ants and 
fl ies.  If they’re the worst 
the “critter” department has 
to offer, I think I’ll survive. 
Wait … is this a cicada 
year?

••••••••
It’s nearing the Super 

Bowl and time to plan what 
to eat during the game. 
Craig and I have a friend 
from college who always 
posts recipes. These are 
some he shared. Thanks, 
Jerry!
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LOADED TACO 
STUFFED CHEESY 

POCKETS
1 packet taco seasoning
1 pound ground beef
½ cup salsa
8 ounces cream cheese, 

softened
2 tablespoons melted 

butter
1 cup cheddar cheese, 

shredded
12 6-inch tortillas

In a skillet over 
medium heat, cook 
the ground beef until 
browned. Drain any ex-
cess grease.

Add the taco season-
ing to the cooked ground 
beef, following the in-
structions on the packet 
(usually involves adding 
a bit of water). Simmer 
until the mixture thick-
ens.

Stir in the salsa with 
the beef mixture and 
cook for a few more 
minutes. Then, remove 

the skillet from heat and 
let it cool slightly.

In a separate bowl, 
mix the softened cream 
cheese with the shred-
ded cheddar cheese.

Lay out the tortillas 
on a fl at surface. Spread 
a portion of the cream 
cheese and cheddar mix-
ture onto half of each 
tortilla.

Spoon the taco-sea-
soned beef mixture over 
the cheese on each torti-
lla.

Fold the tortillas in 
half over the fi lling, 
pressing the edges to 
seal.

Brush both sides of 
the stuffed tortillas with 
melted butter.

Heat a skillet or grid-
dle over medium heat. 
Cook the stuffed torti-
llas for 2-3 minutes on 
each side, or until they 
are golden brown and 
the cheese has melted.

ANSWERS FROM PUZZLES ON PAGE 3B

Potomac Highlands 
Beekeepers Association 
will meet Thursday, Feb. 
8, at 7 p.m. upstairs at the 
Romney Fire Department, 
175 S. High Street, Rom-
ney. All meetings are open 
to the public and no prior 
experience in beekeeping 
is required.  If you are in-
terested in learning about 
beekeeping, are a beginner 
or an experienced beekeep-
er, this is a forum where 
you will be able to learn 
and exchange beekeeping 
information. The meeting 
will be canceled if Hamp-
shire County government 
offi ces are closed to due to 
inclement weather. 

Convention of States 
meets the third Wednesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. 
at the Petersburg Ameri-

can Legion. Come join the 
group that will save our 
country. https://convention 
ofstates.com. 

Grant County Adult 
Education enrolls stu-
dents for their High 
School Equivalency and 
does TABE testing for the 
DHHR every Friday from 
8:30 am-12 noon. Call 304-
257-1277 to schedule or re-
quest information. 

Grant County Board 
of Education meets the 
second and fourth Tuesdays 
of every month at 5:30 p.m. 
at the board offi ce on Jeffer-
son Avenue.

Grant County Com-
mission meets every month 
on the second Tuesday at 9 
a.m. and the  fourth Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. in the low-

er level conference room. 
For the agenda check grant-
countywv.org

Grant County Histori-
cal Society board of direc-
tors meetings will be posted 
on the Society’s Facebook 
page. Members are wel-
come to attend. 

Grant Memorial Hos-
pital board meetings are 
held the fourth Monday at 
7 p.m in the administrative 
conference room at Grant 
Memorial Hospital.

New Beginnings Com-
munity Outreach, Thurs-
day, 6-9 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church. 

Patterson Creek Ruri-
tan Club meets the second 
Thursday of each month, 6 
p.m. at Forman Community 
Center in Lahmansville.

Potomac Highlands 
Cancer Support Group 
for cancer patients and 
caregivers, meets the fi rst 
Monday of every month, 5 
p.m. at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, 1 Veach St., Peters-
burg. Refreshments.

Petersburg City Cou-
ncil meets the fi rst Monday 
of the month at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall on Mt. View St.

T.O.P.S. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) meets 
at 6 p.m. every Tuesday 
at Living Hope Baptist 
Church, South Main Street 
in Petersburg. Call Wendy 
DeiCas at 304-257-2349. 
for more information.

To post meetings call 304-
257-1844 or email news@
grantcountypress.com

Community Meetings & Events

EASY
SAUSAGE BALLS

1 pound sharp cheddar 
cheese shredded

1 pound ground pork 
sausage

2 cups biscuit baking 
mix (Bisquick)

1 tablespoon freeze 
dried chives 
(optional)

1/4 cup milk (if needed)
Preheat oven to 350°F
In a large bowl (or 

in your standing mix-
er bowl), combine the 
ground sausage, biscuit 

baking mix and shred-
ded cheese and chives.

Form into 24 golf ball 
sized balls and place on 
baking sheets.

Bake in the preheat-
ed oven for 20 to 25 min-
utes, until golden brown 
and sausage is cooked 
through entirely.

Remove and serve 
hot. Note: If sausage 
isn’t that greasy, you 
also might have to add 
in milk.

Petersburg Church Women United 
announced Lenten lunch schedule

Each year CWU holds 
Lenten luncheons for the 
community.

The proceeds from these 
lunches go to aid charities 
within the area. Last year’s 
recipients were Energy Ex-
press, Grant County Baby 
Bank, Joy House crisis 
center and Living Waters 
Food Pantry.

As always, Lenten 

lunches are on Wednes-
days. This year’s dates are 
Feb. 14, Feb. 28, March 13 
and March 27 and are again 
at Petersburg Presbyterian 
Church at noon.

Cost is $5 per meal and 
carryout/delivery is avail-
able. Also, soup is $10 per 
quart and $5 per pint.

Call 703-895-0580 for 
orders.

CORN NUGGETS
1 can (11 ounces) 

creamed corn
1 can (11 ounces) whole 

kernel corn, drained
1/2 cup yellow cornmeal
Salt and pepper to taste
Oil for frying

In a mixing bowl, 
combine the creamed 
corn and drained whole 
kernel corn.

Gradually add the 
yellow cornmeal, stir-
ring until well com-
bined.

Season the mixture 

with salt and pepper to 
taste. Mix thoroughly.

Heat oil in a deep fry-
er or a large, deep skillet 
to 350°F.

Using a spoon or your 
hands, shape small por-
tions of the corn mixture 
into nuggets or small 
patties.

Carefully place the 
shaped corn nuggets 
into the hot oil. Fry until 
they are golden brown 
and crispy on the out-
side.
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County science fair winners from MES, UEC

Plant Science: First place, Aubrey Kessel, MES

Microbiology: Second place, Albert Taylor, UEC

Medical: Third place, Addie Pugh and Ana Reynolds

Medical: Second place, Simon Carr, UEC

Microbiology: Second place, Megyn Stahl, Chanda 
Gaither and Candace Slaughbaugh, UEC

Animal Science: First place, Ella Riggleman and 
Adilyn Law, MES

Chemistry: First place, Audrey Hall, MES

Pendleton Senior 
& Family Services 
is HIRING!

SIGN-ON BONUS!

We are looking for Direct 
Care Workers.
Please call 304.358.2421, check 
out our Facebook page or visit 
our website psfsi.org for more 
information!

Math Science: First place, Maggie Evans, MES

Medical Science: First place, Ally Hagerty, MES

Chemistry: First place Seneca Boddy and 
Remington Rohrbaugh, MES

More science fair photos on Page 4B

Union Educational 
Complex hosted the county 
science fair Jan. 18. Stu-
dents from UEC, Maysville 
Elementary and Petersburg 
High School entered proj-
ects, and fi rst, second and 
third place winners will 
move on to the regional fair 
on Feb. 2.

Also placing, but not 
pictured  are MES students: 
Christian Herron, second 
place, Medical Science; 
Abigail Shirk, honorable 
mention, Medical Science; 
and William Cook and Ben 
Dailey, honorable mention, 
social science.



Page 4A
January 30, 2024

PAGE OF OPINION
AND STATE NEWS

COP28: 
Climate ideology’s 
damage to the world

By West Virginia State Senator 
Rupie Phillips, R-Logan

The 2023 United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP28) in Dubai ended with a historic commitment 
among almost 200 countries to move away from fossil 
fuels – the very fi rst international commitment to do so. 

In the middle of COP28, the attendees were surprised 
by an extreme pronouncement from the UN Secre-
tary-General António Guterres. Opening the second day 
of the conference, Guterres demanded that the world com-
pletely eliminate the use of fossil fuels: “Not reduce,” he 
said. “Not abate. Phase out.” 

This extreme rhetoric is 
patently improbable, unre-
alistic, and short-sighted. 
We’ve seen this before. 
Back in 2015 at COP21, 
for example, world lead-
ers negotiated the Paris 
Climate Agreement and 
celebrated it as a historic 
agreement that would save 
our planet. As it turns out, 
the agreement was fi lled 
with unrealistic bench-
marks and only effective if 

every signatory followed the rules, which unsurprisingly 
did not happen.  

The biggest blindspot to this fl awed thinking concerns 
the U.S.’s geopolitical competition with China. The Chi-
nese Communist Party, instead of working to reduce its 
emissions, is ramping up its carbon footprint. China emits 
30% of all total greenhouse gas emissions, more than the 
U.S., the EU, and India combined. CCP leader Xi Jinping 
has explicitly stated that he will not follow through with 
the emissions reductions China promised in 2015. 

China knows what many world leaders would like to 
deny: fossil fuels remain the most reliable form of energy 
globally. And the Western world’s transition to unreliable 
forms of energy such as wind and solar leaves us vulnera-
ble to our coal-burning adversaries, such as China, Russia, 
and Iran during a time of international upheaval.   

Indeed, while the United States moves quickly to phase 
out coal without a reliable replacement, China, Russia, and 
Iran will continue to use their vast coal reserves to bolster 
their economic and military power. Our unreliable energy 
portfolio will not only lead to energy crises at home but 
weaken the United States on the world stage and embold-
en our adversaries. 

House committee advances bill requiring internet 
providers to issue bill-credit for service outages

By Autumn Shelton, 
West Virginia 

Press Association
A bill that would require 

internet and telecommuni-
cations providers to issue 
credit to their customers 
for lack of service is once 
again advancing through 
the West Virginia Legisla-
ture. 

Last Tuesday, the House 
Committee on Technolo-
gy and Infrastructure ad-
vanced HB 4807, which 
would require internet and 
telecommunications pro-
viders to automatically 
credit a customer’s account 
if that customer is without 
service for fi ve or more 
days (120) hours. 

A similar bill was 
brought before the legisla-
ture last year, but was not 
passed. 

According to the bill, 
the credit must be “pro-
portional to the number of 
days of disrupted service.” 

The bill goes on to state 
that, “The Legislature rec-
ognizes that service fail-
ures occur beyond the con-
trol and of no fault of the 
[provider], but an inherent 
unfairness exists in the re-
lationship between Inter-
net or telecommunications 
providers and their custom-
ers that allows the [provid-

er] to require the customer 
to pay for considerable pe-
riods of non service.”

Further, the bill states, 
providers have “dispropor-
tionate control of consumer 
provider agreements, and 
the contracts offered con-
sumers are essentially ‘take 
it or leave it’ propositions,” 
which leaves consumers 
with the option to accept 
the service agreement or 
not get service. 

Under this bill, provid-
ers would have 24 hours 
to credit their customer’s 
account, “provided the in-
terruption is not caused by 
the subscriber.” 

Before moving the bill 
to the House Committee on 
the Judiciary, the commit-
tee approved one amend-
ment that allows the state’s 
attorney general to negoti-
ate a resolution with a pro-
vider before pursuing the 
matter in court. 

Also during the meeting, 
the committee advanced 
three additional bills, all of 

which had similar bills in-
troduced last year. 

The fi rst bill advanced 
was HB 4697, which pro-
vides protections for cer-
tain West Virginia residents 
from non-renewal of driv-
er’s licenses and registra-
tion, and establishes the 
West Virginia Residential 
Renewal Protection Act. 

West Virginia residents 
who are either active-duty 
military deployed out of 

state or students who are 
enrolled in an out of state 
college, university or trade 
school would be classifi ed 
as “full time” state resi-
dents and may “maintain 
[their] license and regis-
tration in West Virginia, as 
well as his or her address 
of record,” the bill states, 
adding that those who must 
“maintain an address of 
record in other states for a 
period of six months,” or 
longer, would be protected 
from “having to obtain in-
surance, as well as a motor 
vehicle license and driver’s 

license at every expect-
ed stop that lasts over six 
months.” 

Following the commit-
tee’s passage, HB 4697 will 
now be heard before the 
full House of Delegates. 

The next bill advanced 
was HB 4703, which “low-
ers the percentage of a ser-
vice-connected disability 
required for exemption” 
of vehicle registration 
fees from 100 percent to 
50 percent or greater.” It 
also adds certain Military 
Awards for Valor recipients 
to the list of those who may 
receive registration fee ex-
emptions. 

Should the bill pass, 
the state’s annual revenue 
reduction would amount 
to $625,250, according to 
a fi scal note provided by 
the WV Division of Motor 
Vehicles. The bill is now 
headed to the House Com-
mittee on Finance. 

Lastly, the committee 
advanced HB 4722, the 
“West Virginia Road and 
Highways Infrastructure 
Improvements and Coal 
Production and Processing 
Facilities Tax Credit Act,” 
which is designed to in-
crease economic opportu-
nity in the state, according 
to language in the bill. 

Lawmakers reject DNA collection bill that 
could crack cold cases

By Henry Culvyhouse
Mountain State Spotlight 

West Virginia is no 
stranger to wrongful con-
victions. Yet lawmakers 
voted down a bill Thursday 
that could’ve been used to 
crack cold cases and exon-
erate the wrongfully con-
victed.

HB 4627 would’ve al-
lowed police to collect 

DNA from suspects ar-
rested for certain felony 
offenses. The DNA would 
be kept by State Police 
and data sent to a federal 
system that allows jurisdic-
tions to upload and com-
pare their data. 

In the event of a match, 
the appropriate jurisdic-
tions are notifi ed and can 
then compare samples to 

determine if it’s an exact 
match. Right now, all 50 
states collect DNA from 
convicted felons, but only 
30 states take DNA upon 
arrest. 

Currently, police in West 
Virginia can only collect 
DNA from a suspect with a 
search warrant signed by a 
judge. 

DNA has been used to 
both solve cold cases and 
exonerate the innocent, 
most notably, Glenn Wood-
all, who was falsely arrest-
ed and convicted of being 
the Huntington Mall Rap-
ist in the late 1980s. His 
conviction was overturned 
through DNA testing that 
led to authorities fi nding 
out Fred Zain, a state police 
lab chemist, had lied about 
his qualifi cations and fabri-
cated evidence in dozens of 
cases. 

More recently, DNA 
helped identify a Putnam 
County man as the perpe-
trator in the murder of a 
Canadian teenager in 1975. 

When the bill reached 
a vote on the House fl oor 
Thursday, lawmakers de-
bated for over an hour 
whether the measure would 
help victims get justice or 
over-extend the reach of 
the government in peoples’ 
lives. 

Del. Jonathan Pinson, 

R-Mason, a pastor and for-
mer state trooper, asked the 
delegates to think about the 
victims, saying that taking 
DNA was no less an in-
vasion than taking fi nger-
prints.   He said a member 
of his congregation was 
murdered and the investi-
gation stymied by the lack 
of DNA evidence. 

“I look a father and 
mother in the eyes every 
Sunday and Wednesday 
and I know the murder of 
their daughter hasn’t been 
solved since 2007,” he 
said. “It hasn’t been solved 
because they ain’t got the 
DNA.”

In 2013,  the US Su-
preme Court ruled 5-4 that 
the practice was legal. Del. 
Shawn Fluharty, D-Ohio 
and a lawyer, was quick to 
mention a dissent by the 
late Justice Antonin Scalia 
that said it was tantamount 
to searching a home with-
out a warrant. 

“This is dangerous ter-
ritory,” he said, referring 
to some examples from 
the dissent. “Why stop at 
arrests? Why not take the 
DNA when you enroll in 
school? Get a driver’s li-
cense? When you’re born? 
Or when you run for the 
House of Delegates?” 

Climate, ccontinued on Page 5A

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
... providers have, “disproportionate control 
of consumer provider agreements, and the 

contracts offered consumers are essentially 
‘take in or leave it’ propsitions,” which leaves 

consumers with the option to accept the 
service agreement or not get service.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Shared editorial 
West Virginia Is Building 
Workforce of the Future

Dear Editor,
It’s not something we 

think about every day, but 
unwanted sexual contact 
(also called sexual abuse) 
by a spouse, which is often 
violent, is not a criminal of-
fense in West Virginia.

Sexually abusive behav-
ior involving non-spouses 
or strangers is defi nitely a 
crime. 

While spousal sexual 
abuse is a crime in the great 
majority of states, our law 
allows a spouse to escape 
prosecution for that sexual 
crime. 

Why should a marriage 
license give a spouse a 
free pass from prosecution 
for non-consensual sexu-
al abuse? It’s wrong, but 
that’s our law.

Injuries to a spouse 
from sexual abuse hurt just 
as much as injuries to a 

stranger.
Sexual abuse is a crime 

of violence and power. It 
is caused by the decision 
to control someone in the 
most personal way. It is not 
caused by sexual desire.

Our 2024 legislature 
will have an opportunity 
to correct this on behalf of 
spouses, but only if they 
hear from us and appreciate 
that it is an important issue 
to correct.

More information about 
this is available at https://
www.rdvic.org/sexual-vio-
lence.

How horrifying and 
shameful that this sexual 
crime will not be prosecut-
ed in West Virginia if the 
victim just happens to be 
the abuser’s spouse.

Deb Miller, 
Reedsville, W.Va. 
Preston County

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DNA
Continued on Page 5A

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
China emits 30% of all 
total greenhouse gas 
emissions, more than 
the U.S., the EU, and 
India combined.  ... 
China knows what 
many world leaders 
would like to deny: 
fossil fuels remain the 
most reliable form of 
energy globally.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Though politicians are still fond of diminishing West 
Virginia as only a fossil fuels state, the reality points to an 
even brighter future. According to West Virginia Affi liated 
Construction Trades Director Justin Williams, apprentice-
ship programs are growing here.

And yes, some of those workers are in coal mines, but 
others work in a variety of trades that will literally build 
our state’s next chapters.

“There are 2,500 apprentices in West Virginia, and we 
represent about 24,000 construction workers,” Williams 
told WV MetroNews.” “It’s not a huge number but it’s 
people that get up and go to work every day, and they 
make a big impact on their communities and state.”

For those hoping to work in the budding aviation, aero-
space and even electric vehicle manufacturing industries 
in our state, apprenticeship programs can put them in a 
position to make starting wages of $20 to $23 per hour. 
“With the investments we’re seeing … these are 20, 30, 
40-year-old or more careers that people coming out of 
high school now can have,” Williams said. “They’ll have 
a living wage, benefi ts, and a pension.”

Sounds a little bit like the career prospects our grand-
parents knew in this region, doesn’t it?

Apprenticeships are classroom and on-the-job train-
ing that allow employers to tailor the training to build the 
workforce they need. Williams touted apprenticeships’ 
ability to produce electricians, plumbers, pipe fi tters, iron 
workers, truck drivers and more.

In a state full of people who can do it all, there is room 
for those who are ready and willing to get to work. Ap-
prenticeship programs offer an option that will let workers 
make a difference for themselves –and our state.

The Intelligencer, Wheeling



February 3, 1954
Mrs. Urilla (Ritzell) 

Merryman passed away 
Feb. 2, 1954, at the home of 
her daughter Mrs. Wessie 
Lehman, with whom she 
resided. She was born Nov. 
1, 1856 and celebrated her 
97th birthday Nov. 1, 1953, 
and was Grant County’s 
oldest citizen.

Veach-Townsend Clin-
ic births included: Mr. and 
Mrs. Virgil Hyre of Pe-
tersburg, a daughter; Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Sullivan 
of Petersburg, a son; Mr. 
and Mrs. Brook Hedrick 
of Landes, a son; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Nelson Jr. of 
Petersburg, a son; Mr. and 
Mrs. Luther Pratt of Old 
Fields, a son; Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Heavener of Cab-
ins, a daughter; Mr. and 
Mrs. Guy Dolly of Forman, 
a son; and Mr. and Mrs. Ja-
cob Kisamore of Medley, a 
daughter.

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Kesner announced the birth 
of a son, at Rockingham 
Memorial Hospital, Harri-
sonburg.

Pfc. Curtis L. Crites of 
Kline was serving with the 
24th Signal Division in Ko-
rea.

January 29, 1964
Operation was begun by 

David Bergdoll and Jettie 
Simmons of a general ma-
chine shop in conjunction 
with Simmons Parts and 
Service on Grant Street.

A review of communi-
cable diseases reported to 
the Grant County Health 
Department for the decade 
between 1953 and 1963 
revealed some informative 
data. The totals for the 10 
year period ranged from 
a low of one case each of 
bruccellosis and tularemia 
to a high of 5,506 cases 
of fl u. In second and third 
highest rankings were: 904 
cases of measles and 775 
cases of strep.

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar 
Nelson Jr. of Morgantown 
announced the birth of a 
daughter, Lisa Ann, Jan. 
19, at University Hospital.

Births at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Thorne 
of Rough Run, a daughter, 
Jan. 22; Mr. and Mrs. Con-
nie Alexander of Mozer, a 
son, Jan. 23; Mr. and Mrs. 
Walton Shrader of Franklin, 
a son, Jan. 24; Mr. and Mrs. 
Harman Self of Franklin, a 
son, Jan. 24; Mr. and Mrs. 
Curtis Porter of Petersburg, 
a daughter, Jan. 25; Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles D. Henderson 
of Harman, a son, Jan. 25; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Roland 
Barr of Petersburg, a son, 
Jan. 26.

January 30, 1974
Allegheny Properties 

announced that Timberline, 
its new conservancy and 
recreational development 
near the Canaan Valley 
State Park was to open the 
week of Feb. 7-10, Alpine 
Festival time in Tucker 
County.

Petersburg High Sch-

ool’s high-riding Vikings 
put their unbeaten record 
of 12-0 on the line in what 
was considered by many 
to be the “game of the sea-
son.” The opponent was the 
torrid Moorefi eld Yellow 
Jackets.

The city council granted 
a 30 day temporary operat-
ing authority to Oates Ca-
ble TV.

Mr. and Mrs. John Kim-
ble announced the birth of a 
son, at Memorial  Hospital, 
Cumberland.

Union High School 
homecoming queen was 
Kathy Caylor.

Births at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital included: Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Smith 
of Moorefi eld, a son, Jan. 
22; Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Ford Jr. of Moorefi eld, a 
daughter, Jan. 23; Mr. and 
Mrs. Gary Evans of Rig, a 
daughter, Jan. 25; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lysle Heavener, a 
daughter, Jan. 26; and Mr. 
and  Mrs. Dale Reel of Rig, 
a daughter, Jan. 26.

February 1, 1984
The Grant County Com-

mission announced it will 
wait a while longer before 
deciding whether or not to 
help the City of Petersburg 
locate a new municipal of-
fi ce.

A fi rst birthday par-
ty was given in honor of 
Brenna Marie Brennan, 
given by her parents, Mr. 
and  Mrs. Leonard Bren-
nan, Jan. 22.

Jacqueline Kitzmiller 
of Mount Storm took part 
in the 37th annual nurses 
capping ceremony at Al-
derson-Broaddus College.

The PHS Vikings im-
proved their record to 8-2 
with a thrilling 58-55 vic-
tory over Hampshire and a 
74-41 rout of Union.

Fairfax Sand and 
Crushed Stone Co. Inc. of 
New Creek was a recipient 
of the National Limestone 
institute’s Special Safety 
Certifi cates as recognition 
for four years of operation 
at the company’s Cumber-
land, Rich Mountain and 
Scherr quarries without a 
disabling injury.
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House built by the Cunningham family around 1865 and later became part of the 
Ralph Snell property in South Petersburg. 

Potomac Valley Bank “Echos of the Past” 1977 calendar submitted by Tim Park.

Grant County 
BOE Vacancy

The Grant County Board of Education is 
soliciting letters of interest from 
qualified Grant County citizens (residing 
in either the Milroy or Union District) 
who would be interested in serving on 
the Board on a temporary basis. Board 
members will be appointing an 
individual to serve in the seat that was 
vacated on January 23, 2024.

The person appointed to fill the role will 
serve until June 30, 2024. Interested 
individuals should submit a letter of 
interest to the attention of Mitch 
Webster, Superintendent, Grant County 
Schools, 204 Jefferson Avenue, 
Petersburg, WV 26847 and mark on the 
envelope “GCBOE VACANCY”. Letters of 
interest must be received by noon on 
February 9, 2024.

Anyone interested in serving on the 
Board is reminded to review the 
qualifications of Board of Education 
members required by the West Virginia 
Code in Section 18-5-1a.

— TEMPORARY BOARD MEMBER —

DNA Continued from Page 4A

And at least one 
high-ranking delegate 
changed his mind. Del. 
David Kelly, R-Tyler, vice 
chair of the House Judi-
ciary Committee, had sup-
ported the legislation last 
week when it was in his 
committee. On Thursday, 
he said the points raised 
made him realize it was 
time to pump the brakes. 

“It’s not a bad idea and 
I like the concept, but what 
I heard today made me re-
alize we have to do what’s 
best for us and this state,” 
he said. 

But for some lawmak-
ers, the idea of the federal 
government having any 

access to the information 
— even though the physi-
cal samples would remain 
in West Virginia — was 
enough to give pause. 

Del. Geno Chiarelli, 
R-Monongalia, said he 
didn’t trust the FBI any-
more “in light of recent 
events.” 

As debate dragged on, a 
few motions were raised to 
postpone a vote or knock it 
off the agenda indefi nite-
ly – each time the House 
voted them down, with one 
resulting in a 48-48 tie. 

The fi nal vote was 30-
66, with 55 Republicans 
and all Democrats voting 
against the measure.

Ann Ali, Deputy Chief of 
Staff & Communications 

Director, for the week 
ending Jan. 26.

Members of the West 
Virginia House of Dele-
gates voted to complete 
two bills last week.

The fi rst, House Bill 
4274, was a utilitarian mea-
sure signed into law by the 
governor Jan. 26. It will up-
date the language through-
out state code to refl ect the 
newly divided Department 
of Health, Department of 
Human Services and De-
partment of Health Facili-

ties.
The second, Senate 

Bill 269, would expand a 
2022 law that decriminal-
ized testing strips for the 
drug fentanyl. All other 
testing strips used to iden-
tify controlled substances 
are still classifi ed as “drug 
paraphernalia,” subject to a 
misdemeanor charge. This 
bill, now with the Governor 
for action, would exempt 
any drug test strips from 
that defi nition.

Deputy Speaker Matt 
Rohrbach, R-Cabell, serves 
as Chairman of the Com-

mittee on Prevention and 
Treatment of Substance 
Abuse. He explained the 
bill just before the vote, 
saying it would permit all 
test strips for deadly drugs 
without the Legislature re-
visiting the issue each time 
a new drug is developed.

“As we’ve seen, as time 
has gone, unfortunately, 
we’ve got fentanyl, now 
we’ve got carfentanil, now 
we’ve got xylazine,” he 
said.

The bill came from the 
Joint Committee on Health 
studying the issue during 
the interim committee 
process. It passed the full 
House by unanimous vote.

The West Virginia Sen-
ate has already introduced 
House Bill 4595, which 
also passed the House by 
unanimous vote this week. 
The bill would update the 
authority already given to 
the Legislative Oversight 
Commission on Health 

and Human Resources Ac-
countability, which was 
created in 1995.

The measure would al-
low members of that com-
mittee to privately meet in 
executive session to confi -
dentially investigate child 
abuse, nursing home abuse, 
IDD waiver, adult protec-
tive service matter, child 
protective services and 
hospital abuse.

Delegate Mike Pushkin, 
D-Kanawha, who serves 
as Minority Chairman of 
the House Health and Hu-
man Resources Committee, 
spoke in favor of the bill 
before the vote, saying it 
was “incredibly unfortu-
nate that a bill like this is 
necessary.”

A total of 1,242 bills 
have been introduced in 
the House. The deadline 
for House bills to be intro-
duced is Feb. 13. The regu-
lar legislative session ends 
at midnight March 9.

Review of last week in the W.Va. House of Delegates

Perhaps climate ideology’s greatest sin, though, lies 
in its damage to developing countries. At COP28, leaders 
discussed how rich countries can fund developing coun-
tries’ transition to green energy. Instead of promoting eco-
nomic growth through reliable energy sources, developed 
nations at the UN plan to funnel cash to green energy pet 
projects, a strategy destined for misuse and failure. 

Even worse, the U.S. and EU will soon refuse to fund 
new fossil fuel projects in developing nations even as they 
themselves continue to use fossil fuels. The EU, for ex-
ample, relies heavily on natural gas infrastructure but will 
deny developing countries that same infrastructure in the 
name of “climate justice.” Pure hypocrisy. 

If the past is prologue, it seems like COP28 was less 
of an arena for common action and more of a stage for 
grandstanding and virtue-signaling. While climate change 
is complicated, extreme environmentalists see the solu-
tions as cut-and-dry. The consequences of their dogma 
reverberate globally. 

We must see through elitist rhetoric and discover sen-
sible, common sense solutions to rising global tempera-
tures. As economies around the world grow, the demand 
for reliable energy such as coal and oil will remain. Lead-
ers at COP28 must understand that reliable energy sources 
such as clean coal are here to stay in the 21st century. 

Extreme rhetoric and pandering will not save the cli-
mate, but pragmatic goals and solutions will. 

W.Va. Sen. Rupie Phillips, R-Logan from the 7th District, 
represents Logan, Boone, Lincoln, Mingo and Wayne Counties.

Climate  Continued from Page 4A

This policy has been in effect for over 15 years. 
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Local and area obituaries
PATSY R. PARKER

Patsy Rosetta (Borror) 
Parker, 73, of Petersburg, 
W.Va., passed away Satur-
day, Jan. 27, 2024, at Mon 
General Hospital, Morgan-
town, W.Va.

Born July 10, 1950, 
in Harrisonburg, Va., she 
was a daughter of the late 
Arthur William “Taft” Bor-
ror and Minnie Rosetta 
(George) Borror.  

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded in 
death by four sisters, Hil-
da Borror Kesner, Phyllis 
Borror Shook, Ruth Bor-
ror Keplinger and Wanda 
Borror Ellis; and six broth-
ers, Roland, Bruce, Dorris 
“Bunt”, Leo and infants 
Roger and James Borror.

Pat was a 1969 graduate 
of Petersburg High School 
and a graduate of Shenan-
doah University School 
of Nursing, Winchester, 
Va. She was a registered 
nurse at Winchester Medi-
cal Center for 15 years. In 
2005 Pat and her husband 
returned to Petersburg and 
she worked at Grant Coun-
ty Health Department for 
fi ve years.  Pat also worked 
for the Grant County Com-
mission on Aging and 
Family Services and vol-
unteered her services after 
retiring. She was a member 
of Bethel Church, Landes, 
W.Va.

She is survived by her 
loving husband of 47 years, 
W. R. “Rudy” Parker; one 
daughter, Patricia “Patti” 
Dean Wilson and husband, 
Danny of Woodstock, Va.; 
one son, Roland Douglas 

“R.D.” Parker of Stephens 
City, Va.; one granddaugh-
ter, Danielle Jewell and 
husband Jared of Stephens 
City; one sister, Shirley 
(Roger) Cook of Mays-
ville, W.Va.; one brother, 
Doug (Linda) Borror of 
Petersburg; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Pat’s family will receive 
friends on Wednesday from 
6-8 p.m. at the Schaeffer 
Funeral Home, Petersburg. 

Funeral services will be 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 11 a.m. 
in the chapel of Schaeffer 
Funeral Home with Pastor 
Brian Henson offi ciating.  

Per Pat’s wishes, her 
body will be cremated. 

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family suggests that memo-
rial contributions be made 
to the Grant County Com-
mission on Aging, 111 Vir-
ginia Avenue, Petersburg, 
WV 26847.

Condolences to the fam-
ily may be left at www.
schaefferfuneralhome.com

(1-30-24)

PAUL M. KIMBLE
Paul Marvin Kimble, 

85, of Rough Run, W.Va., 
passed away peacefully at 
his home on Tuesday, Jan. 
23, 2024, just two days shy 
of his 86th birthday.  

Born Jan. 25, 1938, in 
Upper Tract, W.Va., he was 
a son of the late Stanley Ce-
cil Kimble and Mary Alice 
“Molly” (Ratcliff) Kimble.  

In addition to his par-
ents, Paul was preceded in 
death by one son, Stanley 
Paul Kimble; one grand-
son, Zac Alston Paul Alt; 
three brothers, Kermit 
Mowery, Bruce Mowery 
and Doug Kimble; and two 
sisters, Doris Alt and twin 
sister, Pearl Mae Kimble.  
Paul was the last surviving 
member of his immediate 
family.

He is survived by his 
wife of 66 years, Mernie 
(Ours) Kimble; four daugh-
ters, Linda (Craig) Helmick 
of Petersburg, W.Va., Deb-
orah (Dorsey) Evans of 
Petersburg, Mary (Ronnie) 
Alexander of Mozer, W.Va. 
and Janice “Peep” Alt (Re-
gina) of Petersburg; one 
son, Michael “Mike” Kim-
ble (Wanda) of Petersburg; 
10 grandchildren; 26 great- 
grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Paul was a United States 
Navy veteran and was a life 
member of the American 
Legion Post 78. He was a 
member of the Rough Run 
Church of the Brethren. 
Paul worked for General 
Motors in Baltimore, Md. 
for four years. He was 
the owner of Paul Kimble 

Trucking for 57 years. He 
received a 6 Million Mile 
Accident Free Award. 

He was an avid out-
doorsman who enjoyed 
hunting trips to Colorado 
with family and friends and 
going to hunting camp with 
Ronnie.

Funeral services were 
Friday morning at the 
Rough Run Church of the 
Brethren with Pastor Ray 
Church and Pastor Daryl 
Dunsmore offi ciating.

Interment was in the 
Ours Family Cemetery 
with military honors by 
Grant County Veterans 
Honor Guard and United 
States Navy Honor Guard. 

The family suggests that 
memorial contributions 
may be made to The Place, 
P.O. Box 772, Moorefi eld, 
WV 26836.

Arrangements were by 
Schaeffer Funeral Home, 
Petersburg. Condolences 
may be left for the family 
at www.schaefferfuneral-
home.com           (1-30-24)

Bell awarded fl ight wings by 
HealthNet Aeromedical Services

Cassie Lynn Bell, Pe-
tersburg High School grad-
uate of 2009 and current 
Certifi ed Flight Registered 
Nurse at HealthNet Aero-
medical Services, received 
her wings at this past year’s 
Team Member Service 
Awards on November 30, 
at Stonewall Resort. 

Team members receiv-
ing this award have over 
100 patient fl ights/trans-
ports. Before being cleared 
to serve aboard the aircraft, 
a clinician must have at 

least three years of hospital 
intensive care, emergency 
department or 911 fi eld ex-
perience and receive more 
than 450 hours of addition-
al training. 

Bell is the daugh-
ter of Gary Bell (Debbie 
Noonan) and Cindy Bell 
(Jerry Oates). 

Matt Handley, Vice President of Clinical Operations, Cassie Bell and Clinton Bur-
ley, President/CEO of HealthNet Aeromedical Services.

Eastern recognizes Grant County 
students for fall semester honors

Multiple Grant County 
residents achieved academ-
ic honors during the Fall 
2023 semester at Eastern 
West Virginia Community 
and Technical College. 

Earning president’s list 
honors, which requires 
completing 12 or more 
credit hours this spring 
with a 4.0 grade point av-
erage, was county resident 
Kyle Branham. 

Grant County dean’s list 
recipients, earned for com-
pleting nine or more cred-
it hours with at least a 3.5 
grade point average, were 
Aaron Ammons, Sandra 
Armentrout, Cassidy Aron-
halt, Kristi Carle, Talyssa 

Dodd, Aprille Engle, Jose-
lyn Evans, Barbara Fortner, 
Mickayla Grimm-Swick, 
Ethan Judy, Haley Judy, 
Jesslyn McCaslin, Kelly 
Phares, and Matthew Van-
Meter. 

Merit list honorees, 
based on completing six 
or more credit hours this 
spring with at least a 3.25 
grade point average, in-
cluded county residents 
Jacob Evans, Madelyn Ev-
ans, Casey Hylton, Tina 
Judy, Jonathan Kite, Grace 
Mallow, Charlotte Ock-
erman, Brooklyn Phares, 
Sydney Rumer, Ryen Sites, 
Albert Taylor II, and Logan 
Thorne. 

Eastern West Virginia 
Community and Technical 
College, based in Moore-
fi eld, serves six rural coun-
ties in West Virginia’s Po-
tomac Highlands

Local student on 
D&E dean’s list

Davis & Elkins College 
has released the dean’s list 
for the fall 2023 semester. 

The dean’s list includes 
all full-time students with a 
semester GPA of 3.6 to less 
than 4.0. 

Earning the distinction 
of the dean’s list is local 
student Kelsi Wilson-Hott 
of Petersburg.

The Dorcas 4H Club 
met Jan. 15,  at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Dorcas Community 
Center. 

Members considered 
future club activities such 
as snow tubing at Canaan 
Valley Resort.

Business was discussed 
including potential fund-
raising opportunities.

Members enjoyed a 
health and science minute 
followed by making val-
entine cards for the local 
nursing home residents

They closed the night 
with refreshments and 
gym time.  

Meeting notes provided 
by club reporter,

Daniel Moxon      

Dorcas 4-H 
Club report

Residents at Grant Re-
habilitation and Care Cen-
ter are going to make their 
own Valentine’s Day mail-
bags, which will be hang-
ing outside their rooms. 

GRCC is requesting the 
community to send in val-
entine cards for their resi-
dents. They have around 80 
residents, and they will be 
delivered to their mailbags, 
outside their rooms. 

Please bring your cards 
to the front offi ce at Grant 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center, and they will make 
sure each resident receives 
a Valentine’s Day card.

Send valentines 
to GRCC for 
their residents



By Lori Kersey
West Virginia Watch
Four prominent Repub-

licans and a Democratic 
mayor are among the eight 
people who have offi cially 
fi led in the race to be West 
Virginia’s next governor. 

The candidate fi ling pe-
riod for the 2024 primary 
election ended Saturday, 
Jan. 27. Candidates must 
have fi led in person or 
postmarked their certifi cate 
of announcement prior to 
midnight. 

Among the Republi-
cans who have fi led to re-
place Gov. Jim Justice are 
Attorney General Patrick 
Morrisey, Secretary of 
State Mac Warner, business 
owner Chris Miller and for-
mer state delegate Moore 
Capito. Steve Williams, a 
Democrat and the mayor 
of Huntington, is also run-
ning. 

Jim Justice, who’s been 
the state’s governor for two 
terms, will run for Sen. Joe 
Manchin’s seat in Con-
gress. 

The primary election is 
May 14. The general elec-
tion day is Nov. 5. 

Here’s a look at the can-
didates for statewide offi c-
es in West Virginia: 

Governor
• Moore Capito, Repub-

lican. Capito is a former 
Republican state Delegate 
representing Kanawha 
County, the son of U.S. 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito 
(R-West Virginia) and the 
grandson of the late West 
Virginia governor Arch 
Moore. 

• Kevin “KC” Christian, 
Republican, of Chloe. 

• Chase G. Linko-Loop-
er, Mountain Party. 
Linko-Looper is a disabled 
combat veteran who served 
in the U.S. Army Reserves, 
including a tour in Afghan-
istan. 

• Chris Miller, Repub-
lican. Miller, of Hunting-
ton, is owner of the Dutch 
Miller Auto Group and the 
son of U.S. Representative 
Carol Miller.

• Patrick Morrisey, Re-
publican. Morrisey, an 
attorney, is West Virginia 
Attorney General.

• Mitch Roberts, Repub-

lican, of Poca.
• Andrew “Mac” War-

ner, Republican. Warner is 
an Army veteran and the 
current West Virginia Sec-
retary of State.  

• Steve Williams, Demo-
crat. Williams is the mayor 
of Huntington and a former 
member of the West Virgin-
ia House of Delegates.

Secretary of State 
• Thornton Cooper, 

Democrat. Cooper is an at-
torney in South Charleston.

• Kenneth Reed, Repub-
lican. Reed is a pharmacist 
and former member of the 
Morgan County Commis-
sion and the state House of 
Delegates.

• Doug Skaff Jr., Re-
publican. Skaff is business 
owner, former Democratic 
House minority leader and 
the president of HD Me-
dia, which publishes the 
Charleston Gazette-Mail 
and the Huntington Her-
ald-Dispatch.

• Kris Warner, Republi-
can. Warner is executive di-
rector of the state Econom-
ic Development Authority 
and brother to current Sec-
retary of State Mac Warner. 

• Brian Wood, Republi-
can. Wood is the longtime 
Putnam County Clerk. 

State auditor 
• Caleb Hanna, Repub-

lican. Hanna is a former 
member of the state House 
of Delegates. 

• Mary Ann Roebuck 
Claytor, Democrat. Claytor 
is a St. Albans resident and 
former auditor in the State 
Auditor’s Offi ce. 

• Eric Householder, Re-
publican. Householder is a 
small business owner and 
the majority leader for the 
state House of Delegates.

• Mark Hunt, Republi-
can. Hunt is a Charleston 
attorney and state senator 
representing Kanawha. 

• Tricia Jackson, Repub-
lican. Jackson, of Harpers 
Ferry, is a member of the 
Jefferson County Commis-
sion.  

State treasurer
• Larry Pack, Repub-

lican. Pack is the acting 
State Revenue secretary 
and a former senior adviser 
to Gov. Jim Justice. He for-
merly served in the House 

of Delegates.
Commissioner of 

Agriculture 
• Kent Leonhardt, Re-

publican. Leonhardt, a 
Blacksville farmer and Ma-
rine, is the current state Ag-
riculture commissioner and 
a former senator. 

• Roy Ramey, Repub-
lican. Ramey is a small 
farmer and retired Army 
offi cer. 

• Josh Higginbotham, 
Republican. Higginbotham 
is a former member of the 
House of Delegates. 

Attorney General 
• John J.B. McCuskey, 

Republican. McCuskey is 
an attorney and the current 
State Auditor. Prior to be-
ing elected auditor in 2016, 
he served two terms in the 
House of Delegates. 

• Ritchie Robb, Dem-
ocrat. Robb is an attorney 
and the former mayor of 
South Charleston. 

• Mike Stuart, Repub-
lican. Stuart is the for-
mer U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of West 
Virginia and a current 
member of the state Senate, 
representing Kanawha. 

• Teresa Toriseva, Dem-
ocrat. Toriseva is an attor-
ney in Wheeling. 

U.S. Senate 
• Brian Byrd, Republi-

can. 
• Don Blankenship, 

Democrat. Blankenship is 
the former CEO of Massey 
Energy. He spent a year in 
prison after he was con-
victed of conspiring to vi-
olate federal mine safety 
and health standards at the 
Upper Big Branch Mine, 
where 29 miners were 
killed in an explosion in 
April 2010. He ran for Sen-
ate in 2018 as a Republican 
and for president in 2020 as 
a member of the Constitu-
tion Party. 

• Glenn Elliot, Demo-
crat. Elliot is the mayor of 
Wheeling. 

• Jim Justice, Republi-
can. Justice is governor of 
West Virginia.

• Zane Lawhorn, Re-
publican. Lawhorn is an 
optometrist in Princeton. 

• Don Lindsay, Repub-
lican. 

• Bryan McKinney, Re-

publican. McKinney is a 
senior sales manager in the 
robotics industry. 

• Janet McNulty, Re-
publican. McNulty works 
in retail. 

• Alex Mooney, Repub-
lican. Mooney is a member 
of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives since 2014. 

• Zachary Shrewsbury, 
Democrat. Shrewbury is a 
Marine veteran and an or-
ganizer. 

U.S. House of 
Representatives 

• Derrick Evans, Repub-
lican. Evans was elected 
to the state House of Del-
egates. He pleaded guilty 
to a felony civil disorder 
charge for participating in 
the Jan. 6, 2021 riot at the 
U.S. Capitol. 

• Carol Miller, Republi-
can. Miller has been elect-
ed to Congress since 2018 
and previously served in 
the state House of Dele-
gates from 2006 to 2018. 

• Chris Bob Reed, Dem-
ocrat. 

• Jim Umberger, Demo-
crat. Umberger is a Vietnam 
combat veteran who served 
in the Army. He works in 
mental health services and 
is the former administrator 
for the Greenbrier Center.

• Dennis “Nate” Cain, 
Republican. Cain is an 
Army veteran and a de-
fense contractor in cyber-
security engineering.

• Joseph “Joe” Earley, 
Republican. Earley, of 
Bridgeport, is an Army vet-
eran.

• Alexander Gaaserud, 
Republican, of Elkins.

• Chris “Mookie” Walk-
er, Republican. Walker is 
a retired West Virginia Air 
National Guard brigadier 
general. 

• Riley Moore, Repub-
lican. Moore is the current 
state treasurer and a former 
member of the House of 
Delegates. 

• Steven Wendelin, 
Democrat. Wendelin is a 
Navy veteran.

Supreme Court Justice 
— Division 1 

• Haley Bunn, nonparti-
san. Bunn is a justice of the 
state Supreme Court. 

Supreme Court Justice 
— Division 2

• Charles S Trump IV, 
nonpartisan. Trump is an 
attorney and state senator. 

Intermediate Court 
of Appeals

• Elgine Heceta McAr-
dle, nonpartisan. McArdle 
is a Wheeling attorney and 
the former chairwoman for 
the West Virginia Republi-
can Party. 

• Mychal S. Schulz, 
nonpartisan. Schulz is an 
attorney in Charleston.

• Ryan White, nonparti-
san. White is a Charleston 
attorney and former mem-
ber of the Kanawha County 
Board of Education.
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Election
Continued from front

trict, with each of the three 
districts (Grant, Milroy 
and Union) requiring at 
least one representative on 
the board. The two seated 
board members (those po-
sitions not up for grabs in 
this election) are Ashley 
Cleaver (Milroy) and Jar-
ed Alt (Grant). This means 
one of the winning candi-
dates must be from Union 

district while the other two 
seats can be fi lled by candi-
dates from any district. 

The current Union dis-
trict representative on the 
board, incumbent Jared 
Amtower, will be running 
for re-election with a sec-
ond Union resident, Charles 
Shreve, also making a bid 
for a seat. Also running for 
the board are Barb DiBen-
edetto (Grant), Doug Lam-
bert (Milroy) and Dixie Lee 
Murray (Milroy). The two 
open seats were most re-

cently held by Kelly Roby 
and Pandora Barr, neither 
of which will be seeking 
re-election to the board. 

Another seat without a 
current incumbent in the 
race will be for the posi-
tion of circuit clerk. Acting 
clerk Melanie Biggs (R), 
who has been fi lling the 
position since the previous 
clerk’s resignation, will 
be appearing on the ballot 
against Pandora Barr (R). 
Incumbent assessor Jerry 
Ours (R) will be running 

to keep his position against 
challenger Beth Barr Mal-
low (R). 

Running unopposed for 
offi ce on the primary ballot 
will be incumbent commis-
sioner Scotty Miley (R) as 
the representative for Mil-
roy district on the county 
commission, incumbent 
prosecuting attorney John 
Ours (R), Steven Wratch-
ford Jr., (R) for sheriff, 
Mark Geary (R) for sur-
veyor and Frankie Weese 
for the nonpartisan conser-

vation district supervisor 
position. 

Also running for re-elec-
tion are magistrate judges 
Williard “Boog” Earle II 
(division one) and Emory 
“Bill” Feaster Jr. (division 
two). 

Another key position on 
the ballot will be for two 
nonpartisan circuit court 
judges (circuit 25), which 
currently have fi ve can-
didates from the region. 
Incumbent James “Jay” 
Courrier Jr. (Keyser - di-

vision two) and Nic James 
(Ridgeley - division one), 
Cody Pancake (Keyser - 
division one), appointed 
incumbent Robert Ryan 
(Maysville - division one) 
and Jason Sites (Maysville 
- division one). 

It is important to note 
that while the fi nal day for 
candidates to fi le was Jan. 
27, it is still possible for 
mailed declarations that 
were postmarked by that 
date to be received. 

SRRDA
Continued from front

continued to grow geo-
graphically over the years, 
we remain committed to 
our ‘global reach, local 

focus’ approach. We look 
forward to working closely 
with the Authority as well 
as the local community to 
best support businesses op-
erating within the state and 
beyond.”

Laura Brown, the exec-

utive director for Seneca 
Rocks Regional Develop-
ment Authority, praised 
the partnership, saying it 
would not only benefi t the 
local community but could 
also mark the start of fu-
ture opportunities in Grant 

County. 
“It is great to be work-

ing with Continent 8, an 
established and respected 
data center company with 
a vast amount of experi-
ence in this fi eld. Already, 
Continent 8 has shown its 

commitment to bring this 
data center back to life and 
invest in our local commu-
nity,” Brown said. “The 
Seneca Rocks Regional 
Development Authority is 
committed to promoting 
a vibrant local economy, 

and it is agreements like 
this that will enable us to 
expand and attract new op-
portunities to the state of 
West Virginia.”

School
Continued from front

The Jan. 23 meeting 
also marked the last meet-
ing before the board will 
offi cially unveil their full 
levy proposal to the com-
munity, which is intended 
to run on the May ballot. 

One topic discussed 
by the board included the 
potential of making the 
school levy a “community 
levy” that will run for not 
only the board of education 
but also the Grant County 
Volunteer Fire Association. 
The association appeared 
before the county commis-
sion late last year to discuss 
the potential of running a 
levy aimed at helping to 
provide necessary funds to 
the Petersburg, Maysville, 
Mount Storm and Bayard 
volunteer fi re companies. 

Webster explained that 
due to efforts by the school 
to reduce the overall levy 
request, even partnering to-
gether with the Association 
will reduce citizen taxes 
beyond what is currently in 
place. 

Webster said representa-
tives from the Association 
and the school system met 
recently to discuss the po-
tential partnership, saying 
he believed those conver-
sations had been very pos-
itive. 

However, board mem-
ber Jared Alt expressed 
concern about this com-
bination, saying he was 
unsure if a partnered levy 
would be best for both en-
tities. 

Alt also asked wheth-
er or not the school would 
be required to fulfi ll levy 
promises even if the tax 
base were to be cut drasti-

cally, giving the example 
of what would happen if 
Dominion Energy ceased 
operations.

Webster said that the 
school levy would still 
be required to meet those 
promises and that is why 
levies are passed in fi ve 
year increments and not 
longer intervals. 

Alt voiced support for 
the Fire Association levy, 
however said he was con-
cerned that combining 
them could potentially 
harm their passage. Alt 
pointed to the fact that a 
fi re levy will pass with just 
over a 50% vote while the 
school levy requires a high-
er percentage to approve. 

Alt did say he support-
ed some of the items in the 
school levy, specifi cally the 
addition of aides on buses 
and the resource offi cers 
(PRO) in the schools. 

More information on 
what will be included in 
the Grant County Schools 
2024 excess levy will be 
available following their 
fi rst meeting in February 

During the meeting, the 
board also received an up-
date from ZMM Architects 
and Engineers concerning 
the pre-kindergarten ex-
pansion planned at Peters-
burg Elementary School. 

The county was award-
ed a school building grant 

through the state in the 
amount of $4.8 million for 
the project. 

During their presenta-
tion, ZMM said the expan-
sion would dramatically 
change how the building 
looks in that it was a large 
expansion but that it would 
be designed to match the 
current facility. They also 
clarifi ed that the updated 
pre-k would have its own 
entrance.

They also discussed two 

other potential projects, 
including the addition of 
two classrooms at Mays-
ville Elementary School 
and complete redesign of 
the Petersburg High School 
entrance.

The next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the 
Board of Education will be 
Feb. 6 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Central Offi ce Conference 
Room located on the Pe-
tersburg High School cam-
pus in Petersburg. 

Ambulance
Continued from front

“Overall status, every-
one is doing good,” Hot-
tinger said. 

The commission also 
requested Hottinger and 
Funk speak with the coun-
ty’s fi nancial offi cer to 
clear-up confusion follow-

ing funds that they believe 
were set aside for the pur-
chase of a new ambulance. 

Next, county adminis-
trator Michelle Sites also 
gave a fi nancial update on 
the service, saying that be-
tween July 1 and Dec, 23, 
the department had expen-
ditures totaling $603,195 
and revenue totaling 
$396,199, which included 

transports. She then com-
pared these 2023 numbers 
to the numbers from 2022, 
saying that expenditures 
were down approximately 
$53,000 and revenue was 
approximately $30,000 
less. 

The report came during 
the commissioner’s reg-
ularly scheduled Jan. 23 
meeting. 

Meet the candidates that are running for 
offi ce in West Virginia during the 2024 election
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Miss PHS pageant crowns, honors awarded

Crowned as this year’s Miss Petersburg High School and the People’s Choice was 
Molly Kuykendall (center). First runner-up and Miss Photogenic was Sophia Smith 
(right) and second runner-up was Madelyn Johnson (left). 

Crowned as this year’s Miss Petersburg Junior High and Miss Photogenic was Blair 
Loy (center). First runner-up was Mia Shriver (left) and second runner-up was 
Ryleigh Hall (right). Selected as the People’s Choice was Isabella Barger.
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By: Clay Fritz
PHS Wrestling

The halls of Petersburg 
High School may have 
been empty Friday and 
Saturday, but the gyms 
were alive and well with 
the 2024 Viking SMASH.  
With 12 teams and two 
gyms fi lled wall to wall 
with wrestling mats, it 
promised to be an exciting 
weekend.  

Teams making the trip 
this year included Berke-
ley Springs, Moorefi eld, 

Hampshire, Keyser, Lib-
erty Harrison, Hedges-
ville, East Hardy, Frank-
fort, Philip Barbour, 
Grafton, and Elkins.  

In the fi rst matchup on 
Friday with Liberty Harri-
son, six Vikings picked up 
wins. Josh Lahman (106), 
Ryan Kessel (132), Lu-
kas Wolford (144), Alex 
Halterman (157), McKin-
ley Mongold (165) and 
Landon McGinnis (215) 
all secured wins for the 
home team.  

Halterman and Wol-

ford would gather wins 
against Keyser in the sec-
ond round.  

The team also faced 
Hampshire, Berkeley 
Springs, and Moorefi eld 
on Friday, producing 
mixed results.

Saturday morning the 
young men began the fi nal 
day with Elkins.  

Lahman, Wolford, 
Halterman, Trey Cooper 
(175), Solomon Rohr-
baugh (190), and McGin-
nis all picked up victories.  
Frankfort, Philip Barbour, 
Grafton, and East Hardy 
were the remaining oppo-
nents for the Vikings on 
the weekend.

Final results for the Vi-
kings: Lahman 5-5, Kes-
sel 4-6, Wolford 9-1 2nd 
place, Halterman 9-1 3rd 
place, Mongold 4-6, Coo-
per 6-4, Rohrbaugh 2-7, 
and McGinnis 5-5.   

Team Placing: 1st: 
Berkeley Springs, 2nd 
Keyser, 3rd Hedgesville. 
Most Outstanding Wres-
tler: Logan Rotruck, 
Keyser. Fastest Pin: Kol-
lin Sullivan, Berkeley 
Springs, 5 seconds. 

The team would like 
to thank Fort Hill Motel 
and Radio Shack of Pe-
tersburg for sponsoring 
the tournament this year.  
Also, a thank you to Cus-
tom Laser Etching and 
Engraving, LLC for the 
awards this year. 

The Vikings will travel 
to Hampshire on February 
3rd for the PVC Champi-
onship.

PHS WrestlingPHS Wrestling

Wrestlers from all over the region 
face off during annual VikingViking SMASHSMASH

33 Years Legal Experience in Grant & Mineral Counties
15 Year Prosecutorial Experience        Conservative and Proponent of the 2nd Amendment

33 Year Mineral County Resident        A Common Man with Traditional Values
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT 

CODY PANCAKE JUDGE
Visit Facebook for updated information: Cody Pancake for Circuit Judge



NOTICE
2024 Board of 

Equalization & Review 
Meeting Dates 

Per WV Code 11.3.24 
are scheduled as follows:
Tuesday, January 30th 

at 11:00 a.m.
Friday, February 2nd 

at 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 6th 

at 1 p.m. Minerals
Friday, February 9th 

at 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 13th 

at 11:30 a.m.
Friday, February 16th 

at 1:00 p.m.
All meetings will be 

held in the Grant County 
Commission Conference 
Room, 5 Highland Avenue, 
Petersburg, WV 26847.

If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
Grant County Assessor’s 
Offi ce at 304-257-1050 or 
the Grant County Commis-
sion at 304-257-4422. 
1/23-1/30 __________

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES

(CODE CHAP. 44, ART. 2, 
SEC. 2)

TO THE CREDITORS 
AND BENEFICIARIES 
OF THE ESTATE OF 
MARVIN E. BIBLE

DECEASED
All persons having 

claims against the Estate 
of said MARVIN E. BIBLE, 
deceased, whether due or 
not, are notifi ed to exhibit 
same with the vouchers 

thereof, legally verifi ed, 
to the undersigned, at 5 
Highland Ave., Petersburg, 
West Virginia, on or before 
the 2nd day of April, 2024, 
otherwise they may by law 
be excluded from all benefi t 
of said Estate. 

All benefi ciaries of said 
Estate are notifi ed to be 
present on said day to pro-
tect their interests.

Given under my hand 
this the 30th day of Janu-
ary, 2024.

BRAD GOLDIZEN
FIDUCIARY

COMMISSIONER
GRANT COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

1/30-2/6_____________ 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF GRANT COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE MATTER OF 
B.V., INFANT MALE
CASE NO. 23-JA-16

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

TO: The unknown father 
of B.V., Infant Male

You are hereby notifi ed  
of the above styled action 
pending in the Circuit Court 
of Grant County, West Vir-
ginia. An unknown male 
has been identifi ed as the 
father of B.V., born Sep-
tember 5, 2023 to Cierra 
VanMeter. The action pend-
ing is an abuse and neglect 
case which can result in 
the termination of parental, 
custodial and/or guardian-
ship rights to the above 
child which is the subject of 
these proceedings. You are 
advised that every parent, 
custodian and/or guardian 
is entitled to and has a right 
to counsel at every stage of 
this proceeding.

An adjudicatory/accel-
erated disposition hearing 
is currently schedule 50.5 
p d in this matter for March 
22, 2024, at the hour of 
2:00 p.m. The hearing 
will be held in the court-
room of the Grant County 
Courthouse, 5 Highland 
Avenue, Petersburg, West 

Virginia. You should appear 
at this hearing to protect 
and defend your interests. 
You can obtain a copy of 
the Petition fi led in this 
matter and further informa-
tion about the case from 
the Grant County Circuit 
Clerk’s Offi ce, telephone 
number 304-257-4545 or 
from Kevin Sponaugle, an 
attorney that has been ap-
pointed for you at 304-358-
3528. Failure to appear 
and/or fi le a response to 
this action can and prob-
ably will result in a loss of 
your rights to said child. 

JOHN G. OURS
PROSECUTING 

ATTORNEY
GRANT COUNTY

STATE BAR NO. 2791
P.O. BOX 515

PETERSBURG, WV 
26847

304-257-2323
1/23-1/30____________

FOR SALE:
Oak fi rewood cut and split. 
8 ft. pickup load. $90.00 
Free local delivery. Call 
304-257-3097.
9/12tfn ______________

BUSINESS:
For sale: Interest in a local 
well established business. 
Serious inquiries only! Call 
304-257-8166. 
1/9tfn _______________

RENTALS:
Mobile home lots for rent at 
Cedar Manor Trailer Court 
in Petersburg, WV. Inqui-
ries call 304-668-0730.
5/25tfn ______________

HOMES:
EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or an in-
tention, to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This news-
paper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation 
of the law. Dwellings adver-
tised here are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free in 
West Virginia at 304-347-
5216 or call toll free for the 
hearing impaired at TDD 
1-800-927-9275.
tfn__________________

CHILD CARE:
Teddy Bear Daycare, Pe-
tersburg, has openings for 
children age 6 wks - 12 yrs 
of age. 304-257-5575.
11/18tfn _____________

SERVICES:
Flooring: C&P Carpets 
Plus. 108 South Fork Rd., 
Moorefi eld. 304-538-6462. 
All of your fl ooring needs 
and in-stock items. New 
hours due to COVID-19. 
Mon. - Fri. - 9 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m., Sat. - by appointment 
ONLY, Sun. - closed.
3/1tfn _______________
A&S Enterprises specializ-
es in all of your wastewa-
ter needs in Grant, Hardy 
and Pendleton counties. 
Offering septic tank pump-
ing, grease trap pumping, 
portable toilet rentals, A/C 
restroom trailers, Class S 
wastewater operators ser-
vicing lift stations, lagoons, 
WWTP and recirculating 
sand fi lters. In business for 
over 25 years. WV licensed 
and insured. We accept 
check and debit/credit 
cards, 304-257-9505.
11/19tfn _____________
Septic Tanks pumped and 
portable toilet rentals -  
M&M Septic Service. Call 
304-851-2037.
8/13tfn ______________
Cleaning services: 20+ 
years experience, houses, 
businesses, churches, rent-
als, etc. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
seasonal and deep clean-
ing. Call 304-257-8166.
8/22ftn ______________

5” and 6” Seamless gutter  
and leaf guard installation. 
Call Vernon Harman Con-
struction, 304-257-2509, 
credit cards accepted.
9/12tfn ______________
A&D Painting - Indoor and 
outdoor. Commercial and 
residential. Call or text 
540-569-8828 or 540-209-
6466.
1/16-2/6p ____________
MISCELLANEOUS:
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Offi ce 
Professional online at CTI!  
Get Trained, Certifi ed & 
ready to work in months!  
Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is located at 
Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
1/30p ________________
DONT LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113
1/30p ________________
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
274-3943
1/30p ________________

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? 
We’re here for it and here 
for you. Reach your goals 
this year with Weight-
Watchers. Get started with 
THREE months FREE, visit 
www.weightwatchersoffer.
com/46
1/30p ________________
DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
1/30p ________________
SWITCH TO DISH and get 
up to a $300 gift card! Plus 
get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-
736-4350
1/30p ________________
CONNECT TO THE BEST 
WIRELESS HOME INTER-
NET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 
4G LTE networks, no con-
tracts, easy installation, and 
data plans up to 300 GB. 
Call 844-230-3640
1/30p ________________
HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866
1/30p ________________

FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that 
qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, 
Tribal. 15 GB INTERNET 
service. Bo-nus offer: An-
droid tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335
1/30p ________________
DONATE YOUR CAR, 
truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive 
a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today!
1/30p ________________
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044
1/30p ________________
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about 
our specials!
1/30p ________________

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! Le-
afFilter, the most advanced 
debris blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840
1/30p ________________
BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR. We want to 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Author`s Guide 
1-833-675-6435 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/WV
1/30p ________________
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
901-2301 
1/30p ________________
UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv
1/30p ________________

HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, 
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for 
an appointment.  
1/30p ________________
SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICAS #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
1/30p ________________ 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258
1/30p ________________

WANTED:
Wanted to buy: leftover in-
sulation, 304-257-5066.
1/30-2/6f ____________

EMPLOYMENT:
Lumber Buyer.  Yoder Pal-
let Company in Slanesville, 
WV is accepting applica-
tions for a Lumber Buyer.  
We expect applicants to 
uphold our core values of 
Commitment, Hardworking, 
Excellence, Thankfulness, 
Others First and Neat/
Organized. This position 

is an ideal fi t for someone 
with prior experience in 
the wood industry to join a 
stable, growing company.  
Compensation based on ex-
perience and qualifi cations.  
Benefi ts include 401K with 
3.5% company match, paid 
holidays, and paid vacation.  
Responsibilities include 
inventory management, 
vendor relationships, pur-
chasing lumber, nails and 
other items, acquiring new 
vendors and monitoring 
quality of purchased lum-
ber.     Requirements for the 
position include the ability to 
operate a computer, ability 
to compose professional 
emails, willingness to travel 
and ability to work well with 
others.   Prior experience in 
the wood industry and basic 
knowledge of low-grade 
lumber is required. Part-
time or full-time considered.  
Flexible hours. Minimal 
overnight travel required. If 
you possess the requisite 
skills for this position, this 
may be the ideal career 
opportunity for you.  Please 
send resumes to rosalyn@
yoderpallets.com or stop by 
in person to drop off a re-
sume or pick up an applica-
tion. Yoder Pallet Company  
304-496-9602.
1/30 _________________
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(2022-C-000008 - Grant County - Terry Christopher Wimer)
Grant County Press
Post Offi ce Box 39
Petersburg, WV 26847
DISTRICT MILROY MAP 470A PARCEL 0014 0000 0000

TO: DEWAYNE E. MONGOLD , SUMMIT COMMUNITY BANK (FORMERLY SOUTH BRANCH VALLEY NATIONAL 
BANK), or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, 
fi duciaries, administrators, lien-holders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property 
and other parties that may have any interest in the subject property.

You will take notice that TERRY CHRISTOPHER WIMER, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert No. 2022-
C-000008, located in MILROY District, .27 AC LOT 21 CREITZ VILLAGE, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in 
the name of MONGOLD, DWAYNE E.,  was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of Grant 
County at the sale for delinquent taxes on June 27, 2023. TERRY CHRISTOPHER WIMER requests that you be notifi ed a 
deed for such real estate will be made on or after July 1, 2024, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such 
real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before June 30, 2024 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of certifi cation, with interest, 
for tax year ticket number 2021-5678 $432.54

Back tax tickets, with interest and charges due on the date of certifi cation for ticket number  $0.00

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022-5710 $315.30

Additional taxes with interest  $0.00

Auditor’s Certifi cation, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest $212.65

Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, 
Secretary of State with interest $875.84

Additional Statutory Fees with Interest $0.00

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order,
certifi ed or personal check  $1,836.33
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2024, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.

Given under my hand January 10, 2024
G. Russell Rollyson Jr.

Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and 
Nonentered Lands of Grant County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce, County Collections Division,

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Building 1, Room W-114,
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568
1/23-2/6 ______________________________________________________________________________________

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATION  
TO CREDITORS, DISTRIBUTEES AND LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have 

been opened for probate in the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 5 Highland Avenue Petersburg, WV 26847-1705. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West 
Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any interested person 
objecting to the qualifi cations of the personal representative 
or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall fi le written 
notice of an objection with the County Commission through 
the Grant County Clerk’s Offi ce at the address listed above 
within 60 days after the date of the fi rst publication or within 
30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not fi led timely, the objection is forever barred. 
Any person interested in fi ling claims against an estate 
must fi le them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 
or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named 
decedent(s) will proceed without reference to a fi duciary 
commissioner unless within 60 days from the fi rst publica-
tion of this notice a reference is requested by a party of 
interest or an unpaid creditor fi les a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fi duciary commissioner.

First Publication Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2024
Claim Deadline Date: Saturday, March 30, 2024

ESTATE NAME:  VIRGIL L. MALLOW
EXECUTOR: JOHN G. OURS
 5 HIGHLAND AVE.
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-1705

ESTATE NAME:  CARL R. COOPER SR.
EXECUTRIX: PEGGY L. COOPER
 219 COOPER LANE
 CABINS, WV 26855-8611

ESTATE NAME:  ANTHONY EARL SITES
ADMINISTRATOR: MARCUS A. SITES
 206 CREITZ RD
 PETERSBURG, WV 26847-8743

Subscribed and sworn before me on the
25th day of January, 2024 

Lora A. Bennett, 
Clerk of the Grant County Commission

1/30-2/6 _______________________________________
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FUN &
PUZZLES

AERIALS
ALPINE

ARTIFICIAL
BASEPLATE
BINDINGS

BLACK
BLUE

CABLE CAR
CHAIR

CREVASSE
CROSS-COUNTRY

DOWNHILL
DRAG
EDGE

FREESTYLE
GOGGLES

GRAB
HARD PACK

ICE
LIFT

MOGULS
PASS
PISTE
POLES

POWDER
RED
SKI

SLALOM
SLOPE
SLUSH
SNOW

SNOWBOARD
TRAVERSE

UPHILL
WAX

WHITEOUT

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
FOUND ON PAGE 2A

Are dogs really 
happy in freezing 

weather?

I fi nd it hard to talk to people who are new to 
snowboarding. They almost always jump to contusions.

V V V V V V 

With great powder comes great responsibility.
V V V V V V 

Why did the ski slope break up with the snowboard? 
Because it was tired of the downhill relationship.

V V V V V V

What do skiers get from sitting on the snow too long?
Polaroids.

DAD JOKES

DEAR PAWS: While 
walking along the local riv-
erway this frosty weekend, 
I noticed at least three peo-
ple whose dogs were un-

der-equipped for the cold. 
One dog wore an insulated 
vest but no booties; the oth-
er two dogs wore no cold 
protection at all. Why do so 
many owners ignore their 
dogs’ comfort and safety 
this way?          -- Harold in 

New Hampshire
DEAR HAROLD: Un-

fortunately, not every dog 
owner knows that it’s up to 
them to protect their pets 
from cold-weather hazards. 
Most dogs won’t ask for a 
sweater vest, and I’ve yet 
to meet one that didn’t hate 
booties. I know quite a few 
dogs that just won’t tolerate 
booties.

Many owners do know 
their dogs’ limits in the 
cold, however. They check 
the temperature before go-
ing outside and survey the 
sidewalk or trail they’re on 
for hazards like ice chunks, 
salt or glazing. They limit 
the time spent outdoors so 
their dog’s core tempera-
ture doesn’t drop. They 
monitor their dogs to make 
sure they’re not shivering 
or in pain, and that their 
paws aren’t getting frost-
bitten. And they carefully 
wipe and check their dogs’ 
paws as soon as they get 
back indoors.

How do you, an observ-

er, make sure that an owner 
is following these guide-
lines? Confronting owners 
is not advisable. You may 
be able to strike up a casual 
conversation on the path, 
and ask how their dog tol-
erates the cold weather. 

But don’t preach at 
them. In my experience, 
owners who take the time 
to walk their dogs on a 
leash in freezing weather 
do care about their health 
and keep an eye on them in 
the cold. 

Send your tips, com-
ments or questions to ask@
pawscorner.com..

(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.
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ODD COUPLES 
MIXED LEAGUE

January 9th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

Split Happens 53 – 31, 
Terminators 52.5 – 37.5, 
NKOTB 49 – 35, Vetter’s 
Guns & Ammo 48.5 – 35.5, 
WELD 45 - 39, Country 
Cars & Trucks 43 – 41, 
Lucky Strikes 38.5 – 45.5, 
Outlaws 38 – 46, Empire 
Strikes 36.5 – 47.5.

HIGH GAME MEN 
(SCRATCH): Charles Kep- 
linger and Ed Wompler 247, 
Richie Burgess 236, Troy 
McGreevy 214. (HAND-
ICAP): Charles Keplinger 
277, Ed Wompler 276, Jeff 
Constable 262, Jerry Propst 
261.

HIGH SERIES MEN 
(SCRATCH): Ed Wom-
pler 649, Richie Burgess 
613, Troy McGreevy 589, 
Charles Keplinger 588 
(HANDICAP): Jeff Consta-
ble 747, Jerry Propst 744, 
Ed Wompler 736, Josh Sul-
livan 708.

H I G H  AV E R A G E 

(MEN): Evan Kesner 
208.90, Richie Burgess 
207.92, Terry Wratchford 
201.10, Tyler Halterman 
198.53. 

HIGH GAME WOMEN 
(SCRATCH): Carissa Mi-
chael 256, Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 243, Emily Stark 
182, Denise McGreevy  
181. (HANDICAP): Caris-
sa Michael 300, Dee Anna 
McDonald 295, Emily Stark 
253, Denise McGreevy 250.

HIGH SERIES WOM-
EN (SCRATCH): Dee 
Anna McDonald 637, Ca-
rissa Michael 630, Denise 
McGreevy 495, Sarah Earle 
490. (HANDICAP): Dee 
Anna McDonald 793, Ca-
rissa Michael 762, Denise 
McGreevy 702, Kathy Mc-
Nemar 697.

HIGH AVERAGE (WO-
MEN): Carissa Michael 
183.17, Dee Anna McDon-
ald 174.71, Sarah Earle 
165.47, Tonya Keplinger 
158.77.

THURSDAY NIGHT 
MEN’S LEAGUE

January 11th
TEAM STANDINGS: 

American Classic 58 – 22, 
Builders Center 54 - 26, 
Petersburg Oil Company 
51 – 29, Strikeforce 39 – 
41, Golden Lanes 37 – 43, 
Vetter’s Mini Mart 36 – 44, 
Country Cars & Trucks 33 
– 47.

HIGH GAME (SCR-
ATCH): Kyle Davy 290, 
Eddie Baldwin 244, Mi-
chael Hedrick 241, Richie 

Burgess 237, Tyler Hal-
terman 236. (HANDI-
CAP): Kyle Davy 296, 
Eddie Baldwin 284, Randy 
Thorne 275, Michael Hed-
rick and Walter Barnes 265.

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Kyle Davy 743, 
Richie Burgess 695, Tyler 
Halterman and Larry Walp 
633, Gary Leatherman 620. 
(HANDICAP): Richie Bu-
rgess 776, Kyle Davy 761, 
Jeff Constable and Trey 
Wratchford 731, Tyler 
Halterman and Larry Walp 
714.

HIGH AVERAGE: Co-
han Kesner 210.61, Ter-
ry Wratchford 206.60, 
Zachary Arbaugh 205.74, 
Gary Leatherman 204.00, 
Michael Hedrick 203.63, 
Richie Burgess 201.57.

SBV WOMEN’S 
LEAGUE

January 22nd
HIGH GAME (SCR-

ATCH): Emily Stark 192, 
Dee Anna McDonald 180, 
Marsha “Kay” Leslie 174. 
(HANDICAP): Paula Berg-
doll 224, Linda Helmick 
214, Marsha “Kay” Leslie 
and Brenda Sweitzer 213. 

HIGH SERIES (SCR-
ATCH): Dee Anna Mc-
Donald 505, Emily Stark 
464, Denise McGreevy 
463. (HANDICAP): Paula 
Bergdoll 654, Sheri Arbo-
gast 579, Marsha “Kay” 
Leslie 575.

Golden Lanes 

LEAGUE RESULTS

Rebekah Swick has 
been selected as Employee 
of the Year at WVU/Grant 
Memorial Hospital.

Swick is the nurse navi-
gator at the cancer and infu-
sion center.  

“I feel I was given this 
award because of my pa-
tient care qualities. Being 
a cancer survivor led me 
to be in the profession and 
provides me with the skill-
set and compassion that has 
exceled my quality of care 
for patients,” said Swick. 

“Without the hand-
picked staff members 
alongside me, none of this 
would be possible. Every 
coworker I have are an as-
set to the center and our pa-
tients. I would like to thank 
my husband and family for 
their support and under-
standing as well.” 

She is currently in nurse 
practitioner school and will 
fi nish in two years.

Swick is Employee of the Year at 
WVU/Grant Memorial Hospital

Swick was presented the award by Elaine Geroski, AVP, John Sylvia, CEO, and 
Brooklyn Vetter. 

More county science fair winners

Environmental Science: Second place, Faith Funk, 
MES

Medical Science: Third place, Tatem Keplinger, MES

Physics: Third place, 
Jayla Bierkamp, MES 

(above)

Materials Science: Third 
place, Jayden Hedrick 

and Noah Rumfelt, MES
(left)
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